
   

March 2018 Volume 48, Issue 3 

A non profit organization 

established in 1945, HOS is 

a recipient of the American 

Orchid Society’s  

Distinguished Affiliated  

Societies Service award 

Inside This 
Issue: 

Presidents Post 1 

Plant Table 2 

Growing Orchid  

Species 

3 

March Tips 4 

Stay at Home  Pho-

tos 

4-5 

Judging Center  

Report 

 

 

HOS Show 

7 

 

 

 

7 

Calendar 8 

Newcomers Meet-

ing 

8 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

AOS Webinars 

9 

 

 

11 

The Houston Happenings 

March Program: Francisco Miranda - The Genus Laelia in Brazil 

By Bill Caldwell, VP Speakers 

    Francisco Miranda will be our 

speaker at this month’s meeting, 

presenting “The Genus Laelia in 

Brazil.” Francisco’s presentation 

will tour us through the regions 

of Brazil where these plants are 

found and we will see some of 

the most beautiful areas of  

Brazil and the habitats where 

they flourish. 

     Francisco was born in Rio de 

Janeiro, Brazil. He received his 

degree in Biology and began his 

taxonomic studies of the orchid 

family in 1981. Over the next 4 

years, he lived in Manaus, on the 

Amazon River, studying orchids 

of Amazonia and working on his 

master’s degree. After returning 

to Rio de Janeiro, he completed 
his masters, titled “Section    

Cattleyodes of the Genus Laelia”.       

     Since that time, his focus has 

been on the Laelia and Cattleya 

of Brazil. He is the author of 

several papers and two books on 

species and subjects of interest 

to growers published in Brazil, 

Germany, and the U.S. Since 

2000, he has lived in Haines City, 

FL, where he operates Miranda 

Orchids, specializing in Brazilian 

species and the Cattleya alliance. 

He also guides trips to Brazil and 

frequently visits Brazilian habitats 

to find new and/or interesting 

orchid species. 

     Francisco will be selling plants 

at the meeting and plants may be 

pre-ordered. A 10% discount will 

be provided for all available 

plants ordered on his website  
http://www.mirandaorchids.com/ 

Francisco Miranda 
no later than three days prior to 

the meeting.  It’s a great chance to 

obtain some of the best Brazilian 

Cattleya and Laelia species on the 

market today. 

     Come hear Francisco speak 

and purchase his plants on   

Thursday, March 1, 2018 @ 7:30 

PM at the First Christian Church, 

1601 Sunset Blvd, Houston, TX. 

 

Presidents Post 
By Don Ghiz 

     It’s me again. I think it is      

important that our members 

know what’s going on, so I want 

to share what was discussed at 

the February 17th Board of 

Directors meeting. We re-

viewed plans for our April Show 

and August Workshop and I’m 

pleased to report that both are 

well underway and I expect 

them to be big successes this 

year. In addition, we discussed 

rewriting the ByLaws to be 

more contemporary, reviewed 

and approved the  2018 budget, 

and went over the objectives 

for the Society that I mentioned 

last month. The Board was 

supportive of those objectives 

and I think it was a productive 

meeting, full of cooperation and  

energy, and I appreciate that. 

For space purposes, I won’t go 

into all the details, but copies of 

the minutes will be available to 

any member who requests 

them. Transparency is important 

and the Board has nothing to 

hide. I would also like to thank 

the Board members who took 

time away from their Saturday 

to serve.  

     Some of you may have    

noticed that our website was 

offline for a day or so in mid-

February. The situation was 

addressed by our technical team, 

who believes our web host com-

pany may have been hacked.  

Thanks to Tom Durett, who 
was responsive and quick to 

resolve the issue.   

     Once again, I remind those 

with time to volunteer to please 

do so. The Show in April is a 

team effort of many people work-

ing to set up exhibits, helping with 

the HOS exhibit, and volunteering 

as judging clerks Friday night. We 

have a welcome table to recruit 

new members, and many more 

tasks for a successful show.   

     I’ve mentioned this before, but 

our budget review underscored 

the increasing pressure on our 

savings.  There has not been a 

dues increase for as long as I’ve 

been a member and a successful 

show could forestall the need for 

one in coming years.    

     I hope you enjoy your spring 

blooming season.  In the weeks to 

come, many of our phalaenopsis 

and cattleyas will bloom, greeting 
Spring and warm weather. 

     That’s it for now. Please ask 

questions if you have any or feel 

free to voice concerns.   

http://www.mirandaorchids.com/
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These favorites, species and hybrid, will 

be featured in the next issue of Happen-

ings.  

     Another duty assigned to the Chair 

of the Plant table, is to assist with the 

HOS display at the annual HOS Show, 

coming up in April this year.  I will be 

keeping notes and statistics on those of 

you who are producing lovely flowers 

and will have an idea of what's available 

for the       display.  You could become a 

star! 

     Just a few rules apply.  Each plant 

must be owned by a member of the 

Houston Orchid Society and he or she 

must have owned the plant for 6 

months or so.  This ensures that our 

attendees will see plants and be able to 

get advice from someone who is able to 

make orchids bloom! 
     And now, on to the plants brought in 

to the February meeting!  

     I am full of thank yous from my first 

outing as Chair of the Plant Table    

Display at the February HOS meet-

ing.  Thank you to the 14 members who 

brought their 27 hybrids and 14 species 

to share. Thank you to my immediate 

predecessor, Jay Balchan, for stepping in 

with Marvin Gerber at the January 

meeting as I was unable to get there due 

to weather. Thank you to Rick Hep-

ler who gave me 'on the fly' training 

during the February meeting. Thank you 

to Loren and Judith Neufeld for produc-

ing a great set of instructions and a   

system to simplify the task. 

      

Thanks also to Malcolm McCorquodale, 

our fantastic photographer, and to the 

February member's choice winners 

shown in the two pictures. 

   

     I say, "Welcome, myself!," to my 2018 

Houston Orchid Society assignment. My 

name is Sarah Bentley and I am honored 

to be the  person in charge of one of my 

favorite features of each meeting, the 

Plant Display Table. I have been a member 

of HOS for almost two decades, and 

though I am not an expert grower, I have 

great respect for, and interest in, these 

wonderful plants. You may recognize me 

from some of my other vocations as  

Hospitality Chair and most recently, at 

the Raffle Table.  

     Each month, a lovely display of plants 

grown by our members is offered at the 

front of the room. The tables are divided 

into Species and Hybrid sections and the 

hybrids are labeled according to type of 

plant, such as Vanda, Phalaenopsis,   Den-

drobium and so forth. Please bring any of 
your blooming plants to a meeting!  A 

prize is presented at the end of the year 

to the person who brings the most plants 

for the display table for the year. 

     Also on each Hybrid and Species table, 

will be a VOTING BOX so you can 

choose your favorite plant. At our     

designated time in the meeting, someone 

will introduce the plants and  point out 

significant details on notable specimens. I 

hope those who bring plants will be will-

ing to share culture tips with the mem-

bers. During this presentation, the winner 

of the popular vote will be identified. 

February Plant Table 
By Sarah Bentley 

HYBRID 
Paphiopedilum Toni Semple 

Stephen Moffitt 

SPECIES 
Phragmipedium pearcei 

Fred Robinson 
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Growing Orchid Species in Houston:  

A Hydroponic Growing Experiment 
By Judith Neufeld 

     For the past year, I’ve been 

growing several species of orchids 

hydroponically, mostly indoors 

under fluorescent lights, and at 

normal room temperature. As 

opposed to the typical semi-hydro 

technique – in a container with 

drain holes near the bottom - I’ve 

been keeping these plants in clear 

glass containers in purified water. 

Small orchids in crystal-clear gob-

lets or similar glassware have a 

jewel-like beauty, but only if they 

survive! 

     The plants were originally start-

ed in sphagnum moss or other 

orchid media. I removed them 

from that media, cut away any bad 

roots, cleaned the healthy ones 

and then transferred them to the 
glass containers.   

     I initially filled the containers 

with rocks to provide something 

to which the roots could attach, 

but the water became very cloudy, 

so I switched to glass marbles. The 

roots seem to thrive and have 

even begun to attach themselves 

to the marbles. The clear contain-

er allows me to monitor the 

growth of the roots and see 

whether the water is becoming 

polluted.  

     If the water evaporates to a 

low level, I refill it, and every 

month or so I flood the container 

with enough water to overflow 

the old water out of the contain-

er.  

     Up to now, I have not fed 

them (to prevent cloudy water). 

Initially, I was concerned whether 

the plants would get enough nutri-

ents to survive, but to date they 

seem to be doing fine. In fact, 

most of them spiked within six 
months and are now in bloom.  

           



 

   

      

March Tips 
By Father Ted Baenziger 

Page 4 The Houston Happenings 

Some practical items for this month: 

 

     Double check your heat and fans. If 

indoors, make sure there is enough air 

circulation. Apartments and houses can 

get very dry if the windows are closed, 

especially when the temperature is low 

outside. What’s more, mealy bugs, spider 

mites and scale proliferate in low humidi-

ty and stale air. Provide humidity with 

saucers, pebbles, or a humidifier. I run my 

ceiling fans 24/7, so there will be good 

movement of air at all times. No direct 

heat or air conditioning on the plants, 

please!  

     If you have a greenhouse or outdoor 

space, keep up with the weather, especial-

ly during Spring storms that can knock 

out your electricity. I know someone in 

the area who lost power for two days last 
month, and it was deadly to 1/3 of his 

collection. I grow on a balcony as well, 

and yes, I have to drag things inside if the 

weather turns extreme. I try to water 

well and let the plants “drip-dry’ before I 

bring them in, because there are too 

many for the shower or sink. And then I 

carry my ‘chids outside for light and air 

over 60 degrees and down to 50. They 

seem to love it. The Vanda group, howev-

er, is very resentful of temperature drops. 

According to Martin Motes, they prefer 

to be kept growing at 60 degrees or 

more, otherwise flowering is retarded. 

     Avoid fertilizing when the plants are 

not in active growth. Many of our      

Cattleya, Dendrobium and especially   

Catasetum are in semi or full hiberna-

tion. They still need light and air 

(especially Catasetum, which appreciate 

high light levels without their leaves!), 

but fertilizing is a no-no and a waste of 

money. Other plants are actively seeking 

nourishment, however, and can use 

some weekly/weakly help - Phalaenopsis, 

Paphiopedilum (multiflorals are spiking 

for me), and cool growers like Restrepia, 

Gongora, etc., that need constant 

growth. As a general rule, if the roots 

are actively growing, keep the watering 

up**, and if new leaves are also coming 

out, feed the plant.  

**Catasetum is an important exception: 

no water until 2+ inch-long roots are 

present. Then repot and go for explosive 

growth! 

      

     Check for bugs and beasties! There 

are houseplants throughout our living 

spaces, but some of them have scale and 

mealy bugs. These two monsters can 

float very easily on inside air to your 

precious orchids and we all know the 

most expensive and delightful ones   

always seem to attract them. Get to the 

“root” of the problem and treat the 

other plants as well as the orchids.   

Dracaena (dumbcane) seem most likely 

to carry these pests. Do not forget that 

the root ball and potting soil are favorite 

places for nasties to hide, so just alcohol 

and soap is not enough.  
     Inside, it is OK to use a soak of sys-

temic insecticide (like Bayer 2-in-1 Sys-

temic Rose & Flower Care), but wear 

plastic gloves and allow the plants to drip

-dry thoroughly before moving them 

back. I use the shower and a bucket big 

enough to hold the entire pot or in 

warm weather, I do it outside. Just don’t 

leave them there for bees to get poi-

soned.  

     By the way, in Houston, bees go fly-

ing any time it is 55 degrees outside, so 

do not use Bayer systemic on your   

roses, in spite of the fact it says the stuff 

is specifically for roses! 
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Stay-At-Home Pictures 

From Steve Fox: Starting at the top left of page 4 and going clockwise 

are: Gongora flaveola, Dendrobium anceps, and Bulbophyllum Tonya   

Jacobs.   Continuing clockwise below are C. Lory Ann ‘Paradise’, Blc 

Picotee Flight, Epicatarthron Hilo Adventure and Cattleya luteola. 

 

From Judith Neufeld: traveling clockwise starting at the bottom right 

corner are: Phalaenopsis Lianher Golden Beauty, Angraecum leonis, 

Paphiopedilum wardii, Phalaenopsis Happy Stream and in the center, 

Phalaenopsis Bataan. 
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Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples 
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     The Houston Judging Center met in 

room 245 of Malloy Hall of St. Thomas 

on February 17, 2018. Although several 

plants were submitted, there were no 

awards. 

     TIP: If you wish to bring in plants 

for AOS judging, please remember that 

a valid plant name is required. As more 

and more orchids are available for 

growers, it is important to ensure that 

the names are correct. AOS requires 

the parentage for all awards. I have 

many orchids in my collection that do 

not have names. Most have been given 

to me by friends.  Some of them are 

really great bloomers, but I know they 

cannot be awarded by the AOS. They 

can be used, however, in shows for 

ribbon judging. Many show exhibits   

usually need (filler) plants, which is a 

great way to show 

blooming orchids 

that cannot be    

submitted for AOS 

judging.   

 

Those orchids with-

out names should be marked “NOT FOR 

AOS JUDGING” on the registration tag. 

The Houston Orchid Society               

2018 Show and Sale    By Jay Balchan 

     The Houston Orchid Society Show 

is in about 6 weeks (Apr 14-15) at Me-

morial  City  Mall.  Setup  is  Thursday 

evening after 4:00 pm and Friday start-

ing at 9:00 am.  

     As usual, plants must be entered for 

judging as early as possible. The dead-

line is 4:00 PM on Friday. You can 

still work on your exhibit after submit-

ting the entry tags, until 6:30 PM, when 

judging begins.  

     We have had great support from 

our members in the past and we really 

need you to put on a great display of 

Refreshments 
By Melissa Dwan 

We welcome anyone who would like to 

bring refreshments to the March meeting. 

Thanks go out to the members who 

brought refreshments to the February 

meeting: Melba & Jim Butler, Marsha & 

Steve Fox, Jacob Schmelz & Carol 

Ortiz, Denise Mitchell, Ginny Haag, 

Cherie Lee, Tan Tran, Lily Chang, Reva 

Raschke and Melissa Dwan.              

Houston hospitality and pride in our 

new mall location.  We need to im-

press them so we can establish a coop-

erative, long term partnership as we 

had  with  the  museum for  so  many 

years! 

     We have exhibit spaces left. Making 

your own table top exhibit is a great 

way to show off your creativity and 

plants. We also have sales table spaces 

available. If you want to do an exhibit 

or  sell  orchid  plants  or  supplies,     

contact Holly Miller. We need space   

requests as soon as possible, so we can 

order the correct number of tables and 

backdrops. 

     I  asked for volunteers in my last 

article to help replace all the lead roles 

that Mary Gunn filled for us over the 

years.   No one volunteered!!   Holly 
ended up leading the trophy donations 

and I will head clerking. 

     We  need  ONE  volunteer  from 

whoever is reading this!  Please!   We 

need someone to help coordinate the 

HOS/AOS table.  It is an easy job, but 

we need the help! We will have sign-up 

sheets for general time slots over the 

weekend, but need someone to be in 

charge of this.   Please volunteer!! 

     Ecuagenera, one of our vendors at the 

show this year, will be taking pre-orders up to 

March 26th. If you are interested in placing an 
order to be picked up at the show, please see 
the two price lists (plants and flasks) in the 

links below. The links take you directly to the 
spreadsheet, which you will need to save to 
your computer. Instructions to submit the 

order via email are at the top of each price 
list. 
 
http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/assets/

Price_List_2018.xlsx 
 

http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/assets/

Price_List_2018_-_Flask_in_Vitro..xlsx  

     In the April Show update, I will provide 

more details on the clerking and the HOS 

exhibit, but the two most important things 

to know about these are, 1) Clerking will 

start at 6:30 on Friday evening…. And 2) 

The HOS exhibit, led by Rick Hepler, will 

accept  plants  until  about  1:00  pm  on  

Friday.  

     Any  questions,  please  contact  Jay  

Balchan or Holly Miller. We will both be 

there most of the weekend. 

 

     I look forward to a fun and  

wonderful show!    

http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/assets/Price_List_2018.xlsx
http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/assets/Price_List_2018.xlsx
http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/assets/Price_List_2018_-_Flask_in_Vitro..xlsx
http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/assets/Price_List_2018_-_Flask_in_Vitro..xlsx
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     The February HOS Newcomers Group met at the home of 

Rick Hepler on February 18th with nine newcomers and one 

guest in attendance. Rick led the group on a tour of his 

greenhouse, answering questions about how it operates and 

how he grows his orchids.  He explained the mixes he uses to 

grow phrags and paphs and demonstrated how to repot a phrag. 

We appreciate you inviting us to your greenhouse.  

     Special thanks to Derek Lowenstein, for his donation of 

orchids to the meeting raffle.   

 The March 18th meeting will be held at the greenhouse of 

Jay Balchan from 2-4 pm.  If you have questions/concerns about 

any orchids you are growing, please bring your orchids and 

questions to the meeting.  We will discuss them and hopefully 
give a solution to share with everybody. 

       

Background 

     The purpose of the Newcomers group is to educate new 

members and help them improve their orchid growing 

enjoyment.  It helps new members meet established members 

Raffle Table 
By Loren & Judith Neufeld 
 
The plant raffle at the March meeting will feature a variety of orchids in bud or in bloom from 

Louisiana Orchid Connection. A few mounted plants will also be included!  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1  7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12Content 

Due Date 
13 14 15  16 17 HJC 

 Judging 

18 2:00 PM 

Newcomers  
19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 25 27 28 29 30 31 

March 2018 

Newcomers Group Meeting 
By Steve Fox 

and observe how others in the Houston area are growing 

orchids.  The hope is that educated new members will remain in 

the society and become involved, contributing members.  Paid 

members are considered newcomers the first two years of their 

membership. 
     Meetings are held monthly on the third Sunday of each 

month from 2pm to 4pm.  Meetings are in backyards and 

greenhouses of society members.  The meetings are informal 

and we generally ask the host to share experiences with 

different varieties, potting and growing techniques and other 

basic topics of interest to new growers.  The remainder of the 

meeting is open for questions and answers and viewing the 

plants brought by the members.  Donated plant door prizes are 

sometimes available from the generosity of the host or other 

members of the society.   

     If anyone is interested in hosting an upcoming meeting, or 

has plants or supplies to donate to the group, please let me 

know at the next HOS monthly meeting.  I still have some 

hosting opportunities available. 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

Officers 
President Don Ghiz 

VP - Speakers Bill Caldwell 

VP - Shows  Rick Hepler 

VP - Membership Becky Sturnfield 

Treasurer Winnie Yap 

Recording Secretary Sheila Skov 

Past President Derek Lowenstein 

Chairs 
Conservation Nina Rach 

Display Table Sarah Bentley 

Exhibits Rick Hepler 

Guest Hospitality Amy Colville 

Happenings Editor Marianne Walker 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Steve Fox 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Judith Neufeld, Loren Neufeld 

Refreshments Melissa Dwan 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Jay Balchan 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 
Holly Miller Steve Fox 

Calvin Starr Marianne Walker 

Susan Dally Stephen Moffitt 

Ft. Ted Baenziger  

Directors - One Year Term 
Marvin Gerber Tom Durrett 

Jay Balchan  

Representatives 
AOS Representative Jay Balchan 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings and Laurie 
Skov 

March 9-10, 2018 
 

Greater North Texas Orchid Society Show 

Richardson Civic Center 

411 W. Arapaho Rd 

Richardson, TX 

 

March 9-11, 2018 
 

Terrebonne Orchid Society Show and Sale 

Southland Mall 

5953 West Park Avenue 

Houma, LA 

 

March 24-25, 2018 
 

Shreveport Orchid Society Show and Sale 

Riverview Theater 

600 Clyde Fant Parkway 

Shreveport, LA 

 

April 6-8, 2018 
 

Acadian Orchid Society Show and Sale 

Ira Nelson Horticultural Center 

2206 Johnson St 

Lafayette, LA  

 

April 14-15, 2018 
 

Houston Orchid Society Show and Sale 

Memorial City Mall 

Houston, TX 

 

May 12-13, 2018 

 
Galveston Bay Orchid Society Show and Sale 

South Shore Harbor Resort & Conference Ctr 

2500 South Shore Blvd 

League City, TX 

 

May 18-20, 2018 

 
Redland International Orchid Festival 

Redland Fruit and Spice Park 

Homestead, FL 

http://gntos.org/gntos-spring-show-2018/
http://swroga.org/events/2018-terrebonne-orchid-show-and-sales
http://swroga.org/events/shreveport-orchid-society-orchid-show-and-sale
http://www.aos.org/news-and-events/event-calendar/2018/2018-04/acadian-orchid-society-show-sale-orchid-fiesta.aspx
http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/show.html
http://swroga.org/events/galveston-bay-orchid-society-mothers-day-show-2018
http://www.redlandorchidfest.org/
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Open 10:00 to 5:00 Every Day Except Sunday 

 

 2018 Events and Sales 
 

Intermediate Orchid Class  

Saturday, March 24th at 2:00 PM 

$30.00 includes a blooming plant. 

Bring plants you want help with. 
 

 
Monday-Saturday March 12-17 

St. Patrick’s Day Sale - Save 20% on Plants 
 

 
Saturday-Saturday March 24-31 

Closed Sunday March 25 

Easter Sale 

Save 20% on Plants and Decorative Pots 
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Wednesday, March 21, 2018  

7:30 PM - 8:30 PM CST  

Orchids Under Glass with Chris Miller 
 

(This is a members only seminar) 

AOS  WEBINARS 

Register 

Thursday, March 29, 2018  

7:30 PM - 8:30 PM CST  

Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton 

 

Register 

http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1353064894983688963
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