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The Houston Happenings 

October Program:  Light 
By Jay Balchan, Speaker 

I bought my first orchid from 

the Home Depot when I moved 

to Houston in 1992.  I have 

always had a "green thumb" and 

I saw this crazy plant and just 

had to have it.  Well of course 

I watered it too much and with-

in a month is was stone 

dead.  That just encouraged me 

to buy another one and learn 

more about these plants.  I 

bough t  l o t s  o f  book s 

( r e m e m b e r  t h e  o l d 

"Ortho" books?) and I actually 

remember going into the maga-

zine section of a big book store 

to see if there were any orchid 

magazines for sale.  I later 

learned that the AOS has 

a wonderful subscription maga-
zine... And Orchid Digest an 

even better one! 

Anyway, I had been growing 

orchids for about a year when I 

visited Julia and Charles Wil-

son's nursery.   It was Julia who 

encouraged me to attend my 

first HOS meeting which I did in 

prompt order.  Seeing Bob 

Swearingen's massive plants on 

the show table was what 

knocked  me over  the 

edge.  Stephen Moffitt was my 

Newcomers chair.   I've now 

been involved with the HOS for 

over 20 years, have held every 

position in the book multiple 

times and it has been a fantastic 

experience.  

I'm going to speak at the meet-

ing on “Light”.   This might 

sounds like a pretty basic orchid 
topic along with watering and 

Presidents Post 
By Ted  Baenziger, President 

This month we have to use our 

powers of observation to the 

max. When I look at my own 

orchids what do I see? A dirty 

pot, dead leaves, spent orchid 

blossoms, white stuff on the 

surface of the medium, a cute 

little hungry slug? In October, 

we have to think about moving 

those plants that have been 

basking outside into a sheltered 

place. Now is the time to in-

spect and examine each one, 

like a good Sherlock Holmes, 

taking in all the clues from all 

sides, from top to bottom. 

 

Foliage. Are the leaves in good 

shape or have they faded or 

fertilizing.  But there is always 

something new to learn even in 

the seemingly most basic of 

topics.   I look forward to talk-

ing with you in a few days!    

been half eaten? Do a good bit 

of grooming: it will pay off in the 

coming months and you will not 

be admitting Bad Things into 

your sheltering place. Clean the 

leaves with water (add some 

milk to get rid of calcium spot-

ting, which is white) and exam-

ine for aphids, scale and other 

hangers-on. Treat as necessary 

after observing the roots (see 

below). Clean the pot itself and 

examine for drainage hole 

blockage (bad sign) or cracks. 

Deciduous orchids, such as 

Catasetum, will start to have 

yellow leaves and these will 

drop naturally, so don’t worry, 

but reserve a shelf where you 

can inspect and NOT water 

during the cold months, in a 

bright spot, since the pseudo-

bulbs will continue to photo-

synthesize. Break for a com-

mercial (see pg. 2): Phalaenopsis 

hieroglyhica grown by Greg 

Scott, past HOS President.  

 

Next, the roots, probably the 

most important part of your fall 

inspection. Some plants are on 

mounts and the roots are read-

ily seen. Be ready to take off 

any that seem rotten. In the 

pot, it is hard to inspect, but 

any visible roots should look 

healthy. Never put a plant with 

rotting roots into a new place! 
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There is a pathogen in there 

that you are inviting into your 

home to ravage your children. 

Scale, for instance, attacks roots 

and hides inside the pot. So do 

ants, snails, earwigs and even 

SNAKES. Take the plant out of 

the pot if it looks the least bit 

sickly and do a thorough exami-

nation, repot as necessary after 

treating the roots. Roots and 

pseudobulbs can always bring 

leaves to grow anew. Leaves 

cannot go it alone. By the way, 

Catasetum should not be repot-

ted now. They need to rest. 

 

Buds, sheaths and spikes. Be 

extra careful of these when 

moving plants. It is a good idea 
to place a temporary support 

when those not-yet-ready flow-

ers show the first sign of 

growth. Those spring clips are 

good (in the Fall, a bad pun) 

because you can move them as 

the inflorescence grows longer, 

but do not wait until everything 

is a foot long before training the 

spike up or out, since you risk 

breaking things and wasting the 

whole season. Take it from a 

foolish ‘expert’ who has lost 

more than one beautiful panicle. 

Talk about heartbreak! Place 

your plant in the right direction 

so the spike grows naturally. As 

for the sheath on some cattle-

yas, there are singles and dou-

bles. The singles should provide 

no problem as long as the hu-

midity is just right: too wet and 

they may rot (blacken) and you 

will have to remove them gently 

so as not to break the buds 

inside. The double sheath means 

the inflorescence has even more 

protection, but watch them too. 

 

Location, location, location. 

Whatever you use, kitchen, 

bathroom, greenhouse, garage, 

you will need a) lots of good 

air, not too cold, not too hot, 

moving briskly (fans anyone?); 

b) light, natural and or sun-

sidized with electric; c) water. I 

Presidents Post - Continued 

use rainwater inside my apart-

ment that I collect in buckets on 

the porch, good old tap-water is 

OK as well. In any event, do 

some planning for the runoff to 

save your $2000 oriental rug. 

Fertilizer is not a real necessity 

under these conditions and 

certainly not for those plants 

that are resting. Just remember 

that houses and other enclosed 

heated spaces get very dry and 

some plants and spikes resent 

desert conditions. Many’s the 

time I’ve put a Phal in spike on 

the windowsill and watched the 

buds blast for just that reason. 

Pebble trays are practically use-

less when there is a flow of air: 

the humidity goes sideways! 
Might I suggest water in front of 

the fan, or a larger tray than you 

think useful and lots of ferns! 

 

Picnic!!! Coming up October 16, 

Sunday from about 11 to 4 at 

Clown Alley Orchids. I will be 

there later because I have Mass 

at noon. Bring a covered dish 

and some money to buy orchids 

in bloom for the live auction (I 

will bring the plants), and do 

bring a plant or two that’s hav-

ing problems and we can talk 

about the solutions. Save me 

some food, please! Thanks to all 

who help prepare, especially our 

host, John Stubbings. 

Top: Phalaenopsis hieroglyhica. grown by 

Greg Scott, past HOS President.  

Lower Left: Epidendrum coroniferum from 

Costa Rica.  

Lower Right: An arrangement of Dendrobi-

um aggregatum.  
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September Plant Table 
By Derek Lowenstein, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale  

Species Winner : 

Cymbidium gyokuchin  

syn.  ensifolium ‘So Shin’ 

Presented by Yvonne Li and Jay Kwan  

Hybrid Winner:   

Dendrobium Mini Pink Stripe 

Presented by Tan Tran 

Request for Your Blooming Species At the HOS Meeting in November 
By Derek Lowenstein 

Please consider bringing your 

blooming species plants to the 

HOS meeting two months from 

now on November 3rd.  You 

can put them on the Plant table 

and, with your permission, we 

would like to take these plants 

to be displayed in the HOS 

exhibit at the SWROGA show 

in Shreveport, LA. The theme of 

the show is “Orchids are Wild”. 

There will be both Ribbon and 

AOS judging of your plants. You 

could win a ribbon and / or an 

AOS award. Please provide us 

with the name of the plant, your 

name and a phone number for 

us to reach you if your plant 

receives an AOS award. 

There will be guest speakers. 

Shreveport Orchid Society Fall 

SWROGA Show "Orchids are 

Wild" is being held November 

5th - 6 th, 2016 at the Sci-Port 

Science Center, 820 Clyde Fant 

Parkway, Shreveport, LA. 

Judging will be held on Novem-

ber 5, 2016 at 9:00 AM. 

Join us in Shreveport and sup-

port the HOS and Houston 

Judging Center.  Thank You! 
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Rhett Butler's work has been 

published outside of his web 

sites, including magazines, news-

papers, online media, and aca-

demic journals (see below). His 

photos have appeared in hun-

dreds of publications.  

In September 2011 Rhett Butler 

published RAINFORESTS, a 

book about rainforests geared 

toward kids. The text is based 

on the popular mongabay kids' 

section and includes more than 

150 photos.  

In April 2012 Rhett Butler hired 

a team in Indonesia to 

run mongabay.co.id, an Indone-

sian-language provider of envi-

ronmental news and analysis. 

Mongabay .co . id  of f i c ia l l y 
launched in May 2012.  

Rhett Butler has been profiled 

in the San Francisco Chroni-

cle (2006), the Wall Street Jour-

nal (2006 and 2008), and Voice 

of America (2008).  

In September 2014, Rhett Butler 

became the first journalist to 

win the Parker/Gentry Award, a 

conservation prize given annual-

ly by the Field Museum in Chica-

go.  

See Rhett Butler's motiva-

tion for starting mongabay.com. 

Further background on Rhett 

Butler is available at the FAQs/

Interview page. □ 

 

 

Rhett Butler founded Monga-

bay.com in 1999 with the mis-

sion of raising interest in and 

appreciation of wild lands and 

wildlife. For the first ten years 

he operated Mongabay on his 

own, publishing thousands of 

stories and tens of thousands of 

photos.  

Today Rhett Butler serves as 

editor-in-chief of the web site as 

well as president of Monga-

bay.org, Mongabay's non-profit 

arm. Rhett Butler is also Monga-

bay's senior writer and photog-

rapher, continuing to create 

much of the site's content.  

Beyond Mongabay, Rhett Butler 

runs WildMadagascar.org, a site 

that highlights the spectacular 
cultural and biological richness 

of Madagascar and reports on 

environmental news for the 

Indian Ocean island nation.  

Rhett Butler is also co-founder 

of Tropical Conservation Sci-

ence, an open-access academic 

journal that aims to provide 

opportunities for scientists in 

developing countries to publish 

their research, and the Tropical 

Forest Network, a social net-

work in the San Francisco Bay 

Area broadly interested in trop-

ical forest conservation and 

ecology.  

Outside of these pursuits, Rhett 

Butler has advised a wide range 

of organizations, including gov-

ernments, multilateral develop-

ment agencies, media outlets, 

academic institutions, founda-

tions, and private sector enti-

ties. He has been an information 

source for the BBC, CNN, CBS, 

NBC, Fox News, National Geo-

graphic, the Wall Street Journal, 

Fortune Magazine, Business 

Week, Bloomberg, the Discov-
ery Channel, Animal Planet, 

Reuters, Voice of America, the 

Associated Press, the San Fran-

cisco Chronicle, the L.A. Times, 

the New York Times, the 

Washington Post, and Forbes, 

among others.  

Rhett Butler also speaks regu-

larly on topics surrounding for-

ests and the environment 

(especially trends in deforesta-

tion) and new media. He has 

spoken at Stanford University, 

the University of California at 

Berkeley, the University of Cali-

fornia at Santa Cruz, the Na-

tional University of Singapore, 

USAID, ETH Zurich, the Associ-

ation for Tropical Biology and 

Conservation, UNFCCC COP 

16 in Cancun, the Smithsonian 

Tropical Research Institute, and 

Stony Brook University, among 

other places and events. In 2011 

and 2012 he participated in the 

U.S. State Department Speakers 

Program in Indonesia.  

An Introduction to Mongabay 
By David Hunt,  HOS Conservation Chair, VeraCruz@hal-pc.org  

A beach on Nosy Mangabe – Mongabay’s name 

sake in Madagascar  

I would like to introduce our members to what is, in my opinion, one the greatest conservation websites - Mongabay.org 

and Mongabay.com. This organization, publishes substantial content about the conservation of tropical rain forests as 

well as other conservation and environmental news and articles.   Mongabay has become a respected environmental 

information source, drawing more than 2.5 million visitors per month and publishing articles in half a dozen languages, 

ranging in content from in-depth scientific papers to stories aimed at school children. What follows are some links to 

the sites and a biographical article about Mongabay’s founder, Rhett Butler. 

MONGABAY.ORG MONGABAY.COM IMPACTS & SUCCESS 

STORIES 

Rhett Butler in a peat 

swamp in Central 

Kalimantan, Indone-

sian Borneo 

http://data.mongabay.com/book-rainforests-for-kids.html
mongabay.co.id
https://news.mongabay.com/2014/09/mongabay-founder-rhett-butler-wins-field-museums-top-conservation-prize/
https://news.mongabay.com/2014/09/mongabay-founder-rhett-butler-wins-field-museums-top-conservation-prize/
https://news.mongabay.com/2014/09/mongabay-founder-rhett-butler-wins-field-museums-top-conservation-prize/
http://data.mongabay.com/about-rhett.html
http://data.mongabay.com/about-rhett.html
https://news.mongabay.com/2015/01/things-you-want-to-know-about-mongabay/
https://news.mongabay.com/2015/01/things-you-want-to-know-about-mongabay/
http://wildmadagascar.org/
http://www.tropicalconservationscience.org/
http://www.tropicalconservationscience.org/
http://mongabay.org/
https://www.mongabay.com/
http://mongabay.org/impacts/
http://mongabay.org/impacts/
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October Tips and Musings– The Good, The Bad, The Ugly 
By Laurie Skov, Photos by Lauri Skov 

I received an overseas shipment 

of vandas last month.  The 

plants had been in-transit in the 

box for a full week.  Unpacking 

all seemed well, but two days 

later some leaves began showing 

signs of black rot – see photo of 

cut-offs.  I’ve learned to be on 

the lookout for this, so I was 

able to perform quick surgeries 

and isolation of the problem 

plants.  This ‘black’ bacterial rot 

will spread rapidly – overnight - 

to other leaves and adjacent 

plants.  Plants with even the 

slightest abrasion are extremely 

susceptible.  Plants that have 

been shipped in the same box 

are almost sure to catch the 

disease if left untreated.  
 For us humans a bacterial infec-

tion is often cured with a shot 

of antibiotic, but what to do for 

bacterial infection in orchids?  

Before antibiotics, doctors used 

sulfur on open wounds to pre-

vent local infections.  Sulfur also 

works on plant leaves.   There is 

a wetable sulfur marketed which 

can be used to dust, or dis-

solved to spay, the entire plant.  

Realize that bacteria thrive on 

wet plants, so I recommend 

using the sulfur as a dry powder 

to deter spreading the illness to 

exposed neighbors.  It would be 

great if we had an antibiotic to 

inject into the plant, but I don’t 

know of one.  

My preferred ‘cure’ is amputa-

tion.  Cut off the infected area 

well into good uninfected leaf 

tissue.  (This was the ultimate 

treatment used in the Civil War 

when antibiotics weren’t availa-

ble.)  Prior to cutting, and im-

mediately after, spray the cut 

with 3% hydrogen peroxide.  

(Always use a sterile cutting 

tool. The peroxide will not hurt 

good tissue.) Isolate the plant 

and watch it closely for a few 

days to see if further amputa-

tion is necessary.  If the rot has 

infected the crown, the plant is 

likely doomed.  I’ve been suc-

cessful cutting the upper ‘stem’ 

on severely infected vandas far 

enough down to find good tis-

sue.  The plant will eventually 

set out a new growth point. 

Unfortunately crown rot is al-

most always fatal to phalaenop-

sis as it is impossible to cut back 

to good tissue.   All this being 

said, it reminds me that getting 

plants through the mail always 

has risk, and watering in the 

heat of the day is a ‘no-no’. 

And talking about illness, a 

quote from another grower: 

“You can get off of craving food, 

alcohol. drugs, even women, but 

once you’re hooked on orchids, 

you’re never finished. You never 

get off orchids…never.”□ 

The ‘Good’: Ascocenda Laksi 

One of the vandas in the shipment 

The ‘Bad’: Neighboring, 

Amputated plant, three 

weeks after successful 

surgery 

The ‘Ugly’: Amputated 

leaves with bacterial rot 
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Stay-At-Home Orchid Wonders 
By Susan Dally, editor@houstonorchidsociety.org 

Wow! What a great set of pho-

tos you all sent this month.  

Thanks to each of you for the 

photos of your gorgeous 

blooms that can’t make it to the 

plant table or judging.  

Starting from top left: are: 

Ctsm. pileatum imperale 'Peirre 

Couret' AM/AOS  grown by 

Stephen Moffitt.  

Next starting at top right we 

have a bunch from Steve 

Fox:  C. Quinquecolor; Psy. Kalihi 

alba form ‘Green Valley’; Psy. 

Mendenhall 'Hildos'; Rlc. 

Hawaiian Passion 'Carmela'. 

The next cattleya is BLC 

Mem. A-Nunt Meesangnil 

‘NN’ from Ivan Bernal which 

he purchased from Clown 

Alley. 

On the next two rows: 

Ctsm. Black Knight; Ctsm. 

Melana Davison; V. Fuchs 

Ruby; Clo. Truly Treasure 

“Mem. William Margolis AM/

AOS; Ctsm. fimbriatum; V. 

Kultana Fragrance x V. Mimi 

Palmer. These last 6 are also 

from Steve Fox. 
Please consider sharing photos 

of your Stay-At-Home Won-

ders! 
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The judges met at the Jerabeck 

Athletic Center for our Septem-

ber judging meeting. Next 

month, we will meet in the Mal-

loy Bldg. in room 245. 

Two awards were granted. The 

first was an HCC of 76 points 

to Derek Lowenstein for his 

Ctt. Lisa Matherne. The second 

was a plant brought in by Ste-

phen Moffitt. He received an 

AM of 82 points for a Ca-

tasetum that was not yet regis-

tered. 

We were delighted to have five 

guests join us for the judging. 

Hope more will join us next 

month. Remember, Malloy 245 

for next month! 

Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples, Photos by Malcolm Mcorquodale 

REFRESHMENT CORNER 
 

The Refreshment Committee had 12 people sign up to bring snacks for the October 

HOS meeting.  If anyone else would like to bring snacks please do. 

Thanks to Fr. Ted Baenziger, Melissa Dwan, Marsha Fox, Mary Gunn, Ginny Haag, San-

dra Higham, David Hunt, Cherie Lee, Liz Lee, Claudia Ludwig, Troy Merchant, Sandy 

Stubbings, Mike Tran, Winnie Yap and anyone else who brought snacks to the Septem-

ber meeting. 

Thanks, 

Margaret Mahoney & Denise Mitchell 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

7  8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 HJC 

Judging 

16 HOS  

Picnic 
17 18 19 20 Newsletter 

Content is Due 
21 22 

232:00 PM 

   Newcomers 
24 25 26 27 28  29 

30 31      

October 2016 

Well I hate to say it, but we have used all the plants that were 

donated to us from the Orchid Show. We will have some lovely 

gems from Springwater Orchids out of Florida. Remember you 

can purchase your raffle tickets using cash, credit card or check. 

Wear your HOS Name Badge and receive your bonus tickets and 

one for attendance. You can also get bonus tickets for bringing in 

your 10 Boxes Tops for Education. New members will receive 5 

bonus tickets for first time attendees.  
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Newcomers Group Meeting 
By Kar Chong 

The September newcomers meeting was great even though it 

was a hot day. Calvin shared with us about growing Phalaenop-

sis species. He also shared with us it was a coincidence that 6 

years ago September newcomers meeting was held at his place 

as well. They did a cross of 2 Cattleya hybrids that day and it 

finally bloomed this month.  

Due to HOS annual picnic falling on 3rd weekend of Oct this 

year, we will move our October newcomers meeting to 4th 

weekend (Oct 23rd). We will be meeting at Stephen Moffitt's 

place.  

Raffle Table 
By Elayne Duncan & Sarah Bentley 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

October 16 

HOS Picnic 

Clown Alley Orchids 

3119 Lily Street, Pasadena, TX  77505 

11:00 AM-4:00 PM 

See Ad page 10 

 

October 19-23 

2nd Annual International Orchid Show & Sale at 

The Huntington in conjunction with the AOS 

Fall Members Meeting 

The Huntington Library, Art Collection and Bo-

tanical Gardens 

San Marino, CA 

 

November 4-6 

Shreveport Orchid Society Show and Sale 

Sci-Port Science Center 

Shreveport, LA 

Contact: Mary Mancini 

 

November 5-6 

Kansas Orchid Society Fall Show and Sale 

Botanica, The Wichita Gardens 

Wichita, KS 

See ad on page 10 

 

December 3 

Acadian Orchid Society “56th Annual Short 

Course” 

Wyndham Garden Lafayette 

Lafayette, LA 

See ad on page 10 

 

March 31-April 2 

Houston Orchid Society Show and Sale 

Houston Museum of Natural Science 

Houston, TX 

Officers 
President Fr. Ted Baenziger 

VP - Speakers Tom Durrett 

VP - Shows  Derek Lowenstein & Rick Hepler   

VP - Membership Natalie Robillard 

Treasurer  Bill Bartlett 

Recording Secretary Elayne Duncan 

Past President Mary Gunn 

Chairs 
Conservation Dave Hunt 

Display Table Derek Lowenstein 

Exhibits Rick Hepler 

Guest Hospitality Denise Mitchell 

Happenings Editors Susan Dally, Clarion Hess 

Intermediate Group  

Newcomers Group Kar Chong & Winnie Yap 

Parliamentarian Calvin Starr 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Elayne Duncan & Sara Bentley 

Refreshments Margaret Mahoney 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Holly Miller, John Stubbing & 

 Tom Durrett 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings &  Dennis 
Tomjack 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 
Jay Balchan Don Ghiz 

Sarah Bentley Holly Miller 

Kar Chong Stephen Moffitt 

Susan Dally Carolyn White 

Directors - One Year Term 
Amy Colville Calvin Starr 

Marvin Gerber  

Representatives 
AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative TBA 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings & 

 Laurie Skov 
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HOS Picnic 
 

Date: Sunday, October 16, 2016 

 

Time: 11 am - 4 pm 

 

Location: Clown Alley Orchids 
3119 Lily Street, Pasadena, TX  77505 
 

Bring your  

favorite dish! 

 

Live Auction! 
 
(Newcomers meeting 

moved to Oct 23) 


