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The Houston Happenings 

November Program:  Latest Phalaenopsis Trends From Taiwan 
By  Tom Durrett, VP-Speakers 

Our speaker on November 3rd 

will be Carol Klonowski. Her 

talk will be on Phalaenopsis 

Trends. 

Carol Klonowski has been 

growing orchids since the 

1980's when a friend in Berke-

ley, California, gave her a cattle-

ya and it bloomed out with 

three big, dark lavender flowers 

and an intoxicating fragrance. 

She built an entire greenhouse 

in her backyard to accommo-

date the precious plant, which 

only led her to buy more or-

chids. Then another friend gave 

her a gift membership to the 

Orchid Society of California and 

it's been a serious passion ever 

since. 

She can recall going to monthly 

meetings at OSC and DVOS 

where orchid legends such as 

the late Frank Fordyce and Dick 

Emory would be available to 

answer the many questions an 

eager hobbyist could ask. 

Carol has served as Director, 

Vice President, and President of 

the Orchid Society of California 

for most of the past two dec-

ades and is currently an Accred-

ited Judge with the American 

Orchid Society, California Sierra 

Nevada Judging Center.  

Presidents Post 
By Ted  Baenziger, President 

I can’t wait for the November 

season to start. As I write this 

the evenings are still sultry and 

the days are hot. Although I 

have officially retired from UST, 

I am still teaching and many 

duties still rattle my cage. Our 

picnic was a great success, with 

over 45 participants, eager to 

buy some first-class orchids, 

both from the Clown Alley 

organization and from the live 

auction (which paid for the pic-

nic, hurrah!). Many thanks to 

the organizers, especially 

Rosalvina Guimeráns and Diana 

and Derek Lowenstein: a great 

job; and particular thanks are 

due to John and Sandy Stubbings 

who graciously hosted the affair. 

(They invited me to dinner af-

terwards, how nice!: an unex-

pected treat, since I had no time 

to eat during the picnic…) Yes, 

it was hot enough to fry bacon 

on the orchid leaves, but, as 

they say in the trade, “a good 

time was had by all”!  

I have a suggestion although I’m 

not sure it will work. I have a 

(Continued on page 2) 

Carol Klonowski 

Picnic at Clown Alley, Photo by Sandy Stubbings 
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Nominating Committee Report for 2017 Slate 
By Nominating Committee: Mary Gunn-Chairperson, Stephen Moffitt, Jay Balchan 

survey I’d like you to fill out 

online. I’ll give the results at the 

November meeting. It is just a  

few of questions about orchid 

growing. Your input will be 

helpful to the next VP for pro-

gramming to plan our meetings 

for 2017. 

Presidents Post - Continued 

We can also see what others 

are growing and thinking, which 

is not a bad idea. To inspire you, 

here is a Masdevallia from Co-

lombia. 

SURVEY 

2017 PROPOSED SLATE 

 

Proposed Officers:  

President:  Derek Lowenstein 

VP-Speakers:  Bill Caldwell  

VP-Shows and Plant Table:  Rick Hepler  

VP-Membership:  Jean Schwenke 

Treasurer:  Winnie Yap 

Recording Secretary:  Clarion Hess 

 

Proposed Two Year Board Members: 

Jay Balchan 

Marvin Gerber 

Mary Gunn 

Stephen Moffitt 

Tom Durrett 

 
Board Members Who Will Remain On Board For 

One More Year: 

Carolynne White 

Don Ghiz 

Holly Miller 

Kar Chong 

Sara Bentley 

Susan Dally  

 

Proposed SWROGA Director: 

Sandy Stubbings 

 
SWROGA Director Who Will Serve One More 

Year: 

Laurie Skov 

These positions are not part of the slate:  
 

Committees will be created to assist the VP’s in the 

following positions:  

VP-Speaker:  

Laurie Skov will serve as Chairperson to handle logistics for 

speakers during their visit to Houston. Don Ghiz, John Stub-
bings, and Jay Balchan will also serve on this Committee.  

VP-Shows and Plant Table:  

Jay Balchan will serve as the Chairperson to manage the 

plant table at HOS meetings. 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2MQCXLP
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Species Winner : 

Habanera erichmichaelii 

Presented by Steve & Marsha Fox   

Hybrid Winner:   

Brassavola Little Stars   

(B. nodosa x B. subulifolia) 

Presented by Lily Chang  

Request for Your Blooming Species At the HOS Meeting in November 
By Derek Lowenstein 

Please consider bringing your 

blooming species plants to the 

HOS meeting on November 

3rd.  You can put them on the 

Plant table and, with your per-

mission, we would like to take 

these plants to be displayed in 

the HOS exhibit at the 

SWROGA show in Shreveport, 

LA. The theme of the show is 

“Orchids are Wild”. 

There will be both Ribbon and 

AOS judging of your plants. You 

could win a ribbon and / or an 

AOS award. Please provide us 

with the name of the plant, your 

name and a phone number for 

us to reach you if your plant 

receives an AOS award. 

There will be guest speakers. 

Shreveport Orchid Society Fall 

SWROGA Show "Orchids are 

Wild" is being held November 

5th - 6 th, 2016 at the Sci-Port 

Science Center, 820 Clyde Fant 

Parkway, Shreveport, LA. 

Judging will be held on Novem-

ber 5, 2016 at 9:00 AM. 

Join us in Shreveport and sup-

port the HOS and Houston 

Judging Center.  Thank You! 

October Plant Table 
By Derek Lowenstein, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale  
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remember the subject of her 

talks (I know the date because 

of a plant tag). But what I do 

remember is the ah-ha moment 

I had when, after her talk, some-

one in the audience asked her 

how she managed to grow Catt-

leya dowiana, and she answered, 

as I recall it, with this advice: 

 

 Keep it mounted in a bas-

ket, not a pot 

 Use 100% good quality 

sphagnum moss as the 

media 

 Blast it with a fan, full on, 

24-7 

 Let the roots hang out the 

bottom of the basket and 

blow in the wind. 

 

I think my first reaction was 

“Really? 100% sphagnum? No 

way - for a catt? I kill Phals in 

sphagnum because they never 
seem to dry out!” My next  

thought was: “I can do this!”  

Needless to say, I bought one 

from her, in fact, since I was 

skeptical about the sphagnum, I 

bought two so I could experi-

ment. I then went out and 

bought a new fan. 

Fast forward four years to to-

day: One of the dowianas that I 

purchased is long dead. For 

comparison sake, I had put it in 

my standard catt. mix of char-

coal, Orchiada bark and sponge 

rock. The other plant, which 

you see in the photos, is in 

100% New Zealand sphagnum 

moss and per Andrea Niessen’s 

advice, is hanging in a basket 

directly in front of the fan 

where it is in constant motion. 

The plant first bloomed for me 

in June of 2014, then again in 

July of 2015 (see photo). By 

spring of this year, the rhizome 

was hanging way out of the 

basket so in March I repotted 

into an 8 inch basket, with all 

new sphagnum.  I was con-

cerned at the time that this 

“difficult” plant was going to 

How many of us can resist the 

call of a drop-dead-gorgeous 

cattleya?  For all the many won-

derful orchid varieties out 

there,  none call to me more 

than the catts, and one of my 

most favorite is Cattleya 

dowiana. The first one I ever 

saw in person was on the plant 

table at an HOS meeting proba-

bly around 2002,  when I was a 

newcomer.  I knew when I saw 

it, I had to have one. so I bought 

one despite the fact that I was 

told it was very hard to grow, 

and of course, I promptly killed 

it. Sad to say I repeated that 

dead-end scenario several times 

before finally giving up on the 

prospect. Just about every 

source of information I was ever 

able to dig up about dowiana 

cu lture used the word 

“difficult”. 

However, knowledge and confi-

dence in ones orchid growing 

abilities doesn't seem to im-

prove as a linier function with 

time. For me it comes in big and 

little steps as something new is 

observed, knowledge is ab-
sorbed from speakers, fellow 

growers or literature, or you 

make a change in how you care 

for the orchids. Sometimes one 

takes backwards steps, as hap-

pened to me when I moved to a 

new home and promptly killed 

many plants I had kept healthy 

for years. It took living there a 

while before I learned the quirks 

of my new growing environ-

ment. 

A step change came for me in 

regards to C. dowiana in August 

of 2012.  That month, Andrea 

Niessen of Orquideas Del Valle 

in Cali Colombia came to speak 

at the HOS meeting and at our 

summer workshop.  Honestly, 

after all these years, I don’t 

A Cattleya Dowiana Success Story 
By Susan Dally, Photos by Susan Dally  

C. dowiana var. aurea  in May 2016 

C. dowiana var. aurea  July 2015 

The dedicated fan, 

aimed directly on C. 

dowiana about 8 feet 

away 
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Cattleya Dowiana Continued 
 

sulk after such abuse, but much 

to my surprise, it bloomed in 

May and then again in Septem-

ber. 

I have since learned, (just last 

week from reading the new 

AOS supplement on Cattleyas), 

that I should not have repotted 

in March. I would have been 

better off doing it right after 

blooming as this species is one 

of the cattleyas that grow roots 

after a bloom. I guess I was 

lucky I didn’t kill it! And yes, 

since blooming last month it is 

now producing a bunch of new 

roots and a new growth -yay! 

Here are a few more details 

about my setup: 

Light: I am growing  in an in-
closed solarium with bright 

diffuse light. Literature states C. 

dowiana needs light in the 3000-

4000 fc range. My plant receives 

more like 2000-3000 fc as I was 

limited to just about the only 

location in the room where I 

could plug the fan in and keep it 

from getting wet. 

Temperature: The solarium is 

not heated or cooled. The tem-

perature ranges from a low of 

about 58 deg. F to a high of 

about 94 deg. F.  The only tem-

perature control involves open-

ing or closing windows and 

vents. 

Air Movement: The C. 

dowiana fan (see photo) is on it’s 

high setting, and is aimed direct-

ly at the plant, about 8 feet 

away. 

Water: My C. dowiana gets 

watered every 3 to 4 days in the 

warmer months, much less of-

ten in winter.  If the sphagnum 

feels at all moist, I don’t water. I 

use rainwater, which has a PH 

of about 6.5. 

Fertilizer: I am using K-Lite 

fertilizer at about 75 ppm N, 

supplemented with just enough 

Superthrive to bring the diluted 

fertilizer solution down to a PH 

between 5.5 & 6.0. I usually 

fertilize 3 times a month in the 

growing months. I do not nor-

mally fertilize in winter. 

The biggest surprise to me from 
this whole experience is not 

that the plant has survived and 

bloomed, but that I have to 

water a plant in an 8 inch basket 

with 100% sphagnum moss 

twice a week as the air move-

ment dries it out that fast! But 

obviously, it likes it that way, … 

who am I to complain?… per-

haps the fast dry-out is really 

the secret ingredient. 

If I can do this, I am sure others 

can as well. I encourage you to 

give this “difficult” orchid a try. 

□ 

(Susan can be reached at 

editor@houstonorchid 

society.org ) 

 

Above: C. dowiana var. aurea  Septem-

ber 2016, temporarily outside. 

 
Below: The plant today in an 8 inch 

basket, with roots growing out. 

New growth and roots 10/24/16 

mailto:editor@houstonorchidsociety.org
mailto:editor@houstonorchidsociety.org
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Stay-At-Home Orchid Wonders 
By Clarion Hess, editor@houstonorchidsociety.org 

I’m Clarion, the new assistant editor for the HOS 

Newsletter. I’ve been growing orchids in my 

townhome for the last couple of years, and I love 

seeing all the pretty (and fragrant!) orchids that 

everyone grows! 

 

This month for the Stay-At-Home Wonders arti-

cle we have some beautiful orchids from Stacey 

Pauley, Susan Dally, and Steve Fox. 

 

Starting in the upper left and going counterclock-

wise, Stacey sent in  Bc. Languidoc 'Singapore 

Welcome', Pot Little Toshie x Blc George King, 

and Pot. Beaufort Gold 'Susan Fender'. 

 

Susan sent in pictures of her Bc. Deese and C. 

Hybrida (C. guttata x C. loddigesii). 

 

Steve sent in pictures of Ctsm. Dark Odys-

sey (Ctsm. Karen Armstrong 'Dark Dar-
ling' x Ctsm. John C. Burchett x Orchidglade 

'SVO Magnificent Burgundy') and Ctsm. Dream-

boat (Ctsm. Penang x Ctsm. Chuck Taylor) 

'White Lip'.  

 

These last three from Steve are from the New-

comer Group donations. They are Rhynchobras-

soleya Remar's Dream (Blc. Gladys Oumae x B. 

Nodosa), Pot. Martha Clarke (Slc. Circle of Life 

'Fordyce Herald Angel' AM/AOS x Blc. Love 

Sound 'Dogashima' AM/AOS ), and finally Slc. 

Precious Jewel 'Lenette #1' x Slc. Mango Spice 

''Little Hazel'. 

 

If you have any pictures from your orchids in 

bloom this month that can’t make it to the plant 

table or to judging, please send them in to us at 

editor@houstonorchidsociety.org. That way they 

can be included with the other Stay-At-Home 

Wonders in the next Houston Happenings!  

 

mailto:editor@houstonorchidsociety.org
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Although there were no awards during 

this meeting, the judges spent the time 

watching a webinar from the American 

Orchid Society as part of our continu-

ing education.  Marvin Gerber ex-

plained the point scoring system and 

its components. St. Thomas was fully 

decorated for the Italian Festival and 

there were people everywhere. 

During the AOS Meetings in Los An-

geles this week, Tom Durrett was 

recommended by the AOS Judging 

Committee for elevation to Probation-

ary Judge. Please congratulate him for 

this accomplishment. 

On November 19th, we will be back in 

Jerabeck for our monthly meeting. 

Come join us for a day of judging. 

Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples 

Don’t know about you but I am pretty 

depressed about all the political ban-

tering.   Guess I’m getting old, but it 

seems to get worse every election.  I 

look to my orchids for relief… 

Study/vet the candidates:  There are 

so many orchid genera, species, and 

hybrids to choose from.  We must 

thoroughly research and match our 

desires and their needs – Our capabil-

ity to keep them happy and, in- turn, 

us happily rewarded.  Over time we 

will probably lean toward one ‘Party‘– 

For me its Stanhopea. 

Some candidates smell:  Bulbos (-),  

Catts (++),  Stanhopea (++++).  Some 

ladies smell better at night (nodosa). 

Some candidates seem endlessly 

immature:  Many Paphs take years to 

mature, so always buy the most ma-
ture Paph you can afford. 

Support you candidate: Give to your 

plant’s success.  This means correct 

pot, media, temperatures, light, water, 

fertilizer, and maintenance. 

Under- the-table deal:  Coolest and 

dampest place in the greenhouse. 

Some really like/need!  I moved my 

coelogynes under the table and they 

really responded. 

Under the sheets:   Election time is 

now and so the changing season.  

Time for plastic/closing-up ---let the 

light shine through. 

Some accused of looking at legs, 

groping:  Closing up the greenhouse 

often allows scale/disease to run ram-

pant – Look frequently under leaves 

and at base of pseudobulbs. 

Frozen assets:  Don’t forget to add a 

heat source. 

Let me ‘Clear the Air’:  Fans are 

critical in winter.  Vent fumes from 

heaters. 

Holier than you/thou:  Pots with 

holes, advantaged media with air space 

support winners.  

Rotten candidate:  Closing the 

greenhouse means our plants are 

more vulnerable to bacterial rot. 

Rotten to the core:  Root rot, bacte-

ria rot.  Left unchecked it will spread 

and can kill.  

Destroy the evidence:  Virus, never a 

winner and no cure.  Such disease only 

spreads and ultimately can destroy the 

population – Get rid of it.  Note: Best 

burned, not smashed with a hammer.  

Positions count:  The sun moves with 

the changes in season –You may want 

to move some plants. 

Experience counts:  Seek advice from 

experienced growers. 

Something good to say about losers:  
At least our orchid Judge’s reports 

leave space to highlight plant’s posi-

tives as well as negatives. 

There is always a winner:  Personal 

satisfaction, show ribbon, AOS Award.  

& If you are a loser:  Try again.  Per-

haps with another candidate. 

November Tips and Musings  
By Laurie Skov 

My cymbidium, coelogone, and 

paphs all respond well to a cool, 

damp placement literally ‘under the 

table’ deal.  Wet pea gravel adds 

humidity.  The tall paph shown 

here, Paph chamberlainiaum x ko-

lopakingii, was given to me by Linda 

and Paul Brandenberg  when they 

dispersed their collection.  Its first 

blooming since I received the plant 

six years ago.  Cherished with pa-

tience. 



This will be the last raffle for the year, I wanted to thank all 

of you for your support, donations and help to make the 

Raffle a success this year. We again will have some orchids 

from Springwater Orchids out of Florida. Remember you 

can purchase your raffle tickets using cash, credit card or 

check. Wear your HOS Name Badge and receive your bo-

nus tickets and one for attendance You can also get bonus 

tickets for bring in your 10 Box Tops for Education. New 

Members will receive 5 bonus tickets for first time at-

tendees. 

Thanks Again! 
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Newcomers Group Meeting 
By Kar Chong 

The October Newcomers meeting was at Stephen's 

place. We really appreciate Stephen's hospitality, he was 

able to share with us how he grows Catesetums and how 

to take care of them. There were some old members 

participated as well and we had a great time learning. 

Stephen was generous to donate some Catesetums and 

also a bunch of orchid supplies for our raffle. The New-

comers ended up with a bunch of growing supplies and 3 

orchids each to bring home. November meeting will be 

on  Nov.  20 th .  Watch  out  for  ema i l 

from hosnewcomers@gmail.com.  

Raffle Table 
By Elayne Duncan & Sarah Bentley 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 Newsletter 

Content is Due 
17 18 19 HJC 

Judging 

20 2:00  

Newcomers 
21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 
December 1 

7:30 PM HOS 

Holiday Party   

  

November 2016 

mailto:hosnewcomers@gmail.com
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

November 4-6 

Shreveport Orchid Society Show and Sale 

Sci-Port Science Center 

Shreveport, LA 

Contact: Mary Mancini 

 

November 5-6 

Kansas Orchid Society Fall Show and Sale 

Botanica, The Wichita Gardens 

Wichita, KS 

See ad on page 10 

 

December 3 

Acadian Orchid Society “56th Annual Short 

Course” 

Wyndham Garden Lafayette 

Lafayette, LA 

See ad on page 10 

 

February 10-12 

Heart Of Texas Orchid Society Show 

Zilker Botanical Garden Center 

Austin, TX 

Contact: Alison Gallaway 

 

March 31-April 2 

Houston Orchid Society Show and Sale 

Houston Museum of Natural Science 

Houston, TX 

 

April 1-3 

Central East Texas Orchid Society Show 

“Orchid Spring Fever” 

Tyler Rose Museum & Gift Shop 

Tyler, TX 

 

April 21-23 

Calcasieu Orchid Society Show 

“Orchids at the Opera” 

Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 

Lake Charles, LA 

Officers 
President Fr. Ted Baenziger 

VP - Speakers Tom Durrett 

VP - Shows  Derek Lowenstein & Rick Hepler   

VP - Membership Natalie Robillard 

Treasurer  Bill Bartlett 

Recording Secretary Elayne Duncan 

Past President Mary Gunn 

Chairs 
Conservation Dave Hunt 

Display Table Derek Lowenstein 

Exhibits Rick Hepler 

Guest Hospitality Denise Mitchell 

Happenings Editors Susan Dally, Clarion Hess 

Intermediate Group  

Newcomers Group Kar Chong & Winnie Yap 

Parliamentarian Calvin Starr 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Elayne Duncan & Sara Bentley 

Refreshments Margaret Mahoney 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Holly Miller, John Stubbing & 

 Tom Durrett 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings &  Dennis 
Tomjack 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 
Jay Balchan Don Ghiz 

Sarah Bentley Holly Miller 

Kar Chong Stephen Moffitt 

Susan Dally Carolyn White 

Directors - One Year Term 
Amy Colville Calvin Starr 

Marvin Gerber  

Representatives 
AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative TBA 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings & 

 Laurie Skov 
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