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The Houston Happenings 

September Program: Jason Singhurst              By Bill Caldwell, VP Speakers  

An Update of Rare, Unique and Additional Orchids of Texas                     

     I am pleased to welcome, 

and we are fortunate to have, 

my longtime plant friend, Jason 

Singhurst, as our speaker this 

month.  Jason will be giving us 

an up-to-date account of the 

rare, unique, and additional  

orchids of the Texas flora.  

     Jason received a B.S. in Agri-

cultural Science and M.S. in Agri-

cultural Science from Stephen F. 

Austin State University, Nacog-

doches, Texas.  He has served 

as a botanist/ecologist in Texas 

for the past 20 years for Texas 

Parks and Wildlife Depart-

ment.  He has conducted field-

oriented research on the vege-

tation ecology of Texas the 

past 20 years. He has recently 

focused on tallgrass prairie 

conservation with an emphasis 

on coastal prairies.  He has 

described five plant species 

new to science that are en-

demic (found nowhere else) to 

Texas.  He has extensive field 

knowledge and experience 

with rare plant species in Tex-

as. He has published over 100 

scientific publications on the 

flora and plant ecology of Tex-

as and in 2008 co-authored a 

book on Rare Plants of Texas. 

      Come hear Jason speak 

Thursday, September 6, 2018 

Presidents Post 

By Don Ghiz 

     Today is Sunday, the day 

after the Workshop. I’m experi-

encing the same ‘afterglow’ that 

I felt after the Spring Show.  

Other than spending way more 

money than I should have, I had 

a wonderful time and I hope 

everyone there feels the same 

way.  I have a feeling that’s true 

because so many came up and 

told me so.  People said, “Your 

society has the best camarade-

rie”, and “Your group is so 

warm and friendly.”  I can’t tell 

you how proud that made me. 

     There were many people 

who worked hard to pull this 

event off.  If I name people, I’ll 

offend someone not on my list, 

but those on it know they did a 
wonderful, competent, and con-

scientious job.  I hope they have 

rested by now and are feeling 

the same glow and satisfaction 

of knowing what a success the 

weekend was.    

     As a reminder, the Hou-

ston Judging Center is moving 

to the First Christian Church, 

where we hold our meetings.  

Judging will still be on the 

third Saturday of each month 

and the deadline for plant 

entries is still 11:30 AM.   As 

we prepare to leave the Uni-

versity of Saint Thomas, I 

can’t help but reflect back on 

the positive experience we 

had there, in large part due to 

Fr. Ted’s dedication and influ-

ence.  Thank you, thank you, 

Fr. Ted and the UST people 

who made our stay there so 
nice.  It’s a good thing that the 

UST is growing and time for 

us to find a new venue.   

     It’s comforting to know 

that we’ve had a fabulous 

Show in a new venue, a very 

successful Workshop, also in a 

new venue, HJC judging has 

found a new venue, and with 

all that going on, our Society 

continues to grow, both mem-

bership-wise and financially.  

But before our heads get too 

big, we need to focus on our 

Fall picnic.  I know it will be as 

big a success as our other 

events.  Expect to hear more 

about it soon.  

     I close on a sad note for 

us, but a happy note for John 

and Sandy Stubbings, who are 

in the process of moving to 

Arizona. They are very quietly 

slipping away and we will miss 

them, their charm, and their 

contributions quietly made 
towards the society – not the 

least of which is the loss of 

Clown Alley Orchids.  John 

and Sandy, we wish you the 

best of health and happiness!   

    

@ 7:30 PM at the First Chris-

tian Church & School, 1601 

Sunset Blvd, Houston, TX 

77005.  

Please Welcome 

New Members  

 

Bac Tran 

Jennifer Hopkins 
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     Thursday, August 8, was the kickoff 

date for The HOS Orchid Workshop 

Weekend, so I was encouraged to see an 

increase in activity at the Plant Table 

exhibit. Eight members hauled in a total 

of 14 hybrid plants and there were nine 

members showing off 18 species plants. 

In addition, there seemed to be more 

members in attendance than we general-

ly see during the summertime.  

      

     I want to say a special "Thank you!" 

to Judith and Loren Neufeld for bringing 

my set-up to the meeting and opening 

the table to accept plants.  I was at the 

airport picking up Dr. Harold           

Koopowitz, one of the workshop speak-

ers.  

      

     I used the opportunity to show him a 
few sights around the area and to ask 

him to do the descriptions for the spe-

cies plants at the upcoming meeting. Nile 

Dusdieker was the speaker for the even-

ing, and he agreed to describe the hybrid 

plants. This was truly a treat, for each 

man has an encyclopedic knowledge and 

appreciation for orchids.   

      

     Judith Neufeld's Phalaenopsis Little 

Gem Stripes 'Cat King" was the winner 

of the hybrid table vote.  This plant had 

numerous spikes growing from the 

healthy base of leaves. Arrayed at the 

top of the spikes were multiple sprays of 

blossoms with delicate white stripes on 

the orchid color petals. A deeper purple 

lip made the display especially attractive.  

      

     The species table winner belonged to 

Nina Rach. This unique specimen of  

Stanhopea jenischiana had a pendulum of 

numerous large, yellow-spotted blooms 

suspended under the large basket of 

leaves and roots.  

      

I must tell you about the special  notice 

Dr. Koopowitz bestowed on two  Paphi-

opedilums, superbiens and curtisii, brought 

in by Rick Hepler. Dr. Koopowitz, who is 

a well-known expert on Paphs, was 

astonished because he had only read 

about superbiens and never actually seen 

a true specimen. Paph curtisii is often mis

-identified as superbiens. So, even though 

a more showy plant won the popular 

 August Plant Table 
By Sarah Bentley 

 

Paphiopedilum curtisii, on the left, 

and superbiens, on the right 

Presented by Rick Hepler 

Phalaenopsis Little Gem Stripes 

‘Cat King’ 

Stanhopea jenischiana 

Presented by Nina Rach 

 Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples 

     The Houston Judging Center judges 

have been very busy this month. First, 

we participated in the Houston Orchid 

Society Workshop held in the Link Lee 

Mansion at St. Thomas University on the 

3rd of August. Unfortunately, there were 

no awards and only 4 orchids were 

brought in for judging. The workshop 

was well attended and the presentations 

went very well. The raffles were very 

successful and everyone had a chance to 

bid. The vendors brought and sold won-

derful plants. 

     On August 18th, the judges met at our 

new location, the First Christian Church, 

which is also the meeting place for the 

HOS. We had one award to Dennis 

Wollard of Carencro, Louisiana. His 

Catasetum Fanfair received an HCC of 

79 points. Photos can be found on the 
following page. 

     During the month of September, our 

judges will meet at the First Christian 

Church on September 15th. There will 

also be a SWROGA Tabletop Show in 

Shreveport, Louisiana, on September 

21st and 22nd. More information is    

available on the SWROGA website at 

www.swroga.org. 

 

Please Note: 

Beginning with the August meeting, the 

monthly meeting of the Houston Judging 

Center will be held on the third Saturday 

of each month at the First Christian 

Church, where HOS has their monthly 

meetings. 

vote, this proves it is always worthwhile 

to bring your plants to "Show and Tell." 



      

Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples 
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Above, and to the right, are the pictures of the three winners at the July HJC 

monthly judging which were not available for the July newsletter. Above is       

Catasetum Bel Tramonto, which was awarded an HCC of 77 points. At the top 

right is Catasetum Karen Armstrong x Catasetum Alexa, which was awarded an 

HCC of 77 points. Bottom right is Catasetum Extravaganza, which was awarded an 

AM of 80 points.  All three were brought in by Stephen Moffitt. 

 

Catasetum Karen Armstrong x Alexa 

 

Catasetum Extravaganza 

Catasetum Fanfair 

Catasetum Bel Tramonto 



 

Page 4 Volume 48, Issue 9 

     Apologies for the mix-up on the Au-

gust Tips; I was outa town, but I have 

combined two months for double the 

pleasure! September is the seventh 

month for the Romans (our ninth), while 

August was the month of Augustus Cae-

sar, who established the Pax romana. In 

the first century before the Christian era, 

after a particularly nasty civil war. Little 

did he know about our weather, which is 

unrelenting heat punctuated by periodic 

hurricanes, hardly a peaceful time. It’s a 

good idea for us to prepare for these 

destructive storms, by having supplies on 

hand and keeping our plants (and per-

sons) safe. Forewarned is forearmed. 

    Firstly, know your plants and where 

they are. If under trees, they need to be 

moved ahead of a storm to a protected 

place, and not the greenhouse, which 

may suffer intense damage. I suggest the 

garage or the basement (I do not have 

the latter, but I have indoor space).  

Otherwise, they may blow around and 

cause personal injury to others, if not to 

 September Tips 

By Father Ted Baenziger 

themselves. If your greenhouse is still 

there after the storm, be aware that 

power outages are common, that you 

may not have any shade cloth and that 

frying is a real problem in the ensuing 

heat. And trees can lose some, if not all, 

of their leaves. Be prepared to get them 

out of these killing conditions. Of course, 

if there is flooding (common in our area), 

you should be prepared to slog through 

some mud and get them to higher 

ground (in the shade, if there is any.) I’m 

assuming that you yourself survive. By 

the way, have you thought about your 

collection and where it might end up if, 

God forbid, you go to your heavenly 

reward this summer? Think about telling 

someone who gets your collection. In my 

case, my friend inherits the whole she-

bang, poor guy. 
     August to September are Cattleya 

months, at least for the bifoliates (two 

leaves) and Laelia anceps, one of my fa-

vorite Cattleya alliance flowers. These 

need copious water (rain is GOOD) and 

except for the anceps, some shade. Good 

drainage is essential. Fertilization should 

be weakly, weekly. These are also the 

months for phalaenopsis-type Dendrobi-

um to spike. That means the broad-

petalled and multi-floral spikes that are 

developing now: the plants also need 

copious water to bloom well. My Oncidi-

um hybrids are already coming into spike 

and should be glorious in September. 

Think ahead about staking the inflores-

cences so that they face in the right di-

rection and show off the flowers in the 

best way, without breaking under their 

own weight. 

     These are also months of mealy bugs 

and scale, which can easily get out of 

hand. Inspect your plants and, at the first 

sign of these beasties, anoint the plants 

with a mixture of 70% alcohol (4 parts), 

water (two parts) and 409 original, non-

improved, un-perfumed (about 4 drops 

per pint). The first part kills ‘em, the 

second part makes it more economic, 

and the third part makes sure the     

tegumen (hard outer skin) does not shed 

the solution. The 409, a soap, is called a 

surfactant and it is necessary to pierce 

those defenses. The whole plant, includ-

ing the roots, must be treated. 

     August through September also hot, 

need I say. You need to make sure air is 

circulating, inside and out, and that the 

breeze is everywhere: not a gale-force 

wind to blow them over, but a gentle, 

constant flow of air to get rid of stale-

ness and feed them carbon dioxide for 

efficient photosynthesis. Many of our 

orchids are “cam-4”, which means they 

photosynthesize only at night, so make 

sure the air continues to circulate 24/7. 

Watch out for dead spots, where the air 

does not reach. I found a phalaenopsis 

hybrid recently that did not get enough 

air circulation, and it was covered with 

mealy bugs. (see above for the 

“solution”.) Not a good thing. 

     August was the month of our annual 

workshop for HOS, and much thanks to 

all who came and enjoyed the day at Link

-Lee Mansion on UST campus. It was a 
great opportunity to buy plants or get 

them through the silent auction, but it is 

also a supremely important time to get 

expert advice on the plants you grow 

and want to grow.  I have lots of new 

Dendrobium and Paphiopedilum plants 

to look up myself. There will be occa-

sions to buy (or win!) plants at the Sep-

tember 6 monthly meeting. In all cases, 

be sure to find out as much as you can 

about any new orchids (species, genera, 

hybrids). You are also invited to attend 

the AOS judging, which has moved to 

First Christian Church, on Saturday, 

September 15th, from 11 to about 2. 

Bring your lunch and an orchid or two in 

bloom. And keep your ‘chids growing! 

 

Prosthechea fragrans, a summer 

bloomer  



    

                            

 September Tips 

By Father Ted Baenziger 
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Vandachostylis (a.k.a. Neostylis) Lou 

Sneary (Vanda falcata x Rhynchostylis  

coelestis) loves the heat when adequately 

watered and fertilized. This one has 200+ 

flowers. 

Dendrobium bigibbum  

f. compactum 

Cattleya forbesii  

a summer bloomer 
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Aerides houlletiana  
 

Cattleya Llory Ann 

‘Paradise’  

Psychopsis Mendenhall 

‘Hildos’ 

 

Stay-At-Home Orchids from Steve Fox 

Cattlianthe Mary Elizabeth Bohn 

‘Royal Flare’  

Bulbophyllum lobbii 

’Kathy’s Gold’  

Dendrochilum cf  latifolium 

‘Kengar’ 

Vanda Alan Ashe Patterson 
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    As many of you know, I grow mostly Catasetinae orchids.  I have run out of room in my greenhouse for more Catasetinae. I have a good 

collection of mostly species orchids that will be offered for sale at the October HOS meeting. Most of these plants will be specimen size 

and all in good condition.  I will also have some Catasetums, Phrags. and Cattleyas as well. 

 

     If you would like to see PHOTOS of these plants that will be offered for sale, along with comments about them, please send me an 

email requesting this list. Most will be one or two of a kind so the first ones to attend the October meeting will get first pick. THE LIST 

WILL BE AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER 29TH. 

 

NO reservations for any one. You must attend the October HOS meeting to make your selections.  

 

Bunsareus2@gmail.com  (cash, check, or PayPal.) 

Phalaenopsis Baldan’s Kaleidoscope 

(Hausermann’s Candy x Daryl Lockhart) 

Phalaenopsis 

cornu-cervi 

Vanda Miss Joaquim (teres x hookeriana) 

Chondranthes Andrea Niessen 

(Warczewiczella amazonica x  

Chondrorhyncha andreae 

Holconopsis Yawi’s Little 

Eric (Holcoglossom  

flavescens x Phalaenopsis 

philippinensis) 

Stay-At-Home Orchids from Judith & Loren Neufeld 

October Orchid Sale 

mailto:Bunsareus2@gmail.com
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HOS Annual Workshop Photos 
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Texas Native Orchids 

Habenaria repens 

Cypripedium                

kentuckiense 

Platanthera ciliaris Spiranthes cernua 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
   

 
 1 
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9 10 Content 

Due Date 
11 12 13 14 15 HJC 

 Judging 

16 2:00 PM 

Newcomers  
17 18 19 20 21 22 

23/30 24 25 26 27 28 29 

September 2018 

Newcomers Meeting  
By Steve Fox 

     The August 2018 HOS Newcomers 

Group meeting was held at the residence 

of Melissa and Fa Dwan on August 19th.   

Fourteen newcomers were in attend-

ance.  Melissa led the group on a tour of 

her growing area and explained how she 

grows her orchids outdoors on the  

patio.  Thanks to Melissa and Fa for  

hosting and providing plants to take 

home. Newcomers took home 

Phalaenopsis to add to their collections. 

     The September meeting is scheduled 

to be held on September 16th.  Watch 

for the announcement of the September 

location.  

     For those of you who acted as host 

for the Newcomer Meetings this year, I 

appreciate you letting us visit your 

homes.  Special thanks to those who 

donated plants and supplies.  

     If anyone else is interested in hosting 

upcoming meetings, or has plants or 

supplies that can be used by the group, 

please let me know at the September 

meeting.   

Raffle Table 
By Loren & Judith Neufeld 
 
Raffle plants for the September meeting will be provided by Brenda Oviatt of Botanica 
in Missoula, Montana, which we had the pleasure of visiting this past July while on 

vacation in Montana. She will also be sending a few cuttings from her collections (a 

surprise!). Hope you'll buy more tickets! 

Refreshments 
By Melissa Dwan 

     A big thank you to everyone who 

brought in refreshments for the August 

meeting. 

 

     You can never have too many     

desserts, so please consider bringing 

something to the September meeting!  
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

Officers 
President Don Ghiz 

VP - Speakers Bill Caldwell 

VP - Shows  Rick Hepler 

VP - Membership Becky Sturnfield 

Treasurer Winnie Yap 

Recording Secretary Sheila Skov 

Past President Derek Lowenstein 

Chairs 
Conservation Nina Rach 

Display Table Sarah Bentley 

Exhibits Rick Hepler 

Guest Hospitality Amy Colville 

Happenings Editor Marianne Canevaro 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Steve Fox 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Judith Neufeld, Loren Neufeld 

Refreshments Melissa Dwan 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Jay Balchan 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 
Holly Miller Steve Fox 

Calvin Starr Marianne Canevaro 

Susan Dally Stephen Moffitt 

Ft. Ted Baenziger  

Directors - One Year Term 
Marvin Gerber Tom Durrett 

Jay Balchan  

Representatives 
AOS Representative Jay Balchan 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings and Laurie 
Skov 

September 21-22, 2018 

 
Shreveport Orchid Society Tabletop Show 

SWROGA Meeting 

Betty Virginia Park 

Shreveport, LA 

 

September 28-30, 2018 

 
Kentucky Orchid Society Show 

St. Matthews Episcopal Church  

330 N. Hubbards Lane 

Louisville, KY 

 

September 29-30, 2018 

 
72nd Miami International Orchid Show 

Watsco Center, University of Miami 

1245 Dauer Drive 

Coral Gables, FL 33146 

 

October 26-28, 2018 

 
Calcasieu Orchid Society Show 

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 

715 Kirkman Street 

Lake Charles, LA 

 

October 31-November 3, 2018 

 
AOS Fall Members Meeting in conjunction with 

19th International Slipper Orchid Symposium 

Highland Manor 

Apopka, FL 

 

November 2-3, 2018 

 
12th Merritt Huntington Memorial Symposium 

Virginia Beach Resort and Conference Center 

2800 Shore Drive 

Virginia Beach, VA 

http://swroga.org/events/swroga-meeting-and-shreveport-orchid-society-tabletop-show
https://kyorchidsociety.com/kos-30th-annual-show-and-sale/
http://www.aos.org/news-and-events/event-calendar/2018/2018-10/calcasieu-orchid-society-pirates-chest-of-orchids.aspx?d=20181026
https://aosmembersmeeting.com/
https://aosmembersmeeting.com/
http://www.mhsymposium.org/
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AOS  WEBINARS 

Wednesday, September 5, 2018  

7:30 PM - 8:30 PM CST  

Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton 
 

Register 

Tuesday, September 18, 2018  

7:30 PM - 8:30 PM CST  

Judging the Oncidinae 

Ron Midgett 

 

This is a member’s only webinar. 

Register 

Tuesday, October 9, 2018  

7:30 PM - 8:30 PM CST  

Orchiata Bark—What is Everyone  

Talking About 

Garry Clark 

Register 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1589882111136018690
http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2584777404254202881
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The Bromeliad Society / Houston Inc. presents 

Golden Age of Bromeliads 

2018 Show & Sale  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judson Robinson Jr. Community Center 

2020 Hermann Drive  

Houston, TX  77004 

September 29-30 
 

Show hours:  Saturday  2:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

    Sunday 11:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 

Sale hours:  Saturday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

    Sunday11:00 am to 3:00 pm 


