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No information was provided for the speaker.      

October Program:  Steve Arthur 

Presidents Post   
By Rick Hepler 

Happy October everyone. 

     Hopefully everyone's homes 

and growing spaces survived 

Tropical Storm Imelda this past 

month. I'm pleased to mention 

the Hepler household did fine 

with the minor inconvenience of 

being trapped at work because 

Metro shut bus service down.   

     Continued rainy weather can 

be a concern for orchids grown 

outdoors due to black rot, 

which can wipe out a collection 

of pot-grown plants in short 

order. It gets a foothold in the 

roots and work it's way up. In 

nature, the orchids get this kind 

of weather but they're not in 

pots. That's the problem for us! 

Simply protecting the roots 
from getting waterlogged, so 

they air out a bit, is what is 

needed. 

     I did a web search of our 

October speaker, Steve Arthur, 

and found he resides in South 

Carolina. I'm not sure what his 

subject matter will be for the 

meeting, but he does offer  

orchid flasking or sowing  of 

seeds,  some meristem and lab 

preparation through his web-

site.  I can't wait to what he has 

planned! 

     October, as mentioned dur-

ing the September meeting, will 

be our fall picnic month. So 

please reserve Oct 13th at 1:00 

PM for the annual fall pic-

nic!  Susan Dally and her family 

have graciously  agreed to host 

this year's fall activities. I would 

like to extend a big thank you 

on behalf of the HOS, and my-

self personally, for opening up 

her home for this HOS 

event. Her address is: 36823 

Post Oak Cir, Magnolia, TX 

77355. 

     So what happens? Well the 

HOS will provide the meat(s) 

such as, barbeque,  fried chicken 

etc. plus the disposable food 

ware, (plates, napkins, etc.) and 

drinks. The attending member-

ship will provide all the side 

dishes plus any utensils you may 

need to serve your goodies. 

Other items you may want to 
consider bringing would be a 

lawn chair(s) and maybe an 

umbrella, just in case. Money 

would be a good thing to have, 

too, because the HOS will have 

a plant auction! Brad has been 

instructed to secure as many 

select plants as he can for this 

"Always a good time", some-

times crazy auction. Rumor has 

it, Brad was caught whispering 

in Fred Clarke's ear about this 

very thing. The excitement is 

too INTENSE for me to handle! 

     I think that about covers 

everything I wanted to say. I'll 

see you all October 3rd and on 

October 13th at the annual 

picnic! 

Please Welcome 

New Members  

 

Susan Strackbein 

David Kaiser 

Y. Knox 
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October Tips 
By Father Ted Baenziger 

 

 
     This month, I’d like to go over the 

parts of the orchid plant and make some 

observations that might help all of us to 

be better growers. 

     Let’s start with the roots, because, 

without them we will never get any flow-

ers! Orchid roots are different from tree 

or grass roots. They are formed by a 

central thread that carries nutrients to 

and from the stem and pseudobulbs, into 

the leaves and eventually, to the blooms. 

The roots of orchids are designed to 

c a r r y  n u t r i e n t s  ( h t t p s : / /

w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ?

v=jtuX7H05tmQ) through the xylem, 

which is a watery conduit. But, and here 

is the difference, orchid roots have an 

extra layer that absorbs water and nutri-

ents extremely quickly, looking like whit-

ish velvet and called velum. It is dead 
absorptive tissue, two three or four cells 

thick, but serves an essential job, like 

paper towels. (Here’s an interesting vid-

eo: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=ghwGYCfxUIw ). Phalaenopsis produc-

es “air roots”, but they are really just like 

the others, and they do the same thing: 

cling to the substrate (bark) and provide 

nourishment. They may be flat (Phal. 

schilleriana) or gnarly (Phal. amboinensis) 

or round. What they all have in common 

is an underlayer of green, the chlorophyll 

layer, that shows up when the root is 

fully wet, and then the xylem. 

     Here then, is the key to healthy 

roots: they should never stand in water, 

but should dry out so that only the green 

(or reddish or brown) tips show forth. 

And then they should be drenched fully. 

This is true for all epiphytic orchids 

(those that grow on trees and branches). 

The dry-wet cycle must be respected.  

     What about fertilizer? Let’s think 

about how it takes place in nature. Rain 

falls or mist comes and picks up some 

bird droppings or leaf litter that provides 

a smidgen, in French a soupçon: just  a 

hint, of nitrogen, phosphorus in the form 

of phosphate, and a bit of potash (K2O, 

which is a form of wood ash) plus infini-

tesimal amounts of magnesium and other 

trace elements. When we fertilize, we 

ought to give tiny amounts, which the 

velum picks up immediately. As a result, 

logically, we should be giving weak solu-

tions (1/4 to ½ teaspoon per gallon) 

while the plant is growing. For orchids at 

rest, like Catasetum, no water means no 

fertilizer as well!  

     Some people like slow release fertiliz-

er, like Osmocote®. One of my friends 

hangs a tiny bag of it above the roots and 

waters the bag, so it drips down. She 

gets good results, but for me it’s too 

much work, and I forget when I put the 

stuff in… It’s your choice. 

     The secret is to be thorough when 

watering. Whether you spray once with 

pure water and then go back and use 

fertilized water, or start with the latter 

and soak completely makes no differ-

ence. What does count is that if there 

are roots in the pot, they will stay wet 

longer, especially in sphagnum, and we 

must avoid prolonged water that will 

drown the roots. More phalaenopsis die 
from overwatering than from any other 

cause. 

     Exposed roots cannot be overwa-

tered, so you can spray them as often as 

you like. In the pot, however it can mean 

death! The “touch test” is best for pot-

ted orchids. Phragmipedium need con-

stant moisture with very pure water, 

never tightly packed. They grow on con-

stantly moist rock faces, and even beside 

streams. Oncidium-types do not like to 

dry out, so the medium should be wa-

tered when slightly damp to your finger. 

Phals need good drainage and water 

when the medium feels “mostly” dry. 

Cattleyas like to dry out completely, and 

their roots can grow huge lengths. I have 

one that has grown along a wooden shelf 

almost six feet long and is permanently 

attached (see below about repotting).  

     It is essential to know what the or-

chid likes and needs for its roots and not 

to torture them: no roots means no 

plants. I have resuscitated some Paphiope-

dilum by powdering the rootless fans 

with rooting hormone, putting them in 

sphagnum moss, and setting them in the 

shade, but it is not foolproof. 

     Part two: the stem and pseudobulbs. 

Once again, orchids are strange. The 

stem, which comes from the root struc-

ture, is mostly invisible to us, because in 

many orchids it is covered by the emerg-

ing leaves. Orchids fall into two classes, 

the sympodial and the monopodial way 

of growing. In monopodial (having a sin-

gle foot) orchids, the stem may be com-

pletely invisible (Phalaenopsis) or take on 

a woody aspect, as in Vanda and Renan-

thera, with alternating fleshy, even hard 

leaves, and in some cases terete, that is, 

completely rounded, pencil-like leaves. 

The plant continues to grow away from 

the roots, but may often have side roots 

coming out opposite the leaves. If the 

top of the plant rots, the whole plant 

may die back. Older Phalaenopsis may 

produce a “neck” where bottom leaves 

have fallen off: this is the stem. They can 

also produce roots between the leaves 

and these are the “air” roots I men-

tioned above. 

     Usually monopodial orchids have only 

one meristem, that is, the growing part; 

there may be side shoots that are called 

keikis (babies in Hawai’ian) and they have 
a meristem as well.  

     Let’s say your phalaenopsis has six 

leaves and a long neck that is naked. If 

there are healthy roots above the neck, 

we can make a clean cut, leaving three or 

four roots and repot the top. A keiki 

may appear on the naked bottom half 

and that’s a keeper too! 

     Many of our orchids are not mono-

podial but sympodial, that is, having side 

stems that will produce leaves and flow-

ers. Cattleya, Bulbophyllum and Dendrobi-

um fall into this class, and all produce 

growth from the side. Bulbos can have 

very long stems, called stolons, that reach 

along the surface or just underneath and 

they may be up to six inches long (15 

cm). This makes for some real problems 

to keep them in a pot. I try to train them 

to stay inside a broad shallow pot by 

gently redirecting them, and using clips 

when necessary. By the way, Bulbophyl-

lum means “pseudobulb with leaf” and 

usually have only one leaf per swelling. A 

specimen plant can have hundreds of 

these, all scrambling to get out and 

blooming entirely around the pot. 

     Pseudobulbs are not really bulbs (like 

tulips), but are storage units attached to 

the stem (which can be very short), and 

allows some orchids to form clumps of 

pseudobulbs, making “specimen plants” 

like the Miltonia moreliana at the Galves-

ton Bay Orchid Society Show in Septem-

ber that earned a Certificate of Cultural 

Merit for Denny Haase. (there should be 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jtuX7H05tmQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jtuX7H05tmQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jtuX7H05tmQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghwGYCfxUIw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ghwGYCfxUIw
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a photo elsewhere in this Bulletin). 

     A word about Dendrobium and other 

plants with pseudobulbs. These storage 

vessels contain starch and other nutri-

ents for the next growths and it is im-

portant not to cut them back, even when 

they are leafless and may have already 

bloomed. For Dendrobium, we call them 

“canes” and they may and often do 

bloom again. For other genera they are 

important for new growth, since they 

have “eyes” or small pips that can sprout. 

These back-bulbs will eventually empty 

and become soft and can be safely re-

moved, but when dividing a plant such as 

Cattleya-types, they are the source for 

new plants to give away (or keep!) 

     What about rotting? If they go black 

and squishy, they should be removed and 

the plant repotted, because the rotting 
will spread to new growth. Be careful to 

remove all diseased growth. I usually put 

the plant in a separate place and keep it 

dry until new growth is evident and in-

crease watering only gradually. Many are 

the plants I have lost from not noticing 

pseudobulb rotting from behind. 

     What to do when the plant sends 

roots and pseudobulbs outside the pot? 

This is especially common with Cattleya. 

Lazy growers can simply wedge the new 

growth into a new, larger pot and add 

some medium, and that may be neces-

sary especially for young, delicate plants. 

We must realize, however that we are 

inviting rot in the back-bulbs, since the 

medium is going to break down and be-

come mush, eventually, and then we lose 

the whole thing.  

     Repotting: Best to repot when the 

new roots are just emerging, because 

that will give the plant nutrients where it 

needs it, at the new growth. Do not be 

tempted to over-pot, which means giving 

more room than the plant will need for 

12-24 months, because the center will 

stay wet too long and rot the roots. 

Wedge the last back-bulb firmly against 

the inside of the pot and gently pack the 

new growth with pre-wetted media, 

leaving only enough room for two new 

horizontal growths; the plant may have a 

tendency to grow upward (climbers are 

common in Cattleya), so angle the back 

deeper into the pot. Then give the plant 

some rest… 

October Tips 

continued 

     The quality of the plants on the 

‘Show and Tell’ table at the September 

2019 HOS meeting made up for the lack 

of volume.  There were a total of twenty 

six plants exhibited by eleven club mem-

bers.  
     Eleven species plants were provided 
by seven people.  Your humble reporter 

brought one of the few plants that sur-

vives my neglect, a tiny Pleurothallus alle-

nii   The blooms on this plant are so tiny 

I had a photo with expanded view to 

prove it was in spike. There was a nice 

range of species, Paphs, Catasetums, and 

two examples of Habenaria species, one 

with the familiar orange bloom and an-

other one with a tall spike covered in 

delicately fringed white blooms. Susan 

Dally grew the Habenaria Medusa. 
     Speaking of tiny blooms, the winner 

of the species popular vote was truly tiny 

but spectacular Schoenorchis fragrans 

grown by Tan Tran. This miniature is 

described as MICRO mini, in fact.  This 

native of Thailand was grown on half of a 

wine cork. It had a bed of leaves from 

which grew a  pendulum of closely 

packed purple blooms with yellow cen-

ters. The less than two inch long spike 

was so densely packed it looked like a 

little bunch of grapes.  Thoughtfully, the 

owner left a magnifying glass on the table 

so everyone could appreciate the perfec-

tion of its appearance. 
     The hybrid end of the table had an-

other nicely varied selections of plants, 

some nicely grown Vandas from Ken 

Whitmire and then a range of Phalenop-

sis, Cattleyas, Oncidiums, Dendrobiums, 

and Catasetums rounded out the display. 

There was a tie for most popular plant 

on the Hybrid table.  
     Melissa Kwan’s Dendrobium Enobi 

‘Purple Splash’ led the field of people 

September Plant Table 

By Sarah Bentley 

voting for pretty flowers. This plant also 

derives from Thailand, and is noted for 

being on the smaller side for dendrobium 

plants.  I believe the parents of this hy-

brid are Den. Enobi Kamachi x Den. La-

guna Princess.  Melissa’s example had at 

least five sprays of blooms coming from a 

good batch of healthy canes.  Each blos-

som was delicately etched with purple 

stripes around the outside of the white 

petals.  
     The second hybrid plant to get the 

most votes was a Catesetum hybrid of 

Ctsm. Susan Fuchs x Ctsm. denticulatum. 

This plant was named Ctsm Karen Arm-

strong. Karen Armstrong is an Accredited 

AOS judge from Shreveport, Louisiana. 

This is another plant that is described as 

a miniature of its variety. The bulbous 

base with a spray of healthy green leaves 

had a pendulous spike showing 6 or 7 

blooms that had bright yellow throats 

surrounded by reddish brown petals and 

spots. Stephen Gallagher grew this plant. 
     Thanks to Don Ghiz and Nina Rach 

for describing the plants, and to my 

friend, Karel Cromie who stepped  in to 

substitute for me early in the even-

ing.  Good job, everyone! 

 

 

     Reminders: Do put out your 

Phalaenopsis in the shade to get those 

cool nights. Do bring then in when the 

temperature is going to hit 50-55 F. Do 

not bring plants inside without inspecting 

them for bugs and other critters, like 

snails! Next month, staking and happy 

leaves and strong inflorescences and 

beautiful flowers. Happy growing! 

Schoenorchis fragrans 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 1 2 3 HOS 

   Meeting 

4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14Content         

Due Date 
15 16 17 18 19 HJC 

        Judging 

20 Newcom-

er’s Meeting 
21 22 23 24 25 26 

27   28 29 30 31   

October 2019 

      

      Thank you all for helping to make 

the plant raffle table a success so far this 

year!! This month the raffle table will 

have various species and hybrids from 

Denny & Renee Haase at Spring Orchids 

that will be a wonderful addition to any-

one's collection. Some will be in flower, 

and of course those that aren't will have 

a photo. You can spend as little as $5 or 

as much as you like. The more money 

we end up with, the more plants we are 

able to get in the future and the money 

leftover at the end of the year goes di-

rectly back to the HOS, so of course we 

like to sell lots and lots of tickets! Even a 

modest amount of cash can get you an 

opportunity to add a little surprise to 

Raffle Table 
By Brad Miller 

Refreshments 
By Lily Chang 

 
 

Thanks to all the members who brought refreshments to the September HOS meeting: 

Liz Christensen, Fa Dwan, Melissa Dwan, Donna Diggons, Marsha Fox, Cherie Lee, Reva Raschke, Winnie Yap and Lily Chang. 

 

your collection and benefit the Houston 

Orchid Society. Don't forget- those at-

tending their first meeting and individuals 

wearing their name badge get 2 free 

tickets too!  
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Houston Judging Center 
 By Marilyn Holloway 

      

 

 

     On September 14th, HJC judged the 
SWROGA show for the Galveston Bay 

Orchid Society. Thirteen Houston judges 

teamed up with 10 judges from San An-

tonio, Dallas, and Shreveport. There 

were beautiful exhibits by the Houston, 

Galveston and Lake Charles orchid soci-

eties. The show highlighted 182 orchids 

and earned six awards. Calcasieu Orchid 

Society won the Show Trophy plus a 

Silver Certificate. Four flower awards 

were also given. Rby. Sedona’s Surprise 

‘Louisiana’ HCC 79 is owned by Al Tay-

lor. Cattleya White Reception ‘Breni La 

Rue’ AM 81 is owned by Brenda Preste-

gard. Paphiopedilum Magic Lantern ‘Chibi 

Moon’ HCC 76 is owned by Vee Du, a 

student judge from Dallas. Miltonia mo-

reliana “Spring Orchids’ CCM 84 is 

owned by Denny Haase. If you didn’t 

drive down to see the show, you missed 

a treat. 

     Saturday, September 21st, four mem-

bers of the Newcomers joined us for our 

regular monthly judging along with a 

longstanding HOS member. Three plants 

were entered for judging but no awards 

were given. All three plants have poten-

tial to earn an award in the future. 

     The monthly meeting of the Houston 

Judging Center will be held on the third 

Saturday of each month at the First 

Christian Church. The cut off time for 

receiving plants is 11:30 a.m. Our next 

judging will be October 19th. We would 

love for you to join us. 
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AOS  WEBINARS 

Greenhouse Chat 

Ron McHatton 

Thursday, October 3, 2019 

7:30-8:30pm CT 

 

 

Register 

Conservation & Ecology of Western 

North American Cypripediuns 

Monday, October 7, 2019 

7:30-8:30pm CT 

 

 

Register 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1567490565018905091
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2321741246359376130
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

Officers 
President Rick Hepler 

VP - Speakers Nina Rach 

VP - Shows  Sarah Bentley 

VP - Membership Stacey Pauley 

Treasurer Winnie Yap 

Recording Secretary Sheila Skov 

Past President Don Ghiz 

Chairs 
Conservation Nina Rach 

Display Table Sarah Bentley 

Exhibits Loren Neufeld 

Guest Hospitality Father Ted Baenziger 

Happenings Editor Marianne Canevaro 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Stephen and Tim Gallagher 

Parliamentarian Don Ghiz 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Brad Miller 

Refreshments Lily Chang 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Jay Balchan 

Summer Workshop Derek Lowenstein 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - One Year Term 
Holly Miller Steve Fox 

Calvin Starr Marianne Canevaro 

Susan Dally Stephen Moffitt 

Ft. Ted Baenziger Jay Balchan 

Directors - Two Year Term 
  

  

Representatives 
AOS Representative Jay Balchan 

IPA Representative Father Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Father Ted Baenziger 

SWROGA Directors Laurie Skov 

Don Maples 

December 7, 2019 

 
59th Acadian Orchid Society Short Course 

Hilton Garden Inn 

2350 W. Congress St. 

Lafayette, LA 

 

March 14-15, 2020 

 
Calcasieu Orchid Society Show 

1911 Historic City Hall Arts &  Cultural Center 

1001 Ryan Street 

Lake Charles, LA 

 

March 28-29, 2020 

 
Terrebonne Orchid Society Show 

Southland Mall 

5953 West Park Ave 

Houma, LA 

 

April 4-5, 2020 

 
Houston Orchid Society Show 

Memorial City Mall 

Houston, TX 

 

April 25-26, 2020 

 
Acadian Orchid Society Show 

Ira Nelson Horticultural Center 

Lafayette, LA 

http://swroga.org/events/59th-acadian-annual-short-course
http://www.aos.org/news-and-events/event-calendar/2020/2020-03/calcasieu-orchid-society-easter-parade-of-orchids.aspx
http://www.aos.org/news-and-events/event-calendar/2020/2020-03/calcasieu-orchid-society-easter-parade-of-orchids.aspx

