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The Houston Happenings 

September Program: Frank Zachariah: Paphiopedilum: An Easy 

Way to Tell Them Apart and How This Helps You Grow Them  
By Bill Caldwell, VP Speakers 

Our first fall meeting will fea-

ture Frank Zachariah who 

will provide an overview of 

Paphiopedilum orchids. 

 Frank studied both horticulture 

and botany at Louisiana State 

University.  A licensed Land-

scape Horticulturalist, Frank is 

the owner and operator of 

Frank Zachariah's Wild Flowers, 

a landscaping contractor busi-

ness which grows many annuals. 

Frank has always had an interest 

in plants that can tolerate the 

lower Gulf Coast’s sultry warm 

season climate.  He began col-

lecting orchids about a decade 

ago and was amazed at how 

many orchids thrive in these 

conditions. He grows his or-
chids in an outside shade struc-

ture which he covers with plas-

tic sheeting for the winter (Nov

-Mar).  The newest jewels in his 

orchid collection are Paphiope-

dilum which he has found to 

thrive nicely in the regional 

climate. 

 Frank was previously a member 

of the Houston Judging Center 

and recently joined the Shreve-

port Center in the last 

year.  Frank believes that both 

centers have invaluably contrib-

uted to his appreciation of the 

beauty and complexities of the 

orchid family.   

John Nelson of the Louisiana 

Orchid Connection (LOC) will 

be accompanying Frank from 

Baton Rouge and will have 

plants available for sale at the 

meeting.  Plants may be pre-
ordered by visiting laor-

chid.com . Use discount code 

HOS17 in the on-line order 

Please Welcome 

New Member 

 

Sharon Chen 

Frank Zachariah 

Harvey Recovery 
 

We hope and pray that all our members are safe and sound. We already are 

aware of some members who have had significant losses. If you are in need of 

help, please let us know. Although we are not a relief agency, we have a large 

membership with lots of expertise and experience who could possibly help  

directly or give advice as how to proceed. 
 

Your friends would like to help. If you need temporary orchid housing or have 

room to foster someone else's plants for a period of time, please email  

Susan Dally at  

editor@houstonorchidsociety.org or 132orchids@comcast.net.  

system to insure that the ship-

ping cost will be removed. Al-

ternately, you may email John 

Nelson with your plant request. 

john@laorchid.com. 

Louisiana Orchid Connection is taking Pre-Orders for the September 7th 

meeting. Use discount code HOS17  
 

LAORCHID.COM  or email John directly: John@laorchid.com 

https://laorchid.com/
https://laorchid.com/
mailto:editor@houstonorchidsociety.org?subject=Harvey%20Recovery
mailto:132orchids@comcast.net?subject=Harvey%20Recovery
mailto:john@laorchid.com?subject=Preorder%20for%20HOS%20meeting
https://laorchid.com/
mailto:John@laorchid.com?subject=HOS%20Pre-order
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Presidents Post 
By Derek Lowenstein, President 

At the September meeting, a 

Nominating Committee shall be 

elected by ballot by the mem-

bers present. Ballots may be 

cast for any member who has 

been a paid member for the 

three years preceding the voting 

date as testified by a list pre-

pared by and posted by the Vice 

President for Membership. Each 

person may vote for three per-

sons on this list. Present officers 

cannot serve on the Commit-

tee. The person receiving the 

largest number of votes shall 

serve as Chairperson and the 

next two, in order of number of 

votes, shall serve on the Com-

mittee. The Nominating Com-

mittee shall report their recom-
mendations at the October 

meeting, and again at the No-

vember meeting, at which time 

the President shall ask if there 

are any further nominations 

from the floor. If there are 

none, election of the entire slate 

may be by acclamation. If there 

are additional nominations, elec-

tion will be by ballot for those 

positions only. A majority of the 

members present shall elect. 

I would like to thank John Stub-

bings and Dennis Tomjack for 

organizing a superb Houston 

Workshop on August 4,5. The 

speakers provided us all with 

lots of useful information on 

purchasing and caring for our 

Houston collections. Fr. Ted 

arranged a last minute venue for 

the workshop. Our usual loca-

tion, Jerabeck Center, will be 

undergoing major renovations 

until the end of the year. This 

also means that AOS judging 

will be held at 245 Malloy. 

Thanks also go to Rosalvina 

Guimerans for organizing the 

Saturday breakfast and lunch, 

and Elaine Lowenstein for 

providing the Friday afternoon 

hor d’oeuvres. I apologize for 

missing the name of anyone 

who contributed. Last but not 

least, we had 5 orchid vendors 
that helped satisfy our orchid 

purchasing addiction, as well as 

two silent auctions. 

George Hatfield, AOS Presi-

dent, who spoke at our HOS 

meeting, as well as the work-

shop, was greatly impressed 

with the number of HOS mem-

bers who are also AOS mem-

bers. We possibly have the 

greatest percentage for any 

society. 

AOS judging was held on Friday 

evening. See Don Maple’s article 

on the awarded plants. We had 

several judges joining us from 

Dallas, Austin, San Antonio and 

Atlanta. 

It continues to be a hot and 

humid summer. What would 

you expect when living in the 

Houston area? We live mostly 

in a cool air-conditioned envi-

ronment. Without air condi-

tioning, Houston would be a 

small village along a bayou, in-

stead of a major metropolis. 

Orchids that are growing in a 

greenhouse or on a covered 

porch will need some help when 

the temperatures heads above 

900F. Keep the air flowing by 

the leaves as much as possible. 

This will keep the plants cooler. 

Cheap rotating fans from Lowes 

or Home Depot, will greatly 
help. Make sure that they get 

enough water to help them 

transpire. Use your finger to 

test the medium dampness. 

Don’t let them get bone dry. 

Mounted orchids will have to be 

watered more frequently. Let 

the roots tell you that they have 

enough water. You should have 

attended Fr. Ted’s talk on wa-

tering at the workshop. 

We are looking to see your 

beautiful orchids at our show 

table. 

Hybrid Winner: 

Lc Varut Jade x Mari's Song  

Presented by  

AJ Culembourg 

August Plant Table 
By Jay Balchan, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale 

Thank you to all who brought in 

plants for the August plant ta-

ble.  The dog days of summer 

are here and all plants are wel-

come on our tables .  Please 

bring them!! 

Our hybrid winner this past 

month was a cross of Lc Varut 

Jade x Mari's Song brought in by 

AJ Culembourg.  The influence 

of Mari's Song really came 

through on this hybrid with the 

strong splash petal shading, the 

(Continued on page 3) 



 

George Hatfield 

presenting the 

AOS Ambassa-

dor’s award to 

Wayne Marine 
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We had a really great work-

shop. Thanks go heartily to 

Dennis Tomjack our Co-Chair 

and Fr. Ted Baenziger our spir-

itual leader. Fr. Ted did the 

arranging for the facility and 

guided us as needed.  

Our FOUR speakers were mar-

velous.  

George Hatfield represented 

the AOS with a short presenta-

tion on what the AOS is doing 

for all of us. He also presented 

an AOS Ambassador’s Award to 

Wayne Marine from San Anto-

nio. George spent a long week-

end with the HOS and came 

away very impressed. 

Peter Lin and Tom Harper both 

gave interesting presentations 
on different aspects of the most 

popular Phalaenopsis. With 

their lectures and breakout 

sessions everyone came away 

with a better understanding of 

how to grow these beauties. 

Leo Schordge helped us create 

an ever-blooming orchid collec-

tion. He also gave us many 

growing and blooming tips. 

The HOS purchased an acre of 

tropical orchid habitat through 

the Orchid Conservation Alli-

ance in the name of each of the 

speakers. 

We need to thank many of you 

who helped make the weekend 

a success. Don Maples chaired 

judging Friday and oversaw 

three AOS awards. Claudia 

headed up the clerking for that. 

Elaine Lowenstein organized the 

food for the preview party. Don 

Ghiz again brought many of us 

to Pico’s for a Dutch treat Mex-

ican dinner Friday. Holly Miller 

handled the silent auction sup-

porting the judging center Fri-

day. Fr. Ted and Dennis were in 

charge of the silent auction 

Saturday supporting the HOS. 

Rosalvina Guimerans headed up 

the Saturday breakfast and 
luncheon. We all enjoyed the 

meals. Sarah Bentley coordinat-

ed registration. Winnie Yap 

handled the money. Malcolm 

McCorquodale again was our 

photographer both for the AOS 

awards and the HOS event. 

So thanks to all of the above 

and the others that pitched in all 

weekend to make this a great 

event. If you missed it we will 

do one next year. 

Houston 38th Summer Workshop 2017 Thank You 

By John Stubbings 

Species Winner: 

Ornithocephalus inflexus 

Presented by  

Fred Robinson 

August Plant Table - Continued 
 

great overlapping petals, and the 

nice head of flowers.   The 

Varut Jade parent adds the tre-

mendous depth of color.   It 

was a great plant and well 

bloomed.   Our species winner 

was Ornithocephalus inflex-

us.  This twig epiphyte is a lovely 

little plant with an interesting 

spike of white flowers.   Even 

out of bloom, this is a very in-

teresting looking plant with its 

fan of leaves.  This plant was 

brought in by Fred Robin-

son.   Congratulations to Fred 

and AJ. 

  I hope to see all your plants on 

our September plant table!  

John Stubbings thanking speakers George 

Hatfield , top, and Leo Schordge 
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What I learned by Wandering and Wondering (Part Two) 
By Ted Baenziger, Past President HOS 

I’m back again to talk of my 

wanderings and wonderings. 

Before I get to that, however, 

let me send my condolences 

and all my prayers to those who 

have been hurt by that sleazy 

monster Harvey. Nary a one of 

us goes untouched, either in our 

person and property, or 

through those others (family, 

friends) who have lost so much. 

May your family be safe and 

your ‘chids survive to bloom 

again! 

As I said last month, “In the 

next issue, I’ll talk about two 

World Orchid conferences and 

the one to come in Ecuador, 

where I visited Quito, the capi-

tal, in 2012 and saw (and 
judged) many unusual species 

and hybrids.”  

The picture top left is from 

Quito, where I judged this plant, 

Hofmeisterella eumicroscopica, 

with flowers less than ½” 

across, in June of 2009. I had 

never seen the like, but we 

awarded Harry Zelenko a CBR 

to recognize it, and it was kinda 

cute, but puny. The next World 

Orchid Conference is in Ecua-

dor, but on the coast at 

Guayaquil, in November of 

2017. To think it has been eight 

years since I’ve been there… 

There are still tickets available. 

The local currency is in dollars; 

the people are super-friendly 

and there are orchids every-

where! 

Before going to Singapore for 

the 20th World Orchid Confer-

ence, I was invited to Came-

roun, in Africa, by the parishion-
ers of the Francophone Parish 

here, and I saw this magnificent 

Angraecum (left, second photo) 

on a cocoa tree (source of 

chocolate, yum), at the parish 

church in La Momée, close to 

the gorilla preserve on Mount 

Cameroun. There was also this 

Angraecum eichlerianum, (third 

photo at left)  in a botanical 

garden nearby: On a subsequent 

trip to Cameroun, I brought 

one back, a plant given to me, 

which I washed in a bidet in a 

hotel and packed in a towel in 

my suitcase. When I declared it 

on arrival, the (younger) border 

guard said “Move along, sonny” 

Harumph. It died a couple of 

months later. Anyway, I finally 

procured a good legal clone at 

the HOS workshop this August. 

I hope it lives a long time and 

blooms again. 

Singapore is one surprising city, 
much of it on reclaimed land, 

since the island is too small for 

all those millions of people from 

100 nations. The WOC started 

(Continued on page 5) 
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with judging, and our own Don-

na Craig and John and Sandy 

Stubbings were there (see pho-

to). I did not judge, but went to 

so many talks my head was spin-

ning. I stayed in a parish church 

rectory and said Mass every 

morning at 5:30 AM, but the 

entire day was spent at the 

show. The subway system there 

is amazing, and the orchids were 

pretty neat as well. 

On the previous page is a photo 

of enormous fake trees on re-

claimed land in Singapore. At 

the show, where there were 

thousands in attendance, show-

ing extreme patience; and here 

(photo right of the fake trees) 

was the line to get in:  Just kid-
ding, it’s really the temple of 

Mariamman. Next, I took this 

photo (right from temple pho-

to) of one visitor’s surprise on 

seeing Ionopsis utrticularioides. 

The orchid is impressive.  Im-

pressive even to me. The fol-

lowing is just one of the 100 

exhibits, but certainly among the 

most colorful, from New Guin-

ea. All decorations are ferns, 

orchids or wood!  

Three years later, I was lucky 

enough to be at the 21st WOC, 

in Johannesburg, South Africa.  

is the grand prize winner, a 

Lycaste:     I judged with people 

from Japan, England, and Ger-

Wandering Continued 
 

many. At the exhibit center, 

between talks, some judges are 

having coffee. Olaf Gruss, from 

Germany, a judge and a speaker 

at the conference, is in the cen-

ter. 

With fellow HOS member Nina 

Rach and a couple from Corpus 

Christi, we visited some game 

preserves, but it was the dry 

season and we saw no orchids 

(Ostrich and Gnu, yes!). Others 

went on to Madagascar or Ca-

petown. I had to get back to 

work. 

So, with a backwards glance to 

South Africa (and some native 

orchids called Satyrium, below 

left photo), we will have to 

meet up in Guayaquil this No-
vember!  The Portillo family, 

with three sites in Ecuador, is a 

major sponsor and will be 

showing off Ecuador’s native 

species (there are literally thou-

sands!) as well as many hybrids. 

You will never forget that kind 

of wandering, and you will won-

der why you waited so long to 

go to a WOC. 

And a special prize to the first 

to identify this Ecuadorian na-

tive:  The photo is mine from 

the Ecuagenera exhibit in Johan-

nesburg. That’s all for now, 

folks! ☼ 



 

Page 6 Volume 47, Issue 9 

  While mowing the lawn I was shocked by the number of moths that were stirred-up ahead of the mower.  Particularly in patches 

where the grass looked unhealthy despite all the rain we’ve had.  I asked a local master gardener what he thought.  Told me that I 

was likely infested with sod web worms and moths are the adult form.  His advice: “Apply insecticide before your lawn is no more, 

as the larvae are eating away your lawn.”  Same day, while I’m collecting plants for our Workshop sale, I notice one of my blooming 

Ascocentrum miniatum with six little seed pods.  I’m thinking what could have caused these little flowers to self-pollinate?  Ah-ha – 

perhaps little moths.  Took his advice, but it made me think… 

   Crops/bees/trees/orchids?  I read an article in Texas Parks and Wildlife magazine where they say that the State’s bee population is 

declining at an alarming rate (33%/year) and the article goes on to quote a study that concluded that the decline is related to bee 

exposure to chemicals in insecticides used on most commercially grown crops. – Doesn’t kill bees but somehow impairs their ability 

to find their way back to their hives.  And… 

   At workshop I hear several people ask for a cure for scale.  Best insecticide: ‘Safari’.   Now I know the EPA required Safari to in-

clude a bolded warning note on their product stating that it should not be applied to flowering trees that are pollinated by bees.  So, 

be careful! 

   My 50th reunion of Western Samoa Peace Corps service is this month.  As I reflect, I remember that Potlatch (big Timber Co.) 

had a full time schmoozer stationed in the country to gain political favor for cutting the teak and mahogany from the little island.  At 

the same time, the Samoans were cutting these trees for construction and firewood.  In the end, much to my surprise, local needs 

outpaced Potlatch.  Once gone never replaced.  

  Madagascar, the island which is the only home for many orchid species, is also rapidly being deforested as a result of need for fire-

wood and crop land.   John and Tin of Louisiana Orchid Connection are busy saving a few.  Oak Hill Nursery did the same, but is no 

more.  Support conserving vendors.  
  At the Workshop, President George Hatfield was happy to say that the American Orchid Society has just approved the funding for 

purchasing habitats to preserve in-situ native orchid populations. The HOS has recently contributed toward setting aside one acre.  

99.9 % of all species that have lived on earth have gone extinct.  The natural world is always changing by itself, let alone because of 

man’s influence.  We do impact change and it behooves us to consider our impact.   

P.S.  I can attest that Red and Grey squirrels, although different genera and species, have both evolved to like fresh pecans.  Brown 

anoles are rapidly displacing my green anole population.  And one last thing: Those who went outside to witness the eclipse were 

able to experience the impact of 70% shade cloth over plants.  I’ve found that such percentage is ideal for growing areas in full sun.☼ 

September Tips and Musings:  
Friend or Foe? Progress? Conservation, Evolution or Extinction                                                            By Laurie Skov 
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Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples; Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale 

The judges have had two meet-

ings this month. First, the HOS 

Workshop allowed the judges 

to award three plants. The first 

award was an HCC of 77 points 

for Vascostylis Janice Allison 

exhibited by Laurie and Sheila 

Skov. The second award went 

to Sandra Higham for her Vanda 

vietnomica which received an 

HCC of 77 points. The third 

award was a CBR that went to 

David Hunt for his Encyclia 

oxypetala. 

The second meeting was the 

normal   judging meeting held in 

room 245 of the Malloy building 

at St. Thomas.  The first award, 

an HCC of 76 points, went to 

Stephen Moffitt for his CTSM. 
Greg Scott. No, Greg was not 

on the team that made this 

award---that was just its name!  

The final award, an HCC of 77 

points, went to Laurie and Shei-

la Skov for their V. Laksi.  

Be sure to congratulate each of 

these well-known orchid grow-

ers! 

Our judging meeting in Septem-

ber will again be in room 245 of 

the Malloy Building at St. Thom-

as. We hope you will be able to 

join us to see what judging is all 

about.  

REFRESHMENT CORNER 
 

The Refreshment Committee thanks Elayne Duncan, Melissa Dwan, David 

Hunt, Rupa Kota, Cherie Lee, Claudia Ludwig, Margaret Mahoney, Dennis 

Mitchel, Stacey Pauley, Reva Raschke, Becky Sturnfield, Winnie Yap and 

anyone else who brought snacks to the August meeting. 

 

We welcome anyone that would like to bring snacks to the next meeting. 

Nacho Cheese Cat, made by Becky Sturnfield. 

Photo: Elizabeth Fisher 

Photos of the 

August 19th 

Awards were 

not available. 
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Newcomers Group Meeting 
By Steve Fox 

August Raffle Table 
By Loren & Judith Neufeld 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 HJC 

 Judging 

172:00 PM 

Newcomers  
18 19 20 21Newsletter 

Content is Due 
22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

September 2017 

There were 13 newcomers and 1 guest in attendance at the 

August Newcomers Meeting, hosted August 20th at the home 

of Melissa & Fa Dwan.  Fr. Ted presented very useful infor-

mation regarding “‘Re-Potting and Mounting Orchids”.    

 

Several members brought plants that Fr. Ted used for demon-

stration regarding how to re-pot and mount different types of 

orchids.  Solutions and recommendations to orchid culture 

questions were also shared with the group. 

 

We held a raffle and each attendee received a new plant to add 

to their collection.   

 

Everyone took a tour of Melissa’s outdoor growing areas after 

Fr. Ted’s presentation.  Although there is no greenhouse struc- 

ture, Melissa has utilized several areas of her yard to provide 

the proper light, air movement and water to grow various types 

of orchids.  All attendees were able to see different ideas that 

could be applied to their own situations and better grow their 

own plants. 

 

We hope to see everyone the next time. When? Third Sunday 

of September! We’ll talk about the next meeting of the new-

comers at the HOS on September 7 and watch for the Septem-

ber announcement email from hosnewcomers@gmail.com with 

the location of next month's meeting along with Fr. Ted’s in-

formative topic.    See you then!   

 
In September, we hope to have an assortment of budding or blooming plants from Miller’s Tropicals; however, the plants may not be 

delivered due to the hurricane. 

mailto:hosnewcomers@gmail.com
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs 

Upcoming Events Officers 
President Derek Lowenstein 

VP - Speakers Bill Caldwell 

VP - Shows  Rick Hepler 

VP - Membership Jean Schwenke 

Treasurer Winnie Yap 

Recording Secretary Clarion Hess 

Past President Fr. Ted Baenziger 

Chairs 
Conservation David Hunt 

Display Table Jay Balchan 

Exhibits Rick Hepler 

Guest Hospitality Elizabeth Fisher 

Happenings Editors Susan Dally, Marianne Walker 

Intermediate Group Kar Chong 

Newcomers Group Fr. Ted Baenziger, Steve Fox 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Judith Neufeld, Loren Neufeld, 
Sara Bentley, Betsy Robinson 

Refreshments Rosalvina Guimerans, Rebecca 
Sturnfield, Melissa Dwan 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Holly Miller, John Stubbings, 
Tom Durrett 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings, Dennis Tomjack 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 
Jay Balchan Tom Durrett 

Marvin Gerber Mary Gunn 

Stephen Moffitt  

Directors - One Year Term 
Sarah Bentley Don Ghiz 

Kar Chong Holly Miller 

Susan Dally Carolyn White 

Representatives 
AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative John Stubbings 

SWROGA Directors Laurie Skov (2017) & Sandy 
Stubbings (2017-2018) 

September 8-9 

 

Central Louisiana Orchid Society Show 

Kees Park Community Center 

2450 Highway 28 E 

Pineville, LA 

 

October 13-15 

 

Alamo Orchid Society Show & Sale 

San Antonio Garden Center 

3310 North New Braunfels Ave. 

San Antonio, TX 

 

November 4-5 

 

Fall 2017 SWROGA Show hosted by the 

Fort Worth Orchid Society 

Fort Worth Botanic Garden Conservatory 

3220 Botanic Garden Blvd 

Fort Worth, TX 

 

November  8-12 

 

22nd World Orchid Conference 

Guayaquil Convention Center, Ecuador 

 

December 2 

 
Acadian Orchid Society 57th Annual Short 

Course 

Wyndham Garden Hotel 

Lafayette, LA 

http://www.centrallouisianaorchidsociety.org/shows.html
http://www.alamoorchidsociety.org/view/events
http://www.aos.org/news-and-events/event-calendar/2017-11/fort-worth-orchid-society-swroga-show-sale.aspx
http://www.aos.org/news-and-events/event-calendar/2017-11/fort-worth-orchid-society-swroga-show-sale.aspx
http://www.woc22.com/
http://www.aos.org/news-and-events/event-calendar/2017-12/acadian-orchid-society-57th-annual-short-course.aspx
http://www.aos.org/news-and-events/event-calendar/2017-12/acadian-orchid-society-57th-annual-short-course.aspx
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Orchidarium For Sale 
 

 

 

Model is The Maui 

 
The orchidarium comes with a fan,             

shelving, humidity monitor, Mist King                     

mister (original cost - $100), and                         

a timer to turn the lights on and off. 

 

 

$250 or Best Offer 

 

 

Email for pictures 

 

 
Marianne Walker 

mjworchids@gmail.com 

281-900-2272 

 

Thursday, Sep 7, 2017 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT   
Judging Exhibits—Learn the do’s and don’ts of what consti-

tutes a perfect orchid exhibit. (Public Webinar) 

Tuesday, Sep 12, 2017 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT  

Greenhouse Chat (Open to All) 

Register 

AOS SEPTEMBER WEBINARS 

Register 

http://www.dragonagro.com/terrarium/terrarium.htm#Maui
mailto:mjworchids@gmail.com?subject=Orchidarium
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4152830511639542785
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7700167286262289923

