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The Houston Happenings 

2019 HOS Speaker Schedule 
By Bill Caldwell, 2018 VP of Speakers                      

     In the last two years as VP of 

Speakers, I have had a great 

opportunity to speak with and 

meet many wonderful and         

renowned orchid experts and 

enthusiasts who spoke to the 

member societies of the Texas 

Orchid Circuit as well as those I 

contacted, but were unable to 

speak at one of our meetings.  It 

was a tenure that boosted my 

orchid enthusiasm and increased 

my collection quality many or-

ders of magnitude.  It’s a role 

that everyone should consider if 

interested in furthering their 

knowledge of orchids and net-

working with the people that 

promote them. 

     I plan on continuing to meet 

for dinner before the meetings 

to be able to talk in depth with 

future speakers and our fellow 

HOS members, something that 

is not possible to do at the 

meetings themselves.  It is a 

great opportunity to learn more 

about orchids and to meet 

some really interesting folks.  If 

interested in meeting for dinner, 

speak with the next VP of 

Speakers to get on the dinner 

invite list. 

     I hope that the 2017 and 

2018 speaker slates served eve-

ryone well and they found it 

worth their while in listening to 

the speakers.  I leave you with 

Presidents Post 
By Don Ghiz 

     Greetings, everyone.  It’s 

now early November and this 

may be my last message to you 

for the year. It will appear in the 

December Happening.  I have so 

much to be grateful for in this 

most enjoyable year for me – 

and I hope you too.  In last 

month’s message, I thanked the 

staff of officers, trustees, and 

chairs for their contributions, so 

I’ll briefly say thanks to them all 

again, but not belabor my grati-

tude. 

     By way of update, the Renée 

and Marvin Gerber Brassavola 

award was approved by the 

AOS Board at their semi-annual 

meeting in Apopka, FL a couple 

of weeks ago. We now have a 
good start on the required 

$10,000 that activates this 

award.  So I thank everyone 

again for the generosity.  Renée 

Gerber sent me the following 

words for the HOS. I’d like to 

include them here: 

     The memorial service for 

Marvin, although a sad occasion, 

was made a bit brighter by the 

beautiful sentiments and condo-

lences expressed by the Houston 

Orchid Society. Marvin loved his 

orchids and the HOS. Thank you 

all. 

     On a more upbeat note, I 

remind you that our December 

Meeting is a social with an auc-

tion to help support the Hou-

ston Judging Center. My friend 

Greg Scott will serve as auc-

tioneer.  I ask that you remem-
ber the cause when bidding and 

please be generous. Any amount 

above fair value of the plant is 

tax deductible.  The judges 

work hard for no personal ben-

efit and pay their own way when 

traveling. 

     I will be hosting the New-

comers at my home and green-

house on November 18th at 2:00 

PM.  The more the merrier, so 

please feel free to drop in and 

say hello. Everyone is welcome.  

I ask only that the non-

newcomers refrain from any 

free plant offerings. Ha.  

     Well, as I write this sort of 

farewell message, I note the 

weather this coming week will 

challenge your greenhouse heat-

ing system.  Please prepare ac-

cordingly and keep your plants 

healthy and alive.   

     Thank you so much for all 

your support.  I know it will 

continue and I wish the newly 
elected Officers and Chairs the 

best possible success.  
 

Don Ghiz,  
The Lame Duck President. No 

wise quacks, please. 

the 2019 Speaker Schedule as 

my parting gift.  I am hoping it 

surpasses everyone’s expecta-

tions.  If not, I challenge those 

who are not satisfied to get 

involved with the next VP of 

Speakers in finding speakers for 

the upcoming meetings.  There 

are two months available to 

schedule additional speakers in 

2019.  There’s always 2020 to 

start preparing for as well. 

     As a side note, I was going 

through old records recently 

during a move and found the 

December 1976 Houston Hap-

penings with the announcement 

of my first application for mem-

bership to the HOS.  Now who 

 

Please Welcome 

New Members  

 

Elena Heen 

Bryan Wu 

Billy Bui 

Marc Lefkowitz 
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     The number of submissions to the 

plant table at the Houston Orchid Socie-

ty's November meeting was quite low. 

The quality, however, was in keeping 

with the abilities of our members to 

grow and bloom this interesting plant.  

     Several members provided more than 

one plant - Thank you Judith Neufeld, 

Marianne Walker Canevaro, and Bill 

Caldwell for bringing the plant count 

higher.  Not to discount the members 

bringing one plant each, for that group 

contained the winning plant for both the 

species and hybrid categories.  

     On the hybrid side of the show was a 

nice variety of forms and colors, ranging 

from bold purple blooms on vandaceous 

plants and graceful  sprays of yellow and 

reddish Oncidiums. A single Paph grown 

by Brad Miller provided a yellow excla-
mation point for the hybrid table. Dr. 

Robert Marsh, the evening's speaker, did 

a gracious and appreciative description of 

each of the hybrid plants.  His presenta-

tion of the Barkeria hybrids he has pro-

duced was also illuminating.  

     Winner of the popular vote for   

hybrid orchid was Sandra Higham, whose 

classic big cattleya, Blc Chang Guu Swan, 

had a showy and fragrant trio of blos-

soms on a healthy plant.  The pure white 

petals and sepals were enhanced by the 

deep purple and bright yellow coloration 

of the lip of each one.  

     Only four plants were provided at 

the species end of the exhibit, but Father 

Ted Baenziger gave detailed and enthusi-

astic descriptions of each orchid.    

Habenaria rhodocheila grown by Stephen 

Gallagher, was the winner of the popular 

vote.  Its healthy green leaves sprouted 

four or five inflorescences with several 

dainty pink and white blooms on each 

one.   

      

THANK YOU! 

     As this is the final plant table article 

for 2018, I would like to thank all the 

members who contributed plants, all the 

knowledgeable plant describers and our 

newsletter editor, Marianne, for your 

input and assistance.  I feel the plant table 

presentation is great encouragement for 

new members and all who attempt to 

grow this fascinating plant. I'm looking 

forward to 2019! 

 November Plant Table 
By Sarah Bentley 

 VP of Speakers 
continued 

would retain something like that except a 

true purple-blooded orchid nerd?   

 

Adieu mes amis! 
 

 

2019 HOS Speaker Schedule 

 

January - Linda Fries 

February -  Brandon Tam 

March - To Be Announced 

April - No Speaker - HOS Show Setup 

May - To Be Announced 

June - Tomas Bajza 

July - Sarah Bentley 

August - Fred Clarke 

September - HJC Presentation 

October - Steve Arthur 

November - Tom Sampliner 

December - Holiday Party 

     The Houston Judging Center met at 

the First Christian Church on November 

17, 2018. There were six orchids 

brought in for judging. Two were award-

ed. Catasetum Calcasieu, belonging to 

Stephen Moffitt, received a HCC of 79 

points.  Stephen’s Catasetum sanguineum 

also received an AM of 84 points. 

     Our next judging will be at the    

Acadian Orchid Society Workshop in 

Lafayette, La., on December 1st. Our 

next regularly scheduled meeting in  

Houston will be on December 15th at the 

First Christian Church. 

     TIP: If you wish to bring in plants for 

AOS judging, please remember that a 

valid plant name is required. As more 

and more orchids are available for grow-

ers, it is important to ensure that the 

names are correct. AOS requires the 

parentage for all awards. I have many 

orchids in my collection, most given to 

me by friends, that do not have names. 

Some of them are really great bloomers, 

but I know they cannot be awarded by 

the AOS. They can be used, however, in 

shows for ribbon judging. Many show 

exhibits usually need (filler) plants, which 

 

 Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples 

is a great way to show blooming orchids 

that cannot be presented for AOS    

judging.  Those orchids without names 

should be marked “NOT FOR AOS 

JUDGING” on the registration tag.  

Catasetum Calcasieu  

presented by Stephen Moffitt 

Catasetum sanguineum  

presented by Stephen Moffitt 



      

December Tips 
By Father Ted Baenziger 
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     Catalogues! On-line shopping! Gifts! 

Spending money is an American pastime. 

Just be careful when it comes to orchids. 

Here are a couple of things to avoid. 

Number one, be aware that orchids from 

unknown people can be very small 

(especially on e-bay) and the cost of 

shipping is often more than the cost of 

the plant. If you still want them, try to 

combine shipping costs. Number two, 

the new plants can be very, very picky 

about environmental needs. If you plan 

on growing indoors, be sure to check 

whether the plant needs a cooling period 

or extended drying out, such as some 

Dendrobium and Catasetum. Many of 

the plants available online have special 

needs, so be aware. 

    Two suggestions are Carter and 

Holmes Orchids and Andy’s Orchids 
You can also make donations to two of 

our favorite organizations: the American 

Orchid Society and Jay’s Internet Orchid 

Encyclopedia (links at bottom of page 8).   

     I am writing this on November 13-14 

as the temperature drops into the 30s 

and even below, to 29F, on my balcony. 

This represents a real danger for the 

many Dendrobium and Cattleya species 

and hybrids I have outside, which have 

been fine thus far, even down to 45F! I 

certainly hope all your orchid buddies 

are well protected. On November 16, I 

took some of them outside, but watched 

the night temperature closely. If, on De-

cember 1, they are still outside, well, 

good luck.  

     How about starting a Wardian Case 

in your home? It’s really rather simple 

and very practical for your smaller deni-

zens to have a happy home, winter and 

summer, as the need arises. Basically, it is 

a transparent box that can retain humidi-

ty and allow light to penetrate.  

     The history goes back to the problem 

the English had transferring live plants 

from their far-flung empire at the time of 

swift and not-so-swift sailing vessels. 

England was in love with all kinds of  

exotic plants, from banana trees to Vic-

toria Regia Lilies (the largest in the 

world, from the Amazon rain forest, and 

the national flower of Guyana). Many 

plants were collected, sometimes at the 

cost of human lives, and sent back to the 

homeland in the late 18th century, but 

vast numbers never made it alive because 

of bad weather, salt spray and tempera-

ture fluctuations. Nathaniel Bagshaw 

Ward came up with the idea of a glass 

cage for precious plants in 1829  and in 

1843, it was used to bring back seedlings 

of the quinine tree that would fight ma-

laria symptoms throughout the empire, 

and it worked! Planted in India and 

southeastern Asia, as well as Australia 

and New Zealand, the trees provided 

needed medication throughout the 

realm, thanks to this type of transport. 

     Our needs are much more modest 

and thank goodness, malaria is no longer 

a problem in the Houston area. We 

would like to protect some of our more 

tender orchids, however, from drying 

out or expiring from heat and cold. So, I 

propose you build a Wardian Case, and 
here is how. 

     The first thing to think about is space: 

as big as you can spare for your room. A 

six-inch high, six-inch wide box is OK for 

a fern maybe, but we have greater needs. 

This is not a terrarium! Terraria are 

closed systems that retain moisture, but 

do not circulate air. You may have seen 

them, but they are not fitting for most 

orchids, because of the lack of air ex-

change necessary for these plants that 

grow in breezy conditions in the wild. 

     Our idea is a semi-open, but protect-

ed area that allows plenty of light with-

out overheating and a rather constant 

humidity between 60-80%. In most cases, 

ambient room temperature is OK. If you 

want colder temps for high mountain 

growers, you will need a wine storage 

container - out of my price range.  

     Let’s start with the base. A card table 

is about 30x30”, while a longer table 

would measure from 30 to 50”. You will 

need a catch pan for extra water, filled 

with pebbles or with grill work or both. 

Your case will have to fit just inside this 

pan to avoid spills. Now plan your sides 

and top. My dimensions are 18” wide, 

36” long and 30” high. I used double wall 

polyvinyl which allows 85-90% of the 

light to enter from the sides and above. 

     Cut the sides and top to measure. 

You want the cover piece to lie on top 

of the sides, not inside them, and a little 

overlap is no problem. On the side facing 

your room, cut out a large single door, 

like a pet entrance, that can flip up easily. 

You will need a hinge at the top and a 

latch system on the side that holds it 

open (see photo).  

On one of the sides, I cut four circles for 

ventilation plus one for the wires, and 

attached cheap computer fans, which run 

very quietly and can be powered with a 

USB port. Two should face out for ex-

haust and two for the intake. The wiring 
is up to you.  

     Then I drilled three holes on each of 

the sides for hanging rods (40’), which 

are plastic coated so to avoid rust, and 

available in garden stores as tutors.  

     You should now have four sides, a 

door and a cover. With silicone (either 

in pure form or as a glue), seal the joints, 

add the hinged door and its latch. You 

now have everything you need except 

light. I have two 36” T-8 fluorescent 

lamps sitting on top with a timer set to 

give 12 hours of light. I find T-8 to be the 

most efficient and least hot-running. The 

last addition is a thermometer inside to 

indicate temperature and humidity. 

Ready to go! (See picture on page 5) 

     By the way, I use rainwater that I 

collect outside and a 2-gallon pressure 

sprayer I got from Home Depot for less 

than $15. It works like a dream… 

     The whole arrangement for me cost 

about $75. Amazon sells smaller ones for 

over a hundred dollars. 
 

(1)  http://my.chicagobotanic.org/nature-in-view/inbloom/

darwins-orchid-and-the-wardian-case/  

http://my.chicagobotanic.org/nature-in-view/inbloom/darwins-orchid-and-the-wardian-case/
http://my.chicagobotanic.org/nature-in-view/inbloom/darwins-orchid-and-the-wardian-case/
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2018 Annual Holiday Party 
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Lighting for Wardian Case referenced in the December Tips 

Stay-At-Home Orchids from Judith & Loren Neufeld 

Cattleya aclandiae ‘La Dolce Vita’   

from Bill Caldwell 

Otaara Jane Fumiye ‘Hawaii’ Dendrobium Fire Wing 

Bulbophyllum corolliferum 

Presented by Father Ted 

Bulbophyllium echinolabium  

from Marianne Canevaro 

Bulbophyllum Elizabeth Ann 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
     1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 Content 

Due Date 
11 12 13 14 15 HJC 

 Judging 

16  17  18 19 20 21 22 

23/30 24/31 25 26 27 28 29 

December 2018 

Newcomers Meeting  
By Steve Fox 

     The November 2018 HOS Newcom-

ers Group meeting was held at the resi-

dence of Don Ghiz on November 18.   

Fourteen Newcomer members and sev-

en guests from the Houston Orchid 

Society were in attendance.  Don gave all 

the attendees an information sheet about 

how his greenhouse operates and how 

his plants are cared for. Don then led the 

group on a tour of the greenhouse and 

showed how he grows his orchids.  After 

the tour, we returned to the house and 

held a question and answer session and a 

plant raffle.   

     My thanks to Don for stepping up at 

the last minute and hosting the HOS 

Newcomers group, as well as opening his 

greenhouse to others. 
     There is no HOS Newcomers meet-

ing planned for December.  Merry 

Christmas and Happy Holidays to all 
members of the Houston Orchid Society 

and their families. 
     If anyone else is interested in hosting 

meetings in 2019, or has plants or sup-

plies that can be used by the group, 

please let me know anytime.   

Refreshments 
By Melissa Dwan 

     Thank you to those individuals who  

provided refreshments for the Novem-

ber meeting: Cherie Lee, Al Mowery & 

Elizabeth Fisher, Lily Chang, Reva 

Raschke, Marsha & Steve Fox, Sandra 

Higham, Don Ghiz, Marianne Canevaro, 

Ivan Bernal, Fred & Betsy Robinson, 

Melissa & Fa Dwan, and anyone else I 

may have missed. 

 

     December is our holiday party, so 

please bring a dish to share with the 

other members. 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

Officers 
President Don Ghiz 

VP - Speakers Bill Caldwell 

VP - Shows  Rick Hepler 

VP - Membership Becky Sturnfield 

Treasurer Winnie Yap 

Recording Secretary Sheila Skov 

Past President Derek Lowenstein 

Chairs 
Conservation Nina Rach 

Display Table Sarah Bentley 

Exhibits Rick Hepler 

Guest Hospitality Amy Colville 

Happenings Editor Marianne Canevaro 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Steve Fox 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Judith Neufeld, Loren Neufeld 

Refreshments Melissa Dwan 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Jay Balchan 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 
Holly Miller Steve Fox 

Calvin Starr Marianne Canevaro 

Susan Dally Stephen Moffitt 

Ft. Ted Baenziger  

Directors - One Year Term 
Marvin Gerber Tom Durrett 

Jay Balchan  

Representatives 
AOS Representative Jay Balchan 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings and Laurie 
Skov 

January 11-13, 2019 

 
Miami Orchid Society 

Tamiami International Orchid Festival 

Dade County Fairgrounds Expo Center 

10901 Coral Way 

Miami, FL 

 

January 25-27, 2019 

 
Orchid Paradise 

Fort Lauderdale Orchid Society Show 

War Memorial Auditorium 

800 N. 8th Street 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

 

February 9-10, 2019 

 
Boca Raton Orchid Society Show 

Safe Schools Institute 

1790 NW Spanish River Blvd 

Boca Raton, FL 

 

March 22-24, 2019 

 
Alama Orchid Society Show 

San Antonio Garden Center 

3310 North New Braunfels Ave 

San Antonio, TX 

 

April 6-7, 2019 

 
Houston Orchid Society Show 

Memorial City Mall 

Dillard’s Court 

 

April 12-14, 2019 

 
Acadian Orchid Society Show 

Ira Nelson Horticultural Center 

2206 Johnston Street 

Lafayette, LA 70503 

https://www.flos.org/orchid-paradise/
https://www.flos.org/orchid-paradise/
https://www.flos.org/orchid-paradise/
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https://carter-and-holmes.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AOS  WEBINARS 

Wednesday, December 12, 2018  

7:30 PM - 8:30 PM CST  

Judging Vandas with Robert Fuchs 

Robert Fuchs 

Register 

Thursday, January 10, 2019  

7:30 PM - 8:30 PM CST  

Cattleya Species Culture 

Bill Rogerson 

Register 

Links 
Carter and Holmes Orchids - carterandholmes.com 

Andy’s Orchids - andysorchids.com 

American Orchid Society - aos.org 

Internet Orchid Species Photo Encyclopedia - orchidspecies.com 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7644174664979492355
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6267544326951329539
https://carter-and-holmes.com/
https://andysorchids.com/
http://www.aos.org/
http://www.orchidspecies.com/

