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The Houston Happenings 

April Program: Mini Asian Cymbidiums 

By Bill Caldwell, VP Speakers 

    We are very fortunate and 

pleased to welcome George  

Hatfield as our speaker this 

month. George will be speaking 

on Mini Asian Cymbidiums. 

George is the owner of Hatfield 

Orchids, founded in 2005 in 

Ventura County, CA, where he 

has focused on the development 

of high quality and award win-

ning cymbidiums. Some of 

George’s beautiful cymbidiums 

can be viewed on his Facebook 

page.  

     George holds a Bachelor of 

Science in Plant and Soil Science 

from California State Polytech-

nic University. He is a well-

known speaker who is active in 

the  Cymbidium Society of 

America and the American 

Orchid Society, as well as  

several Southern California 

regional orchid organizations. 

George is an orchid judge for 

both the CSA and AOS. 

George is also a past-president 

of the AOS, CSA and was the 

Chairman of the CSA Cymbidi-

um Congress from 1998-2001 

and president of the Santa 

Barbara International Orchid 

Show in 2002 & 2003.  

     Come hear George speak 

Thursday, April 5, 2017 @ 7:30 

PM at the First Christian 

Church & School, 1601 Sunset 

Blvd, Houston, TX 77005.  

George Hatfield 

Presidents Post 
By Don Ghiz 

     Hello, everyone.  I have to 

start by saying how impressed I 

was with the large number of 

plants on the plant tables in our 

last meeting on March 1.  And I 

was  very  impressed  with  the 

attendance that turned out to 

hear Francisco Miranda speak.   

     Thanks  to  Bill  Caldwell’s 

hard work, we have excellent 

speakers  for  the  coming 

months.  I  hope  we  will  have 

even larger crowds show up for 

them.  In April, George Hatfield, 

the most recent past president 

of AOS, will speak.  He’s a very 

dedicated AOS’er and a dynamic 

speaker.  Bill Thoms is coming 

in May, and he too makes an 

excellent presentation.  
     In between these two distin-

guished speakers, we have our 

Spring  Show.   Please  don’t 

miss  the  opportunity  to  get 

out to Memorial City Mall and 

join in on the preparation and 

camaraderie  of  putting  up 

exhibits.  While  you’re  there, 

treat yourself to a new plant 

or two – you’re worth it!  Jay 

Balchan, Holly Miller, Cal Starr 

and many others have worked 

hard to make this new venue 

and show a big hit. I appreciate 

everyone’s  efforts  and  hope 

you will thank them when you 

have the opportunity. 

     Last  month,  at  both  the 

meeting and in the President’s 

message, I mentioned that we 

had  ‘cleaned  up’  and  made 

small updates to the By-Laws.  
As  required,  we  have  pub-

lished  those  changes  on  the 

website  and are getting really 

constructive  comments  back. 

Kudos to those making them. 

Please  take  advantage  of  the 

opportunity to read and com-

ment.  Because we must send a 

copy of our By-Laws to the IRS 

as part of our 501-c-3 process, 

I’d like them to be as consistent 

and clear in their meaning as 

possible.   

     Not much else to say right 

now. I hope your Phalaenopsis 

are spiking after the winter cold 

snaps we had.  I know in my 

greenhouse,  there  are  signs 

everywhere that Spring is here.  

Enjoy it, because in only a few 

short months, we’ll be wishing it 

were Winter again! 

Please Welcome 

New Members  

 

 

George will be bringing plants 

to sell. 

https://www.fcebook.com/Hatfield-Orchids-182470618879/
https://www.fcebook.com/Hatfield-Orchids-182470618879/
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     Jay Balchan's Paphiopedilum Kolosand 

(kolopakingii x sanderianum) was impres-

sive and very well-grown. 

     The  species  table  was  similarly     

abundant.  13 members brought a total of 

23 plants of  all  varieties. Bill  Bartlett's 

Epidendrum conopseum var. Mexicana was 

voted the favorite plant among the many. 

     Thank you all for your participation, 

and thank you to my many mentors who 

helped me overcome small errors. Nina 

Rach and Denny Haase provided excel-

lent  commentary  in  this  educational   

program. 

 

     An  impressive  display  of  Houston 

Orchid Society bloomers was produced 

at the meeting in March. This talented 

group of horticulturalists really put on a 

show for our group.  

     The  hybrid  table  was  overflowing 

with 36 total plant entries. Not only the 

number of plants, but the variety and 

quality of the blooms was remarkable.  It 

seemed as if every blossom was as large 

as possible and the colors were saturat-

ed. There were 15 of our members who 

brought plants to show on the hybrid 

table.  

     Since so many plants were out of the 

ordinary, it is not surprising there was a 

four way tie for hybrids from the vote 

box: 

     Rossioglossum  Rawdon  Jester 

‘Monte  Vista'  belongs  to  Brad  Miller. 
Several long time growers were inter-

ested in his techniques, because this is a 

difficult plant to bring to bloom in Hou-

ston.  

     Melissa  Dwan  displayed  her  Den-

drobium Pink Kiss 'Comet' on a tall tri-

pod  to  show the  cascade  of  blooms 

perfectly. 

     Marianne Walker's Vanda (brunnea x 

tessellata) x luzonica had roots hanging 

to the floor and lovely, sweetly fragrant 

purple flowers.  

March Plant Table 
By Sarah Bentley 

HYBRID 

Rossioglossum Rawdon Jester 

‘Monte Vista’ 

Brad Miller SPECIES 

Epidendrum conopseum var. 

Mexicana 

Bill Bartlett 

HYBRID 

Dendrobium Pink Kiss ‘Comet’ 

Melissa Dwan 

HYBRID 

Vanda (brunnea x tessellata) x 

luzonica 

Marianne Walker 

HYBRID 

Paphiopedilum Kolosand 

(kolopakingii x sanderianum) 

Jay Balchan 



 

   

      

Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples 
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     The Houston Judging Center has 

already started another year of judging 

and traveling!  The judges traveled to 

Houma, LA, for their Terrebonne Or-

chid Society show “Orchids Visit the 

Caribbean” March 9-10. Four awards 

were earned and all four were Awards 

of Merit! 

     At regular judging at St. Thomas 

University, on March 17, two awards 

were given to Stephen Moffitt. His 

Phrag. Fireworks received an AM of 82 

points and his Clowesetum Stephen 

Moffitt received a HCC of 75 points. 

     The month of April will be really 

busy with the Acadian Orchid Society 

Show in Lafayette, LA, on the 6th and 

7th. The following week will be the 

Houston Orchid Society Show on the 13th

-15th  at the Memorial City Mall. Regular 

monthly judging will be at the Malloy 

Building at St. Thomas on the 21st. 

     This is a great time of the year to 

examine your orchid collections and visit 

the shows to fill in those empty spaces in 

your growing environment with new  

orchids from the many vendors. 

Clowesetum Stephen Moffitt 

HCC 75 points 

Phragmipedium Fireworks 

AM 82 points 

AOS Awards 

 
HCC - Highly Commended Certificate (75-

79 points) 

 

AM - Award of Merit (80-89 pts) 

 

FCC - First Class Certificate (90-100 pts) 

 

CCM - Certificate of Cultural Merit 

 

CCE - Certificate of Cultural Excellence 

 

CBR - Certificate of Botanical Recognition 
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Houston Orchid Society 2018 Show & Sale 
By Jay Balchan 

Thursday, April 12, 2018 

4:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M.  Vendor and Exhibit Setup 

 

Friday, April 13, 2018 

9:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.  Vendor and Exhibit Setup 

12:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M.  Plant Registration 

4:00 P.M.    Deadline for Registration 

5:00 P.M.    Judges’ Dinner at Ciro’s Italian 

6:30 P.M.    Ribbon & AOS Judging 

 

Saturday, April 14, 2018 

9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.  Show Exhibits and Plant Sales 

 

Sunday, April 15, 2018 

11:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.  Show Exhibits and Plant Sales 

4:00 P.M.    Dismantle and Clean up 

Many thanks in advance for all that you will do in support of your Show!   We still have need for a few volunteers for 

the HOS table and the Children’s table.   Signup sheets will be available at the next meeting.    

 

If you wish to Clerk during ribbon judging, just show up at 6:30 at the exhibits.    

 
If you are not putting in your own exhibit, please bring in your blooming plants for display in the HOS exhibit.  There 

are lots of ribbons and trophies that can be won!!  

 

Please let Holly or Jay know if you have any questions.    

 

Let’s have a GREAT SHOW !!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The time is here for our 2018 Show!! 

 
Many thanks to Tom Durrett for designing a new logo and developing the materials we are using for mall advertising, 

business cards, trophy posters and other handouts.  

 
Please note that we will be located in the large court directly in front of Dillards.  It is a very large, well lit space.  It 

should be perfect for the Show.   

 

Here is the current schedule of events: 



 

   

      

April Tips 
By Father Ted Baenziger 
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     Clean the ‘chids for the show. How to 

clean an orchid? First, observe the plant 

from all angles. Yes, you will need to pick 

it up. If it is in bud or spike, it is im-

portant to mark the orientation with 

marker for when you have finished. I put 

a V on the pot and mark the surface or a 

piece of tape to re-align it later. If it’s too 

heavy, get hubby to help. Then look at 

the pot and in the pot. Are there leaves, 

spider webs, bugs? (I get a lot of ants 

nesting in some orchids and stray leaves 

and sometimes weeds). Next, remove 

dead orchid leaves, but not the dormant 

pseudobulbs unless they are soft and 

mushy, especially on Dendrobium - do 

not cut them back! Pull out what you 

don’t want to see on your dining room 

table and dispose of outdoors over the 

neighbor’s fence... Just kidding. On the 
surface and base of the pot, a sponge will 

do for the most part, but you may have 

to scrub a bit, if there is dirt. Note to see 

if your baby needs a change of venue (like 

a new pot: see the third cheer).  

     Now to the dining room or kitchen 

table. Let’s examine the foliage and clean 

it, too. A number of handy, easy cleaners 

are A) Lemon or any citrus juice (except 

orange, which isn’t acid enough to re-

move grime and dries dull). Vinegar,  

diluted 1:4, will also do the trick. B) Milk, 

which leaves a faint shine and C) Mayon-

naise, which makes your leaves very 

shiny! Do not use detergent or perfumed 

soap or oil (olive, salad, vegetable). The 

first will hurt the skin, a.k.a. cuticle, on 

the leaves and the second can poison the 

plant and the third will clog the pores - 

the plant needs to breathe. You will be 

surprised how much surface dirt is re-

moved this way, so have clean rags handy. 

I find that cotton balls are bad news be-

cause they leave fibers all over the place. 

     What about the flowers? No mayo, 

please. It’s OK to rinse them, after all 

they are waterproof, but not entirely, and 

be careful not to leave water in the pouch 

if it has one! But you will need to stake 

the inflorescences if you are taking the 

‘chids to the show.  

     Second cheer: Stake ‘em up! Everyone 

has horror stories about the “perfect 

bloom that broke in the car”, so don’t say 

I didn’t warn you. 

     How to stake? Start with a bamboo 

length a few inches longer than your 

spike. In most cases, this can be thrust 

into the pot as close to the spike as pos-

sible and, working from the bottom to 

the top, use gaudy pink and purple dragon 

flies to loosely attach the spike. Now 

comes the artistry. Invisible wire cut to 

form a loop with two tails, but leave it 

open to get around the stake, then use 

the two ends to gently clasp the flower 

stem. Ouch! Don’t pinch me! Do not 

force the spike to go upright if it does not 

want to, because it may snap. Instead, use 

a metal stake, not bamboo, that you bend 

in about the same shape, poke into the 

pot and then dragon flies and wire. If you 
think the plastic bugs are OK, you can 

leave them, but no, don’t do that. Save 

your hair curlers for the boudoir: not in 

the mall. Now for transport. Get the 

baby in a box and secure it with bunches 

of newspaper or sponge or whatever you 

can spare and make sure it is solid and 

will NOT tip over. I can’t tell you how 

much potting medium I have in the back 

of my car and its hard to get out. For 

larger plants, I use the seatbelt for added 

security, but gently, gently. BTW, the 

clothes hangers in the back are great for 

vandas if they aren’t too big, and yes, if 

there is no pot for the stake, you can 

attach it to the plant… with dragon flies. 

     Repot ‘em, baby! Cache-pots will do 

for the show, and add to stability - bigger 

clay pots too, if they are clean.  We need 

to repot some things this spring or it will 

be too late and the roots of some cattle-

yas and bulbophyllums and lots of others 

will crawl out and attach themselves to 

other pots or the bench and you will 

NEVER, EVER move them again. Mind 

you, some catts bloom better with the 

roots in the air, but oh are they tender 

and easily bruised? Yup. 

     So, gird up your loins and be prepared 

to get dirty. It’s best to do this outside 

with music and all supplies at hand, be-

cause you are going to do at least five, 

right? Not when they are blooming 

(except Phalaenopsis, as strange as that 

seems), but rather when the roots want 

to set forth all those new shoots. AOS 

has some free repotting YouTube videos 

and also instruction sheets. When should 

I repot, what is the best potting medium 

(under Orchid Care); potting media 

(under Beginners’ Newsletter) and the 

best AOS Video library - free and in-

formative. Do not be frightened by the 

first photo you see there - it’s a monster 

Cymbidium being hacked, chopped and 

generally mauled. Messy, but necessary. 

Here’s the link: http://www.aos.org/

orchids/aos-video-library.aspx  

     Now for the last cheer: AIR! AIR! 

AIR! Do not leave your orchids in the 

car in the sun for more than 10 minutes 

and DO Open The Windows if you have 
to be away. Temperatures in a car go 

over 120 degrees F. and guess what, 

folks? Orchids, like children, don’t like 

that, not a bit. They want good air circu-

lation at all times. Know also that Mall air 

is very dry, so give your kids a misting 

when you can during a show. And have 

fun. Hip Hooray, I got a ribbon! See you 

there… 

  

Refreshments 
By Melissa Dwan 

     Refreshments for the March meeting 

were provided by Bill Bartlett, Cherie 

Lee, Sandy Stubbings, Winnie Yap, Elayne 

Kouzounis, Troy Merchant, Kim Mer-

chant, Stacey Pauley, Sarah Bentley, Allan 

Davies & Fa Dwan. Please consider bring-

ing snacks to the April meeting. We can 

al-

An April cheer: Clean ‘em up! Stake ‘em up! Repot ‘em, baby! AIR, AIR, AIR 

http://www.aos.org/orchids/aos-video-library.aspx
http://www.aos.org/orchids/aos-video-library.aspx
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Tuesday, April 10, 2018  

7:30 PM - 8:30 PM CST  

Judging Bulbophyllum echinolabium and 

its hybrids 

 

This webinar is for members only.  
 

AOS  WEBINARS 

Register 

Tuesday, April 24, 2018  

7:30 PM - 8:30 PM CST  

Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton 

 

Register 

http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7767746573645081858
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

Officers 
President Don Ghiz 

VP - Speakers Bill Caldwell 

VP - Shows  Rick Hepler 

VP - Membership Becky Sturnfield 

Treasurer Winnie Yap 

Recording Secretary Sheila Skov 

Past President Derek Lowenstein 

Chairs 
Conservation Nina Rach 

Display Table Sarah Bentley 

Exhibits Rick Hepler 

Guest Hospitality Amy Colville 

Happenings Editor Marianne Walker 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Steve Fox 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Judith Neufeld, Loren Neufeld 

Refreshments Melissa Dwan 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Jay Balchan 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 
Holly Miller Steve Fox 

Calvin Starr Marianne Walker 

Susan Dally Stephen Moffitt 

Ft. Ted Baenziger  

Directors - One Year Term 
Marvin Gerber Tom Durrett 

Jay Balchan  

Representatives 
AOS Representative Jay Balchan 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings and Laurie 
Skov 

April 6-8, 2018 
 

Acadian Orchid Society Show and Sale 

Ira Nelson Horticultural Center 

2206 Johnson St 

Lafayette, LA  

 

April 14-15, 2018 
 

Houston Orchid Society Show and Sale 

Memorial City Mall, I-10 and Gessner 

Houston, TX 

 

May 12-13, 2018 

 
Galveston Bay Orchid Society Show and Sale 

South Shore Harbor Resort & Conference Ctr 

2500 South Shore Blvd 

League City, TX 

 

May 18-20, 2018 

 
Redland International Orchid Festival 

Redland Fruit and Spice Park 

Homestead, FL 

 

June 1-3, 2018 

 
New Orleans OS 66th Annual Show & Sale 

Lakeside Shopping Center  

3301 Veterans Memorial Boulevard 

Metairie, LA 

 

July 14-15, 2018 

 
Baton Rouge Orchid Society Show & Sale 

Burden Museum & Gardens 

4560 Essen Lane 

Baton Rouge, LA 

 

December 1, 2018 

 
LA Short Course 

Hilton Garden Inn, 2350 W. Congress St. 

Lafayette, LA 

Alexanderb4094@gmail.com 

http://www.aos.org/news-and-events/event-calendar/2018/2018-04/acadian-orchid-society-show-sale-orchid-fiesta.aspx
http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/show.html
http://swroga.org/events/galveston-bay-orchid-society-mothers-day-show-2018
http://www.redlandorchidfest.org/
http://neworleansorchidsociety.org/pb/wp_6863e67f/wp_6863e67f.html
https://www.batonrougeorchidsociety.com/
https://www.batonrougeorchidsociety.com/
mailto:Alexanderb4094@gmail.com
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      The March HOS Newcomers Group meeting was held 

at the home of Jay Balchan on March 25th.   Jay provided a 

tour of his greenhouse and answered questions about how 

his greenhouse operates and how he grows his orchids.  

We appreciate Jay inviting us to his greenhouse and his 

donations to the Newcomers Group. 

     The HOS Spring Show & Sale (April 14-15) is being held 

on  the  usual  Newcomers  Meeting  Date.   So  it  was 

necessary to move our April meeting date.  Please come  

out to Memorial City Mall April 14-15 and volun teer or just 

find new orchids for your collections.   

     The April Newcomers Meeting will be held on April 22.  

Watch for the announcement of the April location. 

     If anyone is interested in hosting any upcoming meetings, 

or has plants or supplies that can be used by the group, 

please let me know at the next HOS monthly meeting.  I 

still have some hosting opportunities available. 

Raffle Table 
By Loren & Judith Neufeld 
 
The raffle table at the April meeting will feature a variety of blooming or in-bud Phalaenopsis from 

Orchid Life Nursery.  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1   2 3 4 5  7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

6 7 

8 9 10 11 12  13 14 

15 2:00 PM 

Newcomers  
16 17 18 19  Content 

Due Date 
20 21 HJC 

 Judging 

22  23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

April 2018 

Newcomers Group Meeting 
By Steve Fox 



 

 

   

      

Stay-At-Home Pictures 
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From Judith Neufeld: Traveling counterclockwise starting at the 

top left are:  Miltonidium Pacific Waters ‘Paul’s Pride’, Dendrobium   

aggragatum, Epilaeliocattleya Magic Wand,  Cattleya Swan Lake, 

Cattleya Mari’s Glory. In the center is Epidendrum radicans. 

The photo below, from Bill Caldwell, is of 

Rlc Michael Tomihama ‘Robert Richards’ AM/

AOS, which was awarded in March at the 

Terrabonne OS Show,   


