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The Houston Happenings 

Presidents Post 
By Don Ghiz, 2018 President 

     Hello, Fellow HOS’ers.  I’m Don Ghiz, and you have honored me by voting me your new President 

for 2018.  I’d like to thank you for that and to wish you a Happy Holiday Season.  By the time you read 

this, you will have overstuffed with turkey and stuffing, but that doesn’t change my wish here in early 

December. 

 

     This is my second term as president. Some may know that I’m also on the Board of Trustees of the 

American Orchid Society and I hope this coming year to integrate the ‘best practices’ of both organiza-

tions towards an exciting new era of HOS history.  My goals this year are to reexamine everything we 

do with an eye on ‘bang for the buck’ to the organization.  By that I mean, if it doesn’t make money, 

friends, or good entertainment for the members, then why are we doing it.  Historical practice is not 

good enough. 

 

     Friendships:  There’s an expression that I credit to Bev Tall, an AOS member and friend. She says, ‘I 

came for the orchids and stayed for the friendships.’   While there may not be time in our meetings to 

cement new friendships, there is plenty of volunteer work and activities that could lead to new friend-

ships.  I hope to find work for everyone who has time to give to the HOS.    

 

     Reaching out:  The heart of our balanced budget lies in membership. More members would mean 

more money – money to get exciting speakers, bigger events, and more fun for all of us.  I can’t preju-

dice seniors because I am a senior senior, but I would focus on rejuvenating our membership with young 
people.  Towards that end, a group called the ‘Technology and Social Media Committee’ is being created 

whose responsibility will include managing our website, social media pages like Facebook, Twitter, etc., 

and managing our public image in a positive and productive manner. More on this soon. 

 

     Board meetings and involvement:  In recent years, the Board has not been involved as often as   

needed to effectively manage the organization. I hope that will change. We can meet by teleconferencing 

if in person is not convenient.  More to the point, I plan to delegate needed decisions to board groups 

who will report back when votes are required.  In short, if you need me, I’ll be on the golf course.  It’s 

not the President’s job to do it all. And it’s not the board member’s either. I expect them to solicit help 

from all of you.  Let’s make this an interactive and productive year. Most of all, LET’S HAVE FUN. 

 

     President’s Messages:  C’mon. You don’t really want me to spend time writing monthly about     

seasonal needs in your greenhouses. Most of you are better growers than me and why drag your skills 

down.  Please, write me, call me, or send a note to the Happening’s Editor, Marianne, if you want to be 

anonymous (that’s not a synonym for rude).  I’ll concentrate on answering those questions in my     

messages. Otherwise, don’t expect too much fluff from me.  I can barely keep up with what I have   

already. LOL  

Please join us for the Annual Holiday Party this Thursday at 7:30            
pm at our normal meeting location, First Christian Church,          

1601 Sunset Blvd, Houston. Please bring your favorite                  
dish to share with everyone! 
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2018 Slate of Officers 
By Don Ghiz 

Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples 

     Judges met in room 017 of Malloy Hall for the 

November meeting. There were three awards 

given. The first went to John Stubbings for his 

Phal. Chingruey’s Goldstaff which received an 

HCC of 75 points. 

 

     The second award went to Meir Moses of 

Dallas for his Paph. Chiu Hua Dancer, which  

received an AM of 84 points. He also received a 

CCM of 86 points for the spectacular number of 

flowers and presentation. 

 

     Please join us in congratulating Derek        

Lowenstein on his promotion to Associate Judge! 

 

     Next month, we will be in room 110 of Malloy 

Hall. 

 
     Hope and trust everyone enjoys a safe and 

wonderful holiday season. 

 
     See the award photos below and on the next 

page, all beautifully photographed and presented 

by our very own Malcolm McCorquodale. 

REFRESHMENT CORNER 
 

Many thanks to Cherie Lee, Sandra Higham, Kim Merchant, Betsy 

Robinson, Steve Fox, Winnie Yap, Becky Sturnfield, Denise     

Mitchell, and anyone else who brought snacks to the November 
meeting. Please bring your favorite dish for the Annual Holiday                    

Party on December 7th at 7:30 pm. 

Officers  

*President Don Ghiz 

*VP Speakers Bill Caldwell 

*VP Shows & Plant Table Rick Hepler 

*VP Membership Becky Sturnfield 

*Treasurer Winnie Yap 

*Secretary Sheila Skov 

*Past President Derek Lowenstein 

Chairs  

Conservation Nina Rach 

Display Table Sarah Bentley 

Happenings Editor* Marianne Walker 

Intermediate Group* Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group* Steve Fox 

Parliamentarian* Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Judith and Loren Neufeld 

Refreshments Melissa Dwan 

Silent Auction Cherie and Frank Lee 

Spring Show* Jay Balchan 

Summer Workshop  John Stubbings 

Technology* Tom Durrett 

Website* Tom Durrett 

Directors  

*2018-2019 Holly Miller 

*2018-2019 Calvin Starr 

*2018-2019 Susan Dally 

*2018-2019 Steve Fox 

*2018-2019 Marianne Walker 

*2018-2019 Mary Gunn 

*2018-2019 Stephen Moffitt 

*2018-2019 Fr. Ted Baenziger 

*        -2018 Marvin Gerber 

*        -2018 Tom Durrett 

*        -2018 Jay Balchan 

Affiliation Representation  

AOS Jay Balchan 

IPA Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Fr. Ted Baenziger 

              **SWROGA Sandy Stubbings & Laurie Skov 
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December Tips and Musings 
By Laurie Skov 

 

     Some of my best customers are 

not society members. I try to con-

vince them to join and perhaps they 

will someday.   I recall son Russell’s 

common response to Sheila and my 

directions: “Later”.  One of the most 

rewarding parts of any hobby can be 

sharing the experience and learning 

with those who have a common   

passion.  Growing older, you may 

realize that sharing people can actually 

be as rewarding as growing orchids 

and that neither will be around    

forever.  We were at San Antonio 

Society earlier this month for their 

show and later their monthly meeting.  

Sheila and I both recalled and missed 

Betty Kurka, a longtime member 

there who passed away last year.  

Betty, always there with a warm 
greeting and a smile, and who always 

made a hot breakfast for the vendors 

on Show Sunday AM.  Enjoy HOS 

membership. 

    

     Transition time.  Last few weeks 

dedicated to winterizing – Putting on 

the plastic, installing heaters, cleaning 

and bringing in plants. (& also enjoying 

the Fall bloomers.)  A few retro tips: 

 
• Begin early and never when you 

(or your spouse) is in a bad 

mood.   

• If you are bringing in plants which 

have been growing outside, be 

sure to position them inside 

where their needs will be met.  

Bright light plants at top on south 

side (sun is now very low in the 

south.).  Some will need dryer 

winter conditions; others will 

need to be kept moist.  Place like

-need plants together. 

• Remember that winter brings 

lower humidity and heaters will 

lower the humidity even further.  

I’ve found that a few misters 

placed immediately downstream 

of the heaters can significantly 

increase overall humidity.  – Not 

too many or you will create an 

evaporative cooler and defeat 

the heater. 

• Keep fans running.  A closed-in, 

stagnant greenhouse is no good. 

 

     Sheila with grandkids watching TV 

showing nonstop toy ads: “So what do 

you want for Christmas, Liam?“    

 

Reply: “I want them ALL!”. 

      
     When asked about which orchid I 

want, my response would be exactly 

the same.  (Some kids never grow 

up).   Never saw an orchid that didn’t 

brighten my day, some even smile 

back at me.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo captions: 

Smiling Tolumnia, Jairak Rainbow   

Stocking stuffers: 
• Botanica’s ORCHIDS book (Descriptions, with photos, of 1,200 species)                                                        

• Ronson hand held torch with igniter. (Sterilizing clippers) 

• Mister complete with stainless steel filter.  (Fine mist and never plugs. Available 

from Farmtek Growers Supply) 

• Clippers  (These from Ace Hardware) 

• Diamond ‘whole’ bits (For drilling holes in clay or plastic pots) 

• Hose nozzles  

• Staple gun (Sears model is only one I know that you push forward to fire. A sav-

ior to my hand.) 

• Raytek point and shoot infrared temperature gun. (Great for checking all points 

in the greenhouse) 

• An AOS membership  

• A plant from the Christmas party auction 
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November Plant Table 
By Jay Balchan 

 

     November represented the final month to bring in 

plants for the plant table.   Unfortunately, there were 

no pictures taken of the winners.  

     We saw a number of fall blooming cattleyas,    

especially dark lavenders.  The hybrid winner, how- 

ever, was not one of those. It was Blc George King 

'Serendipity' brought in by Derek.  Like many of the 

best cattleya crosses, George King has a number of 

awarded varieties which have been cloned and are 

widely available.  The 'Serendipity' clone has what is 

best described (by me) as a "pastel tone" to it.  Some 

may say that it has an "earth tone". Another famous, 

awarded GK clone is "Southern Cross", which is much 

more yellow.   Either of these are a great addition to 

your cattleya collection and very easy to grow in   

Houston. 

     The species winner was Aerangis kotchyane.  This 

plant was wonderfully grown and bloomed with a 

dozen bright white flowers falling along a footlong 

pendent spike. The plant is well cared for by Troy 
Merchant and obviously likes the Houston climate and 

Troy's culture.  

     I would like to thank everyone who brought in 

plants throughout the year.  Our plant table is one of 

the attractions for our members and visitors.  It gives 

us all a chance to see hybrids and species in bloom 

that are not in our collections.  The plant table cannot 

succeed without you bringing in your plants!  Please, 

please, please bring in something in bloom every 

month!  

     As a quick reminder, the plant table will be taking 

December off to make way for the auction.   Bring in 

your plants in January!  

Instructions for Giving Your  

Cat a Pill (It’s a Joke!) 
 

1. Pick cat up and cradle it in the crook of your left arm as if holding 

a baby. Position right forefinger and thumb on either side of the 

cat’s mouth and gently apply pressure to cheeks while holding pill 

in right hand. As cat opens mouth, pop the pill into mouth. Allow 

cat to close mouth and swallow pill. 

2. Retrieve pill from floor and cat from behind sofa. Cradle cat in left 

arm and repeat process. 

3. Retrieve cat from bedroom and throw soggy pill away. 

4. Take new pill from foil wrap, cradle cat in left arm holding rear 

paws tightly with left hand. Force jaws open and push pill to back 

of mouth with right forefinger. Hold mouth shut for a count of 10. 

5. Retrieve pill from goldfish bowl and cat from top of wardrobe. Call 

spouse from garden. 

6. Kneel on floor with cat firmly wedged between knees, holding 

front and rear paws. Ignore low growls emitted by cat. Get spouse 

to hold cat’s head firmly with one hand while forcing wooden ruler 

into mouth. Drop pill down ruler and rub cat’s throat vigorously. 

7. While retrieving cat from curtain rail, get another pill from foil 

wrap. Make note to buy new ruler and repair curtains. Carefully 

sweep shattered figurines from hearth and set to one side for    
gluing later. 

8. Wrap cat in large towel and get spouse to lie on cat with its head 

just visible from below spouse’s armpit. Put pill in end of drinking 

straw, force cat’s mouth open with pencil and blow down drinking 

straw. 

9. Check label to make sure pill is not harmful to humans and drink 

glass of water to take the taste away. Apply band-aid to spouse’s 

forearm and remove blood from carpet with cold water and soap. 

10. Retrieve cat from neighbor’s shed. Get another pill. Place cat in 

cupboard and close door onto neck with only the head showing. 

Force mouth open with dessert spoon. Flick pill down throat with 

rubber band. 

11. Fetch screwdriver from garage and put door back on hinges. Apply 

cold compress to cheek and check records for last tetanus shot. 

Throw t-shirt away and fetch new one from bedroom. 

12. Ring fire brigade to retrieve cat from tree across road. Apologize 

to neighbor, who crashed into the fence while swerving to avoid 

the cat. Take last pill from foil wrap. 

13. Tie cat’s front paws to its rear paws with garden twine and bind 

tightly to leg of dining table. Find heavy duty pruning gloves from 

shed. Force cat’s mouth open with small spanner. Push pill into 

mouth followed by large piece of steak. Hold head vertically and 

pour 1/2 a pint of water down throat to wash pill down. 

14. Get spouse to drive you to the emergency room and sit quietly 

while doctor stitches fingers and forearm and removes pill rem-

nants from right eye. Stop by furniture store on the way home to 

order new dining table. 

15. Arrange for vet to make a house call. Call local pet store to see if 

they have any hamsters. 

 

How to give the dog a pill? 

 

Wrap the pill in bacon. 

 
Holiday Auctions 

 
In lieu of the raffle table, we will  

be having a plant auction and         

a silent auction.  Proceeds         

from both will benefit the         

Houston Judging Center. 
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Newcomers Group Meeting 
By Steve Fox 

 
     The November Newcomers Group Meeting was held on 

Sunday, November 26th, at the residence of Fr. Ted.    

      

     The lesson by Fr. Ted was “‘Growing Miniature Orchids”.  

There were thirteen newcomers in attendance.  Several 

members brought orchids they were growing and were 

concerned about.  Fr. Ted offered solutions and 

recommendations on how to improve the culture and make the 

orchids “happy”.  Newcomers participated in a raffle for plants. 

      

     The next scheduled meeting of the HOS Newcomers Group 

will be January 21, 2018.  We will not have a Newcomers 

Group Meeting in December. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     
 

1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 7:30 PM HOS         

Holiday Party 

8 9 

10  11 12 13 14  15 16 HJC 

        Judging 

17   18 19 20 21Newsletter                

Content is Due 
22 23 

24 25  
Christmas 

26 27 28 29 30/31 

December 2017 

     Orchid Trivia 
Orchids can be found on all continents except Antartica. 

 

The largest orchid species is Grammatophylum speciosum. 

 

The current holder of the smallest orchid species title is 

Campylocentrum insulare , measured at 0.0197 inches. 

 

In some middle eastern countries, a nutritious drink called 

Salep is made from the tubers of orchids from the Orchis 

genus. 

 

The tallest orchid is considered to be Sobralia altissima, which 

can grow to 44 feet tall. 

 

Rhizanthelle gardneri, found in western Australia, lives it’s 

entire lifecycle underground, surfacing only to bloom. 

Cattleya Color Definitions 
 

Alba - Lacking anthocyanin (red or purple pigment, may be white or green depending on species.  

Albescens or album - appearing white, but with some anthocyanin present  

Semi-alba - White with a normally-colored lip, literally “half-white”  

Aquinii - Peloric, or with petals that closely match the lip pattern and/or shape.  

Coerulea - “Blue” or cyanotic, as true blue pigments do not exist in cattleyas + 

Flava - Yellow  
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Stay-At-Home Orchid Wonders 
By Marianne Walker, Editor 

    Judith sent in all of the photos on this page. Starting from 

the top left and going clockwise, they are: Bulbophyllum 

Icicles ‘Brandywine Icicles’ HCC/AOS (plant and close-up of 

flower), Doritis pulcherrima, Bc Maikai ‘Mayumi’, Vanda   

insignis x brunnea.  

 

     Blooms are not as plentiful this time of the year, but I 

know there are other blooming orchids out there. Please 

consider sending in pictures for future issues of the          

newsletter.  
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Thursday, December 14th, 2017  

8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EST  
Greenhouse Chat with Ron 

McHatton 

 

Upcoming  AOS  WEBINARS 

Register 

Wednesday, January 10th, 2018  

8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EST  
Greenhouse Chat with Ron 

McHatton 

Register 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2847045007049760515
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1556190869931035139
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs 
Upcoming Events 

Officers 
President Don Ghiz 

VP - Speakers Bill Caldwell 

VP - Shows & Plant Table Rick Hepler 

VP - Membership Becky Sturnfield 

Treasurer Winnie Yap 

Recording Secretary Sheila Skov 

Past President Derek Lowenstein 

Chairs 

Conservation Nina Rach 

Display Table Sarah Bentley 

Exhibits Rick Hepler 

Guest Hospitality Elizabeth Fisher 

Happenings Editors Marianne Walker 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Steve Fox 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Judith Neufeld, Loren Neufeld 

Refreshments Melissa Dwan 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Jay Balchan 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 

Holly Miller Steve Fox 

Calvin Starr Marianne Walker 

Susan Dally Mary Gunn 

Stephen Moffitt Fr. Ted Baenziger 

Directors - One Year Term 

Marvin Gerber Tom Durrett 

Jay Balchan  

Representatives 

AOS Representative Jay Balchan 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings & Laurie SKov 

 

January 12-14, 2018 
 

Tamiami International Orchid Festival 

Dade County Fairgrounds Expo Center 

10901 Coral Way (SW 24th St) 

Miami, FL 

 

 

January 19-21, 2018 
 

Ft. Lauderdale Orchid Society Show and Sale 

War Memorial Auditorium, 800 NE 8th St 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

 

 

April 21-22, 2018 
 

Tulsa Orchid Society Show and Sale 

Tulsa Garden Center 

Tulsa, OK 

 

 

May 12-13, 2018 

 
Galveston Bay Orchid Society Show 

South Shore Harbor Resort & Conference Ctr 

2500 South Shore Blvd 

League City, TX 

 

 

 

May 18-20, 2018 

 
Redland International Orchid Festival 

Redland Fruit and Spice Park 

Homestead, FL 

 

http://tamiamiorchidfestival.com/
http://www.flos.org/wp/society-activities/show/
http://swroga.org/events/tulsa-orchid-society-swroga-show-and-sale
http://www.redlandorchidfest.org/
http://www.redlandorchidfest.org/

