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The Houston Happenings 

November Program: Beautiful Barkerias From A to Z 
By Bill Caldwell, VP Speakers                      

     Dr. Robert Marsh will be 

presenting Beautiful Barkerias:  

From A to Z.  His program 

covers everything you need to 

know to grow and bloom these 

wonderful step-sisters of the 

Cattleyas. 

     Robert Marsh has 60 years 

of experience with growing 

orchids.  He was enticed to 

start growing orchids in his 

early teen years by articles in 

popular magazines and the book 

"Home Orchid Growing" by 

Rebecca Northern.  With en-

couragement and advice from 

Craig Foster of Bluegrass Or-

chids, which was located near 

Lexington, Kentucky, and orchid 

enthusiast Katherine Stewart in 

his hometown, Winchester, 

Kentucky, Robert's multigeneric 

collection quickly grew to fill a 

greenhouse that he and his 

grandfather built. For a time, the 

pursuit of a Ph.D. in molecular 

biology at Vanderbilt University, 

followed by several years of 

post-doctoral research in Ger-

many and at Princeton Universi-

ty, put the orchids on a back 

burner.  But, in the early 1980s, 

after joining the faculty of the 

University of Texas at Dallas, 

Dr. Marsh -- at the naive urging 

of one of his doctoral students -

Presidents Post 
By Don Ghiz 

     Hello, everyone. We near 

the end of October and the 

gremlins are howling and the 

pumpkin patch is full of evil 

things.  Hopefully, not our 

greenhouses though.  These 

cooler nights should be bringing 

lots of pleasant surprises – this 

weather is what will make our 

Phalaenopsis spike and give us 

material for our Spring Show.  

It’s good to let your greenhous-

es go to 55 degrees for the next 

couple of weeks. 

     The Nominating Committee, 

Fr. Ted, Holly, and Jay will make 

their final report on November 

1st and we will vote on their 

recommendations. That means 

my term as President winds 
down, but before I give up the 

microphone, I want to express 

my gratitude to the workers 

who made this year so enjoya-

ble for me.  We had a Board 

that was full of energy and en-

thusiasm, Committee Chairs 

busting at the seams with sup-

port and Officers who were not 

only conscientious, but also 

energetic in their duties.  Who 

could ask for more?  So I want 

to thank them for their contri-

butions and I want to thank the 

entire membership for the sup-

port and warmth I’ve felt at 

every meeting.  Yes, I’ll have 

another President’s Report to 

write, but saying thanks twice is 

always a good thing. 

     With all that support, we 

were able to rewrite the        

By-Laws to make them more in 

line with current practices, and 
we were able to get our exempt 

status from the IRS, sometimes 

called a 501-C-3.  We were able 

to secure a meeting place for 

the next three years at less cost 

than this year. The most im-

pressive ‘consequence’ of these 

efforts arguably may be that our 

membership grew by 23% this 

year.  Whatever created that, 

we need to keep it up because 

membership is the backbone of 

our success.  How could I not 

feel good about all that this 

year’s leaders accomplished and 

I’m truly grateful. 

     The Renee and Marvin   

Gerber Award for the best 

Brassavola progeny is close to 

being approved by the AOS.  

The Executive Committee has 

approved bringing it to the 

Board of Trustees next week 

and it will likely get approval to 

become a reality.  Our generous 

membership and friends of the 

Gerbers have already contribut-
ed some $1500, and at the No-

vember 1st meeting, we will be 

selling some of their plants that 

Sunset Valley Orchids donated 

to his memory.  I encourage you 

to participate in purchasing 

(Continued on page 2) 

- returned to the avid pursuit of 

orchids: first of Oncidium species 

and then Barkerias, after being 

introduced to them by Jim Balch 

of North Little Rock, Arkansas.       

In 1982 he joined the Greater 

North Texas Orchid Society. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Please Welcome 

New Members  

 

Virgie Provancha 
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     Most of the plants on exhibition at 

our October meeting were in the orchid 

color family, that is, most of them were 

some shade of orchid.  A preponderance 

of members of the Cattleya Alliance is 

testimony to the heat heartiness of that 

group. Several members of  Phaleonopsis 

and a Dendrobium or two were present-

ed by our members.  

     The highly capable plant describers 

were John Stubbings, calling the Hybrids 

and Rick Hepler, who was prepared to 

describe the Species plants.  However, 

due to time constraints, the membership 

was offered a brief description of one 

plant in each category which was the 

winner of the popular vote.  

     The Species plant winning the vote 

was grown by Steve Gallagher.  His   

Cattleya bowringiana v. coerulea 'Blue 
Angel' was a well grown plant with two 

heavily flowered inflorescences. The 

dozen blooms were decidedly bluish with 

a deeper purple lip.  

 October Plant Table 
By Sarah Bentley 

 President’s Post 
continued 

some of them. They will be reasonably 

priced and the proceeds will go primarily 

towards the AOS award, which has to 

have $10,000 funding before it becomes 

active. 

      

 Cattleya bowringiana v. coerulea 

‘Blue Angel’ presented by Steve 

Gallagher 

 Lc Dinard ‘Blue Heaven’ presented 

by Marianne Canevaro 

 November Speaker 
continued 

Three years later, Dr. Marsh's Oncidium  

enderianum 'Lorenz Marsh' AM/AOS was 

awarded the AOS Botanical Trophy, 

called the Nax Trophy at the time. Since 

then he has written articles and regis-

tered a number of Oncidium and Bark-

eria hybrids, several of which have re-

ceived AOS quality awards. Twelve years 

ago, Dr. Marsh retired as Associate Head 

of the Molecular and Cell Biology     

Department at UT Dallas.  Now he 

teaches biochemistry as a part-time   

Senior Lecturer and works to popularize 

Barkerias among orchid hobbyists and 

establish them as mass-market pot 

plants. He and Dennis Szeszko, who 

wrote the recent authoritative work on 

the orchids of Mexico State, La        

Orquideoflora Mexiquense, have found-

ed MAS Orchids LLC, which is working 
with Floracultura in Holland to commer-

cialize Barkerias. 

     Don’t miss this great opportunity to 

learn about the Barkerias from the most 

knowledgeable expert of Barkerias on 

Thursday, November 1, 2018 @ 7:30 PM 

at the First Christian Church & School, 

1601 Sunset Blvd, Houston, TX 77005.   

      

     Winner of the Hybrid plant popular 

vote was Marianne Canevaro's Lc. Di-

nard 'Blue Heaven." It is a hybrid be-

tween Lc, Saint Gothard and Cattleya 

Dinah. This healthy plant had lots of 

bright green leaves and the infloresence 

sported many large blossoms with the 

classic Cattleya shape, Again, the bluish 

orchid color of the petals led to a deep 

purple lip with some lighter color within 

it. 

     I regret there was not time to de-

scribe more of the offerings. In addition 

to the winners, these members brought 

plants to share and show: Judith Neufeld, 

Fred Robinson, Melissa Dwan, Sandra 

Higham, Steve Fox, Brad Miller, Ken 

Whitmire and Lily Chang, Thank you 

each and every one.  

That takes me out. Happy 

Growing and I hope to see you 

next week. 



      

November Tips 
By Father Ted Baenziger 
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      Did you watch the rain on October 

15? The temperature dropped 30 de-

grees and we reached 58 degrees at my 

place  downtown. I hope you are ready 

for some abrupt ups and downs of    

temperature from now on. Protect! 

Those heaters may not be in the best of 

shape. Check them! 

     My problem has been corrosion. Al-

though I have the heater(s) under water-

proof covers, the ambient humidity can 

rot things pretty fast in the summer and 

no one wants freezing temperatures to 

spell the loss of every Vanda and 

Phalaenopsis in your shelter. So, I check 

and double check. A heater pulls plenty 

of electricity, but they do not cost much 

to replace. Beware gas heaters, as they 

can emit dangerous gases that can kill 

plants, not to mention pets and people. 
     November has so much good and evil 

in its character here in Houston. No 

more hurricanes! The days can still be 

glorious, generally in the 70’s, and you 

may think about buying some new     

orchids in bloom. Maybe you have    

Dendrobium hybrids in full bloom right 

now. It is the season, because all that 

summer growth is mature and the spikes 

are coming into full glory. Make sure they 

are protected from sudden temperature 

drops. 

     To the left is an 

old cross that I just 

named last year for 

my sister, Den-

drobium  Susan 

Davis. It is Den. 

Inner Harmony x 

Uniwai Royale, and 

I have had it for at 

least nine years. 

Blooming in mid-

October, it will 

continue for al-

most two months 

to give flowers. I put the plastic pot into 

a terracotta pot, slightly bigger, because I 

was lazy and it was top-heavy and then 

the roots started to go all over the place, 

so I put it in a basket, which now hangs 

outside the railing of my balcony, in full 

wind, but protected from direct sun. It 

thrives summer and winter as long as I’m 

careful about watering and bring it inside 

below 50 degrees. Some of the roots are 

5 feet long and wrapped all over the 

basket. Here is a picture of it in spike 

and bloom, where it is happy. This sum-

mer I had a keiki (baby), growing on an 

old cane, which I plucked off to send to 

Sis, and it’s establishing nicely and will 

bloom next Fall for her.  

This is another of 

my mounted 

Dendrobium 

hybrids, Blue 

Twinkle (Betty 

Goto x canalicula-

tum), more pink 

than blue, and 

indeed it twinkles. 

The species par-

ent is a small-

growing, antelope 

type, with spade 
shaped (spatulate) 

petals that tend 

to twist and stick up in the air. About 

five years back I put it on a branch cut 

from a peach tree that I used to have, 

bark and all. Once again, watering is real-

ly important for these exposed plants 

and they dry out quickly. Most Den-

drobium hybrids prefer to be pot-bound 

(or so they say), but I have had so much 

difficulty keeping them in the pot, since 

they fall over, in the wind, or flop over 

from heavy flowers; so that I prefer to 

let them “go wild” on a mount. This 

cross grows new canes while it’s bloom-

ing from the old ones, although most of 

the “phalaenopsis” type have new 

growth after the blooms. 

     Another good aspect of November is 

the time we spend inside with family, 

friends and TV if you have one. Of 

course, it’s also time to snack, nibble and 

eat, sometimes too much. Did you know 

your orchids can also overeat and get 

that stuffy, uncomfortable feeling? In-

deed, fertilizer can produce weak, un-

resistant growth, and even rot the roots 

and pseudobulbs, especially since the 

light intensity is way down as well as the 

temperature. Please put me on a diet 

NOW, don’t feed me while I’m resting 

and be sparing on the water. Go cook 

cookies or a pumpkin pie and leave me 

alone. If I am a deciduous Dendrobium 

(dropping leaves after they yellow), just 

stop it altogether for this month and the 

next. On the other hand, give me lots of 

light (the same is true for deciduous 

Catasetum), because this guarantees 

flowers later on. 

     Don’t forget to water me if my name 

is Paphiopedilum or Phalaenopsis, be-

cause I’m getting ready to bloom, and 

give me lots of indirect light. 

     November is also good because my 

students will be getting the results from 

our DNA study of orchids. This year, we 

concentrated on Dendrobium and    

Restrepia species and the results so far 

are very impressive, with a 90%+ success 

rate for extraction and concentration of 

the genetic material (PCR). We get the 

results back in time for them to make 

presentations around November 17. 

Here are some of the plants they sam-

pled: Dendrobium faciferum, a warm-
growing orange flower that is only 1 cm 

long (less than ½”), below left, and   

Restrepia iris, below right.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talking about Restrepia, they are charm-

ing plants that do well indoors and re-

ward with lots of flowers when the time 

is ripe. They like to be watered but nev-

er waterlogged and can be shared with 

friends in a very easy manner: simply 

pluck off a leaf that has bloomed, plunk it 

into some damp sphagnum and voila! A 

newby! 

     Anyone have any to share? I love 

them. Happy Thanksgiving, all.  

 

 

 

 

Restrepia   

chacoensis 
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AOS  WEBINARS 

Wednesday, November 7, 2018  

7:30 PM - 8:30 PM CST  

Greenhouse Chat 

Ron McHatton 

 

Register 

Wednesday, November 14, 2018  

7:30 PM - 8:30 PM CST  

Pleurothallid Pollination in Spanish 

Adam Karremans   

Register 

Wednesday, December x, 2018  

7:30 PM - 8:30 PM CST  

A Look at the Orchids of Ecuador in 

their Native Habitat  

Nile Dusdieker  

 

Register 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8277603312967350786
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6366226593004520193
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4941122085179028226
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Officers 
 

President: Rick Hepler 

 

VP Speakers: Nina Rach 

                                         
VP Shows and Plant Table: Sarah 

Bentley (Loren Neufeld for shows) 

 
VP Membership: Rebecca Sturn-

feld/Stacey Pauley 

 

Treasurer: Winnie Yap 

 

Recording Secretary: Sheila Skov 

 

Board of Directors 

Two Year 
 

None 

 

Board of Directors 

One Year 
 

Ted Baenziger 

Jay Balchan 

Holly Miller 

Susan Dally 

Steve Fox 

Stephen Moffitt 

Calvin Starr 

Marianne Canevaro 

 

SWROGA Reps 
 

Laurie Skov: serving one more year 

Don Maples: to be elected to  

serve 2 years 

2019 Committee 

Nominations 

HOS Plant Sale October Meeting Pictures 

The HOS will be selling plants at the 

November meeting to raise funds for a 

proposed new AOS Award, the ‘Renee 

and Marvin Gerber Award’, that will be 

awarded to the best Brassavola nodosa 

hybrid. The plants were donated by Sun-

set Valley Orchids in Marvin’s memory. 
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Stay-At-Home Orchids from Steve Fox 

Stay-At-Home Orchids from Judith & Loren Neufeld 

Slc Minipet 

Bc Kosh Wallis ‘Paradise’ 

Bct. Little Mermaid 

‘Janet’ 

Cymbidium Cherry Kisses 

Vanda Pure Magic Bc. Little Mermaid ‘Janet’ Vanda Mamo x tesselatta Lc Tristar Bouquet 

Potinara Hawaiian Charisma ‘Hawaii’ Cattleya Miss Endicott Oncidium Heaven Scent ‘Sweet Baby’ 



Perreiraara Tango Fire  
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HOS Picnic 



Page 8 Volume 48, Issue 11 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
  31              

AOS 

1 HOS Meeting 

Fall 

2 

Members 

3 

Meeting 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 Content 

Due Date 
13 14 15 16 17 HJC 

 Judging 

18 2:00 PM 

Newcomers  
19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

November 2018 

Newcomers Meeting  
By Steve Fox 

     The October 2018 HOS Newcomers 

Group meeting was held at the residence 

of Stephen Moffitt on October 21.   Six 

members were in attendance.  Stephen 

showed us how to test for virus and then 

led the group on a tour of his green-

house and shade house to explain how 

he grows his orchids.  Several newcom-

ers from the Bay Area Orchid Society 

joined us on our tour. 

     Thanks to Stephen for hosting and 

providing plants for the raffle. 

     The November meeting is scheduled 

to be held on November 18th. Watch for 

the announcement of the November 

meeting location.  There is no meeting 

planned for December. 

     If anyone else is interested in hosting 

upcoming meetings in 2019, or has plants 

or supplies that can be used by the 

group, please let me know anytime.  
  

One of our yummy October snacks 

Raffle Table 
By Loren & Judith Neufeld 
 

 
We will have more plants coming from Troy and Kim Merchant. Troy has been growing from seedlings and there are more than 

enough to share with HOS members. So, come to the meeting with your purses (and money ) to buy raffle tickets! See you all then. 

Refreshments 
By Melissa Dwan 

     Refreshments for the October HOS 

meeting were provided by Joni Noble, 

Trish Hotalen, Becky Sturnfield, Winnie 

Yap, Cherie Lee, Stacey Pauley, Mary 

Rogge, Jim Dilger, Scott Goedde, Marsha 

& Steve Fox, and Fa & Melissa Dwan.  

     As you may have noticed, the same 

people bring refreshments to each meet-

ing. Please consider giving them a break 

and bring refreshments to the November 

meeting. 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

Officers 
President Don Ghiz 

VP - Speakers Bill Caldwell 

VP - Shows  Rick Hepler 

VP - Membership Becky Sturnfield 

Treasurer Winnie Yap 

Recording Secretary Sheila Skov 

Past President Derek Lowenstein 

Chairs 
Conservation Nina Rach 

Display Table Sarah Bentley 

Exhibits Rick Hepler 

Guest Hospitality Amy Colville 

Happenings Editor Marianne Canevaro 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Steve Fox 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Judith Neufeld, Loren Neufeld 

Refreshments Melissa Dwan 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Jay Balchan 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 
Holly Miller Steve Fox 

Calvin Starr Marianne Canevaro 

Susan Dally Stephen Moffitt 

Ft. Ted Baenziger  

Directors - One Year Term 
Marvin Gerber Tom Durrett 

Jay Balchan  

Representatives 
AOS Representative Jay Balchan 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings and Laurie 
Skov 

 

October 31-November 3, 2018 

 
AOS Fall Members Meeting in conjunction with 

19th International Slipper Orchid Symposium 

Highland Manor 

Apopka, FL 

 

November 2-3, 2018 

 
12th Merritt Huntington Memorial Symposium 

Virginia Beach Resort and Conference Center 

2800 Shore Drive 

Virginia Beach, VA 

 

December 1, 2018 

 
Acadian Orchid Society 58th Annual Short 

Course 

Hilton Garden Inn 

2340 W. Congress St. 

Lafayette, LA  

 

January 25-27, 2019 

 
Orchid Paradise 

Fort Lauderdale Orchid Society Show 

War Memorial Auditorium 

800 N. 8th Street 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

www.FLOS.org  

 

April 6-7, 2019 

 
Houston Orchid Society Show 

Memorial City Mall 

Dillard’s Court 

https://aosmembersmeeting.com/
https://aosmembersmeeting.com/
http://www.mhsymposium.org/
https://www.flos.org/orchid-paradise/
https://www.flos.org/orchid-paradise/
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Orchid Garage Sale! 

 
November 4th (Sunday) 

Collections from Kar Chong & Winnie Yap, Melissa & Fa Dwan, Yvonne Li & Jay Kwan 
  
We have been growing orchids for years.  Due to the limited growing space, we plan to have an orchid garage sale together. Most 

plants are 4-6” specimen size and all in good condition. All our plants are well labeled and have no disease. Lots of blooming dendrobi-

ums, warm growing cymbidiums (which will bloom in Houston area), cattleyas, oncidiums, Phalaenopsis, and vandas. The sale will also 

include some large size house plants and growing supplies. 

  
NO reservations for any one. You have to come to make your selections. No greenhouse visit on that day. Orchid garage sale will be 

at Yvonne & Jay’s house on November 4th (Sunday) @ 2:00-4:00 pm. Please search the HOS Member Directory or email us to get the 

address. (Cash and check only.) 

 

  
Kar Chong & Winnie Yap   Melissa & Fa Dwan    Yvonne Li & Jay Kwan 

mr.kschong@gmail.com   melissa_chau_us@yahoo.com  yvonne_liying@hotmail.com 

  

  

mailto:mr.kschong@gmail.com
mailto:melissa_chau_us@yahoo.com
mailto:yvonne_liying@hotmail.com

