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The Houston Happenings 

July Program:  Q & A With a Experienced Local Growers 
By Tom Durrett, VP-Speakers 

This month, the Texas Orchid 

Circuit is taking a break so we 

do not have a guest speaker 

scheduled for July. 

In lieu of a speaker, we have 

planned a round-table with 

some of our more experienced 

growers.  This will allow many 

of our newer members, and 

some that aren’t so new, to 

interact with the growers’ panel 

to ask questions and discuss 

issues that interest them. 

Whether it’s fertilizer ratios, 

who has the best species or 

hybrids for sale in the US or 

what is the best way to manage 

a collection, we have someone 

that can provide valuable insight! 

As we are also very fortunate to 

have an AOS judging center 

here in Houston, we will touch 

upon how simple it is to enter a 

plant for consideration and talk 

about some best practices when 

doing so.  We will be having 

two short hands on demon-

strating how to look up plant 

lineage and cleaning plants prior 

to submission.  

Presidents Post 
By Ted  Baenziger, President 

Happy month of July, when I 

turn 70 years of age (on the 

29th; no presents, please, just 

prayers). The heat is on! Pro-

tect yourselves and your or-

chids from excess; water your-

self and them accordingly. Sur-

prisingly, July is not a very hu-

mid month in Houston, since 

during the heat of the day, the 

humidity dips below 25% while 

the temperature rises to the 

100 mark (45 C.+). On the one 

hand this is good because it lets 

the plants dry out; on the other 

hand, the plants cannot dissipate 

heat and so need shade, to keep 

from frying, just as you do. Re-

member, orchids do not have 

sunscreen in a bottle, and they 
cannot jump into the nearest 

pool. 

What cattleyas are in bloom 

during this hot season? Here is a 

partial listing, according to what 

AOS awarded last year at this 

time. C. arcuensis (of the 

Sophronitis class); C. bicolor, a 

bifoliate that grows quite tall; C. 

dowiana, tricky for us because it 

needs cool nights; C. gaskelliana; 

C. ghillanyi (a rupiculous, rock 

growing Laelia-type); C. granu-

losa, another bifoliate from Bra-

zil; C. jenmanii, one of my favor-

ites because of its heavenly 

scent and ease of growing; C. 

schilleriana, another bifoliate; C. 

purpurata (AKA Laelia, ending 

its season); C. tenebrosa (syn. 

Laelia) (PHOTO 1 is C. tene-

brosa ‘Estrela Escura’ AM/AOS 

(Continued on page 2) 

If you know of a question or 

two that you would like to have 

answered, I encourage you to 

submit those in advance!  You 

can send those to in-

fo@houstonorchidsociety.org, 

and use the subject “Growers’ 

Panel” if possible so we can 

ensure they make the list. 

Looking forward to seeing you 

July 7, 2016 @ 7:30 PM! 
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Green Nation x Rlc. Erin Koba-

yashi. And, one more, Rlc Ruby 

Delight ‘Stones River’ (Rlc. Ru-

bescence x C. Cosmic Delite): 

which got an AM of 80 points in 

August 2015 in Atlanta.  

Lots of possibilities! Unfortu-

nately, there are not many 

shows for us orchidophiles this 

month, with the exception of 

the Baton Rouge Orchid Society 

Annual Show and Sale July 9-10 

and a show in Buga, Colombia, 

July 19-24, where I judged three 

years ago. I was the only North 

American and thus the only 

‘neutral’ judge so they made me 

choose all the trophy winners, 

hmm, and boy, was it hot!  

Finally PHOTO 6, which is 
Habenaria medusa, which we 

can grow here. It was in that 

show in Buga, and got an award. 

You can also bring your orchids 

for judging July 16 to get award-

ed in Houston. But be sure to 

bring your beauties to the HOS 

meeting in July and August and 

to the Orchid Workshop as 

well, so you can share their 

glory with friends. 

Presidents Post Continued 
 

86 points July 7, 2015); C. viola-

cea blooms any time except in 

cold weather since it grows in 

swamps; C. wallisii (PHOTO 2; 

is C wallisii ‘Amanda Burzell’ 

HCC AOS 77 points, July 7, 

2015; and the largest of them all 

for flower size,  is C. 

warscewiczii (PHOTO 3, C. 

warscewiczii. ‘Stewart’s Meteor 

has a CCE of 92 points for its 

owner, William Rogerson near 

Chicago, with its 34 blooms, 

awarded in July 2015. 

And do not forget the hybrids, 

including Rlc Karen’s Sunrise 

‘Lakeview’ AM/AOS PHOTO 4 

 And PHOTO 5, Rlc. Prada 

2 
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Photo Credits: 1) Ken Jacobsen; 2) Arnold Gum; 3) Milton Wittmann; 4) Alyn Nishioka; 5) Unknown; 6) Ted Baenziger 
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June Plant Table 
By Derek Lowenstein, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale  

Right: Hybrid Winner Rhynchostylis coelestis x  

V. ampullacea 

Presented by Steve & Marsha Fox 

 

Below: Species Winners (tie) V. christensoniana  

Presented by Stephen Moffitt 

L. purpurata var. carnea Presented by Kar Chong 

 

Wanted 
Volunteer Editor for this Newsletter 

Computer Skills are a Must, Will Train 

Call or Text Susan at 281-435-6456 
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zation’s Board of Trustees 

and briefly serving as vice-

president.  In addition to 

Ron’s volunteer support of 

the AOS, he has also been a 

long-time supporter of the 

Orchid Digest.  In this role, 

he has served on its Board of 

Directors and Executive 

Committee for many years 

and as its President for three 

consecutive terms. Ron’s 

twin ran for president.  
Nina Rach  
Nina is a member of the Hou-
ston Orchid Society. Nina start-
ed growing orchids in NJ more 
than 40 years ago, and now 
grows a variety of species and 
hybrids in Houston. She enjoys 
hiking and photographing or-
chids in the wild, and visits Latin 
America every year. She's had 
the opportunity to attend and 
judge at five World Orchid Con-
ferences since 1990 and has 
spoken at two of them. An AOS 
Judge for 25 years, Nina now 

HOS Summer Workshop 2016 
By John Stubbings 

Here are the speakers that will 

be at the HOS Summer Work-

shop this year: 

Ron McHatton 

Ron has been growing or-

chids for more than 50 years 

and has an eclectic collection 

of plants representing a wide 

cross-section of the orchid 

family and over the years his 

private collection has num-

bered in excess of 2500 

plants; a direct result of no 

willpower or common sense.  

A PhD Chemist by training, 

Ron is currently the American 

Orchid Society’s chief educa-

tion and science officer re-

sponsible for editorial content 

and layout of the Society’s 

monthly magazine, Orchids.  

In addition to his professional 

position, Ron is an accredit-

ed American Orchid Society 

judge.  Prior to joining the 

AOS staff, he volunteered for 

the organization for over 25 

years; chairing several na-

tional committees, twice 

holding a seat on the organi-

Ron McHatton 

Ron’s “twin” (John 

Kasich) 

serves as the training coordina-
tor in the Houston Judging Cen-
ter. She also has spoken to the 
Houston Orchid society and 
gave a presentation at our 2011 
Summer Workshop. 

Fred Clark 
Fred Clarke started Sunset Val-
ley Orchids in 1995 as a natural 
outgrowth of a hobby that be-
gan 27 years earlier. Sunset 
Valley Orchids is a “Boutique” 
style nursery where we are 
dedicated to providing excellent 
customer service and breeding 
superior orchid hybrids for the 
orchid enthusiast. 
Backed by over 28 years of ex-
perience in the horticultural 
industry as a professional grow-
er and manager, Fred applies 
these skills to produce well 
grown and healthy orchid 
plants. Fred is an AOS judge. 
Fred has spoken to the Houston 
Orchid Society previously and at 

the 2006 Summer Workshop.□ 

Nina Rach Fred Clark 

Summer Workshop 

Schedule 

Workshop Registration 

Form 

http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/workshop.html
http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/workshop.html
http://houstonorchidsociety.org/assets/workshop-payment-2016.doc
http://houstonorchidsociety.org/assets/workshop-payment-2016.doc
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The 2016 Houston Orchid Society 

37th  Consecutive Summer Workshop 

August 5 and 6, 2016 

Lectures and workshops about orchids 
Jerabek Athletic Center Room 202 

University of St. Thomas  
4000 Mt. Vernon St. 

           Houston, Texas 77006 [Montrose Area] 
 

John Stubbings Co-Chair (832) 693-8140   JDStubbings@comcast.net 
Dennis Tomjack Co-Chair (713) 703-2351 dtomjack@hotmail.com  

 

Again this workshop will address timely topics and much more in a series of lectures and breakout 
sessions. Mark your calendar now and send your registration to attend this extraordinary weekend 
dedicated to your favorite plant orchids. Street parking is free. The covered parking garage next to 

Crooker is EXACT CHANGE $2.00. Hotel list will be provided on enquiry. 
 

The workshop is a must whether you are a novice intermediate or advanced grower. You will: 

 

 Learn about a wide variety of orchids 

 Discover how to use science to help you produce higher quality plants 

 Get the answers to Orchid culture questions 

 Have the opportunity to meet with top growers and purchase new plants 

 
Come and hear the lectures: 

 

Fred Clarke - Catasetums 

Ron McHatton- Insects and Orchids 

Nina Rach - TBA 
 
Plus your choice of Breakout Sessions: 

 

Fred Clarke – Catasetum culture tips 

Ron McHatton- Continue on pest controls 

Nina Rach  

TBA – Repotting demonstration 

Rick Hepler – Growing Paphiopedilums 

Linda Fries - Dendrobiums 
 
View a display of some of the newest and best Orchids: 

 

You will see orchids for sale in the vendor area, the auction tables and for judging. Everyone attending is invited to enter plants for 

AOS judging. Plant entry is Friday till 5:00 PM, judging starting at 6:00 PM 

 
Attend the Preview Reception Friday Night and Bid on Auction Items: 

 
Attend the Friday evening reception and have the first opportunity to meet our speakers and to purchase plants. Mingle with all partici-

pants in a festive atmosphere with Hors d’ Oeuvres, and bid on a variety of Silent Auction items. Then enjoy dinner at any of the near-

by fine restaurants. 

mailto:SStubbings@comcast.net
mailto:dtomjack@hotmail.com
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ata is a species from Brazil. 

Species names are always 

lower case, never capitalized 

and should be italicized. Grex 

names, on the other hand, 

such as C. Fabia are always 

capitalized and may consist 

of up to 3 names, i.e. Blc. 

Memoria Helen Brown. 

If a particular plant, either 

species or hybrid, has out-

standing qualities, a third 

name is often added. This 

name is set off in single 

quote marks and is the culti-

var name. (Unfortunately, 

many orchidists refer to this 

as the clonal name, which 

emphatically it is NOT! More 

on this another time). This 

name goes with the plant 

whenever it is propagated by 

division or tissue culture 

(cloned). Examples of a culti-

var name would be Pot. Jan-

uary’s Child ‘Cyndi’ or Slc. 

Anzac ‘Orchidhurst’. 

Now we can discuss the dif-

ference between seedlings 

and clones. Seedlings, as the 

term suggests, are orchids 

grown from seed. Because 

Seedlings, Clones and Names 
By Ron Midgett 

Orchids all have names in 

spite of the fact that many are 

sold without a nametag. For 

serious growers, this is not 

an acceptable practice. Why? 

For one thing, many orchid 

shows do not allow plants 

without a name to be en-

tered. For another, an un-

named orchid cannot be 

judged by the American Or-

chid Society or for that matter 

any other countries’ national 

orchid society or orchid 

council that issues flower 

quality awards. And more 

importantly, to register a new 

hybrid cross BOTH parents 

must have recognized 

names. So then names are 

important and we need to 

strive to keep our nametags 

with our plants. 

An orchid name typically has 

at least 2 parts. The first is 

the genus name, which is 

usually abbreviated i.e. C. for 

C a t t l e y a ,  P h a l .  f o r 

Phalaenopsis, etc. The sec-

ond name is either a species 

name or a grex name if it is a 

hybrid. For example C. labi-

Pot. Apricot Sands ’Outstanding’ AM/AOS 

Pot. Apricot Sands ’Firebrand’ AM/AOS 

Pot. Apricot Sands ’First Timer’ AM/AOS 

Pot. Apricot Sands ’Summer Kiss’  



Ron Midgett is the owner 

of New Earth Orchids and 

is our speaker this month.  

Ron can be reached at:  

ron@newearthorchids.com 

orchids all have names and 

the RHS stopped accepting 

registrations for crosses with 

unknown parents, breeders 

keep careful records as to 

date of pollination and which 

plant was the seed parent 

and which the pollen parent. 

Orchid crosses are not like 

hybrid marigolds or petunias 

in which all of the seedlings 

can come out looking alike. 

Quite the opposite! An orchid 

cross can produce up to hun-

dreds to thousands of proge-

ny and no two will be exactly 

the same! An example of the 

variation is illustrated with the 

pictures of Pot. Apricot 

Sands on the previous page. 

On the other hand, outstand-

ing cultivars of an orchid hy-

brid or species are often tis-

sue cultured, i.e. cloned. In 

this case, the plants pro-

duced by micro propaga-

tion—tissue culture means—
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Seedlings, Clones and Names-Continued 
 

(and sometimes incorrectly 

referred to as meristeming) 

are genetically identical and 

will bloom out to look exactly 

like one another. Each will 

bear the name of the mother 

plant and this is the clonal 

name. It includes the genus, 

species or grex, and cultivar 

names used to identify the 

plant. It is important to note 

that these are not seedlings, 

they are referred to as plant-

lets until they bloom the first 

time. This distinction is im-

portant because first bloom-

ing plantlets of a cloned culti-

var cannot be entered as first 

bloom seedlings in an orchid 

show. 

Tissue culture has been a 

boon to orchid growers by 

putting outstanding plants 

that before the advent of this 

technique would cost hun-

dreds to thousands of dollars 

to buy are now available for 

Cattleyas Clones 

much more modest prices. 

This has made it easier for 

hobbyists to have good par-

ent plants to use to make 

crosses of their own. 

The picture below shows 

several plants of a cloned 

cultivar.  Notice that they all 

look alike.  That is because 

they are all genetically alike. 

Watching seedlings grow 

and bloom is an exciting pro-

cess. Each one that blooms 

is a new plant with no copies 

or clones of it available. YOU 

own it all! If you made the 

cross or receive permission 

from the originator, you can 

name it by registering it with 

the RHS. In any case, you 

can always give it a cultivar 

name. Remember to add this 

to the tag and make sure it 

goes with any divisions you 

should make of your prized 

plant.□ 
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Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples, Photo by Tom Durrett 

The Judging Center has been on 

the road again. On the 4th of 

June we judged the New Orle-

ans Orchid Society Show in 

Metairie, La. It was a beautiful 

show with lots of orchids in full 

bloom. In fact, there were 416 

orchid plants in the show! 

There were 4 awards given. The 

AOS Show Trophy was won by 

the Terrebonne Orchid Society 

who also won a Silver Certifi-

cate with a score of 86.6 points. 

C. warscewiczii received an AM 

of 81 points and was exhibited 

by JoAnne Vaz. Den. treacheri-

anum, exhibited by Macs Or-

chids, received an HCC of 75 

points. 

On June 10th, the judges were 

busy again with the Acadian 

Orchid Society Show. The AOS 

Trophy was won by a display 

designed by Meta Flanagan. One 

additional award was received 

by Eron Borne for his Brsdm. 

FANGtasic Bob Henley. The 

orchid received an AM of 82 

points. 

Regular monthly judging was 

conducted at St. Thomas on 

June 18th. One award was 

earned by Rick Hepler for his 

Paph. Magic Lantern which re-

ceived an HCC of 77 points. 

We look forward to seeing 

everyone at the HOS Work-

shop in August.5/6th. Come and 

learn more about these amazing 

orchids! 

Paph. Magic Lantern owned 

by Rick Hepler 

Stay-At-Home Orchid Wonders 
By Susan Dally 

Some of us never made it to the 

June meeting.  Heavy rains, 

flooded roads and  related 

problems complicated life for 

yours truly and many other 

folks for the entire week leading 

up to the HOS meeting. 

HOS member Ivan Bernal was 

stuck in the Dallas airport when 

he had intended to bring this 

beautiful vanda at left (name 

unknown) to show on the plant 

table. 

Judith Neufeld owns the rest of 

these beauties.  Starting coun-

terclockwise from lower left 

they are: Vasco. Viboon Velvet 

(Ascda Tubtim Velvet x Rhy. 

Coelestis); Rth. Fuchs Orange 

Nuggett (Orange Nuggett x Ctt. 

Viola sanjune); Paph. Greyi 

(Paph godefroyae x niveum); 

Paph. Hung Sheng Flame x 

Hsinying Bee; Den. Unicum. 

I hope to see YOUR  orchid 

photos here next month. 
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REFRESHMENT CORNER 
 

The Refreshment Committee had 5 people sign up to bring snacks for the 

July HOS meeting.  If anyone else would like to bring snacks please do. 

Thanks to Melissa Dwan, Dave Hunt, Marsha Fox, Claudia Ludwig, Denise 

Mitchell, Winnie Yap and anyone else who brought snacks to the  

June meeting. 

Thanks, 

Margaret Mahoney & Denise Mitchell 

July Tips and Musings– Consider a Holy War and a New Dawn 

By Laurie Skov 

On previous ‘Tips and Musings’ I 

have referenced the difficulty of 

raising specimen plants, particu-

larly avoiding rotted roots as 

the plants get large and it be-

comes increasingly more diffi-

cult for the center of large pots 

to ‘dry’ between watering.  

Here’s another tip you can use 

against rot: clay pots with Swiss 

cheese holes.  The holes allow 

air flow into the root system 

both drying and even more 

cooling within. The holes are 

beneficial with both plastic and 

clay pots. Clay pots dry faster 

than plastic.  They also will be 

cooler as evaporation from 

their surface cools them.    It 

has been difficult to find these 
pots for sale.  Not to worry, 

you can manufacture your 

own… 

1/2” and 3/4” diamond masonry 

drills are available at Home 

Depot and, although not inex-

pensive ($30), they will allow 

you to drill as many holes in as 

many pots as you have time and 

desire.  It does take some hand 

strength to hold the drill steady, 

but hey ladies, what are hus-

bands for anyway?  With a little 

practice you can drill a dozen 

holes in 15 minutes.  Soaking 

the pots in a bucket of water 

prior to drilling helps. 

The spot ‘evaporative cooling’ 

effect for these holy pots is the 

same physical basis for evapora-

tive air coolers.  By the way, 

simply putting your plants down 

onto a wet gravel bed with a fan 

blowing over them can lower 

their pot temperature five or 

more degrees.    

Got a tip at the June, LaFayette, 

Louisiana Show while convers-

ing with Dennis Wollard, PhD, a 

retired University of Louisiana 

Ag teacher.  I was telling him 

about the difficulty I experi-

enced trying to find a suitable 

fungicide for my Pecan grove 

and how I had struck-out with 

many sources, finally trying a 

local home remedy - dormant 
spray of Dawn Soap and mineral 

oil.  The spraying worked!  He 

was aware of the unique fungi-

cidal properties of Dawn soap 

and said that he in fact uses a 

Dawn spray solution on his 

orchids.  Furthermore, he noted 

that the Ag world hasn’t deter-

mined why Dawn detergent is 

the only liquid soap to work as 

a fungicide.  

And finally, if you are wanting to 

add summer blooms to your 

collection watch the members’ 

plant table for ideas.  Also, re-

search hybrids that have parents 

known to bloom now.  □ 

 

Diamond incrusted hole drills make easy task  

converting a common unglazed clay pot into a 

holy one. 

This photo shows some current bloomers happy 

in their holy pots.  Going from bottom left, 

clockwise: #1 C. maxima ;  #2  L. purpurata; #3  

Hybrid Lc Alacon (Second generation purpuata,  

mossiae,  warneri, and warscewiczii – all sum-

mer/late summer blooming species.); #4  Hybrid 

Blc. Burdekin Wonder x C. granulosa (granulosa 

a summer bloomer.)  



Once again we will have plants donated from the HOS Or-

chids Show and Millers Tropicals of Texas. Raffle tickets can 

be purchased using cash, credit card or check. Wear your 

HOS Badge and receive your bonus tickets for it and one for 

attendance. You also get bonus tickets for bringing your 10 

Box Tops for Education and five bonus tickets for first time 

attendees. Hope to see you all soon.  
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Newcomers Group Meeting 

By Kar Chong 

We had a great time at Rick's place for the July Meeting. 

There were 17 newcomers attended. Rick showed us how 

to grow Paph. and Phrag. We also talked about growing 

orchids in Semi-hydroponics. After that, we potted up 

Cattleya and Phalaenopsis donated by Jay. Next month's 

meeting will be at Bruce Cameron's place. Marvin also do-

nated quite a big selection of orchids to the newcomers 

group, we will be working on them throughout the rest of 

the year. 

Raffle Table 
By Elayne Duncan & Sarah Bentley 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 HJC 

Judging 

17 2:00 PM 

   Newcomers 
18 19 20 21Newsletter 

Content is Due 
22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31     5 Summer 

Workshop 
6 Summer 

Workshop 

July 2016 

Congratulations 
HOS Member Connie Vernon 

 

Connie’s AOS awarded plant got a special 

mention in the June Orchids Magazine. 

Check it out on page 435 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

July 8-10 

Baton Rouge Orchid Society Show and Sale 

LSU Burden Conference Center 

Baton Rouge, LA  

 

August 5-6 

Houston Orchid Society’s 37th Annual Summer 

Workshop 

Jerabeck Center, Univ. of St. Thomas 

Houston, TX 

 

October 19-23 

2nd Annual International Orchid Show & Sale at 

The Huntington in conjunction with the AOS 

Fall Members Meeting 

The Huntington Library, Art Collection and Bo-

tanical Gardens 

San Marino, CA 

 

October 21-23 

Shreveport Orchid Society Show and Sale 

Shreveport, LA 

Contact: Mary Mancini 

 

November 5-6 

AcadiaKansas Orchid Society Fall Show and Sale 

Botanica, The Wichita Gardens 

Wichita, KS 

See ad on page 12 

 

Dec. 3 

Acadian Orchid Society “56th Annual Short 

Course” 

Wyndham Garden Lafayette 

Lafayette, LA 

See ad on page 12 

Officers 
President Fr. Ted Baenziger 

VP - Speakers Tom Durrett 

VP - Shows  Derek Lowenstein & Rick Hepler   

VP - Membership Natalie Robillard 

Treasurer  Bill Bartlett 

Recording Secretary Elayne Duncan 

Past President Mary Gunn 

Chairs 
Conservation  Dave Hunt 

Display Table Derek Lowenstein 

Exhibits Rick Hepler 

Guest Hospitality Denise Mitchell 

Happenings Editor Susan Dally 

Intermediate Group Lee Rowell 

Newcomers Group  Kar Chong & Winnie Yap 

Parliamentarian Calvin Starr 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Elayne Duncan & Sara Bentley 

Refreshments Margaret Mahoney 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Holly Miller, John Stubbing & 

 Tom Durrett 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings &  Dennis 
Tomjack 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 
Jay Balchan Don Ghiz 

Sarah Bentley Holly Miller 

Kar Chong Stephen Moffitt 

Susan Dally Carolyn White 

Directors - One Year Term 
Amy Colviller Calvin Starr 

Marvin Gerber  

Representatives 
AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative TBA 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings & 

 Laurie Skov 
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