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The Houston Happenings 

May Program: Bulbophyllums 

By Bill Caldwell, VP Speakers 

     Orchid hunter and breeder 

of extraordinary orchids, Bill 

Thoms will be presenting a talk 

on Bulbophyllums.  This pro-

gram covers everything you 

need to know to grow and 

bloom these fascinating plants, 

including super pictures of easy-

to-grow species and the latest 

hybrids. Many of the most im-

portant requirements for grow-

ing world class plants are made 

easy to understand and remem-

ber in Bill’s presentation. 

     Bill Thoms and Doris Dukes 

have been growing orchids 

around Central Florida for more 

than 45 years and have received 

almost every award granted by 

the AOS as well as more 

Awards for Culture than any-

one else in the world, (105 in 

over 29 genera, including 48 in 

the Bulbophyllum alliance and 

13 CCEs plus 4 others 90 

points or above before they 

had the Cultural Excellence 

award.  Many of his crosses are 

winning awards around the 

country  The AOS has recently 

added a yearly award named 

for him for the best Bulbophyl-

lum exhibited. 

     Don’t miss this great op-

portunity to learn how to grow 

these fascinating plants and to 

hear one of the most knowl-

edgeable, interesting and funny 

Bill Thoms 

Presidents Post 
By Don Ghiz 

     The ‘day after’ is always a 

rough one.  It doesn’t matter if 

it’s a hangover or surgery or 

any other special event, it’s a 

rough day.  And today is the day 

after our Spring Show at Memo-

rial City Mall.  What will make 

today special is the reflection on 

a very successful and exciting 

show our members put on. 

     I admire the camaraderie 

and team spirit that was perva-

sive that weekend.  I thank Hol-

ly Miller and Jay Balchan for 

leading the effort, but my appre-

ciation extends to   everyone 

who participated; all those who 

put in exhibits, or helped with 

the HOS exhibit, or even just 

bought plants in support of the 
vendors.  I hope everyone had 

fun and enjoyed a venue that I 

thought was full of energy and 

synergy.  Kudos and let’s hope 

we can return to the Mall 

next year for another. If you 

missed it this year, please plan 

on next year’s Show. You 

won’t be sorry.   

     Next weekend (you may 

be reading this afterwards), 

our Newcomers will attend 

judging at the AOS/Houston 

Judging Center.  Everyone is 

welcome to attend any judging 

and we encourage those who 

have plants they want judged, 

to bring them along.   

     On a different subject, our 

May speaker is Bill Thoms. He 

is a very energetic and animat-

ed speaker.  I know you’ll 
enjoy his presentation.  He is 

one of the world authorities 

on Bulbophyllum but he can 

speak on most any orchid 

related subject.   

     April has been a good 

month. We had fun at our 

meeting with George Hatfield 

speaking and doing the plant 

table. I know he enjoyed him-

self and promises to come 

back.  The weather has been 

nice so far and likely to contin-

ue for a few more weeks be-

fore the Houston Summer 

sets in.  I’ve said for a long 

time, that Houston would be 

the largest city in the country 

if the weather were all Aprils 

and Octobers, so please enjoy 

your plants and their Spring 

showings.   

     Oh, and I really want to 

thank everyone for the vote of 

confidence in approving the 
new Bylaws.  They now state 

what we want said about us 

and how we run our great 

organization. 
 

  

speakers in the orchid world 

on Thursday, May 3, 2018 @ 

7:30 PM at the First Christian 

Church & School, 1601 Sun-

set Blvd, Houston, TX 77005.  

Bill will be bringing his incred-

ible plants to the meeting for 

sale.   
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     The plant display table was a little more 

sparse this month, compared to the bonus 

number  of  plants  at  the  March  meet-

ing.   However,  each  plant  was  of  high   

quality and well presented.  Thank you all 

for participating.   

     Nine members of our group provided, 

in total, 29 plants to admire at the April 

meeting.   These  consisted  of  16  hybrid 

plants and 13 species plants.  

     The special treat of the plant table on 

Thursday, April 5, was the description pre-

sented of the plants. First, our own Rick 

Hepler  described several  notable  species 

plants and  announced the winner of the 

popular vote. 

     Ascocentrum christensonianum was the 

species table winner. This lovely tall, vanda-

like species was grown by Tan Tran.  Its 

graceful branches held numerous sprays of 
delicate lavender colored blossoms.  

     Turning to the table filled with hybrid 

plants,  club  members  were privileged to 

hear the presenter of that night's program, 

George Hatfield, most recent past presi-

dent  of  the  American  Orchid  Society. 

George made a point to identify and de-

scribe every plant on the table. He recog-

nized and questioned almost every grower, 

who then told the group how they had 

produced such bountiful orchids. George 

was very gracious to share his knowledge 

and the "back story" of his experiences with 

plants such as the ones our group have 

grown.   

     Winner  of  the  Hybrid  plant  popular 

vote  was  a  stunning  Cattleya,  Lc  Bryan 

Wheeler  'Grandson.'   grown  by  Luke 

Pauley.  Its sepals and petals were a rich 

color  that  is  best  described  as 

'orchid.'  Then, the lip was colored a deep, 

deep purple with a splash of red inside, 

near  the  column.  These  huge  velvety 

blooms caught everyone's eye and so it was 

voted as the best on that table. 

     I  appreciate all  the effort it  takes to 

make  such  a  great  presentation  every 

month. Thanks to all who bring the plants 

and thank you to all the members who take 

advantage of the opportunity to expand our 

orchid education. 

     Unfortunately, there were no photos of 

the winners available. 

 

 

April Plant Table 
By Sarah Bentley 

Houston Orchid Society 2018 Show & Sale 
By Jay Balchan 

     On behalf of Holly Miller and myself, I would like to give our sincere apprecia-

tion to all of the HOS members who contributed their time, energy and talents 

towards making our spring Show and Sale an absolutely fantastic 

event!!   Wow!   What an event!   

     The exhibits were great..... The crowds were great..... And the vendors were 

great! 

     Every time I looked, there were tons of people taking pictures of all the ex-

hibits and it seemed even more people walking out with arms full of plants!  

     Putting on an event like this cannot be done without an army of volunteers.... 

From clerks, staffing the HOS table, posters and art design, plant registration, 

bringing plants and setting up the HOS exhibit, setting up your own exhibits, 

judging, and a thousand other things.....   Thanks to all !! 

     The Mall was very happy with everything we did.   They loved the exhibits 

and the vendors brought in a lot of customers to the Mall.   They also appreciat-

ed the professional and courteous interactions they had with all the HOS    

members.  

     I'm hopeful that, with a few small changes, we can be back next year and  

really build on a great first year back at the Mall.    This is currently being      

discussed and hopefully I can give an update at the next HOS meeting. 

     One last time.... Thank you HOS !! 

Dendrobium Blue Seas (Blue Twinkle x antennatum), 

awarded HCC of 76 points at HOS Show,        

presented by Sandra Higham 



 

   

      

Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples 
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          The Houston Judging Center hit 

the road for the Acadian Orchid Show 

on April 6th. One award was given to 

Al Taylor for his Paph. Liberty Taiwan 

which received an HCC of 79 points. 

At the Houston Orchid Show, one 

award was also given and went to San-

dra Higham for her Den. Blue Seas, 

which received an HCC of 76 points. 

Sandra and Lily Chang also won the 

AOS Show Trophy for their exhibit. 

The HOS Show was very nice. It was 

laid out well and had exhibits that were 

easy for spectators to view. 

     At regular judging at St. Thomas 

University on April 21st, two awards 

were given from the nine judged. The 

first went to Derek Lowenstein for his 

C. Quest Picante ‘Elaine’, which     

received an HCC of 76 points. The 

second award went to Stephen Moffitt 

for his Ctsm. Greg Scott ‘Stephen Mof-

fitt’, which received an AM of 82 

points. The HOS Newcomers joined 

the judges to gain some knowledge of 

the process and to observe judging 

taking place. 

     In May, the Galveston Bay Orchid 

Society will be hosting their show from 

the 11th-13th.  This will be an excellent 

opportunity for HOS members to see 

how other shows are presented as well as 

to purchase plants from their vendors. 

The show will be held at the South Shore 

Harbor Resort (2500 South Shore Blvd). 

May 19th  will be the regular monthly judg-

ing at the Malloy Building at St. Thomas in 

room 245. 

     This is a great time of the year to 

examine your orchid collections and visit 

the shows to fill in those empty spaces in 

your growing environment with new  

orchids from the many vendors. 
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Stay-At-Home Pictures 

From Melissa Dwan starting at the top left going counterclockwise: Phalaenopsis 

Chingruey’s Goldstaff, Phalaenopsis Younghome New York, Vanda (Varakorn x     

merrillii ‘Carmela’.  

 

 
From Judith Neufeld, starting at the     

bottom left and moving to the top, then 

counterclockwise: Bulbophyllum falca-

tum, Maxillaria tenuifolia, Vanda Pure’s 

Wax ‘Blue’, Trichoglottis fasciata,     

Dendrobium Gatton Sunray,   unidenti-

fied phal growing in semi-hydroponics. 



 

   

May Tips 
By Father Ted Baenziger 

Page 5 The Houston Happenings 

     OK, Guys, this is what I think of in the 

“Joli mois de mai” (French for “pretty 

month”). First off, this is our rainiest 

month in terms of accumulation. Which 

means total rainfall, but not the most days 

of rain, necessarily. It’s a month of storms 

and torrential water, at times. 

     So why not plan on catching some of 

that free water and boosting your orchids 

with it? I have two 32-gallon drums 

(plastic, covered, of course, and adjoining, 

with a plastic sleeve from the bottom of 

one to the top of the other), which col-

lect from the downspout and provide 

rainwater year-round for my delicate 

species, like Restrepia and Dendrobium, 

Dinema and Cryptopus, etc.  

     I carry a bucketful (about 40 lbs) from 

down there, up one flight of stairs (hey, I 

need the exercise), carefully and slowly, 
and soak and drench and spray those 

delicate beauties that cannot take the 

heat or the tap-water of Houston. They 

have to stay in my room, windowsill-wise. 

Nothing too big, mind you, although my 

Peristeria pendula is getting larger by the 

hour, and some of those Dendrobium 

species grow quite tall, like D. antenna-

tum. 

     Rainwater, however, is not just for 

species. Your indoor Phalaenopsis and 

your Oncidium hybrids would love to get a 

good soak and lose some of the salt from 

past fertilizer buildup, and anything 

“orchidy” you grow indoors. Be aware 

that rainwater in Houston is not entirely 

pure, a) because of air pollution, since the 

first rain to fall is often acidic, but not too 

much and b) because your roof has all 

kinds of pollen and yes, dirt, on it, so the 

first rain comes down almost black some-

times. I don’t worry too much because I 

only take from the top and only in the 

second barrel (usually); as a result, any-

thing in there has time to settle down. 

You don’t want leaves and twigs and cer-

tainly not mosquitos, so use a strainer 

and cover tightly. 

     Your neighborhood may have re-

strictions on (massive) collection of rain-

water, but no one can stop you from 

using what falls on your land to water 

plants. Check your deed restrictions or 

your lease. It’s not a good idea to drink it, 

yourself, however, because of microbes 

and other beasties. 

     What the water does is, well, water, 

but without any additives like super-

chlorinates or any other salts and it acts 

as a cleanser for the roots.  If used exclu-

sively, one needs to add fertilizer from 

time to time, since calcium as well as 

nitrogen are essential for growth, as well 

as those other elements in very small 

amounts, like iron, potassium, molyb-

denum and even sulfur. None of these 

with the exception of some free nitrogen, 

which is not very useful, come in rainwa-

ter. 

     The second major concern this month 

is heat. Although the night still cools 

down to, say, 70 F., the daytime heat will 

reach the 90’s and the humidity will fall, 

depending on the weather, to <25% in 

the hottest hours. Watch your orchids to 

see if they are heat stressed. Phalaenopsis 
cannot take noon-day sun, although the 

morning is generally OK. Those after-

noons start killing plants, however, if they 

don’t receive adequate shade (and water) 

from the burning rays. Do the hand-test: 

if your shadow is crisp and clear, it’s 

probably too much light, except for really 

resistant plants like terete Vanda (where 

the leaves are like closed cylinders), and 

some myrmecophilas (AKA Schomburg-

kia), which may attract ants, by the way. 

     A slightly fuzzy shadow is OK for 

Cattleya, Definitely fuzzy for Phals. Any 

plant that has wide leaves, either flat, like 

Phalaenopsis which is also succulent, or 

pleated, like nun’s orchid (Phaias), must 

be protected or we end up with crisp, 

BROWN leaves (not good). We need to 

water more often and let them dry out, if 

possible, before nightfall. Evening is OK, 

as long as water is not left standing in the 

top leaves, where dangerous rot is always 

a death-knell to Phals. 

     Think about circulating your air as 

well (fans, open doors, windows), so no 

hot spots fry those leaves. Many of us 

place our inside orchids in the deep shade 

outside for the summer months. Hang 

them from branches or put them in fast 

draining cache-pots for stability and get 

them off the ground. 

     So, enjoy this pretty month of May 

and sing a song to your sweetheart. And 

remember, ‘chids will bloom for you if 

you love them just enough and not too 

much! 

Refreshments 
By Melissa Dwan 

     Refreshments for the April  

meeting were provided by A.J.    

Culembourg, Steve Fox, Mike Tran, 

Winnie Yap, Cherie Lee, Pier Laird, 

Stacey Pauley, Reva Raschke, Becky 

Sturnfield, Lily Chang and Fa Dwan. 

Please consider bringing snacks to 

the May meeting.  

 

 

Cryptopus elatus 

‘Clara’ AM/ 

AOS 

Peristeria pendula 'Gin Gan' HCC/AOS 

Myrmecophila tibicinis ‘Klana’ HCC/

AOS  



Page 6 Volume 48, Issue 5 

           The April HOS Newcomers 

Group meeting was held at the 

Houston Judging Center on April 

21st.   Four Newcomers were in 

attendance to witness the judging.  

After receiving a brief overview of 

orchid judging, the Newcomers 

split up to sit with the two judging 

teams.  A judge assigned to each 

group helped explain what was 

going on at the table and answered 

questions during the judging.  We 

appreciate the HJC hosting the 

April meeting. 

     T H A N K  Y O U  t o  t h e 

Newcomers that participated in the 

Newcomer’s Group Table Display 

at the 2018 HOS Spring Show & 

Sale.  All the orchids in the display 

were very well grown and nicely 

displayed. Many received ribbons 

Raffle Table 
By Loren & Judith Neufeld 
 
The May raffle plant table will feature a variety of plants from vendors at the recent HOS show. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 1 2 3  7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 2:00 PM 

Newcomers  
14 15 16 17  Content 

Due Date 
18 19 HJC 

 Judging 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

May 2018 

Newcomers Group Meeting 
By Steve Fox 

for flowers and several were 

awarded trophies. 

     Congratulations to David and Eva 

Gardner, who’s Laeliocatanthe 

Newberry Lava Burst won the 

trophy for Best Grown Plant in Class 

117.  Brad Miller’s Jackfowlieara 

Apple Blossom received three 

trophies -  Best Grown Plant in the 

Cattleya Class, Best Flower in the 

Cattleya Class and Best Grown Plant 

in Show! 

     If anyone is interested in hosting 

an upcoming meeting, or has plants 

or supplies that can be donated to 

the group, please let me know at the 

next HOS monthly meeting or via 

email or text.  I still have some 

hosting opportunities available.  

     The next Newcomers meeting 

will be held on May 20. Watch for 

the announcement!  
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

Officers 
President Don Ghiz 

VP - Speakers Bill Caldwell 

VP - Shows  Rick Hepler 

VP - Membership Becky Sturnfield 

Treasurer Winnie Yap 

Recording Secretary Sheila Skov 

Past President Derek Lowenstein 

Chairs 
Conservation Nina Rach 

Display Table Sarah Bentley 

Exhibits Rick Hepler 

Guest Hospitality Amy Colville 

Happenings Editor Marianne Canevaro 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Steve Fox 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Judith Neufeld, Loren Neufeld 

Refreshments Melissa Dwan 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Jay Balchan 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 
Holly Miller Steve Fox 

Calvin Starr Marianne Canevaro 

Susan Dally Stephen Moffitt 

Ft. Ted Baenziger  

Directors - One Year Term 
Marvin Gerber Tom Durrett 

Jay Balchan  

Representatives 
AOS Representative Jay Balchan 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings and Laurie 
Skov 

May 12-13, 2018 

 
Galveston Bay Orchid Society Show and Sale 

South Shore Harbor Resort & Conference Ctr 

2500 South Shore Blvd 

League City, TX 

 

 

May 18-20, 2018 

 
Redland International Orchid Festival 

Redland Fruit and Spice Park 

Homestead, FL 

 

June 1-3, 2018 

 
New Orleans OS 66th Annual Show & Sale 

Lakeside Shopping Center  

3301 Veterans Memorial Boulevard 

Metairie, LA 

 

July 14-15, 2018 

 
Baton Rouge Orchid Society Show & Sale 

Burden Museum & Gardens 

4560 Essen Lane 

Baton Rouge, LA 

 

August 3-4, 2018 

 
HOS Annual Workshop  

St Thomas University 

  
Stay tuned for more details! 

 

December 1, 2018 

 
LA Short Course 

Hilton Garden Inn, 2350 W. Congress St. 

Lafayette, LA 

Alexanderb4094@gmail.com 

  

 

http://swroga.org/events/galveston-bay-orchid-society-mothers-day-show-2018
http://www.redlandorchidfest.org/
http://neworleansorchidsociety.org/pb/wp_6863e67f/wp_6863e67f.html
https://www.batonrougeorchidsociety.com/
https://www.batonrougeorchidsociety.com/
mailto:Alexanderb4094@gmail.com
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Tuesday, May 8, 2018  

7:30 PM - 8:30 PM CST  

Green with Envy 

 

This webinar is for members only.  
 

 

AOS  WEBINARS 

Register 

Wednesday, May 16, 2018  

7:30 PM - 8:30 PM CST  

Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton 

 

Register 

http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/3940385080263812610


 

   

      
2018 HOS Show Photos 
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2018 HOS Show Photos 


