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The Houston Happenings 

August Program: Wow Phals! 

By Bill Caldwell, VP Speakers 

     Our featured speaker for the 

August meeting, Nile Dusdieker, 

will be revealing the new trends 

in Phalaenopsis breeding that 

include harlequin, big lip, and 

novelty miniature flowers.  His 

presentation follows the trip of 

these Phalaenopsis from Taiwan 

to San Diego nurseries and ulti-

mately, to local vendors where 

we purchase them.  Nile will 

discuss cultural aspects concern-

ing how to grow and rebloom 

these beauties.  

     Nile is a retired Gastroenter-

ologist living in North Liberty, IA.  

He and his wife grow over 900 

orchids in a greenhouse atop 

their third garage with all the 

orchids going outside to a pergo-

la in the summer.  Nile is an ac-

credited AOS Judge and has pre-

sented posters, presentations and 

webinars in the US and interna-

tionally at the WOC and Austral-

ian Orchid Council National 

Conventions.  He has also pub-

lished several articles in Orchids 

Magazine.   

     On Saturday at the Work-

shop, Nile will present ‘Orchids 

Over the Andes’, a look at the 

amazing variety of orchids, their 

habitats, and floral competition 

from his recent trip to Ecuador.  

His workshop session will focus 

on growing orchids acquired 

from overseas vendors – how to 

Presidents Post 
By Don Ghiz 

     The 39th annual Summer 

Workshop approaches and it 

promises to be a sensational 

group of speakers who will edu-

cate us on the Paphiopedilum and 

Phalaenopsis genera.  Please make 

plans to attend. The venue is new 

and exciting, and there will be 

food, alcoholic beverages, and a 

host of auction plants to bid on. 

The proceeds from the Work-

shop support both HOS and HJC. 

     Some of you may know we 

lost our 501-c3 non-profit status 

with the IRS when we joined the 

Federated Garden Clubs of Tex-

as. This was unexpected, but 

we’ve been working to reestab-

lish that status and recently re-

ceived notice from the IRS that 
our status has been restored. 

Not only are we exempt from 

paying taxes, but your contribu-

tions may be tax deductible also.  

Please keep this in mind when 

bidding on the Workshop plants. 

     There will be a dutch treat 

dinner after the Friday evening  

events. It will be at about 8:00PM 

at Vietopia, a nice Vietnamese 

American restaurant located in 

the Kroger shopping center on 

Buffalo Speedway between West-

park and Bissonnet.  Please let 

me know before that Friday if 

you plan to attend so reserva-

tions can be arranged. You can 

contact me at president@ 

houstonorchidsociety. org. 

     As that email is good for any 

communications with me, I hope 

you’ll take advantage and let me 

know of any concerns or com-
ments.  I’d like to think the Socie-

ty is moving in the right direction 

with rent secured for the next 3 

years and membership on the 

rise.  Any ideas on how to con-

tinue this membership trend 

would be appreciated. 

     And lastly, thinking ahead to 

September, we elect a new Nom-

inating Committee at that meet-

ing.  We will have a ballot for 

everyone to pick their 3 candi-

dates and they will be tallied at 

the meeting.  This brings me full 

circle to the subject of volunteer-

ism.  Every year, the Nominating 

Committee has difficulty finding 

the right people for the jobs to 

be filled.  Please remember that, 

if contacted, it is because the 

committee considers you the 

right person for the job.  It is a 

compliment and we should look 

at it as an opportunity to get 

more involved.  There is no posi-

tion so ominous within the or-
ganization that a few hours a 

week won’t facilitate.  I’ll thank 

you in advance for saying yes! 

      

See you all next week! 

keep them alive! 

     Don’t miss this great  oppor-

tunity to get a firsthand glimpse 

of the Phalaenopsis industry in 

Taiwan on Thursday, August 2, 

2018 @ 7:30 PM at the First 

Christian Church & School, 1601 

Sunset Blvd, Houston, TX 77005.   

mailto:president@houstonorchidsociety.org
mailto:president@houstonorchidsociety.org
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     Summertime.. and the livin' is 

busy!  Seems several HOS members are 

travelling or moving or taking on new 

projects.  Here in Houston, some of our 

loyal members made the effort to supply 

the July 5 meeting with lots of eye catch-

ing homegrown orchids.  

     Only nine members in total brought 

plants to show. There were 11 examples 

of species plants and another 11 plants 

represented in the hybrid category. The 

smaller number of plants was not a chal-

lenge to the impression they made.  

     Winner in the hybrid category was an 

impressive vandaceous plant, Vanda  

Memoria Lyle Swanson, belonging to 

Don Ghiz. This is a hybrid between V. 

tessallata and Kasem's Delight.  It had a 

mass of thick fleshy roots about 6 feet 

long and several inches in circumference. 
A number of giant inflorescences came 

out of several leaf clusters.  In fact, I 

thought it was more than one plant. The 

flowers were a lovely pale, bluish-purple 

with the characteristic geometric pattern 

 July Plant Table 
By Sarah Bentley 

Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples 

The Houston Judging Center judges met 

in the UST Board Room on Saturday July 

21st. During our last business meeting, 

Marilyn Holloway was elected Chair of 

the HJC for next year. Please congratu-

late her when you see her on this 

achievement! 

     Stephen Moffitt continues his string of 

beautiful Catasetums and awards. This 

month, he brought in three Catasetums, 

each of which received an award. Ctsm. 

Bel Tramonto received an HCC of 77 

points. An unregistered Ctsm. hybrid 

with parents of Ctsm. Karen Armstrong 

x Ctsm. Alexa also received an HCC of 

77. His third Catasetum, Extravaganza, 

received an AM of 80 points. If you have 

not seen his Catasetums, be sure to find 

out what he is doing to grow them so 

well! 
     The next meeting of the judges will 

be at the HOS Orchid Workshop that 

will be held in the Link Lee Mansion on 

the corner of Alabama and Montrose on 

August 3-4. Be sure to come and pur-

chase many wonderful orchids from the 

vendors and sit in for the presentations 

on the 4th. Registration is required. 

     Please note: The monthly meeting 

of the Houston Judging Center, beginning 

with the August meeting, will be held at 

the First Christian Church on August 

18th (where HOS has their monthly 

meetings). 

     Don’t forget that the HOS Work-

shop is coming up the first weekend in 

August. Orchids will be available for 

bidding as well as from vendors. 

     Unfortunately, there are no pictures 

of the awarded plants available. 

Vanda Memoria Lyle Swanson 

Presented by Don Ghiz 

 

 

 

 

 

Grammatophyllum             

scriptum var kiilani 

 

Presented by Kar Chong 

on each petal from the tessallata parent. 

Don reports he purchased it several 

months ago and it was grown to such 

size by Dennis Tomjack.   When I de-

scribed this plant to my husband, he 

suggested it was declared the winner by 

intimidation. Possibly so. 

     On the species end of the table, there 

were several showy examples of slipper 

orchids including a species from Mexico, 

which had tiny white blooms on tall 

spikes. Surprisingly, the winner of the 

species popular vote was not the most 

showy plant on the table.  

     Kar Chong's Grammatophyllum   

scriptum var. kiilani plant was the winner 

of the species table votes. This very well-

grown small plant had a mass of blooms 

on a short spike.  This plant is touted as 

a miniature of the species, 
     John Stubbings and Rick Hepler intro-

duced the plants on the display table this 

month. Thank you, gentlemen, for mak-

ing this exhibit interesting for all our 

members and visitors.  
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CLOWN ALLEY ORCHIDS 

     August 2018 will be the closing of 

Clown Alley Orchids retail shop in   

Pasadena. We have had a great time 

meeting folks, providing service and sell-

ing plants and supplies. Now it’s time to 

move on to other things and move our 

home to Arizona. We will keep the same 

phone numbers, website and emails. 

Baton Rouge was our last show as a 

vendor. We will continue to attend some 

shows, give lectures and attend some 

AOS judging sessions.  

     The business property is listed with a 

realtor friend of ours, Regina Wilson, 

who can be reached at 281-433-6710. 

Please call her for details. It is approxi-

mately 1.5 acres and unrestricted.  

     We intend to close the doors to 

customers starting August 19. We will be 

open Noon till 4:00 PM Tuesday through 

Friday and Saturday Noon till 5:00 PM. 

Everything – supplies, plants, etc., 

will be 50% off regular posted prices 

through August 11. We will make 

our private collection part of the 

sale. The last week, August 14 through 

August 18, we will give even larger dis-

counts. That last week, we will also sell 

the benches and movable greenhouse 

equipment and sales office furnishings. 

We are already a little short on some 

supplies, so we may be out of some 

things early on.  

      

 

Thanks for all your support  

these many years.   
 

John and Sandy Stubbings 

 

AOS  WEBINARS 

Wednesday, August 8, 2018  

7:30 PM - 8:30 PM CST  

The Pleurothallidinae and their Pollinators 

Presented by Adam Karremans 

 

This is a member’s only webinar. 

Register 

Tuesday, August 14, 2018  

7:30 PM - 8:30 PM CST  

Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton 
 

Register 

http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx
http://www.aos.org/all-about-orchids/webinars/chat/greenhouse-chat-july-2018.aspx
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
  1 2 7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 Content 

Due Date 
14 15 16 17 18 HJC 

 Judging 

19 2:00 PM 

Newcomers  
20  21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

August 2018 

Newcomers Meeting 
By Steve Fox 

    The July HOS Newcomers meeting 

was held at the residence of Father Ted 

Baenziger on July 22nd. Twelve members 

and three guests were in attendance.   

     Fr. Ted explained what makes up the 

name of the orchid including the proto-

cols for how the genus, species and hor-

ticultural names may be derived. He then 

lead the group on a tour of his balcony 

growing area and explained how he 

grows his orchids outdoors. Thanks to 

Fr. Ted for hosting and providing plants 

for the raffle. The newcomers each took 

home several new plants for their    

collections. 

     The August Newcomers meeting is 

scheduled for August 19th.  Watch for 

the announcement of the August      

location. 

     If anyone is interested in hosting  
upcoming meetings or has plants or sup-

plies that can be used by the group, 

please let me know at the August HOS 

meeting.  I still have one hosting oppor-

tunity available.  For those of you who 

offered to host for the remainder of the 

year, I appreciate you letting us visit your 

homes. 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

Officers 
President Don Ghiz 

VP - Speakers Bill Caldwell 

VP - Shows  Rick Hepler 

VP - Membership Becky Sturnfield 

Treasurer Winnie Yap 

Recording Secretary Sheila Skov 

Past President Derek Lowenstein 

Chairs 
Conservation Nina Rach 

Display Table Sarah Bentley 

Exhibits Rick Hepler 

Guest Hospitality Amy Colville 

Happenings Editor Marianne Canevaro 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Steve Fox 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Judith Neufeld, Loren Neufeld 

Refreshments Melissa Dwan 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Jay Balchan 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 
Holly Miller Steve Fox 

Calvin Starr Marianne Canevaro 

Susan Dally Stephen Moffitt 

Ft. Ted Baenziger  

Directors - One Year Term 
Marvin Gerber Tom Durrett 

Jay Balchan  

Representatives 
AOS Representative Jay Balchan 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings and Laurie 
Skov 

August 3-4, 2018 

 
HOS Annual Workshop  

Link Lee Mansion 

3800 Montrose Blvd 

Houston, TX 

 

September 28-30, 2018 

 
Kentucky Orchid Society Show 

St. Matthews Episcopal Church  

330 N. Hubbards Lane 

Louisville, KY 

 

September 29-30, 2018 

 
72nd Miami International Orchid Show 

Watsco Center, University of Miami 

1245 Dauer Drive 

Coral Gables, FL 33146 

 

October 26-28, 2018 

 
Calcasieu Orchid Society Show 

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 

715 Kirkman Street 

Lake Charles, LA 

 

October 31-November 3, 2018 

 
AOS Fall Members Meeting in conjunction with 

19th International Slipper Orchid Symposium 

Highland Manor 

Apopka, FL 

 

November 2-3, 2018 

 
12th Merritt Huntington Memorial Symposium 

Virginia Beach Resort and Conference Center 

2800 Shore Drive 

Virginia Beach, VA 

 

http://houstonorchidsociety.org/workshop.html
https://kyorchidsociety.com/kos-30th-annual-show-and-sale/
http://www.aos.org/news-and-events/event-calendar/2018/2018-10/calcasieu-orchid-society-pirates-chest-of-orchids.aspx?d=20181026
https://aosmembersmeeting.com/
https://aosmembersmeeting.com/
http://www.mhsymposium.org/
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HOS Annual Workshop 
By John Stubbings 

Houston Orchid Society  
39th Consecutive Annual  

Summer Workshop 
NEW VENUE 

 

 

 

The HOS Board has arranged for us to hold this event at the following location: 

 

Link Lee Mansion 3800 Montrose Blvd. (on the corner of Montrose Boulevard and West Alabama). 

 
Again, we have a one-plus day event. Come meet the speakers, sellers and judges Friday starting at 5:00 

PM. Light refreshments and wine will be served. You can bring plants for AOS judging and you can pur-

chase plants Friday and Saturday. 

 
On Saturday, we start at 9:00 AM with a formal lecture from one of our three internationally known 

speakers (see schedule on the next page). We serve a light breakfast and a lunch. There are also three 

smaller breakout sessions on Saturday where the speakers share their valuable information on orchid cul-

ture . The day ends around 4:15 pm with a wrap-up panel discussion with all three speakers.  

 

The cost is ONLY $60 per person, which includes all meals, lectures, breakout sessions and all the fun!  

 
Speakers and topics. Breakout sessions are to be announced later. A registration form is available at the 

end of this newsletter. Full details and registrations will also be available at the HOS meeting and on the 

HOS website.  

 

SPEAKER BIOS 

 

 
Sam Tsui—'Paphiopedilum adductum: It's Most Advanced Breeding and Culture’. Sam is from Illinois and 

has grown orchids for many years, giving lectures throughout the world. His business is The Orchid Inn. 

Sam has won many AOS awards, almost exclusively on Paphiopedilums, including a few FCCs. Sam will be 

selling orchids. 

 
Nile Dusdieker - 'Orchids over the Andes, Orchids in the Wild and the WOC in Ecuador’ Nile is a retired 

physician from Iowa and has been into orchids for many years. He is an AOS judge from the Chicago Cen-

ter. He loves to travel and attends many orchid shows, including the most recent World Orchid Confer-

ence. Nile is a regular contributor to ‘Orchids’ magazine of the American Orchid Society. 

 
Harold Koopowitz - "Perfecting the Miniature Paphiopedilum Hybrids.” Harold has been into Paphiopedi-

lums for decades. He was a partner in Paphanatics for many years. He also has been Editor or Editor 

Emeritus for The Orchid Digest Corporation for many years. He also writes frequently for ‘Orchids’.   

Harold hales from Irvine, California and will be selling flasks and memberships in The Orchid Digest. 
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2 to 5 PM Vendor Set-up—Please NO sales before 5:00 PM 

5 to 5:30 PM Plant registration for judging 

5 to 8 PM Workshop Registration Open 

5:30 PM AOS Judging - Don Maples Chair 

5 PM Preview Reception and Sales Open;  

Hors d’oeuvres wine, beer, soft drinks 

5 PM Silent Auction: Proceeds Support Houston Judging Center 

7:30 PM Silent auction ends 

7:45 PM Preview Reception and Sales END 

8:30 PM) Dinner with the speakers contact Don Ghiz (cost not included in registration) 

FRIDAY,  AUGUST 3RD 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST 4TH 

  

8 to 9 AM 

Event Registration Opens 

Silent Auction Starts: Proceeds Support Houston Orchid Society 

8 to 9 AM Sales open 

9 AM Welcoming Comments: Don Ghiz, HOS President 

9:10 AM Invocation:  Fr. Ted Baenziger 

9:15 AM Sam Tsui 

10:20 AM Morning Break; Sales and Silent Auction open 

10:35 AM Breakout Sessions 

11:20 AM Luncheon; Sales and Silent Auction Open 

12:10 PM Nile Dusdieker 

1:15 PM Breakout Sessions 

2:00 PM Harold Koopowitz 

3:05 PM Panel Discussion: Speakers and Breakout Session Leaders 

3:50 PM Silent Auction Ends 

4:15 PM Wrap-Up 

HOS Annual Workshop Schedule 
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