
   

May 2017 Volume 47, Issue 5 

A non profit organization 

established in 1945, HOS is 

a recipient of the American 

Orchid Society’s Distin-

guished Affiliated Societies 

Service award 

Inside This 
Issue: 

Plant Table 2 

2017 Show Report 3 

Intermediate Group 

Meeting 

6 

Stay-At-Home Or-

chid Wonders 

7 

Tips And Musings 7 

Judging Center Report 8 

Calendar &  

Committees 
10 

Upcoming Events 11 

The Houston Happenings 

Presidents Post 
By Derek Lowenstein, President 

I would like to thank everyone 

who made the HOS Show a 

great success. 

Special tanks go to Holly Miller, 

John Stubbings and Tom Dur-

rett  who organized and man-

aged the event. Rick Hepler, 

Loren and Judith Neufeld, along 

with many others, created and 

built the lovely HOS display. 

Sarah Bentley and all those who 

provided food, kept us nour-

ished over the three days. 

Thanks to all the folks that 

helped at the Information Booth 

and the Children’s Booth. Calvin 

Starr organized the commercial 

sales and Mary Gunn organized 

the volunteers. Susan Dally was 

the trophy clerk and Malcolm 

McCorquodale III did his bril-

liant photography. See the HOS 

website for h is photo-

graphs.  Julius Klehm organized 

the ribbon and AOS judging, 

with the assistance of Mary 

May Program: Kristen Uthus: Japanese Orchid:  The Small and Mighty 
By Bill Caldwell, VP Speakers 

Dr. Kristen Uthus will be our 

speaker at this month’s meet-

ing.  She will be speaking on 

Japanese orchid species titled 

Japanese Orchid:  The Small and 

Mighty.  Kristen studied both 

plant and animal ecology and 

evolution at Virginia Common-

wealth University (VCU) and  

O h i o  S t a t e  Un i v e r s i t y 

(OSU).  She then taught biology 

and ecology at several colleges 

including VCU, OSU, University 

of Michigan, and Eastern Michi-

gan University.  The daughter of 

a plant fanatic, Kristen has been 

growing orchids for over 20 

years, sometimes more and 

sometimes less seriously.  In 

April 2013, however, she began 
working with Dr. Glenn Lehr, 

the previous owner of New 

World Orchids, one of the first 

people to introduce Japanese 

orchids to the American mar-

ket.  After a short time, he of-

fered her the business, and she 

fulfilled a lifelong dream of mak-

ing orchids a full-time commit-

ment by purchasing NWO from 

Dr. Lehr in January 2014.  

Although she enjoys growing 

many varieties of orchids and 

other plants, miniatures remain 

her passion—the weirder the 

better.  New World Orchids 

specializes in Japanese species 

including Neofinetia falcata, Den-

drobium moniliforme, and Sederia 

japonica as well as Asian Cym-

bidium species, but her minia-

ture selection has been expand-

ing to include other small spe-

cies including Pleurothallids, 

Bulbophyllums, and Angrae-

cums.  Although not ever en-

tirely up to date, you can check 
out some of NWO’s offerings at 

www.newworldorchids.com.     

Kristen lives in Manchester, MI, 

about an hour west of De-

troit.  She is supported in her 

orchid pursuits by her husband, 

Dr. Kevin Wehrly, her two 

Gunn and of course, Claudia 

Ludwig. My apologies if I missed 

recognizing someone. 

Did you miss the HOS Show, 

“Orchids In Space”? If you did, 

you missed a superb display of 

orchids and a chance to pur-

chase the plants that you have 

been lusting for. On Friday 

night, both the show ribbon and 

AOS judging took place. There 

were lots of opportunities to 

win a show ribbon, or an AOS 

(Continued on page 2) 

 

Please Welcome 

New Members: 

 

Marsha Carlberg 

Archie Beebe 
The Dennison Family 

(David, Jennifer,  

and Sarah) 

sons, Henry and Gus, and a 

veritable menagerie of lovable 

animals. Kristen will be selling 

plants at the meeting and plants 

may be pre-ordered.  Visit 

www.newworldorchids.com for 

a current list. Kristen offers a 

10% discount for anything or-

dered a week in advance of the 

meeting or April 27th. 

Kristen Uthus 

http://www.newworldorchids.com/
http://www.newworldorchids.com
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hopeas and related genera. This 

was quite a treat to learn about 

orchids that most of us don’t 

grow and no little about. 

I was delighted that at our April 

meeting, several people signed 

up to become HOS members 

and several others came to see 

and hear what we are all about. 

I hope you were able to make it 

to the Intermediate Group 

meeting that was held at Orchid 

Life Nursery in Cypress.  If not, 

be sure to look at the photos 

Presidents Post - Continued 

award. The HOS, Newcomers ‘s 

Group and individual displays 

were gorgeous and many plants 

were recognized with show 

ribbons. Mary Gunn received 

the ODC Trophy and the HOS 

won the AOS and Best Society 

Exhibit (> 50 sq/ ft/ and best 

exemplifying the show theme). 

The Galveston Orchid Society 

and the vendors delighted us 

with their beautiful displays. 

At our April meeting, Guillermo 

Salazar spoke to us about Stan-

from the meeting found on page 

6.  Chris Lin, the VP/CEO very 

graciously showed us around 

this Phalaenopsis finishing facility 

and even offered to provide the 

registered names of crosses that 

our members purchased from 

him. As you are no doubt 

aware, it is rare to be able to 

get the name of these crosses 

that are normally sold in retail 

chain stores. 

 

Species Winner: 

Paphiopedilum rothschildianum 

Presented by Jay Balchan 

Hybrid Winner: 

BLC Liah Her Glory ‘Her-Ta’  

Presented by  Judith Neufeld 

March Plant Table 
By Jay Balchan, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale  

in, Paph rothschildianum.  This 

plant just nudged out another 

roth with the exact same par-

ents brought in by Rick Hep-

ler.  Paph rothschildianum is 

called the "king of paphs" for 

obvious reasons.  There has 

been a tremendous amount of 

line breeding in roths and the 

average flower quality today 

would have been FCC worthy 

25 years ago.   Another benefit 

of this line breeding is that to-

day's roths are much easier to 

grow than past genera-

tions.  Stick them in fairly bright 

light and don't disturb them too 

much and they will do fi-

ne.   While it can still be a chal-

lenge to bloom a roth, everyone 
who grows even a few paphs 

needs to have a roth in their 

collection for the day they 

bloom the king of paphs! 

Happy growing and see you in 

May!  

The April plant table reflected a 

bit of a drop off in blooming 

plants as can be expected as we 

enter the warmer temperatures 

of spring and early sum-

mer.   Fortunately we had a 

wonderful compliment of plants 

and flowers for the show only 

d a y s  b e f o r e . 

On the hybrid table this past 

month, we actually had 4 plants 

tied for first place, so a random 

passing stranger picked the win-

ner which was Blc. Liah Her 

Glory 'Her-Ta'.  I have no idea 

where that name came from, 

but the tag looked like it was 

from Carmela's.  The plant itself 

was a beautiful bright yellow 

catt leya with a golden 
throat.   It carried two stately 

flowers on one spike.  The plant 

is owned by Judith and Lor-

en.  Another plant table winner 

from Judith!  Our species win-

ner was a plant that I brought 
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2017 Show Report 
By John Stubbings, Photos by Judith Neufeld, Malcolm McCorquodale, Susan Dally 

Wow, what a great weekend. 

Thanks to Mary Gunn for or-

ganizing many HOS member’s 

hard efforts for this fun orchid 

event, and to Sandy Stubbings 

for the great Children’s Table. 

Calvin served as vendor chair 

helped by Stephen in getting the 

vendors in and situated. Helping 

was Randy Johnson from Baton 

Rouge. I know Carmela espe-

cially liked the help with 38 huge 

boxes.   

I especially must praise Holly 

Miller the primary Co-Chair. 

She did so many things to make 

our show work well and pre-

sent a great image to the public. 

Holly did this for the eighth year 

and I was glad to help her as 
much as possible. Make sure to 

thank her in person if you have-

n’t already. 

A heap of praise goes to Sarah 

Bentley for again heading up 

hospitality and refreshments. 

She spent many hours at the 

show and before the show get-

ting us some wonderful treats 

and eats.  I know another main 

contributor to the food was 

Doug George – he knows we all 

love his special fudge and sal-

ads.  Many others also helped 

out supplying treats and cleaning 

up but I don’t have all your 

names, I’m sorry for omissions. 

Thursday and Friday setup went 

very well, lots of people helping 

out with all kinds of things. Tom 

Durrett again helped with logo 

design, printing and publicity 

before the show. The museum 

made many changes and pre-

sented challenges for this show. 

Any suggestions for a differ-

ent venue would be appreci-

ated. Send them to John 

Stubbings please. 

Friday night was judging. Julius 

Klehm served as chair. Most of 
the Houston Judging Center 

members were there.  No out-

side judges helped us as many 

were in Tyler for the SWROGA 

show. Plant and other registra-

tions were ably handled by 

Claudia Ludwig with several 

helpers as has been the case for 

many years. I hope you were 

able to clerk. It is a great way to 

(Continued on page 4) 

mailto:clownalley@sbcglobal.net
mailto:clownalley@sbcglobal.net
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learn about orchids and have 

some fun. There were plenty of 

ribbons and trophies awarded 

for plants and displays. Susan 

Dally managed the trophies to 

make sure they went to the 

correct plants. We were fin-

ished judging a little later than 

last year! There were three 

AOS flower award. Malcolm 

McCorquodale was one of the 

last to leave after taking some 

marvelous photos of the win-

ners. 

Speaking of ribbons and displays 

we must thank Rick Hepler, 

Loren and Judith Neufeld for 

heading up the Houston Orchid 

Society display. Some of the 

helpers in set up and tear down 
were Kar and Winnie Chong, 

and Jean Schwenke. The result 

was stunning and received the 

best of class trophy, the Ameri-

can Orchid Society Show Tro-

phy. They had lots of help from 

a legion of HOS members and 

I’m sorry if I missed your name. 

Saturday and Sunday were 

peaceful and mostly involved 

sales by our vendors. Vendors 

all went home happy and almost 

sold out. Sunday ended with 

tear down and cleanup. Again 

the HOS members, especially 

Frank and Cherie Lee and Kar 

and Winnie played a big part 

helping everyone get plants, 

props and other items loaded 

into all kinds of vehicles. That 

assistance makes a great big 

positive impression on every-

one. We also had HOS mem-

bers clean up after the big mess 

we made which again creates a 
good image. 

So thanks to all who pitched in 

to make this a great show, espe-

cially Holly as Chair and all the 

committee chairs. 

2017 Show Report - Continued 
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2017 Show Report - Continued 
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2017 1st Intermediate outing 

was a visit to a commercial 

orchid growing operations in 

Houston. Chris Lin of Orchid 

Life Nursery graciously hosted 

HOS members and showed us 

his Phalaenopsis growing opera-

tions. The nursery only blooms 

out Phalaenopsis to supply to 

local area markets and florists. It 

April Intermediate Group 
By Kar Chong 

If you have any ideas for articles for the newsletter  

or you’d like to write an article yourself,  

please contact the editors at  

editor@houstonorchidsociety.org 

was an eye opening experience 

for me. I am sure the members 

who attended also experience 

the same. Below are some pho-

tos of the greenhouse/growing 

area. 2nd intermediate meeting 

is still being arranged, please 

look out for email from me for 

the next meeting. Thanks. 
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Everyone still unwinding from 

SHOW stress?  Your display 

plants may have also suffered 

some stress from being dis-

played in the changed environs 

of the dry, air-conditioned, mu-

seum.  Give them special atten-

tion.  One of the stresses I have 

is preparing for the sequence of 

Spring SHOWS including late 

April in Lake Charles. This new 

Society’s first effort.  I hope you 

took the time to attend.  They 

say that they will have 16 dis-

plays including one from every 

Louisiana Society.   

Although prep is stressful, at-

tending Shows is always an op-

portunity to see something new 

and remind me of the joy of 
orchid lovers…  The week after 

our SHOW we had a visit to 

our greenhouse from a woman 

who was looking for Vanda 

sanderiana, an orchid she re-

May Tips and Musings:  
By Laurie Skov 

members from her childhood in 

the Philippines.  She spoke of 

how her childhood was impact-

ed positively by her ‘job’ of 

caring for these plants in her 

back yard… Had another visit 

from a young man, Ted, who 

came dressed with a tee-shirt 

saying: “I may not speak to You, 

but I do talk to Plants.”   We 

walked through our Jungle and 

h e  l o o k e d  d o w n  a n d 

said:  “Wow, a philodendron 

patriciae! “  I cannot overstate 

how much this impressed 

me.  The species is newly dis-

covered.  I had purchased this 

juvenile plant for an unheard of 

price – sort of like paying for a 

Phrag Kovachii.  Like Kovachii, 
this philodendron is only just 

making its way to market.  At 

maturity it has 6 foot long 

leaves, but my plant’s leaves are 

less than 6 inches.  For this 

young man to recognize this 

juvenile plant was amazing!!  I 

will remember this moment 

with renewed faith that plant 

l ove r s  a r e  s t i l l  b e i n g 

bred.  Another ‘WOW’ for me: 

I also walked our April speaker, 

Guillermo Salazar, through our 

‘jungle’ and he was identifying 

non-blooming Stanhopea species 

by their pseudobulbs. 

I guess my TIP for the month is 

to enjoy the fellowship of other 

orchid/plant lovers.  There is 

something in kindred spirit that 

is special and gives us joy and 

even hope.  And speaking of 

orchid lovers:  We all know 

Frank Lee, but who is Franz 

Bauer?  No research but Big 
Hint: Franz shares something in 

common with Lilly Chang’s hus-

band Philip.  Free plant to first 

responder.   

Stay-At-Home Orchid Wonders 
Susan Dally, editor@houstonorchidsociety.org 

We have five photos of stay-at-

home orchids for you this 

month. Starting at right and 

going clockwise: Phal. parishii 

fma alba grown by Amy Colville, 

Den. Red Emperor 'Prince' (Den 

New Comet X Den. Benikujya-

ku) and Onc. Sweet Sugar 

‘Lemon Drop’ which has attract-

ed a bumble bee.  Both of those 

sent in by Judith Neufeld. Coe-

logyne Bird In Flight (Coel. usita-

na x lawrenceana) and Leptotes 

bicolor grown by Susan Dally. 

Please share photos of your 

orchids that you can’t bring to 

judging or to the meeting by 

emailing us at the address listed 

above. 
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Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples; Photo by Malcolm McCorquodale 

on which received an HCC of 

79 points. Harriet Davis re-

ceived the second award for her 

Phal. Sogo Grape with a score 

of HCC 77. The third award 

was also awarded to Stephen 

Moffitt for his Ctsm. Jessie Ang 

with an AM of 83 points. 

Eight judges traveled to Lake 

Charles for their first Calcasieu 

Orchid Show on 22/23 April. 

There were three AOS awards 

given by judging teams from 

Houston and Shreveport.  I was 

told that one award went to 

Greg Scott for one of his plants. 

Please ask him about his award. 

The next judging at the Jereback 

Center will be on May 20th. 

Looking forward to seeing you 
there! 

The Houston Orchid Society 

Show was a judging success, 

once again.  Three awards were 

granted this year. Many thanks 

go to Julius  Klehm  who 

was  the Judging Chair in my 

absence. The first award went 

to Doug George. His Paph. 

Ultimate Warrior received an 

HCC of 77 points. The second 

award went to Orchids and 

Tropicals with an AM of 82 

points for Den. Pure Heart. The 

last award went to Larry Baker. 

His Phal. I-Hsin Timothy Chris-

topher received an HCC of 77 

points. 

At the Judging Center on April 

15, three awards were given. 

The first award went to Stephen 
Moffitt for his Ctsm. Ten Drag-
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REFRESHMENT CORNER 
 

The Refreshment Committee thanks Carmela’s (Hawaiian cookies), M. Dwan, Mary Gum, Da-

vid and Mary Hunt, Elayne Kouzounis, Cherie Lee, Claudia Ludwig, Reva Rasckle, Sandy Stub-

bings  and anyone else who brought snacks to the April meeting. 

 

We welcome anyone that will like to bring snacks to the next meeting. 

Houston Judging Center-Continued 
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Newcomers Group Meeting 
By Steve Fox 

Thanks to those in the Newcomers Group who helped with the 

Newcomers Group table display set up and clean up at the 

HOS Spring Show.   

Congratulations as well to those who were awarded rib-

bons.  Newcomers Group display was awarded for the Best 

Group Tabletop Exhibit at the show. (Our thanks to Kar Chong 

and Winnie Yap who sponsored the award.) 

To all of you Newcomers who participated in the HOS display 

as exhibitors, provided food, worked at the information tables, 

display set up, tear down or any other chore required to pro-

duce the show, Well Done and Thank You! 

Raffle Table 
By Loren & Judith Neufeld 

The raffle at the May meeting will feature, among others, quar-

ter terete orchids from Motes. (Growing tips will be included). 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18Newsletter 

Content is Due 
19 20 HJC 

Judging 

212:00 PM 

Newcomers  
  23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

May 2017 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

May  6-7 

Fort Worth Orchid Society Show and Sale  

Ft. Worth Botanical Garden 

Fort Worth, TX 

 

May 13-14 

Oklahoma Orchid Society Show and Sale 

“Orchid Treasures” 

Will Rogers Garden Exhibition Center 

Oklahoma City, OK. 

 

May 17-21 

AOS Spring Members Meeting in conjunction 

with Redlands International Orchid Festival 

Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden,  

Coral Gables, Fl. and 

Fruit & Spice Park, Homestead, Fl. 

 

June 2-4 

New Orleans Orchid Society Annual Show 

Lakeside Shipping Center 

Metairie, LA 

 

June 10-11 

Acadian Orchid Society Show and Sale 

“An Orchid Circus” 

Ira Nelson Horticulture Center 

 

July 7-9 

Baton Rouge Orchid Society’s Show & Sale 

Burden Museum and Gardens 

Baton Rouge, LA. 

 

August 4-5 

Houston Orchid Society’s 38th Annual Summer 

Workshop 

Univ. of St. Thomas, Jerabek Athletic Center 

Houston, TX 

 

November 3-5 

Fall 2017 SWROGA Show  

Fort Worth, TX 

 

November  8-12 

World Orchid Conference 

Guayaquil Convention Center, Ecuador 

Officers 
President Derek Lowenstein 

VP - Speakers Bill Caldwell 

VP - Shows  Rick Hepler 

VP - Membership Jean Schwenke 

Treasurer Winnie Yap 

Recording Secretary Clarion Hess 

Past President Fr. Ted Baenziger 

Chairs 
Conservation David Hunt 

Display Table Jay Balchan 

Exhibits Rick Hepler 

Guest Hospitality Elizabeth Fisher 

Happenings Editors Susan Dally, Clarion Hess 

Intermediate Group Kar Chong 

Newcomers Group Fr. Ted Baenziger, Steve Fox 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Judith Neufeld, Loren Neufeld, 
Sara Bentley, Betsy Robinson 

Refreshments Rosalvina Guimerans, Rebecca 
Sturnfield, Melissa Dwan 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Holly Miller, John Stubbings, 
Tom Durrett 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings, Dennis Tomjack 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 
Jay Balchan Tom Durrett 

Marvin Gerber Mary Gunn 

Stephen Moffitt  

Directors - One Year Term 
Sarah Bentley Don Ghiz 

Kar Chong Holly Miller 

Susan Dally Carolyn White 

Representatives 
AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative John Stubbings 

SWROGA Directors Laurie Skov (2017) & Sandy 
Stubbings (2017-2018) 



Volume 47, Issue 5 

Make Plans To Attend Americas Favor-

ite Orchid Festival! 

May, 19, 20,21, 2017 

http://www.redlandorchidfest.org/alt/ 

New Orleans Orchid Society 

Annual Show 

June 2nd thru June 4th, 2017 

Theme: A Salute to Orchids 

Lakeside Shopping Center 

3301 Veterans Hwy 

Metairie, LA 70002  

 

http://www.redlandorchidfest.org/alt/

