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The Houston Happenings 

Presidents Post 
By Derek Lowenstein, President 

Please set aside the following 

special dates; August 4-5 and 

October 1. On August 4-5 we 

will be holding the HOS Work-

shop at the University of Saint 

Thomas. The workshop will 

have three experts on growing 

and hybridizing phalaenopsis, 

plant sales and AOS judging. 

John Stubbings will provide the 

details.  

On Sunday, October 1, the 

HOS will be holding its annual 

picnic at Orchids and Tropicals, 

Laurie and Sheila Skov’s orchid 

nursery in Santa Fe, TX. There 

will be more details in a future 

Happenings. Rosalvina Guime-

rans  has graciously volunteered 

again to organize the food as-

pect of the picnic. Please say yes 

to her when she asks for your 

help to bring one of your delec-

table dishes and to help her 

setup on October 1. Everyone 

will thank you. At the picnic, 

you will have the opportunity to 

bid at our auction on some 

beautiful plants and peruse the 

offerings at Orchids and Tropi-

cals. 

For the past several years the 

HOS Show has been held at the 

Houston Museum of Natural 

June Program:  Jean Allen-Ikeson: The Story of the White Cattleyas 

By Bill Caldwell, VP Speakers 

Jean Allen-Ikeson will be our 

speaker at this month’s meet-

ing.  She will be speaking on the 

history of white Cattleyas. Jean 

is an orchid grower and AOS 

accredited judge in Dundas, 

Ontario, Canada, although she 

was born in Houston. She is the 

sister of Don Maples who is a 

Houston Society member.  She 

is author of the AOS 2011 Sup-

plement: Sarcochilus: species 

and hybrids; and numerous 

other articles. She also Co-

Chair of the Editorial Board for 

Orchids magazine and Training 

Coordinator for the Toronto 

Judging Center.  

Science. Unfortunately, the mu-

seum management can no long-

er accommodate our show and 

we will have to find a new ven-

ue. All suggestions for a new 

location are welcome. Help us 

and volunteer to be a member 

of the Show Venue Search 

Committee. Send me an email. 

I have written a short article in 

this issue on planning and exe-

cuting the construction of a new 

greenhouse. Hopefully it will 

help you to avoid some of the 

pitfalls.  

 

Please Welcome 

New Members: 

 

Susan Briggs 

 

Jeff Casbeer 

 

Nathasha Cherubin 

Jean Allen-Ikeson  

Wanted 
Volunteer Co-Editor for this Newsletter 

Computer Skills are a MUST using the Windows  

Platform, Will Train. 

Call or Text Susan at 281-435-6456 
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Species Winner: Epigeneium lyonii 

Presented by Susan Dally 

Hybrid Winner: 

Unknown Dendrobium 

Presented by  Marianne Walker 

May Plant Table 
By Jay Balchan, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale  

named dendrobium which had 

Dend. antenattum in its back-

ground.  Antenattum as its 

name suggests produces plants 

with very upright petals that 

look like antennas. This plant 

was also mounted with over 20 

canes and over 10 bloom 

spikes.  Dendrobiums like this 

are very rewarding if you have 

the space for them.  This plant 

was brought in by the Marianne 

Walker.   

Great job by the plant table 

winners this month and we'll 

see you and your plants in June! 

May brought a surprising variety 

of blooming plants on our plant 

table in what is typically a off 

month for blooming plants.   

Our species winner was a sel-

dom seen Epigeneium lyonii 

brought in by Susan Dally.  The 

plant had a cascading bloom 

spike of about a dozen flowers 

with crimson throats blending 

out to cream colored petal 

tips. Dave Hunt, who was intro-

ducing the species plants, com-

mented that this a fairly difficult 

plant to grow and this was 

grown very well mounted.   

The hybrid winner was an un-

Important Change to Parking for Monthly Meetings! 

 

The overflow parking space at Congregation Emanuel is no longer available to 
us. The Congregation has instituted an upgrade to their security systems, one 

of which is closing the outside parking lot to vehicles that do not have ap-
proved parking stickers.  

Please avoid being towed. We will have to use the local street parking (where 
allowed) in addition to the First Christian Church parking area. 

 

Please review this updated parking map. 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=1FWa-nVEpLNDAPZXXjoRBq49gwqo&ll=29.72315761950157%2C-95.4009296000325&z=18
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A Greenhouse Story 
By Derek Lowenstein 

Have you been thinking of get-

ting a greenhouse for your col-

lection that has outgrown the 

window space, porch or light 

stands? Here are some things 

you might want to know before 

making a commitment. Buying a 

kit and doing the construction is 

the least costly and most labor-

intensive approach. Try inducing 

some friends to help you build 

it. It will cost you some pizzas 

and lots of beer. The alternative 

is to have a commercial outfit, 

which specializes in greenhous-

es, to build it for you. This is the 

least labor intensive and most 

costly approach. 

After two flooding events it was 

time to move and also find a 
new home for the orchids. For-

tunately, John Stubbings, from 

Clown Alley Orchids, offered to 

provide my collection a tempo-

rary home. So the “chids” went 

off on vacation to Pasadena and 

I visited them weekly, while we 

looked for a new house. A BIG 

THANK YOU and MUCHAS 

GRACIAS to John Stubbings and 

Salvador Ortiz. 

First question is how large a 

greenhouse should you build 

within the available space? An-

swer is, as big as possible. Re-

member you are addicted to 

orchids. If you are considering 

building a greenhouse, first 

check with your homeowners 

association about their rules. 

Next check with the City of 

Houston, if you live within the 

City limits. Houston does not 

require a building permit, if the 

greenhouse is less than 200 ft2 

in area. So I selected a 16’ x 

12‘= 192 ft2 structure. That 

saved a lot of time, paperwork 

and money. You will need a 

ventilation system, power, wa-

ter, shade cloth and good quali-

ty material for the walls and 

roof. Don’t forget that you will 

need a floor that does not allow 

weeds to flourish. Next ques-

tion is what type of structure 

and do I build or purchase? Find 

a reliable company if you decide 

to purchase. If you want to build 

it yourself, buy from a reliable 

company that sells kits. In case 

there is a problem with the 

components, you want the ven-

dor to make it right for you. 

Ask HOS members who have 

either built or had someone 

build their greenhouse for their 

experiences. I decided to pur-

chase it locally from Rounhouse 

in Cleveland TX. Chip Green 

and his crew had it all assem-

bled in three days. The green-

house consists of double-walled 

8 mm polycarbonate walls, with 

two large exhaust fans, a ther-

mostat and two intake shutters. 

In addition, there is 50% Alumi-
net shade cloth, a LED light 

fixture and three overhead rail-

ings to hang plants from. The 

construction of the floor is an-

other question that has to be 

decided before you start.  Do 

you want a concrete pad, gravel 

with a weed barrier, paving 

blocks? The installation of water 

and electrical power will likely 

need a plumber and certainly a 

licensed electrician, so that you 

will meet code. 

The floor to my greenhouse 

consists of 1” of fine gravel, 

covered with a weed barrier 

and then covered by an addi-

tional 1.5” of fine gravel. The 

water is provided through a 

permanent copper line from an 

external faucet and the electri-

cal power consists of both 120 

V and 240 V service. The 240 V 

service will power a portable 

heater for those cool Houston 

nights. In addition, there are 

two cheap rotary fans from 

Lowe’s, that provide a gentle 

breeze for the “chids”, and a 

Hydrofogger to provide humidi-

ty and help in cooling during 

those very hot days. I decided 

against a water wall for the time 

being. Don’t forget to have an 

adequate number of AC outlets. 

The “chids” are now installed in 

their new home. ☼ 

Construction Inspector, Ginger, at work 

Orchids Installed -More Space 

Needed! 
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July of this year will be three 

years since Luke and I moved to 

the Houston area.  We attend-

ed our very first HOS meeting 

the next month and were wel-

comed with open arms.  These 

few years have been an almost 

constant learning experience.  

We want to thank the New-

comers Group, it’s leaders and 

the hosts that invited us into 

their homes month after month 

to share their knowledge with 

us. Of course the free plants 

were great also.  I never felt 

quite as bad killing one of those 

plants.  I guess I should also 

thank the members that sacri-

ficed/donated these orchids for 

educational purposes.  For all 
the new folks who recently 

joined our society I cannot en-

courage you enough to take 

advantage of what the Newcom-

ers Group has to offer at no 

extra cost.  We have gotten so 

many great ideas and such won-

derful advice about all kinds of 

different plants and growing 

techniques. Probably the most 

helpful tip we got was to re-

search HOA covenants in differ-

ent neighborhoods before pur-

chasing a house.  That way 

there wouldn’t be any surprises 

or problems dealing with an 

Architectural Review Board 

over building a greenhouse in 

the future. 

We listened. After a lot of frus-

trating phone calls and a long 

search we purchased a home in 

July.  We are on track to build a 

small greenhouse in the fall but 

we have already constructed a 

rainwater collection system.  

We look forward to hosting 

another Newcomers Group and 

demonstrating it to anyone who 

wants to come over and see it.  

For right now this article and 

picture will just have to do. 

Luke built the system close to 

the back of the house.  He pre-

pared the ground by putting 

down concrete landscape bor-

der.  That was filled in with a 

A New Rainwater Collection System 
By Stacey Pauley 

half of a yard of gravel at a cost 

of $55.  Two 4 x 6 treated tim-

bers were then laid across this 

foundation.  Two tanks were 

stacked on then topped with 

two more timbers before top-

ping off with the remaining two 

tanks.  Each tank holds 275 

gallons and is officially referred 

to as an IBC tote.  They were 

purchased used from Texas 

Totes and Barrels in Houston.  

The website is texastotesand-

barrels.com.  Current price is 

$90 each.  This includes a $15 

fee to have them steam cleaned.  

Any purchase of three or more 

tanks will earn free delivery.  

Then the job of plumbing the 

system with schedule 40 PVC 
pipe, connectors and valves 

began.  All of the parts cost 

about $300 at Lowe’s and Luke 

did the work himself.  A 45 PSI 

pump purchased on Amazon for 

$36 was put in-line after a 

whole house filter.  Lucky for us 

the previous owners never put 

gutters on our house so our 

contractor had a very easy time 

connecting the contraption to a 

modified, short downspout.  

We then splurged on a Dosi-

tron thanks to Steven Moffitt.    

We have been enjoying our new 

toys for 6 weeks now and there 

is a noticeable improvement in 

our orchids.  I can only imagine 

what a difference the green-

house will make.  Maybe next 

year we will be taking plants to 

the judging center.  Hey, it 

could happen!  Three years 

from now all you beginners that 

are reading this could be start-

ing on a serious plant improve-

ment project like this one.  I 

don’t miss measuring and mixing 

bucketfuls of pH lowering 

chemicals and fertilizer. I am 

certain this winter I won’t miss 

having to deal with space heat-

ers and wrapping a patio in plas-

tic and hoping the wind doesn’t 

blow it away while we sleep and 

(Continued on page 5) 

The new rainwater collection system  

before installation of guttering and  

downspout. After installation was com-

plete, the tanks were covered with a plas-

tic tarp to block the sun and prevent  

algae growth.  

texastotesandbarrels.com
texastotesandbarrels.com
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Learn to feel a plant’s needs by 

close examination.   Some of 

our orchids, like some of us, 

have tough skins and can take 

‘more’ than others.  Examining/

feeling a plant’s leaves can often 

tell you a lot about the environ-

ment conditions where it 

thrived and what we as growers 

need to match.  Hard-leafed 

ones usually come from hot, 

sunny, perhaps dry locals.  Also, 

the narrower the leaf the more 

likely the plant comes from a 

sunny local as it needs less sur-

face area to absorb light.  As 

example, nodosa’s narrow, hard 

leaf tells us that it has evolved in 

a sunny, hot environment.  The 

pencil like terete vandas need 
heat and full sun to flourish.  

The broader semi-terete ones 

less sun, and the broader leafed 

ones even less.  The coerulea 

vanda and its hybrids, like every-

one’s favorite Pachara Delight, 

have thinner, broader, slightly 

‘softer’, leaves than other van-

May Tips and Musings:  
By Laurie Skov 

das and do indeed need less 

intense light and heat to flour-

ish.  On the other end of the 

bench the broad, soft, and thin 

leafed, paphs and phrags evolved 

in wet, shady, and usually cool 

environments.  Fortunately we 

can simply read about what our 

plant’s natural environment is, 

but an experienced grower will 

learn to look and feel what their 

plants need.    

And speaking of tough skins:  At 

the Lake Charles Show I was 

told a story by a Vietnam Spe-

cial Forces Marine, a retired 

‘Leatherneck’.   His name I’ll 

withhold as I don’t want to be 

accused of leaking military secu-

rity files.  His story:  While on 
duty outside Saigon in what he 

described as “jungle patrols” he 

was regularly taken by his com-

mander into the jungle, not to 

engage the enemy, but rather to 

locate and photograph orchids.  

(All this at the risk of being shot 

at or worse!)  His commander 

would send the film back to 

USA for his orchid loving wife 

to develop and share the photos 

with her Orchid Society.  On 

one such patrol the commander 

had to take care of business and 

the boys took a clear snapshot 

of him in the process.  This, he 

said, was the last such patrol.  

There is always some takeaway 

from attending Shows.    

   I was disappointed with the 

few responses I received on the 

May Musing’s ‘…’but do you 

know’ question as it was 100% 

orchid related.  Jean Schwenke 

got answer mostly correct in 

responding that Franz Bauer 

was an early 1800 horticultural 

artist, but fell short of stating 
that this man was a historic 

leader in documenting detailed 

orchid structure though his art 

and work and botanic studies in 

conjunction with John Lindley.  

Too bad the orchid world hasn’t 

honored him as it has Lindley.☼ 

Rainwater Collection-Continued 
 

our orchid babies freeze to 

death. 

So we have moved up a level in 

our orchid hobby.  Now we 

look forward to learning even 

more from the Intermediate 

Group and taking on the chal-

lenges of trying more difficult 

varieties of our favorite flower.  

I have no doubt that the more 

experienced folks in the HOS 

will be there cheerfully guiding 

and helping us along the way 

because that is just the kind of 

amazing people that are a part 

of this wonderful organization.  

We look forward to spending 

more time with you all in Ecua-

dor at the WOC  this Novem-

ber.☼ 
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Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples; Photo Julius Klehm 

On a cloudy day, the judges met 

at St. Thomas and awarded one 

orchid belonging to Sandra 

Higham. Her Phal. Brother 

Spring Dancer received an HCC 

of 77 points. 

The judges will travel to New 

Orleans for their show on 1-2 

June. If you have a chance, the 

New Orleans Show always is 

spectacular to see. The show is 

held at the Lakeside Mall in 

Metairie right off I10 so you can 

avoid going downtown if you 

desire.  Lots of vendors will be 

available to provide those spe-

cial orchids that you may be 

looking for! 

Stay-At-Home Orchid Wonders 
Susan Dally, editor@houstonorchidsociety.org 

Here’s what’s blooming around 

town this month. At left sent in 

by Derek Lowenstein are Bras-

savola perrinii and Men. Katie 

Kinney Wash. On the next page 

top row: Paph. Odettte’s Vision, 

Vanda Pachara Delight Blue and 

Den. Gatton Sunray sent in by 

Judith Neufeld. Second row: 

Paph. Moquetteanum x Paph. 

Anitum, Paph. Druid Spring and 

Ren. Red Dragon just beginning 

to open. These also belong to 

Judith. On the last row are C. 

forbesii and another Ren. Red 

Dragon, this one in full bloom. 

Red Dragon is an easy bloomer 

if given enough sun and is always 

a show stopper. The last two 

are mine. 
Please consider sharing your 

photos if your plants can’t be 

brought in to the plant table or 

judging.  Send to me at the  

email listed above. 

Phal. Brother Spring 

Dancer 
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REFRESHMENT CORNER 
 

The Refreshment Committee thanks Lily Chang, Jim Dilger, Melissa Dwan, Eve Fewel, Cherie 

Lee, Mary Gunn, Sandra Higham, Claudia Ludwig, Stacey Pauley, Nina Rach, Bethy Robinson, 

Mary Rogge, Becky Sturfield, Winnie Yap and anyone else who brought snacks to the May 

meeting. 

We welcome anyone that will like to bring snacks to the next meeting. 

Stay-At-Home-Continued 
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Newcomers Group Meeting 
By Steve Fox 

There were 12 newcomers in attendance at the May Newcom-

ers Meeting, hosted May 21st at the home of Denny & Renee 

Haase ,  the most  newcomers  in  at tendance 

this year.  Newcomers toured the greenhouses prior to the 

meeting.  Fr. Ted’s presentation concerned “‘Air and Tempera-

ture Control”.   Everyone took home a raffle orchid. 

Fr. Ted is working hard to make the information meaningful to 

all. The Newcomer Group Meetings this year have been very 

informative and are a great way to learn about successfully 

growing and blooming orchids. Newcomers should make the 

effort to attend these meetings.  

Wa t ch  f o r  t h e  J u ne  announcem en t  e ma i l 

from hosnewcomers@gmail.com with the location of next 

month's meeting along with and Fr. Ted’s informative top-

ic.  Hope to see you there. 

Raffle Table 
By Loren & Judith Neufeld 

Do you have an orchid obsession? Well, so does Bruce Camer-

on, and we'll be featuring plants from Bruce's Orchid Obsession 

at next meeting's plant raffle! See you then!  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    17:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 HJC 

 Judging 

18 2:00 PM 

Newcomers  
19 20 21 22Newsletter 

Content is Due 
23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

June 2017 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

June 2-4 

New Orleans Orchid Society Annual Show 

Lakeside Shipping Center 

Metairie, LA 

 

June 10-11 

Acadian Orchid Society Show and Sale 

“An Orchid Circus” 

Ira Nelson Horticulture Center 

 

July 7-9 

Baton Rouge Orchid Society’s Show & Sale 

Burden Museum and Gardens 

Baton Rouge, LA. 

 

August 4-5 

Houston Orchid Society’s 38th Annual Summer 

Workshop 

Univ. of St. Thomas, Jerabek Athletic Center 

Houston, TX 

 

September 8-9 

Central Louisiana Orchid Society Show 

Kees Park Community Center 

Pineville, LA 

 

October 14-15 

San Antonio Orchid Society Show 

 

November 3-5 

Fall 2017 SWROGA Show hosted by the Fort 

Worth Orchid Society 

Oak and Redbud Hall 

Fort Worth, TX 

 

November  8-12 

World Orchid Conference 

Guayaquil Convention Center, Ecuador 

 

December 2 

Acadian Orchid Society Short Course 

Wyndham Garden Hotel 

Lafayette, LA 

Officers 
President Derek Lowenstein 

VP - Speakers Bill Caldwell 

VP - Shows  Rick Hepler 

VP - Membership Jean Schwenke 

Treasurer Winnie Yap 

Recording Secretary Clarion Hess 

Past President Fr. Ted Baenziger 

Chairs 
Conservation David Hunt 

Display Table Jay Balchan 

Exhibits Rick Hepler 

Guest Hospitality Elizabeth Fisher 

Happenings Editor Susan Dally 

Intermediate Group Kar Chong 

Newcomers Group Fr. Ted Baenziger, Steve Fox 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Judith Neufeld, Loren Neufeld, 
Sara Bentley, Betsy Robinson 

Refreshments Rosalvina Guimerans, Rebecca 
Sturnfield, Melissa Dwan 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Holly Miller, John Stubbings, 
Tom Durrett 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings, Dennis Tomjack 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 
Jay Balchan Tom Durrett 

Marvin Gerber Mary Gunn 

Stephen Moffitt  

Directors - One Year Term 
Sarah Bentley Don Ghiz 

Kar Chong Holly Miller 

Susan Dally Carolyn White 

Representatives 
AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative John Stubbings 

SWROGA Directors Laurie Skov (2017) & Sandy 
Stubbings (2017-2018) 
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New Orleans Orchid Society 

Annual Show 

June 2nd thru June 4th, 2017 

Theme: A Salute to Orchids 

Lakeside Shopping Center 

3301 Veterans Hwy 

Metairie, LA 70002  

 

HOUSTON SUMMER 

WORKSHOP 

 
This will be our 38th Annual  

Workshop! 

Plan now for a great event 

Same times and location as last year 

Dates: Friday August 4 and  

Saturday August 5 

 

Great Speakers 
Tom Harper, Stones River Orchids, 

Franklin, TN 

Peter Linn, Big Leaf Orchids, Dallas, 

TX 

Leo Schordge, Leo’s Orchids, Zion, IL 

  

If you want to help in any way 

please contact John  

Stubbings or Dennis Tomjack 

Page 10 


