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The Houston Happenings 

Presidents Post 
By Derek Lowenstein, President 

If you want to learn about the 

care and feeding of phalaenopsis 

and other genera, sign up for 

the HOS Workshop on Friday 

evening, August 4 (judging) and 

Saturday, August 5 (lectures, 

plant sales, auction). The Work-

shop will be held at the Univer-

sity of St. Thomas, Anderson 

Building, Houston, TX. 

There will be four guest lec-

tures; 

George Hatfield, AOS Presi-

dent, “AOS happenings and 

Modern Day Cymbidiums” 

Tom Harper, Stones River 

Orch ids ,  F r ank l in ,  TN, 

“Phalaenopsis Culture” 

Peter Lin, Big Leaf Orchids, 

Dallas, TX, “Growing and Hy-

bridizing Novelty Phalaenopsis’ 

Leo Schordge, Leo’s Orchids, 

Zion, IL,  “Building an Ever-

blooming Orchid Collection”.  

July Program:  Lisa Li: A Journey To Find Phrag. Kovachii 

By Bill Caldwell, VP Speakers 

Lisa is an orchid hobbyist 

who lives in Kingwood with 

her family. Her interest of 

orchids started with frequent 

stops at an orchid nursery 

called “Orchids and Ferns” 

located on Bellaire almost 20 

years ago. After acquiring 

random orchids from big-

box stores, local nurseries, 

and mail orders, most of her 

acquisitions have gone to a 

better place. But the experi-

ence provided much needed 

learnings and discipline, and a 

few remaining orchids start-

ed to survive and bloom. 

Lisa’s husband, Li, a hobbyist 

photographer, has photo-

graphed her blooming or-

chids, year after year. 

Their first wild orchid en-

countered was a patch 

of Cypripedium parviflorum at 

Jasper National Park in 2010. 

The love of the outdoors has 

brought them to many plac-

es. It has been a delight to 

see orchids growing in their 

native environment in Pacific 

NW, Canada, SW China, 

Malaysia, Costa Rica, Belize, 

Panama, Jamaica, Ecuador, 

Peru and Colombia.  

For a cost of $60, or $65 at the 

door, entitles you to a continen-

tal breakfast and a lunch, as well 

four exciting lectures and the 

opportunity to purchase and 

win some excellent orchids. 

Please make checks out to the 

Houston Orchid Society and 

mail it to Winnie Yap, 4618 

Sunshine Dr., Sugar Land, TX 

77479, or pay her at the HOS 

meeting. We also accept credit 

cards at the HOS meeting. 

See you at the Workshop. 

Lisa Li 
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Species Winner 

Chiloschista lunifera 

Presented by Tan Tran 
 

 

June Plant Table 
By Jay Balchan, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale  

As we enter the heat of the 

summer months, we enter the 

time when we see interesting 

species and hybrids show up on 

the plant table because our 

standard cattleyas, Vandas and 

phals are not in bloom.  Last 

month we saw a wonderful 

Epigeneium lyonii brought in by 

Susan Dally.  This month, the 

species winner was a leafless 

orchid, Chiloschista lunifera 

b r o u g h t  i n  b y  T a n 

Tran.  Leafless orchids have 

evolved to do all of their energy 

gathering and production via the 

chlorophyll in their roots.  They 

only grow mounted so the 

roots are exposed to the energy 

of the sun.  Because of this, be 
sure to water them very fre-

quently.  These plants will grow 

very well in Houston if fre-

quently watered with good qual-

ity water and kept on the warm 

side.  

Our hybrid winner was a paph 

cross of "Hilo Green#3" x 

"Hsinying Yasemite" brought in 

by Lily Chang.  This lovely multi 

floral paph has a lot of paph 

stonei influence in it as can be 

seen by the white dorsal with 

dark striping.  This trait is very 

dominate in paph stonei hy-

brids.   This strongly grown 

plant had two spikes with 6 

beautiful flowers.  Multi floral 

paphs are also very easy to 

grow in Houston and although 

they may not bloom every year, 

they're worth a place in every 

orchid collection for when they 

bloom, they will be the prize of 

your collection. 

See you all in July!   Bring in 

your blooming plants!! 
Hybrid Winner 

Paph. “Hilo Greens 

#3” x Hsinying 

Yasemite” Presented 

by Lilly Chang 
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Summer Workshop Speakers 
By John Stubbings 

Here are the speakers that will 

be at our HOS Summer Work-

shop this year: 

 

George Hatfield 

George is currently the Ameri-

can Orchid Society’s President. 

He is also owner of Hatfield 

Orchids in sunny California. 

George is an accredited Ameri-

can Orchid Society judge.  Prior 

to being elected AOS President 

George served in many other 

positions including most recent-

ly Chair of the Judging Commit-

tee. George will talk about hap-

penings at the AOS and modern 

day Cymbidiums. 

 

Tom Harper  

Tom has been growing orchids 

for 50 years. He is owner of 

Stones River Orchids from 

Franklin, TN. Tom is a founding 

member of the International 

Phalaenopsis Alliance (IPA) in 

1989 and has served in many 

responsible positions including 

Vice President, President, and 

IPA Journal contributor on 

many occasions. Tom has trav-

eled coast to coast and interna-

tionally speaking on various 

aspects of Phalaenopsis. Tom 

lectured at the 16th World 

Orchid Conference in 1996 in 

Brazil, and the 19th WOC in 

J a n u a r y  2 0 0 8  i n  M i -

ami.  Additionally, he was invit-

ed to speak in March 2005 and 

again in 2007 at the Taiwan 

International Orchid Show and 

Symposium in Hsinying, Taiwan, 

Republic of China. Tom has 

received many AOS quality 

awards for Phalaenopsis. In 

2008, he received his first FCC/

AOS on Dtps. Brother Success, 

‘Laura’ (The highest award given 

by the American Orchid Society 

which is very rare in this genus) 

at the Heart of Dixie Show in 

Huntsville, Alabama. Tom will 

lecture on Phalaenopsis culture 

in sphagnum moss and bark 

medias as well as the other 

basics of successful growing 
techniques. 

 

Peter Lin  

Peter is an orchid enthusiast 

who has been growing orchids 

for over 25 years since he was 

10. He is originally from Taiwan 

and came to United States at 

age of 12, Peter found his pas-

sion in collecting and hybridizing 

with Phalaenopsis orchid. Peter 

graduated from University of 

Texas at Austin with a Bachelor 

of Science in Computer Science 

and worked in the Information 

Technology industry for 12 

years. To pursue his passion to 

expand and to upgrade his 

Phalaenopsis collection, Peter 

turned his orchid growing into 

hybridizing and Big Leaf Orchids 

- a family owned mail-order 

operation in Southlake, Texas.  

Named after the pretty and 

round leaves of Phalaenopsis, 

Big Leaf Orchids specialize in 

Phalaenopsis, with emphasis on 

novelty which includes flowers 

that are fragrant, waxy, and 

multi-colored. Peter makes 

frequent trips to Taiwan to see 

in person the latest Phalaenopsis 

(Continued on page 5) 

George Hatfield Tom Harper 

Peter Lin Leo Schordge 
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Let these go dry, then water 

thoroughly; Keep these wet all 

the time; Fertilize weakly/

weekly; Sprinkle powdered 

limestone on Paph pots once/

yr.; Water Vandas every day; 

Rinse all pots with ‘pure’ water 

every month; Don’t water Ca-

tasetums when they are winter 

dormant; Attend Society meet-

ings routinely to learn/see 

something new…  Each of our 

plants demand that we maintain 

a routine, their routine, to meet 

their particular needs.  Devia-

tion from routine can mean the 

plant’s decline or even demise. 

And talking about keeping a 

schedule: $25 Charge if you do 

not make your scheduled ap-
pointment to my Cardiologist – 

(no excuses).  Old man (Well, 

older than me) at my cardiolo-

gist said “Last time I had to wait 

2 hrs. for the Doctor.  I’m only 

going to wait ½ hour and then 

I’m leaving.”  (Nurse under 

breath – “Probably this guy’s 

July Tips and Musings:  
By Laurie Skov 

last.”)  I’m thinking: If he misses 

his appointment he may be one 

step closer to St Peter.  Think 

he could tell Saint Peter that he 

would only wait ½ hour to see 

him?  

Footnotes:  

Just got Bulbo beccarii at Red-

lands.  Huge beautiful leaves.   

Flower, they say, smells like 

1,000 decayed elephants.  Jay’s 

Bulbo phalaenopsis I recall only 

smelled like one dead elephant.  

Should I take the plant in for 

judging as soon as it blooms? 

By the way, the entire Cayman 

Orchid Society was at our hotel 

on way to Redlands. 

Speaking to one of the vendors 

over lunch at Redlands he told 
us that he had ten of his best 

plants walk-off after the preview 

party. – Not a musing. 

Free plant to the first responder 

to tell me who is hanging out 

with the Bulbo.☼ 

Summer Workshop Speakers-Continued 
 

development, and to learn from 

Taiwanese nurseries and 

Phalaenopsis hybridizers. To 

date Peter has made 288 cross-

es  and reg is tered 101 

Phalaenopsis hybrid. He has 

received two Award of Quality 

awards for his Phalaenopsis 

hybrids Phal. Pylo’s Sweet Or-

ange and Phal. Pylo’s Eagle Pas-

sion. Peter will lecture on Hy-

bridizing and growing novelty 

Phalaenopsis. 

 

Leo Schordge  

Leo comes to us from Zion, 

Illinois a town near the Wiscon-

sin border north of Chicago. He 

is an amateur orchid grower of 

more than 30 years. He has 

been active in the Illinois Orchid 

Society serving as President for 

two years. His talk will discuss a 

few strategies for building an 

orchid collection that always has 

something in bloom, with a 

minimal number of plants. The 

focus will be on selecting or-

chids with one or more of the 

traits that qualify the orchid as 

ever blooming. Some of these 

traits are extremely long lived 

flowers, a frequent bloom habit, 

or long lived inflorescences with 

a sequential bloom habit. The 

orchids Leo will highlight include 

species and hybrids for a range 

of temperature and light, from 

warm growing, to cool growing, 

orchids for the sunny south 

windowsill and some ideal for 

the shade of the northeast ex-

posure and under light growing. 

Tips on good culture, and on 

the benefits of growing plants to 

be show specimens will be pro-

vided. 
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Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples; Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale 

The HJC judges traveled to 

New Orleans for the New Or-

leans Orchid Society Show on 

June 3rd. A spectacular show of 

beautiful orchids was a site to 

see!  Nine awards were given 

including an FCC ; our first in 

many years. Next, the judges 

traveled on June 9th to Lafayette 

where three awards were given.  

On Saturday, June 17th the judg-

es awarded four beautiful or-

chids. Constance Vernon’s Rlc. 

Liu’s Joyance received an AM of 

80 points. David Hunt received 

a CBR for his Aergs. seegeri with 

very tiny well-displayed flowers. 

David also received an HCC of 

76 points for his E.moebusii. 

The fourth award also went to 
David Hunt for his C. aclandiae 

f. albescence. This orchid re-

ceived a CHM of 82 points. 

The Houston Judging Center is 

meeting in different places dur-

ing the summer due to the elec-

tronic renovation of the class-

rooms in Jerebeck. Next 

month’s meeting is currently 

scheduled for Malloy room 245. 

Come and join us and learn how 

judging is accomplished. 

At our bi-annual business meet-

ing, Derek Lowenstein was 

recommended for promotion to 

Associate Judge (new name for 

Probationary). Randy Johnson 

from Baton Rouge was also 

added as a Student. Please con-

gratulate them for their hard 

work and dedication. 

July Judging Location Change 
 

Due to renovations in the Jerabeck Center, The July 15th judging will be held in the Malloy 

Hall, room 245 at the University of St. Thomas. 
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REFRESHMENT CORNER 
 

The Refreshment Committee thanks Lily Chang, Jim Dilger, Melissa Dwan, Elizabeth Fisher, 

Steve and Martha Fox, D. G. Hunt, Cherie Lee, Margaret Mahoney, Dennis Mitchel, Stacey 

Pauley, Mary Rogge, Winnie Yap and anyone else who brought snacks to the May meeting. 

We welcome anyone that will like to bring snacks to the next meeting. 

Stay-At-Home Orchid Wonders 
Susan Dally, editor@houstonorchidsociety.org 

With most of the phals hybrids 

fading this month and the 

weather getting hotter, I am 

finding the vandas and other 

summer loving orchids are kick-

ing into gear. 

Judith Neufeld sent in three 

photos this week. Starting at 

top left and going clockwise:  

Ascda. Kulvadee Fragrance 

(V.Gordon Dillon X V. Guo 

Chia Long); Den. amabile; and 

Vaso. Viboon Velvet.   

The next are mine:  Psychopsis 

papilio Yellow Bird x Pyp. papilio 

Yellow Butterfly; Blc. Lake Mur-

ray ‘Mendenhall’ AM/AOS x Blc. 

Eagle Island ‘Sangria’ AM/AOS 

and finally BLC. Greenwich. 

I encourage you to email your 

photos to the address listed 

above so we all can enjoy those 

stay-at-home orchids that you 

are unable to bring to the meet-

ings or to judging. 



Page 8 Volume 47, Issue 6 

Newcomers Group Meeting 
By Fr. Ted Baenziger (All photos thanks to Melissa and Fa ) 

It was a sunny, hot, Father’s Day when eighteen brave newcom-

ers (including four for the first time!) came to the (Father) 

Baenziger greenhouse to hear about ‘water and orchids’.   Here 

they are, in the shade. Like I say, it was hot, so I made them 

drink some of that stuff (water) and talked for a bit about them 

(orchids), and then everyone got a chance to go in the cramped 

and dirty garden shed I call a greenhouse. There were even 

some flowers in bloom, including Brassavola cucullata.   Curious-

ly, it was cooler inside than out (the fans help a lot!), but, even-

tually, everyone did come outside for the raffle, where each 

new member of the Houston Orchid Society got a free plant, a 

couple of which were in bloom. Then, after a group photo by 

Melissa, graduating with her husband Fa into the Intermediates, 

we bid goodbye until the next time. When? Third Sunday of 

July! We’ll talk about the next meeting of the newcomers at the 

HOS on July 6.   See you then!  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15HJC 

 Judging 

162:00 PM 

Newcomers  
17 18 19 20Newsletter 

Content is Due 
21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

July 2017 



Page 9 The Houston Happenings 

HOS Officers and Committee Chairs 

Upcoming Events 

Raffle Table 
By Loren & Judith Neufeld 

July 7-9 

Baton Rouge Orchid Society’s Show & Sale 

LSU Burden Conference Center 

Baton Rouge, LA. 

 

August 4-5 

Houston Orchid Society’s 38th Annual Summer 

Workshop 

Univ. of St. Thomas, Anderson Building 

Houston, TX 

 

September 8-9 

Central Louisiana Orchid Society Show 

Kees Park Community Center 

Pineville, LA 

 

October 14-15 

Alamo Orchid Society Show & Sale 

San Antonio, TX 

 

November 3-5 

Fall 2017 SWROGA Show hosted by the Fort 

Worth Orchid Society 

Oak and Redbud Hall 

Fort Worth, TX 

 

November  8-12 

World Orchid Conference 

Guayaquil Convention Center, Ecuador 

 

December 2 

Acadian Orchid Society Short Course 

Wyndham Garden Hotel 

Lafayette, LA 

Officers 
President Derek Lowenstein 

VP - Speakers Bill Caldwell 

VP - Shows  Rick Hepler 

VP - Membership Jean Schwenke 

Treasurer Winnie Yap 

Recording Secretary Clarion Hess 

Past President Fr. Ted Baenziger 

Chairs 
Conservation David Hunt 

Display Table Jay Balchan 

Exhibits Rick Hepler 

Guest Hospitality Elizabeth Fisher 

Happenings Editor Susan Dally 

Intermediate Group Kar Chong 

Newcomers Group Fr. Ted Baenziger, Steve Fox 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Judith Neufeld, Loren Neufeld, 
Sara Bentley, Betsy Robinson 

Refreshments Rosalvina Guimerans, Rebecca 
Sturnfield, Melissa Dwan 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Holly Miller, John Stubbings, 
Tom Durrett 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings, Dennis Tomjack 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 
Jay Balchan Tom Durrett 

Marvin Gerber Mary Gunn 

Stephen Moffitt  

Directors - One Year Term 
Sarah Bentley Don Ghiz 

Kar Chong Holly Miller 

Susan Dally Carolyn White 

Representatives 
AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative John Stubbings 

SWROGA Directors Laurie Skov (2017) & Sandy 
Stubbings (2017-2018) 

At the July meeting the raffle will feature plants from 

the Skovs' Orchids & Tropicals  
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Tuesday, Jul 11, 2017 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM 

EDT Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton, Please send 

your questions tostillisch@cox.net by July 9th. Open to all.  
 

 

Wednesday, Jul 19, 2017 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EDT Join Den-

nis Whigham, Senior Botanist of the North American Orchid 

Conservation Center, division of the Smithsonian Institution as 

he discusses the coalition of associations dedicated to preserv-

ing native species.  

Members only:   https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6929416230293772035  

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7631180625618853635 

AOS JULY WEBINARS 

javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT5356_com_zimbra_email%22));
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