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The Houston Happenings 

October Program: Eron Borne: Orchid Virus 
By Bill Caldwell, VP Speakers 

    Our October meeting will 

feature a presentation on the 

dreaded orchid virus presented 

by Eron Borne of the Central 

Louisiana Orchid Society 

(CLOS). 

    Professionally, Eron is a pilot, 

but he is also a very diverse 

orchid grower and breeder.  He 

specializes in Phragmipediums, 

Aerangis, and blue Cattleyas, 

and has done his own hybridiz-

ing with them.  He has also 

done extensive orchid virus 

testing over the past 10 years 

both on his own and using pro-

fessional services.  Eron became 

really interested in virus when 

he began his breeding program 

and unknowingly purchased 
many virus-infected plants.  He 

has researched the subject ex-

tensively and compiled the Pow-

er Point presentation showing 

many symptoms and confirmed 

virus pictures.  He eventually 

tested over 200 plants in his 

collection using professional 

ELISA testing services, home 

test kits, and also indicator 

plants.  

    Currently Eron is the Pro-

gram Chair, Webmaster, and a 

Board Member for the CLOS, 

and he also serves on the AOS 

and SWROGA Education Com-

mittees.  He will be the Show 

Chair for the CLOS fall show 

this September in Alexandria.      

He has also traveled and seen 

orchids in-situ in Colombia, 

Ecuador, the Caribbean, Costa 

Rica, El Salvador, and Panama.       

Currently he is growing over 60 

different genera in the same 
greenhouse and has imported 

plants from Ecuador, Colombia, 

Peru, Africa, Canada, Germany, 

and Asia.  Eron has also re-

ceived many AOS awards on 

Eron Borne 

Presidents Post 
By Derek Lowenstein, President 

many different genera.  He cur-

rently lives in Harrisonburg, LA 

along with his wife Anna, and his 

twin daughters Elizabeth and 

Julia. 

    I was particularly heartened 

to see many members come to 

our last meeting, especially for 

many of us dealing with the 

aftermath of Harvey. 
    This month the Nominating 

Committee will report on the 
slate of 2018 HOS officers. You 

are encouraged to inform the 

committee for their considera-

tion of other individuals. 
    Please join us at the HOS 

Annual Picnic.  Bring a dish to 

share and a lawn chair if you 

have one. 

HOS Annual Picnic 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 1 

11AM - 4 PM 

Laurie & Sheila Skov 

Orchids & Tropicals 

5720 Avenue M 

Santa Fe, TX 77510 

409-925-1420 
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    We all know that Harvey 

did some significant damage, 

but how has it affected our 

members and what if anything 

can we do to help?  These 

questions have been floating 

around since the storm. After 

some lengthy emailing among 

members of the HOS Board of   

Directors, it was decided to 

call our membership to see 

what was happening. 

    The call list was divided 

between a handful of board 

members and one additional 

volunteer.  While we were not 

able to get in touch with every-

one, we did determine that at 

least 19 of our families (17% of 

the membership) sustained 
damage to their homes any-

where from minor leaks to 

major devastation. At least 12 

families are out of their homes 

at present. Most of these folks 

have stated that, at present, 

they do not need further assis-

tance, but a few are still in 

need. For privacy reasons, we 

are not naming those so affect-

ed. 

 

Members Helping Members After Harvey 
By Susan Dally, editor and Jean Schwenke, VP Membership 

THANK YOU ALL! 

 

A big Thank You to the following HOS Members who have been helping 

fellow HOS members who have been adversely affected. Some of these 

folks have spent many hours cleaning out flooded homes, others are fos-

tering plants or helped communicate or coordinate efforts. While this list 

is by no means complete, here are the folks we know about. 

 

Amy Colville 

Jay Balchan 

Bill Bartlett 

Katherine Brown 

Susan Dally 
Elizabeth Fisher 

Don Ghiz 

Mary Gunn 

Denny & Renee Haase 

Eddie & Will Litchfield 

Margaret Mahoney 

Denise Mitchell 

Al Mowery 

Mamie Moy 

Jean Schwenke 

Laurie and Sheila Skov 

Marianne Walker 

 

Thank You also to each of you, who are not named above, who made 

financial contributions and/or helped your own neighbors, family mem-

bers and strangers who were in need. YOU MAKE US ALL PROUD! 

 

Many of our members have expressed a desire to help where they can.  

Please contact Jean Schwenke or Marianne Walker to find out  

specifically what you may be able to do. 
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    Jay was gracious enough to 

host the September Intermedi-

ate group meeting. Aside from 

visiting Jay's greenhouse and 

seeing his giant Bulbophyllum 

phalaenopsis, the topic for this 

meeting was how to pollinate 

orchids to create a hybrid. All 

the members attending got a 

great presentation and hands-on 

demonstration from Jay. We 

learned the purpose of doing a 

cross, plants to choose from, 

September Intermediate Meeting 

By Kar Chong 

structure of the flowers, the 

mechanics of pollinating the 

flowers, and all the steps after 

the seed pod has formed. Jay 

was able to show us the differ-

ent stages of his flasks as well. 

Members were able to make a 

few crosses from each other's 

plants as well. This was a great 

experience and hopefully we 

will be able to see the results 

from this meeting in a few years.  
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Stay-At-Home Orchid Wonders 
By Susan Dally, Editor 

    Last month was crazy, I think 

we can all agree.  There was no 

plant table at the September 

meeting because we lacked the 

space and the church was using 

all their tables for hurricane 

relief efforts.  Also, last months 

newsletter had no space for 

Stay-At-Home photos, so I for 

one, could use some extra eye 

candy to make up for the piles 

of debris we have all had to 

look at. 

    So for your viewing pleasure, 

we have photos our members 

have sent in over that last two 

months. 

    Stacey Pauley sent in the 

photo at left. She has been rais-

ing monarchs and as you can 
see,  this one made a chrysalis 

on her Neostylis Lou Sneary! 

    The other photos on this 

page are from Steve Fox. Start-

ing below Stacey’s photo and 

going counterclockwise, they 

are  Psychopsis Kalihi alba 

‘Green Valley’ (Pyp. krameria-

na  ×  Pyp. papilio);  Lc. Loog 

Tone 'African Beauty' AM/

AOS (Lc. Netrasiri Doll x C. 

Thospol Spot); Ctsm. Melana 

Dav i son  (Ctsm. Penang 

'Sweetheart' x Ctsm. denticula-

tum 'SVO' AM/AOS); Stlma. 

Kelly 'Lea' (B. nodosa x Ctna. 

Keith Roth) and Bulb. Tonya 

Jacobs (Bulb. facetum X Bulb. 

echinolabium). 

(Continued on page 5) 
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    Judith sent in seven photos, 

starting from top left and going 

counterclockwise are: Miltonia 

spectabile Var mooreliana 'Lzzie'; 

Den Hibiki (Den bracteosum X 

laevifolium); Ascocenda Betty 

Steel 'Carmela' (Ascda. Tubtim 

Velvet X Ascda. Guo Chia 

Long); Blc Hawaii Stars 

(Brassovola Little Stars X C. 

Mem Robert Strait); Ascda. 

K a l a p a n a  D e l i g h t 

'Sunrise' (Spotted Denis X Chao 

Praya Sapphire); Rhyncattlean-

the Cherry Suisse (Ctt. Choco-

late Drop X Oconee); and final-

ly at bottom left: V. Pachara 

Delight 'Odom' (V. Karulea X V. 

Gordon Dillon). 

    Center bottom is Comparet-
tia speciose which I am growing 

in my kitchen orchidarium, as it 

is cool growing.  

    Finally, Marianne Walker’s   

Renanthera monachica.☼ 

Stay-At-Home Continued 
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October Tips and Musings 
By Laurie Skov 
 

The image on this flower’s 

lip reminded me that as a 

child I had a ‘little teddy’ 

that comforted me.  Hope 

you have a few bloomers 

that can comfort you.  If not, 

be a little teddy for someone 

in need.   

    I can’t help feeling depressed with 

damages people have experienced.  

Sheila and I have been spared, but we 

have many friends not so fortunate.  

Help others recover where/if you can.   

    I have always enjoyed the Florida 

Redlands orchid highs and accompa-

nied drives down through the Keys.  

This area will also recover, but it will 

take some time.  Sheila and I have also 

been to Dominica and know the di-

rect hit by Maria has devastated this 

paradise.  It will, however, take much 

longer for this very poor country to 

recover.  What a difference a day of 

nature’s fury can make. 

    Before Hurricane Harvey was on 

the radar, I was closely watching an 

emerging spike on a new Stanhopea 

hybrid.  I told Sheila that I hoped its 

bloom would coincide with a judging 

weekend and it looked like it might hit 

the San Antonio judging weekend.  I 

had even convinced her to make the 

trip.  Well it did bloom, but it also 

coincided with Harvey’s arrival.   Its 

show time would have to be another 

day.  

    If you grow outdoors, as I do, five 

straight days of downpours and wind 

likely impacted your orchids - nega-

tively.  Yes, our orchids benefit from 

the flush of pure rain water, but too 

much wet will certainly lead to bacte-

rial and fungal rot. A little late now to 

give timely tips on how to treat them, 

but hopefully you were able to dry 

them, remove damage, and treat with 

bactericide and fungicide.  It is also 

certainly necessary to change water-

ing routines to insure we do not add 

to the problem.  For the last two 

weeks, I have made it a habit to carry 

a spray bottle of hydrogen peroxide 

to hit any plant showing dark spots 

and looking closely at vulnerable 

growth crowns.  AOS members 

received a good article by Martin 

Motes on treating plants post 

storm - a reference we should add 

to the HOS Newcomers’ manual.  

If there was any positive to this, it 

would be the cool, dry weather we 

had following the storm.  Some 

plants will think spring has arrived 

and may give an unexpected bloom.   

    It was also a time where many 

Houstonians bloomed.  

    Sheila and I look forward to 

hosting the Society picnic on Sun-

day and taking a little time to just 

relax with friends. 
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Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples; Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale 

    The Judging Center met 

in the Malloy Building at St. 

Thomas on September 16, 

2017. There was one 

award granted to Stephen 

Moffitt for his Catasetum 

Hat Trick, which received 

an HCC of 75 points.  We 

had several guests: Judith 

Neufeld, Chris Maupin, Bill 

Caldwell, and Stephen 

Moffitt. 

    Next month, we will be 

in Malloy 245 as well. 

Much of the construction 

in Jerebak has not been 

completed and there was 

some water damage to the 

new Science Bldg. 

 

REFRESHMENT CORNER 
 

The Refreshment Committee thanks Melissa Dwan, , Cherie Lee, Lily Chang, Mary  

Gunn, Carolynne White, and anyone else who brought snacks to the September  

meeting. 

 

We welcome anyone that would like to bring snacks to the next meeting. 
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Newcomers Group Meeting 
By Steve Fox 

October Raffle Table 
By Loren & Judith Neufeld 

    There were 4 newcomers in attendance at the September 

HOS Newcomers Meeting, hosted September 17th at the home 

of Marsha and Steve Fox.  Fr. Ted presented very interesting 

information regarding “Orchid Names (How To Say Them) And 

What Do They Mean”.   

    Several members brought plants that Fr. Ted diag-

nosed.  Solutions and recommendations to orchid culture     

questions were shared with the group. 

    We held a raffle, and each attendee received a new plant to 

add to their collection.  

    Everyone took a tour of Steve’s outdoor growing areas   

after Fr. Ted’s presentation.  Steve has utilized several areas of 

his yard to provide the light, air movement and water to grow 

various types of orchids.  All attendees were able to see     

different ideas that could be applied to their own situations and   

better grow their own plants outdoors.  

    We hope to see everyone at the HOS Annual Picnic on   

Sunday October 1. And you don’t want to miss the next    

Newcomers Meeting. When? Third Sunday of October! 

    We’ll talk about the next meeting of the newcomers at the 
HOS meeting on October 5 and watch for the October      

announcement email from hosnewcomers@gmail.com with the 

location of next month's meeting along with Fr. Ted’s latest 

topic.    See you then! 

 

The raffle at this month's meeting will feature some VERY NICE 

orchids donated to HOS by Todd Miller of Miller's Tropicals  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Annual 

    Picnic  
2 3 4 57:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

152:00 PM 

Newcomers  
16 17 18 19Newsletter 

Content is Due 
20 21HJC 

 Judging 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

October 2017 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs 

Upcoming Events Officers 
President Derek Lowenstein 

VP - Speakers Bill Caldwell 

VP - Shows  Rick Hepler 

VP - Membership Jean Schwenke 

Treasurer Winnie Yap 

Recording Secretary Clarion Hess 

Past President Fr. Ted Baenziger 

Chairs 
Conservation David Hunt 

Display Table Jay Balchan 

Exhibits Rick Hepler 

Guest Hospitality Elizabeth Fisher 

Happenings Editors Susan Dally, Marianne Walker 

Intermediate Group Kar Chong 

Newcomers Group Fr. Ted Baenziger, Steve Fox 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Judith Neufeld, Loren Neufeld, 
Sara Bentley, Betsy Robinson 

Refreshments Rosalvina Guimerans, Rebecca 
Sturnfield, Melissa Dwan 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Holly Miller, John Stubbings, 
Tom Durrett 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings, Dennis Tomjack 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 
Jay Balchan Tom Durrett 

Marvin Gerber Mary Gunn 

Stephen Moffitt  

Directors - One Year Term 
Sarah Bentley Don Ghiz 

Kar Chong Holly Miller 

Susan Dally Carolyn White 

Representatives 
AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative John Stubbings 

SWROGA Directors Laurie Skov (2017) & Sandy 
Stubbings (2017-2018) 

October 1 
 

HOS Picnic  

Orchids & Tropicals 

11AM-4PM 

5720 Avenue M 

Santa Fe, TX 77510 

 

October 13-15 
 

Alamo Orchid Society Show & Sale 

San Antonio Garden Center 

3310 North New Braunfels Ave. 

San Antonio, TX 

 

November 4-5 
 

Fall 2017 SWROGA Show hosted by the 

Fort Worth Orchid Society 

Fort Worth Botanic Garden Conservatory 

3220 Botanic Garden Blvd 

Fort Worth, TX 

 

November  8-12 
 

22nd World Orchid Conference 

Guayaquil Convention Center, Ecuador 

 

December 2 
 
Acadian Orchid Society 57th Annual Short 

Course 

Wyndham Garden Hotel 

Lafayette, LA 

 

April 21-22, 2018 
 

Tulsa Orchid Society Show and Sale 

Tulsa Garden Center 

Tulsa, OK 

http://www.alamoorchidsociety.org/view/events
http://www.aos.org/news-and-events/event-calendar/2017-11/fort-worth-orchid-society-swroga-show-sale.aspx
http://www.aos.org/news-and-events/event-calendar/2017-11/fort-worth-orchid-society-swroga-show-sale.aspx
http://www.woc22.com/
http://www.aos.org/news-and-events/event-calendar/2017-12/acadian-orchid-society-57th-annual-short-course.aspx
http://www.aos.org/news-and-events/event-calendar/2017-12/acadian-orchid-society-57th-annual-short-course.aspx
http://swroga.org/events/tulsa-orchid-society-swroga-show-and-sale
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Orchidarium For Sale 
 

 

 

Model is The Maui 

 
The orchidarium comes with a fan,             

shelving, humidity monitor, Mist King                     

mister (original cost - $100), and                         

a timer to turn the lights on and off. 

 

 

$250 or Best Offer 

 

 

Email for pictures 

 

 
Marianne Walker 

mjworchids@gmail.com 

281-900-2272 

 

Wednesday, October 4th, 2017  

8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT  

Judging Pleurothallids 

Thursday, October 12th, 2017  

8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT  

Orchid Q&A 

Register 

AOS OCTOBER WEBINARS 

Register 

Zen Wisdom 

 
Accept that some days you’re the pigeon and some days 

you’re the statue. 

 

If you can’t be kind, at least have the decency to be vague. 

 
Never put both feet in your mouth at the same time, be-

cause then you won’t have a leg to stand on. 

 
Always keep your words soft and sweet in case you have 

to eat them. 

 
Always read stuff that will make you look good if you die 

in the middle of it. 

 
When everything is coming your way, you’re in the wrong 

lane. 

http://www.dragonagro.com/terrarium/terrarium.htm#Maui
mailto:mjworchids@gmail.com?subject=Orchidarium
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/9119068349037565443
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4527748585663490051

