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The Houston Happenings 

     Sarah Bentley has been a 

Houston Orchid Society mem-

ber since the early 1990’s and 

has served as chair of too many 

committees to count.  Her ca-

reer was at Rice University 

Library, so one favorite duty 

was managing the HOS library 

until it was liquidated in the 

2013 move from Houston Gar-

den Center in Hermann 

Park.  Some of the oldest mate-

rials in the library provided the 

idea of a presentation to give 

our current HOS membership 

an idea of the history and peo-

ple behind the Houston Orchid 

Society.   

     Now retired, Sarah enjoys 

growing any orchid species 

(such as equatorial Pleurothal-

lids and her magnificent Cym-

bidium canaliculatum) that sur-

vive her benign neglect, unusual 

heirloom tropical plants, as well 

as sewing, gardening, cycling and 

staying busy.   

     Please join us at the Septem-

ber meeting to hear Sarah pre-

sent the fruits of her research 

about the HOS.  

 

 

September Program:  Sarah Bentley - History of the HOS By Nina Rach 

Presidents Post   
By Rick Hepler 

     September is here and this is 

the beginning for you all, the 

HOS membership, to think 

about next year's slate of offic-

ers.  Stacey will have prepared 

ballots for each member to look 

over and vote on three individu-

als. This process, when the 

votes are tallied, creates the 

HOS 2019 Nominating Com-

mittee.  The Nominating Com-

mittee is responsible for con-

tacting individual members for a 

commitment to the 2020 of-

ficer's core and any board mem-

bers that may be rotating out.  

     Back to the ballots, this list is 

not the entire membership. 

Folks with a minimum of three 

years of paid dues in good 
standing will make up this list. 

Current officers are also ex-

cluded from this list. So, if you 

don't see your name and you 

feel you do qualify, please let me 

know before the votes are cast. 

Likewise, if you are a newcomer 

(less than three years) and 

you're on the list, we need to 

know as well. 

     In my opinion, the vote in 

September for the creation of 

the Nominating Committee is 

not a popularity contest. The 

society needs three dedicated 

individuals that can work to-

gether as one to come up with 

their nominations for the 2020 

slate of officers. These three 

might be someone you sit be-

side at each meeting or some-

one working quietly in the back-

ground. So, please think careful-

ly about your selections. 

      In fact, the more members 
we, as a society, can get in-

volved, the stronger the society 

will become. A healthy society 

has a strong membership in-

volvement with fresh ideas and 

multiple levels of energy. With 

increased involvement, that 

translates to growth! What 

better way to bring awareness 

to our hobby than by getting 

involved! 

      I really would like to see 

more and more of our younger 

members step forward and 

carry the baton forward for the 

HOS. I suggest if any member 

feels strongly about a leadership 

role, please approach one of the 

nominated committee members, 

a current officer or myself. We 

would love to help you out! 
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September Tips 
By Father Ted Baenziger 

 

 

 

     Apologies for the mix-up on the Au-

gust Tips. I was outa town, but I have 

combined two months for double the 

pleasure! September is the seventh 

month (thus the name Septem) for the 

Romans (our ninth), while August was 

the month of Augustus Caesar, who 

established the Pax romana in the first 

century before the Christian era, after a 

particularly nasty civil war. Little did he 

know about our weather, which is unre-

lenting heat punctuated by periodic hur-

ricanes, hardly a peaceful time. It’s a 

good idea for us to prepare for these 

destructive storms, by having supplies on 

hand and keeping our plants (and per-

sons) safe. Forewarned is forearmed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Firstly, know your plants and where 

they are. If under trees, they need to be 

moved ahead of a storm to a protected 

place, and not the greenhouse, which 

may suffer intense damage. I suggest the 

garage or the basement (I do not have 

the latter, but I have indoor space). Oth-

erwise they may blow around and cause 

personal injury to others, if not to them-

selves. If your greenhouse is still there 

after the storm, be aware that power 

outages are common, that you may not 

have any shade-cloth and that frying is a 

real problem in the ensuing heat. And 

trees can lose some if not all of their 

leaves. Be prepared to get them out of 

these killing conditions. Of course, if 

there is flooding (common in our area), 

you should be prepared to slog through 

some mud and get them to higher 

ground (in the shade, if there is any.) I’m 

assuming that you yourself survive. By 

the way, have you thought about your 

collection and where it might end up if, 

God forbid, you go to your heavenly 

reward this summer? Think about telling 

someone who gets your collection. In my 

case, my friend inherits the whole she-

bang, poor guy. 

     August to September are Cattleya 

months at least for the bifoliates (two 

leaves) and Laelia anceps, one of my fa-

vorite Cattleya alliance flowers. These 

need copious water (rain is GOOD) and 

except for the anceps, some shade. Good 

drainage is essential. Fertilization should 

be weakly, weekly. These are also the 

months for phalaenopsis-type Dendrobi-

um to spike. That means the broad-

petalled and multi-floral spikes that are 

developing now: the plants also need 

copious water to bloom well. My Oncidi-

um hybrids are already coming into spike 

and should be glorious in September. 

Think ahead about staking the inflores-

cences so that they face in the right di-

rection and show off the flowers in the 

best way, without breaking by their own 
weight. 

 

Cattleya forbesii, a summer bloomer: 

 
     These are also months of mealy bugs 

and scale, which can easily get out of 

hand. Inspect your plants and, at the first 

sign of these beasties, anoint the plants 

with a mixture of 70% alcohol (4 parts), 

water (two parts) and 409 original, non-

improved, un-perfumed (about 4 drops 

per pint). The first part kills ‘em, the 

second part makes it more economic, 

and the third part makes sure the tegu-

men (hard outer skin) does not shed the 

solution. The 409, a soap, is called a sur-

factant and it is necessary to pierce those 

defenses. The whole plant, including the 

roots, must be treated. 

     August through September also hot, 

need I say. You need to make sure air is 

circulating, inside and out, and that the 

breeze is everywhere: not a gale-force 

wind to blow them over, but a gentle, 

constant flow of air to get rid of stale-

ness and feed them carbon dioxide for 

efficient photosynthesis. Many of our 

orchids are “cam-4”, which means they 

photosynthesize only at night, so make 

sure the air continues to circulate 24/24. 

Watch out for dead spots, where the air 

does not reach. I found a phalaenopsis 

hybrid recently that did not get enough 

air circulation, and it was covered with 

mealy bugs. (see above for the 

“solution”.) Not a good thing. 

     August was the month of our annual 

workshop for HOS, and much thanks to 

all who came and enjoyed the day at the 
First Christian Church. It was a great 

opportunity to buy plants or get them 

through the silent auction, but it was also 

a supremely important time to get ex-

pert advice on the plants you grow and 

want to grow.  I have lots of new Den-

drobium and Paphiopedilum plants to 

look up, myself. There will be occasions 

to buy (or win!) plants at the September 

6 monthly meeting. In all cases, be sure 

to find out as much as you can about any 

new orchids (species, genera, hybrids).       

     You are also invited to attend the 

AOS monthly judging, which has moved 

to the First Christian Church (third Sat-

urday from 11 to about 2. Bring your 

lunch and an orchid or two in bloom.)       

     And keep your ‘chids growing! 

Prosthechea   

fragrans, a summer 

bloomer  

Dendrobium  bigibbum f. compactum 

Vandachostylis (a.k.a. Neostylis) Lou 

Sneary (Vanda falcata x Rhynchostylis 

coelestis)  
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     If you didn’t attend the HOS Work-

shop, you missed an excellent education-

al and social experience. We had over 80 

participants from the HOS and from our 

nearby societies and judging centers. We 

hosted 3 speakers; Fred Clarke from 

Sunset Valley Orchids, CA and our own 

Fr. Ted Baenziger and Stephen Moffit. 

The subject of the workshop was Ca-

tasetinae. The speakers covered the past, 

present, and predicted exciting new de-

velopments for Catasetums, Cycnoches, 

Mormodes  etc hybrids, genetics and 

hybridizing and most important for many 

of us, how to grow and bloom this beau-

tiful genera. We learned that the Texas 

Gulf Coast environment is ideal for 

growing and blooming Catasetinae. The 

workshop concluded with a discussion 

on what the AOS judges look for in 
awardable plants and what the hybridiz-

ers are aiming for. 

     The attendees had a great opportuni-

ty to purchase plants from Sunset Valley 

Orchids, Orchids and Tropicals, and 

Rare Earth Orchids. A rare opportunity 

to indulge one’s orchid addiction and to 

start a Catasetinae collection. 

     I would like to thank the various peo-

ple who helped make the workshop a 

great success. Sarah Bentley handled all 

the registration details. Rosalvina 

Guimeráns was in charge of the 

“nourishment” details along with Winnie 

Yap and Sarah. They handled the shop-

ping and setup for the Friday nosh, Satur-

day breakfast and lunch, and the liquid 

refreshments. Kar Chong, Randy Johnson 

and Claudia Ludwig helped to set up the 

food table. Great scones for breakfast 

and superb sandwiches and salads for 

lunch. Bill Caldwell arranged for the Fri-

day dinner at Bistro Menil. An excellent 

restaurant selection with good food and 

ambience. Winnie Yap handled the work-

shop financial details, and Rick Hepler 

and Tim Gallagher provided the silent 

auction plants. Thank you for a job ex-

tremely well done. 

     Friday night consisted of AOS judging. 

Laurie and Sheila Skov, had two of their 

plants awarded. Congratulations to both 

of them. 

     I would like to acknowledge the ex-

cellent support we received from the 

First Christian Church, Mr. David Mandel 

40th Annual Workshop 

By Derek Lowenstein 

     The August meeting of the Houston 

Orchid Society was full of information 

and anticipation of the 40th Consecutive 

Summer Workshop being held over the 

next two days.  Fred Clarke, the keynote 

speaker for the workshop, gave an excel-

lent program to our members. Being 

clued in on his secrets of orchid culture 

was a true bonus.  Then on top of that, 

he described each plant at the show and 

tell table using his expertise, but still 

using easy to understand terms and 

growing hints.  

     Participation in the plant table was a 

little lower than usual.  I think several 

regular contributors were saving a trip in 

to town because they would be attending 

the workshop. There were only nine 

plants representing species and thirteen 

plants in the hybrid category. 
     The hybrid table showcased several 

beautiful  Phalaeonopsis  violacea hybrids 

grown by Matthew Polmanter and a cou-

ple of Vandas and Cattleyas displaying 

the way they prefer hot weather.  In fact, 

a cattleya won the popular vote.   

     Scott Goedde won that vote with Lc 

Angel Love x Ctna. Why Not. This ex-

ample was just lovely. It was on the large 

size for a ‘mini catt’, but not un-

wieldy.  The well-grown plant sported 

three inflorescence with sprays of lus-

cious violet blooms.  Cheery yellow 

throats were highlighted by the deeper 

orchid color of the scalloped lip on each 

blossom. 

     The variety of plants at the species 

table presented a good chance for Fred 

Clarke to educate us about several spe-

cies.   Sandra Higham won the vote with 

her Encyclia alata ‘Robert’. This large 

example had leaves with a lot of sub-

stance and the long spike soared from 

the leaf mass with swaying star shaped 

blooms in multiple pendulous sprays. 

     Thanks to all the members who bring 

August Plant Table 

By Sarah Bentley 

plants for our edification and thank you 

to Malcolm McCorquodale for the pho-

tos and to my friend Karel Cromie who 

assisted me at the check in table. 

 

 

and especially Kenneth Boozer for 

providing all the setup and custodial ser-

vice. 

     Next year, the 41st Annual Houston 

Orchid Society Workshop will be held 

on August 7-8, 2020. If you have a partic-

ular topic suggestion, please let us know. 

Good growing and blooming. 

Encyclia alata ‘Robert’ 

Lc Angel Love x Ctna. Why Not 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5HOS 

   Meeting 

6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16Content         

Due Date 
17 18 19 20 21 HJC 

        Judging 

22 23  24 25 26 27 28 

29  Newcom-

er’s Meeting 

30      

September 2019 

      

     On August 18th, Don Ghiz hosted 18 

newcomers at his home and backyard 

greenhouse.  After a tour and lots of 

Q&A, Don provided a workshop on the 

culture differences between unifoliate 

and bifoliate cattleyas.  Newcomers were 

equally amazed by Don’s 10+ foot den-

drobium discolor var. broomfieldii, his 

300 gallon saltwater aquarium and the 3- 

inch spider on the window outside his 

kitchen. 

     For September, the Newcomers plan 

to visit the Houston Judging Center on 

Saturday, September 21st and have their 

regular meeting at Cherie Lee’s on Sun-

day, September 29th (technically, the 5th 

Sunday in September). 

 

 

Newcomer’s Group 
By Tim and Stephen Gallagher 

Refreshments 
By Lily Chang 

 

Thanks to all the members who brought refreshments to the August HOS meeting: 

Fa and Melissa Dwan, Claudia Ludwig, Winnie Yap, Elizabeth Fisher, Reva and Robert Raschke, Cherie Lee and Lily Chang 
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Stay-At-Home Orchids 
From Steven Fox 

Pleurothalis medinae  Vanda Alan Ashe Patterson Dendrobium Blue Twinkle 
Dendrobium Chan-Chao ‘Curly 

Brown’ 

Perreiraara Tango Fire Vandachostylis Vaewravee Gold Dendrobium Enobi Purple 

‘Splash’ JC/AOS 
Stellamizutaara Kelly ‘Lea’ 

Vanda Fuchs Ruby Vanda vietnamica Broughtonia sanguinia ‘Star Splash II x H&R Star’ 
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AOS  WEBINARS 

Greenhouse Chat 

Ron McHatton 

Thursday, September 5, 2019 

7:30-8:30pm CT 

 

 

Register 

Orchid Gardens of Latin America 

Wednesday, September 18, 2019 

7:30-8:30pm CT 

 

 

 

Register 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/147860524862361347
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8567250965795696385
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

Officers 
President Rick Hepler 

VP - Speakers Nina Rach 

VP - Shows  Sarah Bentley 

VP - Membership Stacey Pauley 

Treasurer Winnie Yap 

Recording Secretary Sheila Skov 

Past President Don Ghiz 

Chairs 
Conservation Nina Rach 

Display Table Sarah Bentley 

Exhibits Loren Neufeld 

Guest Hospitality Father Ted Baenziger 

Happenings Editor Marianne Canevaro 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Stephen and Tim Gallagher 

Parliamentarian Don Ghiz 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Brad Miller 

Refreshments Lily Chang 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Jay Balchan 

Summer Workshop Derek Lowenstein 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - One Year Term 
Holly Miller Steve Fox 

Calvin Starr Marianne Canevaro 

Susan Dally Stephen Moffitt 

Ft. Ted Baenziger Jay Balchan 

Directors - Two Year Term 
  

  

Representatives 
AOS Representative Jay Balchan 

IPA Representative Father Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Father Ted Baenziger 

SWROGA Directors Laurie Skov 

Don Maples 

September 14-15, 2019 

 
Galveston Bay Orchid Society/SWROGA Show 

Hilton Houston NASA Clear Lake 

3000 E. NASA Parkway 

Houston, TX 

 

December 7, 2019 

 
59th Acadian Orchid Society Short Course 

Hilton Garden Inn 

2350 W. Congress St. 

Lafayette, LA 

 

March 14-15, 2020 

 
Calcasieu Orchid Society Show 

1911 Historic City Hall Arts &  Cultural Center 

1001 Ryan Street 

Lake Charles, LA 

 

March 28-29, 2020 

 
Terrebonne Orchid Society Show 

Southland Mall 

5953 West Park Ave 

Houma, LA 

 

April 4-5, 2020 

 
Houston Orchid Society Show 

Memorial City Mall 

Houston, TX 

http://galvestonbayorchidsociety.org/calendar--events.html
http://swroga.org/events/59th-acadian-annual-short-course
http://www.aos.org/news-and-events/event-calendar/2020/2020-03/calcasieu-orchid-society-easter-parade-of-orchids.aspx
http://www.aos.org/news-and-events/event-calendar/2020/2020-03/calcasieu-orchid-society-easter-parade-of-orchids.aspx

