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The Houston Happenings 

October Program: Winn Winmaw - Orchids of Burma, Mt. 

Victoria, Mt. Popa & Shan Plateau By Bill Caldwell, VP Speakers                      

     Our featured speaker for 

the October meeting is Winn 

Winmaw.  His presentation, 

Orchids of Burma: Mt. Victoria, 

Mt. Popa & Shan Plateau, will 

illustrate the different regional 

locations and climate zones of 

Burma (Myanmar) where or-

chids are found. 

     Winn was born in Shan 

State, eastern Burma, where 

Cymbidium lowianum, Vanda 

coerulea and Paphiopedilum 

charlesworthii are found abun-

dantly in the wild.  The first 

orchid that Winn collected from 

the forest floor was a dendrobi-

um species. He was 7 years old.  

With this, he began taking care 

of orchids in his family’s garden.  

      As an undergraduate study-

ing physics at the University of 

Rangoon, Winn was a member 

of the Department of Botany’s 

orchid society. Later, he lived in 

Japan for four years for further 

study and training. In 1988, he 

moved to the United States and 

settled in Orange County, CA. 

Eventually, he began collecting 

and growing orchids here.  

     Today, he has a large orchid 

collection, many of which are 

vandaceous orchids.  He grows 

his plants in a shade house and 

greenhouse.  Winn and his wife, 

Presidents Post 
By Don Ghiz 

     Hello, everyone. Hopefully 

your collection has started re-

acting to the cooler nights here 

in Houston and will soon re-

ward you for the hard work 

keeping them alive through the 

summer.  Houston would likely 

be the largest city in the coun-

try were it to have all Aprils and 

Octobers. Please enjoy the up-

coming Fall season.  

     Towards that end, the Fall 

picnic will be held on October 

14, a Sunday. More information 

will be on the website soon, but 

it will be at Laurie and Sheila 

Skov’s house in Santa Fe.  If you 

haven’t been there, it’s totally 

worth the drive.  They have 

built a tropical paradise on their 
property.  There will be plants 

auctioned and Laurie himself will 

be able to sell during the event.   

     On a different note, I just 

want you all to know how much 

I appreciate the attendance at 

our meetings.  And I couldn’t be 

happier with the growing mem-

bership and excitement I see in 

some of our newer members. I 

know it can be a bit intimidating 

at first, but try to think of it as 

walking into a party. At first we 

feel a little self conscious and 

that turns to interest as we get 

comfortable with the people 

there.  I encourage everyone to 

walk up to anyone else and 

introduce yourself.  Tell them 

about your orchid collection or 

ask a question.  Personally, I’ve 

tried other plant societies, and 

this isn’t a slam, but I find or-

chids more diverse and there-
fore more rewarding than some.  

One can study and grow or-

chids for years and years and 

never get bored.   

     I believe camaraderie to be 

the backbone of a good meet-

ing.  Good speaker, good food, 

and good location are im-

portant, but the social atmos-

phere has to be conducive to 

enjoying a meeting and coming 

back. So, if you see someone 

struggling to be comfortable, 

please introduce yourself and 

help him or her feel more   

relaxed.  We all have orchids as 

a common interest, so make the 

best of that and enjoy meeting 

people.  Yes, we all have cell 

phones with internet connec-

tions with unlimited information 

about your orchid of interest. 

That doesn’t make the infor-

mation accurate.  I encourage 

you to go to a reliable source 

for your information – like the 

American Orchid Society or our 
meetings. 

     If you are not a member of 

the AOS, please check it out 

and consider joining.  It’s inex-

pensive and informative. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Chitsaya, are members of the 

Newport Harbor Orchid    

Society.  

(Continued on page 2) 

Please Welcome 

New Members  

 

Paul Sidello 

Kenton Whitmire 

Randy Johnson 

Christi Coles 
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     Participation by Houston Orchid   

Society members was on the uptick for 

the September 2018 "Show and Tell" 

table. The variety and quality of plants 

presented were exceptional, particularly 

considering summer temperatures are 

still high.  

     Five members brought a total of 7  

species plants. The winner of the popular 

vote was a plant named Rodriguezia 

venusta, grown by Tan Tran. This little 

beauty, pictured below, was presented in 

a hanging basket, with at least five     

pendulous bloom spikes. The dozens of 

delicate white blossoms with lemon col-

ored throats were enhanced by a mass 

of shiny green foliage.   

      

     The excellent presentation and de-

scriptions of the species plants came 

from Fr. Ted Baenziger.  He highlighted 

another species plant owned by a new 

member, Matthew P. His Galeandra  

baueri presented a number of bloom 

spikes with one holding more than 5 

blossoms and one bud yet to open.    

Recognized as rare and well grown, this 

is an example of contributions of our 

newer members. 

     The hybrid table was generously sup-

plied with many massive displays of flow-

ers. Thirteen members brought a total of 

19 plants. Vandas and Ascocendras se-

gued to several Dendrobiums, including 

one with a large mass of white blossoms 

grown by another newer member who is 

also the youngest orchidist we have see 

in a while, J. Thomas. Warm summer 

temperatures coaxed sweet and showy 

blossoms from an array of Cattleyas of 

all types.  

     Ably described by Jay Balchan, the 

plants on the hybrid table were eclipsed 

 September Plant Table 
By Sarah Bentley 

 October Speaker 
continued 

by the display of the winner of the popu-

lar vote, an impressive Paphiopedilum 

Claire de Lune, shown below. This hy-

brid sported several large, healthy mott-

led green leaves supporting three large 

inflorescences of bright green slippers 

with a collar of green and white. This 

lovely plant is owned by Tim Gallagher.  

     Recently, Winn has made several 

trips back to Burma and has explored 

orchids in nature.  Last December, Winn 

made another orchid expedition to the 

Shan Plateau in the eastern part of Bur-

ma.  The Shan Plateau can reach an alti-

tude of over 2,000 meters (6,562 ft) with 

beautiful landscapes and a humid, sub-

tropical climate.  It is pleasantly warm 

during the day and cool at night.  He 

shares his orchid experiences by giving 

presentations to orchid societies.   

     Don’t miss this great opportunity to 

get a glimpse of the fascinating, relatively 

unknown country of Myanmar, and the 

people and the orchids that live there.  

 

Please join us on Thursday, October 4, 

2018 @ 7:30 PM at the location below: 

 
First Christian Church & School  

1601 Sunset Blvd, Houston, TX 77005.   

     The Houston Judging Center met at 

the First Christian Church for its regular 

monthly meeting, which included a busi-

ness meeting. Two awards were earned. 

Dennis Wollard from Carencro, LA sent 

in Trichocentrum Ella Fitz ’Reverend 

James Evans’ (Trt Splenku x Trt lance-

anum), which received an HCC of 77 

points. William Caldwell brought in a 

Clowesetum Lou Lodyga (Clowesetum 

Jumbo Lace x Catasetum Susan Fuchs), 

which received an AM of 82 points. 

     During the month of October, our 

judges will meet at the First Christian 

Church on the 20th.  

     Please Note: The monthly meeting 

of the Houston Judging Center will now 

be held on the third Saturday of each 

month at the First Christian Church 

where HOS has their monthly meetings. 

Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples 



      

In Memoriam Marvin Joel Gerber, 1934-2018 
By Don Ghiz 
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Marvin Joel Gerber passed away Sept 

23rd after a valiant battle with lymphoma. 

He leaves behind his wife of 61 years, 

Renee, and his 3 children, Andrea, Howie 

(and Teri) and Gail (and Norman) Stala-

row. He also leaves behind his four   

precious grandsons, Micah and Logan 

Stalarow and Sammy and Jason Gerber, 

and his sister, Toby Feinstock. He was 

born in Brooklyn, New York and moved 

to Miami with his family at the age of 12. 

He was an Eagle Scout, valedictorian of 

his high school class, graduated from the 

University of Miami and was a Lieutenant 

in the U.S. Air Force. He enjoyed a   

career with Sage, then many years as 

both a residential and commercial real-

tor. He was President of both the     

Houston and American Orchid Societies. 

Donations can be made to the Houston 
Orchid Society, Houston Hospice or 

the charity of your choice.      

 
     When I think about Marvin, what 

comes to mind, and I show my age here, 

is the Reader’s Digest Column called, 

“The Most Unforgettable Character I 

Ever Met.”  If I had to pick a word that 

best describes him, it would be ‘SOLID’.  

He was a solid husband, a solid father, a 

solid grandfather, a solid orchidist, a solid 

friend, and the list goes on.  OK, I didn’t 

say easygoing. I didn’t say non-

opinionated, and I didn’t say patient.  He 

was none of these, but he was solid in his 

behavior. He was predictable.  He was 

always true to what he believed in. 

     We all know that Marvin got to the 

point without a lot of wasted time - or 

words, for that matter.  He had a mind 

like a steel trap and sometimes one could 

feel like a mouse in that trap.  It was sad 

to see him, in his last year, become un-

sure of himself.  He had always enjoyed 

life to its fullest – a man who had such 

zest for the things that mattered to him, 

his wife, his children, his grandchildren, 
his orchids, the AOS, HJC, and HOS, his 

friends, and his country; a man who exer-

cised regularly and watched what he ate.   

     I know these things were important 

to him because Marvin and I spent a lot 

of time travelling to orchid shows, often 

just the two of us, and so there was a lot 

of time to talk, or not talk, or nap, what-

ever people do on long road trips.  Yes, I 

had a lot of time to listen to Marvin, 

usually about whatever came to mind.  It 

never ceased to amaze me how fast he 

could grasp a situation and bring it to an 

intelligent and logical conclusion.  I often 

felt dumb around him.  My exposure to 

Marvin was pretty much limited to    

orchids and family.  Those were his first 

two loves, and the things that he and I 

had in common. I’m not into sports.  He 

was and could quote statistics and teams 

and so on.  The nice thing about these 

trips is he would take naps, and that gave 

me a chance to gather my thoughts for 

when he woke up.  As an aside, I’m here 

to tell you I could never sleep in a car 

that Marvin was driving. OMG! 

     Marvin was gentile. But he wasn’t 

always gentle. He was straightforward 

and sometimes outspoken.  And he was 
sometimes Cycloptic. (Remember Cy-

clops, the mythical character with but 

one eye.) I can only imagine how inter-

esting it might have been growing up 

under his tutelage. Nonetheless, the 

results speak for themselves.  He was so 

proud of them.  Marvin and Renee raised 

three very successful business people - 

Andrea, Howard, and Gail - an Estate 

Tax Lawyer, a Dermatologist, and an 

Executive Stock Broker.  As a retired 

drug counselor, I can tell you that it’s no 

accident when children turn out produc-

tive, and good people to boot.  The big-

gest testimony I can give for his and 

Renee’s character is how much they 

gave. 

     Yes, Marvin could be intimidating.  If 

you didn’t defend your position at times, 

he could be darn right fearsome.  Be-

cause of this, it took me a while, but I 

finally figured out what his family has 

known all along – Marvin was a loving 

and caring man.  He was solid. 

     He applied his principles to every-

thing he did.  He became President of 

AOS in the mid 90’s.  His objective was 

always to make a better place of wherev-

er he was. Locally, he was on the HOS 

Board of Directors for many years in a 

row and he never missed an HOS meet-

ing, much less a judging – at least not in 

the years he was healthy. I could go on, 

but I think this: For all his orchid achieve-

ments, I think Marvin would want  it  said  

that  it  was  Renee  who quietly choreo- 

 

graphed the orchid affair.  I’m sure it is 
she Marvin will miss most from this 

earthly journey he just completed. 

     Everyone knows Marvin was an   

orchid judge.  Some don’t know that he 

was also a hybridizer and his specialty 

was working with Brassavola nodosa. That 

species is especially accommodating in 

our Houston climate because it’s hybrids 

will bloom in our Summer heat.  As an 

aside, I can’t guarantee the accuracy of 

this, but Renee and Marvin received 154 

AOS awards, many of them on hybrids 

they made.  Another interesting fact is 

that he and Renee registered 57 grexes 

(grecies) with the RHS. He was indeed 

an accomplished orchidist. 

     His contributions and friendship will 

be sorely missed. 

https://pubads.g.doubleclick.net/gampad/jump?iu=/423686928/prod/obit-aff/obit-premium/clio-inline-1&t=clio%3DCOYCALZ%26cobrand%3Dhoustonchronicle%26linkurl%3Dhttp%3A//www.legacy.com/obituaries/houstonchronicle/condolences-charities.aspx%3Fkeyword%3Dcoycalz%26
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     Over my 25 years growing orchids, I 

have tried many different plants, all of 

which I enjoyed and some more than 

others. I have evolved, like orchids, to 

call a few ‘favorites’.  It began with my 

life experiences. Others became more 

favored because of their uniqueness - 

some for their beauty and fragrance; 

others because it was easier for me to 

grow them (i.e., keep them happy as they 

do me).  Ultimately, the orchids that 

reflect each of these factors became my 

favorites. 

   My journey in the orchid world began 

while I was in middle school, where I had 

a science teacher who introduced me to 

the vast flora and fauna of the world, and 

the evolutionary process that has     

created the world’s diversity. This is 

where I first learned of Charles Darwin 
and his ‘Theory of Evolution’. I knew the 

sciences were my calling and by the end 

of high school, I knew that I wanted to 

be a chemist.  So, on to college and 

chemistry it was, then graduate school 

and while there, the Vietnam War.  Re-

cruited simultaneously by the Army for 

war and by the Peace Corps for teaching 

secondary science in the Pacific, the lat-

ter was an easy choice. Serving in West-

ern Samoa, certainly third world, but also 

a tropical paradise, including orchids, I 

spent two years living close to the jungle 

with my hostel students and alongside 

fellow volunteers. One was a botany 

major and another, a biology major.  My 

appreciation of the tropics, the Samoan 

people, their culture, joy for life, and 

their tiny islands grew every day. The 

botany major went on to get his doctor-

ate at the University of Hawaii, became a 

Professor, and returned to Samoa many 

times, eventually publishing several books 

on the orchids and flora of Samoa.  

   So…no wonder I have evolved to love 

the Stanhopeinae Subtribe and particular-

ly, its featured members: Coryanthes and 

Stanhopea. Charles Darwin studied these 

and described his observations and   

experiments on some species of Coryan-

thes in his book, The Various Contrivances 

by which Orchids are Fertilized by Insects.  

Darwin recognized that these plants co-

evolved with Euglossine bees.  Each or-

chid species (over 50 different Coryan-

thes species and bees) is pollinated by a 

My Favorite Orchid Subtribe:  The Stanhopeinae 
By Laurie Skov 

different Euglossine species. Darwin real-

ized that the unique structure of each 

species evolved to restrict pollination to 

that one particular Euglossine bee spe-

cies. Co-evolution - Amazing! Later, 

chemists found that each species emitted 

unique chemicals that lure the specific 

male bees to the brief two day opening 

of its flower - such intense fragrance that 

the bees can detect it miles away.  The 

male bee uses the perfume to attract 

females.  Chemists have studied the Cor-

yanthes and Stanhopea more than any 

other orchids.  These fragrances have 

been synthesized into high-priced per-

fumes (for women to attract men, I be-

lieve).  ‘Wows’ for a chemist. 

   The Stanhopeinae are indigenous to 

the low coastal mountain regions of Cen-

tral and South America, including Sheila’s 
home country, El Salvador, where cli-

mates and terrain are very similar to 

Western Samoa. The Coryanthes grow 

exclusively in Azteca ant nests hanging 

from the branches of Cecropia trees.  

The ants viciously protect the delicate 

plants from other insects.  Well, I have a 

Cecropia tree in my Santa Fe jungle, but 

not Aztec ants.  I can, however, mimic 

the climate and the ant nest in my plant-

ing media.  I always know when one is 

blooming because of their intense and 

alluring fragrance, and they always re-

mind me of why I love orchids. They are 

not for everyone.  Most would not even 

recognize them as orchids.   Man has 

recognized their uniqueness, but has 

generally not intervened by trying to 

hybridize/improve them.  

 

Stanhopea inodora   

Photo provided by David Hunt 

Acineta 

Acropera (subgenus of Gongora) 

Archivea 

Braemia (segregate from Polycycnis) 

Brasilocycnis (segregate from Polycycnis) 

Ceratochilus (synonym of Stanhopea) 

Cirrhaea 

Coeliopsis 

Coryanthes 

Embreea 

Endresiella (synonym of Trevoria) 

Gerlachia  (segregate from Stanhopea) 

Gongora 

Gorgoglossum (synonym of Sievekingia) 

Horichia 

Houlletia 

Jennyella (segregate from Houlletia) 

Kegelia (synonym of Kegeliella) 

Kegeliella 

Lacaena 

Lueckelia (segregate from Polycycnis) 

Lueddemannia 

Lycomormium 

Meliclis (synonym of Coryanthes) 

Nauenia (synonym of Lacaena) 

Neippergia (synonym of Acineta) 

Panstrepis (synonym of Coryanthes) 

Paphinia 

Peristeria 

Polycycnis 

Polycycnopsis (segregate from Polycycnis) 

Schlimmia 

Scleropteris (synonym of Cirrhaea) 

Sievekingia 

Soterosanthos (segregate from Sievekingia) 

Stanhopea 

Stanhopeastrum (segregate from Stanhopea) 

Tadeastrum (segregate from Stanhopea) 

Trevoria 

Vasqueziella 

Genera in the  

Stanhopeinae Subtribe 

     Sheila and I spoke on  Coryanthes at 

the Tulsa Society in September and were 

greeted on arrival by Dr. Kay Backues, 

the lead veterinarian at the Tulsa Zoo.  

We were surprised that she shared the 

same love for Coryanthes and Stanhopea 

and grows some real beauties.   In the 

orchid world, there is always something, 

someone, to make you happy and appre-

ciate the short life we have been given to 

enjoy God’s creations. 



    

                            

 My Favorite Orchid Subtribe:  The Stanhopeinae 
By Laurie Skov 
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Coryanthes macrantha hanging in a tree in the front yard 

Stanhopeas in our display at the Lafayette, LA show 

Stanhopea Assidensis ‘Red Sonja’ - our plant awarded with AM 

and CCM. The fragrance was so strong, we could smell  
it inside the house while hanging in the driveway.  

Coryhopea, a primary hybrid of Stanhopea martiana 

and Coryanthes macrantha 
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     Orchids, like other plants, have a 

cycle of life. The key to understanding 

the annual life cycle of a plant, and know-

ing how to respond to it, can be depicted 

visually as a clock. 

     Orchid lovers and growers know that 

their plants will produce flowers at a 

certain time of year, and will grow new 

leaves and rhizomes at another time of 

year. By charting these times on a clock 

face, we can better respond to the needs 

of the plant in terms of fertilization, wa-

tering and other factors. 

     Every species of orchid is different. 

Some orchids bloom in May and June, 

others bloom in time for the Christmas 

holidays. Some have blossoms that last 

for only a few days, while others last for 

months on end. Also, exact timing will 

depend on a number of factors, including 
the region of the world in which the 

plant is living. 

     This orchid clock should be duplicat-

ed for each species that you have. Here’s 

how to chart a time cycle chart for every 

species in your collection. Begin by plac-

ing an arrow, pointing clockwise, at the 

time of year when a new inflorescence 

appears, and another arrow, pointing 

counterclockwise when the blooms fade. 

Place both arrows in the ring marked 

“inflorescence growth”. Repeat this for 

the leaf growth ring and the root growth 

ring. 

     By seeing the times of the year when 

each of the significant growth patterns 

occur, we can now plan to fertilize our 

plants in a timely manner. To better 

visualize the fertilization patterns, I use 

three different colors of highlighter 

marker pens, green for growth, yellow 

for blooms, and pink for roots.  

     Start the highlighted area of the ring 

two to four weeks before the beginning 

and continue it to almost the end of the 

particular growth pattern, Note: there 

may be some overlap in ring colors. 

     Fertilizers are identified with three 

numbers, which I refer to as “Shoots,” 

“Fruits” and “Roots.” The first number is 

Nitrogen, an element needed for plant 

growth. The second number is Phos-

phate (P2O5), a chemical shown to in-

crease flowering (and fruiting). The third 

is Potash (K2O), a chemical needed for 

root growth, overall plant health and 

The Orchid Clock 
By TJ Hartung 

stamina. 

     During the “green” time of year, I 

recommend a fertilizer that has a 20-10-

10 rating. During the “yellow” time of 

year, you should consider a 10-20-10 

fertilizer. The “pink” season calls for a  

20-20-20 fertilizer. Any similar fertilizer 

ratings available to you should be suffi-

cient. 

     The last ring, entitled “Rest Period” is 

when your plant needs to rest and mus-

ter its strength for the next year’s 

growth. During “Rest Period,” you 

should fertilize and water sparingly. 

     By looking at your orchid clock (and 

a calendar), you can now easily see what 

kind of fertilizer each species of orchid in 

your collection needs. The colors of the 

highlighter pens were chosen because 

they approximate the color of the ferti-
lizer I use. Write the name of the orchid 

in the center of the clock. When com-

pleted, each clock can be laminated in 

plastic for protection. 

      
     T.J. Hartung “retired” to Puerto Val-

larta about 24 years ago, after working 

for over 30 years as a computer systems 

analyst, designing software (and hard-

ware) to manage hotel operations. 

     His interest in plants began when he 
was a young boy, and his interest in or-

chids began when he started working 

with hotels. This interest in orchids be-

came serious when he settled in Mexico, 

when he started researching and identify-

ing orchids that he collected from 

downed trees and broken limbs. Seeing 

orchids in their own habitat has taught 

him a lot about the living conditions in 

which they thrive. 

     He has written a number of articles 

for Orchids Magazine, the publication of 

the American Orchid Society, and has 

written 2 books on orchids, one on Va-

nilla, and the other on fragrant orchids. 

     He is active with the Vallarta Botani-

cal Gardens, as a member of the board 

of directors, a volunteer, a guest lectur-

er, and sales manager for their Visitors 

Guide. 

     He has also given talks to several 

dozen orchid societies in the US, Cana-

da, Scotland and England. 

     In his “spare time”, he is the web 

master for the International Friendship 

Club and a director and playwright at a 

local community theater. He and his wife 

are caregivers to 6 rescued cats and 2 

rescued dogs. 

Conservatory of Orchids at Vallarta 

Botanical Gardens 

Myrmecophilia galeottiana 



    

                            

 The Orchid Clock 

By TJ Hartung 
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AOS  WEBINARS 

Tuesday, October 9, 2018  

7:30 PM - 8:30 PM CST  

Orchiata Bark—What is Everyone  

Talking About 

Garry Clark 

Register 

Thursday, October 18, 2018  

7:30 PM - 8:30 PM CST  

Greenhouse Chat 

Ron McHatton 

 

Register 

Wednesday, November 7, 2018  

7:30 PM - 8:30 PM CST  

Greenhouse Chat 

Ron McHatton 

 

Register 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2584777404254202881
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1416458341110234114
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8277603312967350786


      

October Tips 

By Father Ted Baenziger 
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     Number one tip for everybody: get 

your Phalaenopsis into the cold! You want 

flowers? We all do. Orchids are not all 

that attractive when not in bloom, jewel 

orchids being the exception. Why grow a 

Phal to the ten-leaf stage without having a 

corresponding giant inflorescence 

(known by some as a spike)? Well, you 

needn’t worry, because cool nights will 

instigate blooming on most of our hybrid 

Phalaenopsis. How to take advantage of 

that delightful change in temperature, 

from 80 degrees (or more) in daylight to 

61 (or a bit more) at night? The great 

outdoors! I generally leave the poor pot-

ted plant outside until October 31 (All 

Hallow’s Eve or Hallowe’en, for some), 

which, historically is the limit to 60 plus 

degrees, as November inevitably brings 

cold fronts. This allows budding which, in 
your kitchen or bathroom, will never or 

rarely take place, because the chilling 

factor encourages the blooming cycle for 

the Phal. amabilis and Phal. philippinense 

parents of our hybrids. Although the 

range for Phals in the wild is listed as 66 

to 95, our hybrids can take 60 easily, and 

seem quite happy. Remember: No cool, 

No bloom. 

     Of course, we must keep our eye on 

the weather. If there is a serious cold 

front (a “blue norther” it’s called in Tex-

as), where the temperature is going to go 

below 50 degrees, we need to think 

about re-location, at least for a time. 

Don’t worry about 55 or even 54: they 

can take it on their native Philippine Is-

lands and so why not here? One caveat, 

however: be very careful about too much 

water, because rot can set in if they sit in 

it. Also, tip the pots so no water remains 

in the crown overnight - a policy I use all 

year long for my Phalaenopsis.  

     Now, for standard Vanda with roots 

hanging all over the place - it is a BAD 

idea to let them get very cool, because 

they stop growing, which means no flow-

ers for a long time. Neofinetia crosses and 

species are the exception; they can even 

take light snow. Don’t risk that, however. 

The same for ‘standard’ Dendrobium: too 

cool (about 60 degrees) and they will not 

die, but they will drop all their leaves and 

expose those ugly canes, which, by the 

way, we DO NOT cut back, since they 

are the source of food for the youngsters 

and home to new growth, not to men-

tion that they may bloom again.  Oncidi-

um hybrids, as well, do not like nights or 

days that are too cool, and will rot at the 

roots. 

     What about Cattleya? Ah! There’s 

the rub. Some need cool, others don’t. C. 

violacea should never be cooled off, ex-

cept in 95° heat, with a water spritz. 

These Catts grow near water on branch-

es and should not be overwatered, al-

though they need high humidity. The 

“rupiculous” or rock-dwelling Catts, 

coming from Southern Brazil, need 

strong light, even full sun, and perfect 

drainage. As far as cold goes, they can 

take extremes, even to near freezing. 

The most temperature-delicate of the 

Catts is C. dowiana (including C. aurea), 

which seems to hate cold, and should 
not go below 65, but also likes high hu-

midity and pure water. It generally 

blooms from August through November. 

The most resistant of the Cattleya tribe 

are the Guarianthe members, Fall bloom-

ers from Mexico where the temperature 

easily plummets to near freezing, and the 

Laelia (albescens, anceps, autumnalis, etc.), 

which can experience freezes without 

pain, but only when dry.  

     Many of the Cattleya alliance depend 

on the length of day (or, if you wish, of 

night) to prepare for blooming. C. mos-

siae and its hybrids, which bloom after 

Easter or close to it, are ‘night growing 

shorter’ bloomers (can take 50’s at 

night), while walkeriana, which blooms in 

the primarily in the late Winter to Spring 

as well, needs lengthening days, but can-

not resist the cold as well. C. warcewiczii, 

also known as “gigas”, with the largest 

Cattleya flower, tends to bloom in June 

and July, along with its hybrids. C. labiata, 

the ruby-lipped orchid, has over 19,000 

hybrid progeny! It blooms from August 

to December and must have shortening 

of the days to open that second flower 

sheath. As a result, the darkness plays a 

role and we should respect the plant as 

the nights lengthen and take care not to 

provide artificial lighting. Curiously, Krull

-Smith, renowned grower of FCC or-

chids, really makes a ton of its money 

with Poinsettia pot plants which must be 

kept totally in the dark for 12 hours or 

they will not bloom. 

     In general, the colder the air, the 

dryer the medium for all, but wet cloud-

forest dwellers. So, hold off on the water 

for deciduous Catasetum and Dendrobi-

um (especially ‘nobile’ type) and give 

them light. 

     As for fertilizer, the thinking varies, 

but everybody says:  whatever you use, if 

the ‘chid stops growing and takes a rest, 

fertilizer is useless and a waste - a little 

like waking your 15 year-old at 3 a.m. to 

offer him/her breakfast, or to do home-

work.  Enjoy! 

      

Phal. schilleriana is the basis for most pink 

hybrids. Photo: Jonathan Cara, Orchid Wiz  

This Vanda Meda Arnold is a favorite of mine 

that I purchased from a friend years ago.  

A terrific Cattleya labiata ‘#10’  
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Stay-At-Home Orchids from Steve Fox 

V. Kultana Fragrance x  

V. Mimi Palmer 

Perreiraara Tango Fire  Clowesia Eunice Bragg V. Vaewravee Gold 

V. Fuchs Ruby 

Pyp Kalihi alba ‘Green Valley’ V. Stephen Scott Young 

Habenaria rodocheila 

‘Tangerine Flame’ 

Bulb. Great Googa Mooga ‘Max’ Den. bracteosum ‘Pink’ V. Hiroshima Choice 



Perreiraara Tango Fire  
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Ascocenda Ratchaburi  

Warczerhyncha Andrea Niessen  

(Warczewiczella amazonica x  

Chondrorhyncha andreae Ascocenda Suksamran Beauty 

Angraecum birrimense 

Lc Mari’s Song 

Stay-At-Home Orchids from Marianne Canevaro 

Stay-At-Home Orchids from Judith & Loren Neufeld 

Potinara Susan Fender 

‘Cinnamon Stick’ 

Trichoglottis philippinensis 

Ascocenda Fat 

Tuesday Vanda Erika Cizek Dunn 

Cattleya labiata ‘Tipo’ 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 Fall 

Picnic 
15 Content 

Due Date 
16 17 18 19 20 HJC 

 Judging 

21 2:00 PM 

Newcomers  
22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

October 2018 

Newcomers Meeting  
By Steve Fox 

     The September 2018 HOS Newcom-

ers Group meeting was held at the home 

of Tan Tran & Minh T. Nguyen on Sep-

tember 16th.   Ten Newcomers and one 

guest were in attendance.  Tan led the 

group on a tour of his growing areas and 

explained how he grows his orchids out-

doors under cover as well as in the 

greenhouse areas.  He also gave us some 

of the secrets he uses to boost the size 

and number of roots and canes of the 

dendrobium plants.  

     Thanks to Tan for hosting and 

providing plants to take home.  Thanks 

as well to Minh for the spring rolls and 

dessert.    

     Raffle plants, provided by Melissa 

(Phalaenopsis) and Tan (Dendrobium 

divisions), allowed the Newcomers to 

add several plants each to their collec-

tions. 

     For those of you who volunteered to 

host Newcomer meetings during 2018, 

we appreciate you letting us visit your 

homes.  Special thanks to those who 

donated plants and supplies.  

     If anyone is interested in hosting a 

meeting in 2019, or has plants or sup-

plies to donate, please see me at the 

monthly meeting or send an email to 

s f o x 3 6 3 9 @ s b c g l o b a l . n e t .  

     The October Meeting is scheduled to 

be held on Sunday October 21st at the 

home of Stephen Moffitt. 

Raffle Table 
By Loren & Judith Neufeld 
 
Our own members, Troy and Kim Merchant, are generously donating orchids for the October raffle table. We appreciate their 

willingness to share part of their collection with our society. Thank you, Troy and Kim! 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

Officers 
President Don Ghiz 

VP - Speakers Bill Caldwell 

VP - Shows  Rick Hepler 

VP - Membership Becky Sturnfield 

Treasurer Winnie Yap 

Recording Secretary Sheila Skov 

Past President Derek Lowenstein 

Chairs 
Conservation Nina Rach 

Display Table Sarah Bentley 

Exhibits Rick Hepler 

Guest Hospitality Amy Colville 

Happenings Editor Marianne Canevaro 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Steve Fox 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Judith Neufeld, Loren Neufeld 

Refreshments Melissa Dwan 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Jay Balchan 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 
Holly Miller Steve Fox 

Calvin Starr Marianne Canevaro 

Susan Dally Stephen Moffitt 

Ft. Ted Baenziger  

Directors - One Year Term 
Marvin Gerber Tom Durrett 

Jay Balchan  

Representatives 
AOS Representative Jay Balchan 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings and Laurie 
Skov 

October 14, 2018 

 
HOS Fall Picnic 

Laurie & Sheila Skov 

5720 Ave M 

Santa Fe, TX 77510 

 

October 26-28, 2018 

 
Calcasieu Orchid Society Show 

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 

715 Kirkman Street 

Lake Charles, LA 

 

October 31-November 3, 2018 

 
AOS Fall Members Meeting in conjunction with 

19th International Slipper Orchid Symposium 

Highland Manor 

Apopka, FL 

 

November 2-3, 2018 

 
12th Merritt Huntington Memorial Symposium 

Virginia Beach Resort and Conference Center 

2800 Shore Drive 

Virginia Beach, VA 

 

December 1, 2018 

 
Acadian Orchid Society 58th Annual Short 

Course 

Hilton Garden Inn 

2340 W. Congress St. 

Lafayette, LA  

http://www.aos.org/news-and-events/event-calendar/2018/2018-10/calcasieu-orchid-society-pirates-chest-of-orchids.aspx?d=20181026
https://aosmembersmeeting.com/
https://aosmembersmeeting.com/
http://www.mhsymposium.org/


   

  

As many of you know, I grow mostly Catasetinae orchids.  I have run out of room in my greenhouse for more Catasetinae. I have a good 

collection of mostly species orchids that will be offered for sale at the October HOS meeting. Most of these plants will be specimen size 

and all in good condition.  I will also have some Catasetums, Phrags. and Cattleyas as well. If you would like to see PHOTOS of these 

plants that will be offered for sale, along with comments about them, please send me an email requesting this list. Most will be one or 

two of a kind, so the first ones to attend the October meeting will get first pick.  

 

THE LIST WILL BE AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 29TH. NO reservations for any one. You must attend the October HOS meeting to make 

your selections.   Bunsareus2@gmail.com  (cash, check, or PayPal.) 

October Orchid Sale 
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mailto:Bunsareus2@gmail.com

