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The Houston Happenings 

August Program:  Australian Dendrobiums & Their Culture 
By Tom Durrett, VP-Speakers 

Our Speaker this monthis is 

Fred Clark. Fred has been grow-

ing orchids since 1977 and has 

been hybridizing for 35 of those 

years. With over 33 years as a 

professional grower and manag-

er in the horticultural industry, 

Fred applies these skills at his 

orchid nursery; Sunset Valley 

Orchids, located in San Diego, 

California. 

 He is a passionate orchid grow-

er whose curiosity in orchids is 

broad and varied. Although 

developing Cattleya hybrids has 

been his sustaining interest, he 

is also actively creating new 

Catasetinae, Paphiopedilum and 

Australian Dendrobium hybrids. 

His pioneering work in Ca-

tasetum intergeneric breeding 

has led to the development of 

many notable hybrids, most 

recently the grex, Fredclarkeara 

After Dark, which produced 

“the blackest flower ever wit-

nessed”.  The hybrid genus 

Fredclarkeara has received an 

amazing number of awards with 

a total of 17 FCC’s and 42 AM’s 

worldwide. 

Fred is an internationally ac-

claimed speaker and travels 

extensively within USA, Canada, 

Mexico, Australia, New Zealand 

and South America.  He is an 

accredited American Orchid 

Society Judge in the Pacific 

Presidents Post 
By Ted  Baenziger, President 

Dear Houston Orchidophiles, 

Yes, we do love our ‘chids. In 

this, the hottest of hot months, 

we need to be wary of three 

great dangers. The first is, of 

course, hurricanes and tropical 

storms, which strike us “every 

so now and then”. Most im-

portantly, protect yourself, be-

cause without you the ‘chids will 

certainly languish. Second, pro-

tect the plants from sun, the 

killer after the storm. John Stub-

bings of Clown Alley Orchids 

and Denny and Renee’ Haas of 

Spring Orchids can tell you 

about frying a fortune in orchids 

because the shade cloth was 

gone. Orchids can take extend-

ed periods of dark (personal 
experience in the winter with 

my laundry room!) but they 

cannot stand direct sun for 

more than an hour. Be prepared 

to move fast with something to 

provide shade. Here is my 

greenhouse after Alison, shade 

cloth gone! Luckily I had an 

extra. The leaves were stripped 

from the trees so no shade 

there, electricity was out for 

seven days, so no fans; all I 

could do was prop open the 

door and take out what could 

(Continued on page 2) 

South region. His plants have 

received hundreds of quality 

awards from the American Or-

chid Society. 

Fred Clark 

Please Welcome 

New Members:  

 

Nhu and Jo Lee 

 

David & Evangelina 

Gardner 
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July Plant Table 
By Derek Lowenstein, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale  

you can get wet, will help cool 

the air. Inside, I have used wet-

ted towels on a rack, you would 

be surprised at how much they 

can lower the air temp (try the 

damp washcloth-on-the-head 

trick if you don’t believe me). 

Third problem, thirst. Now 

everyone knows you shouldn’t 

drink ICE water if you are dehy-

drated, and never gulp it, only 

sip, continuously. Not so for 

plant roots! Ice cubes are a no-

no! The plant needs to be 

flushed with water, and if the 

medium has  dr ied out 

(especially sphagnum ‘moss’), it 

needs to be hydrated too. Soak 

‘em!, then let them get dry or 

nearly so. Don’t fertilize if the 
plant is desiccated, just give 

them lots and lots of water, 

over a period of 30 minutes (or 

less. Use your judgement). The 

velum (that whitish outer coat-

ing on the roots) needs to be 

completely soaked so that the 

green interior shows through. 

Martin Motes says to be espe-

cially careful with open roots, in 

the air, like on Vandas. They 

need to be green when you stop 

watering, meaning the entire 

velum is saturated. If you are 

doing Phalaenopsis, the outer 

Presidents Post - Continued 

not stand the heat. By the way, 

the pig roast we had to have 

was a great success! 

Second problem, heat prostra-

tion. 100+ temperatures will kill 

us if we are closed into a car for 

more that 30 minutes. Not only 

us, but the plants. They need to 

breathe too, y’know, and they 

overheat. Touch the leaves and 

if they feel hot, they are in trou-

ble. More shade would be great, 

but sometimes you just have to 

get the temperature down and 

quickly and here is where water 

is a great tool. Spray under, 

around and beside the plants. 

Those that can take water from 

above, spray the leaves. This is 

not watering the medium! The 
ground as well as every surface Brassavola cucullata 

roots need to be well soaked, 

the inner (in the pot) roots 

need to be turgid, that is, filled 

with water. The medium needs 

to be damp, but never soggy; 

make sure your drainage is ade-

quate. Otherwise you will suffo-

cate the roots, and then, the 

plants will die of THIRST! Catt-

leya in clay pots need special 

care in this season. Soak them 

and let them go nearly dry. 

Check the drainage. If water 

stays in the pot, take the plant 

out and pot it into a new pot 

with drainage. Don’t keep the 

medium, just get them out of 

the swamp! Healthy roots mean 

a healthy plant, my friends. 

Now, after that harrowing pas-
sage we get to pass on to 

pleasanter (more pleasant?) 

things: flowers. Here is a su-

preme bloomer in the summer-

time, Brassavola cucullata. I have 

had this plant for 13 years, it is 

one of my favorites, and oh so 

fragrant at night! As you can 

see, it is mounted and needs 

watering rather often, but can 

take very dry conditions too. 

Perfect for me. 

See you at the Summer Work-

shop!  

Species Winner - Paph. callosum  

Presented by Malcolm McCorquodale  

Hybrid Winner -Paph. Chiu Hua Dancer 

(gigantifolium x sanderianum)  

Presented by Rick Hepler 
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Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples, Photo by Malcolm Mcorquodale 

The judges have been busy again 

this month. First, we traveled to 

Baton Rouge for a wonderful 

show at the Burden Convention 

Center on July 8th. An HCC of 

77 points was awarded to Rob-

ert Danka for his C. Breautiana. 

The second award, an AM of 82 

points, was to Meir Moses 

(Orchid Konnection) for his 

Paph. Lady Isabel. The final 

award was to Tin-Wein Yu for 

his Pos. longicalcareum with a 

score of 80 points and was a 

CHM. There were so many 

wonderful exhibits at this show 

that there was a three-way tie 

for the AOS Trophy! 

At the judging center on July 

16th, there were two awards. 
The first award was an HCC of 

75 points to Renee and Marvin 

Gerber for their Rth. Gerardo 

Nanda Varahna. The second 

award was to Sandra Higham 

for her unregistered cross C. 

Orchidom Leopard x C. Mark 

Jones. It received an AM of 80 

points. Be sure to congratulate 

these growers for their won-

derful flowers. 

Hope to see everyone at the 

HOS Workshop on 5/6 August. 

There will be vendors there to 

satisfy your orchid needs. A 

silent auction on the 5th with 

proceeds to the HJC will help 

you round out your collection 

with fine orchids. The auction 

on the 6th will provide pro-

ceeds to the HOS. 

YOU ARE ALL INVITED TO OUR SUMMER WORKSHOP 
 

Two committees need some more helpers.  

First is refreshments for Friday. Please contact Derek  Lowenstein 631-459-7327. dereklowenstein@gmail.com. This is mostly set up 

work late Friday afternoon and early Friday evening.  
 

Bill Bartlett can also use assistance in manning the registration table Friday evening and Saturday,713-523-5031, bart1631@msn.com . 
 

Below is from a corrected flyer. New breakout session information and vendor information: 
 

Again this workshop will address timely topics and much more in a series of lectures and breakout sessions. Mark your calendar now 

and send your registration to attend this extraordinary weekend dedicated to your favorite plant orchids. Street parking is free. The 

covered parking garage next to Crooker is EXACT CHANGE $5.00. 
 

Come and hear the lectures: 
Fred Clarke – “Catasetums” 

Ron McHatton- “Insects and Orchids” 

Nina Rach - “Orchid highlights from the West coast of South America: get ready for W.O.C. 2017 in Ecuador 
 

 Plus your choice of Breakout Sessions: 
Fred Clarke – Catasetum culture tips                                                       Vendors 

Ron McHatton- Continue on pest controls                            Sunset Valley Orchids – Fred Clarke 

Fr. Ted Baenziger- Mounting Orchids                                Spring Orchids – Denny Haase    

John Stubbings – Create your own subject                                 Slippers and More – Rick Hepler 

Rick Hepler – Growing Paphiopedilums                   Clown Alley Orchids(Supplies) – Sandy Stubbings 

Dave Malin - Dendrobiums 
 

 View a display of some of the newest and best Orchids: 
You will see orchids for sale in the vendor area, the auction tables and for judging. Everyone attending is invited to enter plants for 

AOS judging. Plant entry is Friday till 5:30 PM, judging starting at 6:00 PM 
 

Attend the Preview Reception Friday Night and Bid on Auction Items:  
Attend the Friday evening reception and have the first opportunity to meet our speakers and to purchase plants. Mingle with all partici-

pants in a festive atmosphere with Hors d’ Oeuvres, and bid on a variety of Silent Auction items. Then enjoy dinner at a nearby fine 

restaurant with the speakers at your expense. Call Don Ghiz for information and reservation before Friday please!!!   
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leaves. The potting mix 2 

inches deep in the pot was 

degraded and the plant was 

very wobbly in the pot. The 

conventional wisdom is that 

when you have a severely 

degraded potting mix, you 

restrict water to the plant until 

you see the new roots and 

can safely repot. The idea is 

that the roots are already 

being smothered because 

the rotting media is restricting 

air movement around the 

roots and the mix dries out 

much more slowly than fresh 

mix. Unfortunately, I am inca-

pable of watching my plants 

slowly die and needed anoth-

er approach…Keith Davis to 

the rescue!  

Repotting Bifoliates Keith Davis Style  
By Sue Bottom, St. Augustine Orchid Society 

If you grow cattleyas, you’ve 

been told that unifoliate catt-

leyas can be repotted any 

time, but bifoliate cattleyas 

are very persnickety about 

repotting. These cattleyas, 

particularly the species bifoli-

ates, often initiate new roots 

only once during the year 

and if you repot outside this 

narrow window, your bifoliate 

cattleya may sulk or jump off 

the cliff in protest. So what 

do you do when you notice 

your bifoliate cattleya is do-

ing poorly in a degraded 

potting mix with no green 

root tips in sight? While wa-

tering, I noticed this C. ame-

thystoglossa was unhappy 

with wilted pseudobulbs and 

The potting mix 2 inches deep in the pot was 

degraded and the plant was very wobbly in 

the pot. 

One look at the 

roots and you know 

this isn’t going to be 

pretty. 

While watering, I noticed this C. amethysto-

glossa was unhappy with wilted pseudobulbs 

and leaves. 

No wonder the plant 

looked so unhappy, 

those roots were 

screaming for air. 



Keith Davis from Reidsville, 

North Carolina is a cattleya 

afficionado who shared a lot 

of his orchid growing tips 

with our club, including this 

one on repotting bifoliates. 

His approach is to strip away 

the old mix and secure the 

plant on top of a bed of lava 

rock with no potting mix 

around the roots. Then you 

wait until the plant is ready to 

throw off its new roots. 

You can water the plant every 

second or third day while 

you’re waiting for the new 

roots to emerge. You can 

also place some sphagnum 

moss over the newest pseu-

dobulb from which the next 

pseudobulb and the new 

roots will emerge to protect 

and encourage the new 

growth. When the new roots 

finally emerge, you’ll add a 

handful of your potting mix to 

the pot every week. The roots 

will grow and branch into 

your new mix. You will con-

tinue to add a handful of mix 

to the pot each week, and 

after about 4 or 5 weeks, 

your plant will be fully estab-

lished in its new home with 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Repotting Bifoliates -Continued 
 

Make a layer of large chunks of lava 

rock two or three deep in the pot. 

Set the plant on top of the lava rock 

and leave the roots open to the air. 

Secure the plant in place with rhizome 

clips so it doesn’t move in the pot. 
A second rhizome clip over the first 

plus a plant halo help secure the plant. 

The potting mix is being backfilled over the growing 

roots, about 2 weeks into the backfilling process for 

Blc. Pali Polka Dot (Blc. Chinese Bronze x C. aclandiae) 

The plant is fully established with happily growing 

roots in fresh mix. 
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fresh mix. 

Keith has a lot of other tech-

niques for repotting your 

cattleyas, like letting a lead 

grow over the edge of the pot 

to grow into a second pot 

prefilled with potting mix 

while it is secured to the 

mother plant. So simple! But 

if you find yourself between 

the rock and a hard place 

with a bifoliate cattleya that 

simply must get out of a stale 

mix, try repotting Keith Davis 

style. It may take 6 months 

for the plant to start growing 

new roots so you can backfill 

the pot and get the plant es-

tablished. Of course, if you 

consider the alternative you’ll 

really enjoy that next bloom 

knowing it otherwise might 

never have been!□ 

 
(Sue Bottom is a VP and co-

editor of the St. Augustine 

Orchid Society newsletter.  

She is also a former member 

of HOS. Sue can be reached 

at: sbottom15@bellsouth.net) 

Ruben Sauleda gave me a seed-

ling of this bifoliate cattleya Blc. 

RIO’s Touch of Class (C. Penny 

Kuroda x C. tigrina) After its in-

credible first bloom, I couldn’t 

wait for it to grow up. 

Repotting Bifoliates -Continued 
 

In November, there wasn’t a live 

root and I was afraid the plant 

was a goner. I repotted Keith 

Davis style and then had to wait. 

By May, there were three new 

growths emerging from behind 

the protective sphagnum. The 

plant is on the road to recovery! 

Keith’s No Stress Division – Position a pot filled with media next 

to the growing lead and let it grow into the pot. 

mailto:sbottom15@bellsouth.net
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August Tips and Musings– Pave Your Baskets with Gold 
By Laurie Skov 

I am always on the lookout 

for local material to use for 

potting & mounting plants.  

For example, Sheila and I 

take trips down to Freeport to 

collect driftwood that has 

journeyed down the Brazos 

River from the Hill Country.  

The river outlet is strewn with 

good stuff.   

Last year one of our neigh-

bors trimmed out the leaves 

of his palm trees (‘scalping’ 

the trunks) and I saw piles of 

golden fiber that he had 

pulled from the trunks – see 

photo.  I had used purchased 

coconut husk fiber to line 

potting baskets and realized 

that the material I saw would 

probably work just as well.  

I’ve used it and it has ex-

ceeded expectations.   Den-

ny Haase had mentioned to 

me long ago that he used the 

same material to ‘plant’ his 

seedlings.  The material 

forms a good ‘paving’ base 

for any additional potting 

material and certainly allows 

good air space through roots 

while readily allowing roots to 

penetrate and does not retain 

water. 

And speaking of paving with 

gold…  

Did you see the article in the 

July Orchids about the S. 

Robert Welts collection?  My 

jaw dropped when I read that 

he had paid $3,000.00 for a 

single plant; also turned his 

New York Park Avenue apart-

ment into a total automated 

‘greenhouse’.   I’m not want-

ing to be disrespectful, but I 

was reminded of the TV slot 

where the question is asked: 

“Is this sane or crazy?”  I’ve 

witnessed the passion for 

acquiring that special plant at 

Shows.   Well anyway, I am 

also always seeking ways to 

rationalize/justify my own 

accepted orchid insanity.  □ 

Renanthera in 

basket lined with 

palm scalping.  

The roots grow 

through the mat. 

Stay-At-Home Orchid Wonders 
By Susan Dally 

Thank you Judith Neufeld for 

sending in these photos of your 

Stay-At-Home orchid babies. 

They are: Vanda Pink Fairy 

(below); Den. Genting Royal; 

Aerides lawrenceae; and Den 

White Pak Lai. 

I hope to see YOUR  orchid 

photos here next month. 

Palm ‘scalping’ 

mat 



We will have some lovely plants from our Houston Chroni-

cle Star from last weekend paper Orchid Obsession - Bruce 

Cameron.  We also will have a few plants from the HOS 

Orchid Show that were donated. You can purchase raffle 

tickets using cash, credit card or check. Wear your HOS 

Name Badge and receive your bonus tickets and one for 

attendance. You also get bonus tickets for bring in your 10 

Box Tops for Education and five bonus tickets for first time 

attendees. See you all at the meeting.  
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Newcomers Group Meeting 

By Kar Chong 

Thanks to  Yvonne and Jay for hosting our July Newcomers 

meeting. Jay went over building of the greenhouse/

shadehouse, rain water collection systems, and Yvonne 

shared with us the different fertilizers she uses on her or-

chids. Newcomers also learned how to mount their own 

orchids, and each went home with newly mounted plant.   

Raffle Table 
By Elayne Duncan & Sarah Bentley 

REFRESHMENT CORNER 
 

The Refreshment Committee had 6 people sign 

up to bring snacks for the August HOS meeting.  

If anyone else would like to bring snacks please 

do. 

Thanks to Fr. Ted Baenziger, Marsha Fox, Linda 

Fries, David Hunt, Nhu Lee, Yvonne Li, Claudia 

Ludwig, Kim Merchant, Denise Mitchell, Reva 

Raschke, Betsy Robinson, Winnie Yap and any-

one else who brought snacks to the July meet-

ing. 

Thanks, 

Margaret Mahoney & Denise Mitchell 

Wanted 
Volunteer Editor or Co-

Editor for this Newsletter. 

Computer Skills are a Must, 

Will Train 

Call or Text Susan at  

281-435-6456 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

5 Summer 

Workshop 
6 Summer 

Workshop 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 Newsletter 

Content is Due 
19 20HJC 

Judging 

21 2:00 PM 

   Newcomers 
22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

August 2016 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

August 5-6 

Houston Orchid Society’s 37th Annual Summer 

Workshop 

Jerabeck Center, Univ. of St. Thomas 

Houston, TX 

 

October 19-23 

2nd Annual International Orchid Show & Sale at 

The Huntington in conjunction with the AOS 

Fall Members Meeting 

The Huntington Library, Art Collection and Bo-

tanical Gardens 

San Marino, CA 

 

October 21-23 

Shreveport Orchid Society Show and Sale 

Shreveport, LA 

Contact: Mary Mancini 

 

November 5-6 

Kansas Orchid Society Fall Show and Sale 

Botanica, The Wichita Gardens 

Wichita, KS 

See ad on page 10 

 

Dec. 3 

Acadian Orchid Society “56th Annual Short 

Course” 

Wyndham Garden Lafayette 

Lafayette, LA 

See ad on page 10 

Officers 
President Fr. Ted Baenziger 

VP - Speakers Tom Durrett 

VP - Shows  Derek Lowenstein & Rick Hepler   

VP - Membership Natalie Robillard 

Treasurer  Bill Bartlett 

Recording Secretary Elayne Duncan 

Past President Mary Gunn 

Chairs 
Conservation  Dave Hunt 

Display Table Derek Lowenstein 

Exhibits Rick Hepler 

Guest Hospitality Denise Mitchell 

Happenings Editor Susan Dally 

Intermediate Group Lee Rowell 

Newcomers Group  Kar Chong & Winnie Yap 

Parliamentarian Calvin Starr 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Elayne Duncan & Sara Bentley 

Refreshments Margaret Mahoney 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Holly Miller, John Stubbing & 

 Tom Durrett 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings &  Dennis 
Tomjack 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 
Jay Balchan Don Ghiz 

Sarah Bentley Holly Miller 

Kar Chong Stephen Moffitt 

Susan Dally Carolyn White 

Directors - One Year Term 
Amy Colville Calvin Starr 

Marvin Gerber  

Representatives 
AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative TBA 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings & 

 Laurie Skov 
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