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Our speaker on June 2nd will be
Ron Midgett. Ron began growing orchids in 1969 in the orchid
-rich environment of Southern
California. Since then, he has
grown orchids in many different
regions of the US and in the
Caribbean for 3 years. Currently, he resides in Santa Fe, New
Mexico. He is a breeder with
an emphasis on Cattleyas, Paphiopedilums, and Oncidinae. Several cultivars from his crosses
have received AOS awards.
In 1990, Ron founded the New
England Orchid Company in
Franklin, MA.
In 2003, he
moved his orchid business to
New Jersey and changed the
name to New Earth Orchid Co.,
aka New Earth Orchids. In
2010, New Earth Orchids was
moved to Santa Fe, NM.
In addition to Ron’s activities in
the orchid business, he has been

Presidents Post
By Ted Baenziger, President
Happy month of June! I have
just returned from Costa Rica
with students from our University. The trip was for education
not in orchids, but in service in
a small farming community of
coffee growers. The place is
called Cedral, at 1200 meters
(3600+ ft.), about 212 inhabitants. There were, however, lots
of orchids, not many in bloom,
(Continued on page 2)

very active in the local orchid
societies wherever he lived.
This includes serving as an officer, chairing orchid shows, and
running the New England Orchid Fair for 3 years. Before
leaving New Jersey, Ron founded the Jersey Highlands Orchid
Society.
Ron is an accredited AOS judge
currently serving in the Rocky
Mountain Region.
He has
served as chairperson for AOS
judging for the 2011 and 2012
New Mexico Orchid Guild
Shows. In 2011, Ron was invited to participate in judging the
Taiwan International Orchid
Show.
Ron has authored articles published in Orchids and most recently in the Orchid Digest. He
was given the prestigious Ernest
Heatherington award from the
Orchid Digest for his article,

Ron Midgett
“Beyond Sc. Beaufort-A 20 Year
Odyssey in Cattleya Breeding”. Ron feels a special honor
in receiving this award because
Ernest was one of his first mentors.
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Presidents Post Continued
but in nearly every tree.
It reminded me that we are too
nice to our plants! Most of
these species have roots exposed to the air, are not in the
best conditions (no 60% shade
cloth, no fertilized water, no
climate-controlled Edens); and
they are open to attack from
every insect that comes by.
Orchids are tough. They grow
on rocks, on branches and
trunks of trees, among bromeliads, mosses, ferns and other
epiphytes competing with them.
And they survive and bloom,
and have fruits (seed capsules).

Here is the proof, a harvested
(not by me!) Epidendrum radicans plucked from the wild from
some ditch (these plants are
semi-terrestrial). It was transported in a barrel hung from a
wire across a canyon 250 ft.
deep, to grace a house on the
other side:
At that elevation the nights go
down to 60 F and the days get
up to 90. There is always air
movement. And the rain? When
it rains it soaks everything, usually in the afternoons, sometimes during the night, and then
the morning sun dries every-

thing out until the next batch of
showers. Nearly everything we
grow in Houston has to have
AIR and WATER in abundance,
but also that drying out or else
the plant will rot. Especially with
our warm nights, air circulation
is essential.
How should you grow your
orchid? Come and find out at
the August Workshop; the information is in this issue and in
the next. Or ask anyone at the
meetings how to grow this or
that beautiful plant. Meanwhile,
may you grow well and prosper.

May Plant Table
By Derek Lowenstein, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale and Judith Neufeld

Left: Hybrid Winner Blc. Mem Grant Eichler
‘Lenette’
Presented by Luke Pauley
Below: Species Winner Oncidium ampliatum
Presented by Judith Neufeld
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A Note on Potting Media
By Ron Midgett, New Earth Orchids
Potting Media, there is almost
no other subject in orchid
growing that conjures up more
discussion than potting media. I
would like to take a moment to
comment on 40 + years of observation in the matter.
In the beginning…and before
my time… was osmunda fiber. This was the fibrous root
mass of the osmunda fern. If
you were lucky enough to live
where the ferns grew you could
go out and harvest it otherwise
you had to buy it. Many old
growers swore by it and would
use nothing else! However, to
pot in it required the muscles of
Conan the Barbarian to get it
packed in tight enough. As
osmunda became harder and
harder to get…over harvesting…, orchid growers started to
look for something different. In
the West, lumbering of fir trees
resulted in waste heaps of
bark. Some enterprising orchid
growers decided to try it and
found that it was a good replacement for osmunda. Even
though it did not last as long in
the pot, it was far easier to
work with and a whole lot
cheaper.
By the 1960’s, fir bark was THE
medium of choice. Most orchid
growers used only fir bark for
potting. For the next 20 to 25
years, all was good and the orchid industry was humming
along with what appeared to be
an endless supply of cheap potting material. Then…the companies that were producing the
bark said they were going to
stop producing it because it was
not profitable.
Some orchid growers were
stunned and decried the end is
nigh. Others, being more enterprising decided to find alternatives. Just for fun, at right is a
list of some of these that were
tried.
I am sure that you may know
some others not on this list.
So what does all of this tell

us? First, it says that orchids
can adapt to a large range of
potting media. Second, we will
try to grow orchids in almost
anything!
On a more serious note, the
most important thing to remember is to stick with a basic
type of potting mix for a while
to learn how to grow in
it. Don’t be changing to something new because you read that
Jane or Jim wrote an article on a
new and wonderful potting media that made all of their orchids
show winners. Much of this is
antidotal and rarely has sufficient data to back it up.
To illustrate what I mean, here
is a little story. When I lived in
New Orleans (way before Katrina), there was a commercial
orchid firm whose plants always
looked terrible. At first, I could
not figure out why because the
greenhouses were state of the
art and well maintained. One
day, I heard them talking that
since the orchids were not doing well; they obviously needed
to repot all of the plants into
the new medium they had just
learned about. Subsequently, it
came to light, that they were
constantly changing potting
media! The plants were never
getting a chance to acclimate to
the last new medium before
being yanked yet again from
their pots in a desperate effort
to find the magic growing medium!
The moral of this story, there is
NO magic growing medium…
period. You must learn how to
grow in the media you choose
to grow your orchids provided
you are starting with a good
medium. Remember, you can
adjust your watering and fertilizing to match the medium easier
than you can repot all of your
orchids. In my experience, one
only needs, at most, five basic
growing media for nearly all
potted orchids. They are:

1) A fine mix for seedlings, cymbidiums, fine rooted plants and
plants in 4 inch or smaller pots.
2) A medium mix for Cattleyas
and similar kinds of orchids
3) A larger mix for large Cattleyas in large pots (7 inches and
above)
4) A slipper orchid mix in 2
grades (small and medium)
5) Good quality sphagnum moss
for Phalaenopsis and many other orchids
The bark you use does not matter a lot IF it is a good quality
orchid bark. However, some
recent advances in the preparation of bark have produced a
longer lasting product for potting orchids. This is a naturally
processed Monterey Pine bark
sold under the name of Orchiata. It is widely used in Hawaii
because it has a pot life of between 5 to 7 years. New Earth
Orchids now uses this as the
major ingredient in our bark
mixes. Our mixes consist of 2
parts bark; 1 part coconut husk
chips; & 1 part sponge rock or 2
parts Orchiata bark and 1 part
coconut husk chips. The slipper
orchid mix follows this same
formula with an addition of
crushed oyster shell (about a
quart to 2 cubic feet of medium). We have used these basic
mixes for several years and now
expect them to have, in most
cases, a 5 to 7 year pot life.
Because of the long pot life of
these mixes, we can modify how
we repot a bit. For seedlings or
un-bloomed tissue culture plantlets, we find that as long as the
root system is healthy, we can
simply move these plants on to
the next larger pot without
having to clean off the old media
and disturb the roots. This
results in the plants recovering
faster from the repotting experience. Thus, the plants grow
faster and bloom sooner. This
practice is widespread in the
commercial orchid business.□

A Partial List of
Media that Folks
Have Tried:



























Shredded tires
Rice hulls
Walnut shells
Pecan shells
Chopped cork
Lava rock
Any rock or
gravel
Bagasse
(fibrous
material left
over from extracting sugar
from sugar
cane)
Glass marbles
Sand
Promix
Pine bark
Diatomite
Redwood bark
Redwood wool
(shredded
bark)
Rock wool
Aliflor
Sponge rock
Chunky peat
Sphagnum
moss
Coconut husks
Charcoal
Chopped tree
fern
Wine corks

Ron Midgett is the owner
of New Earth Orchids and
is our speaker this month.
Ron can be reached at:
ron@newearthorchids.com
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HOS Member’s Corpse Flower in Bloom at HMNS
By Susan Dally & Don Ghiz, Photo by Nancy Grieg

Live Feed of
Mandrake
Blooming

The Houston Museum of Natural History is currently hosting
the latest corpse flower to
bloom. Many of you will remember “Lois” the flower that
bloomed in the museum in 2010
or “Morticia” which opened on
May 14th in Moody Gardens.
Now “Mandrake” (named by
school kids) is on display, loaned
to the museum by our very own
Don Ghiz.
Those of you who attended the
April Intermediate group meet-

ing may remember seeing Don’s
plant in his greenhouse. At that
time (late April) it was still
dormant with no growth showing above the potting media.
Now the flower, over 3 1/2 feet
tall and growing. It is expected
to open this weekend in the
museums Cockrell Butterfly
Center.
Don grows this fascinating plant,
Amorphophallus titanum, in his
greenhouse in west Houston.
He purchased the corm when it
weighed about 10 lbs, on Ebay
four years ago.
Reportedly sporting the largest
unbranched inflorescence in
existence, the so-called “corpse
flower” produces its enormous
flowering spike when the underground corm (sort of a storage
root) has accumulated enough
resources after years of growth.
The corm of this particular plant
weighs about 20 pounds. The
corm of the museum’s “Lois,”
was about 10 pounds heavier
when it bloomed.
For those wanting to try their
luck at growing an Amorphophallus titanum, Ghiz suggests putting a bulb/corm in a
tub about 50% larger in diameter than the corm being planted,
in potting soil with good drainage (as the corm grows it will
need a larger and larger pot).

Ghiz planted his plant in Miracle
-Gro potting soil with moisture
control. He keeps it well watered, even in dormancy, and as
warm as possible in the winter.
Most years the plant produces
just one huge branched leaf that
looks like a small tree, and in
large plants can reach 12 feet or
so. Each year the leaf dies back
to the ground, while the corm
gets bigger. This year, as his
plant began to emerge from
dormancy, Ghiz applied Orchid
Bloom Booster fertilizer (11-3515). Due to the corm’s size,
perhaps helped by the extra
fertilizer, the plant is not producing a giant leaf but instead
the rare, single flowering stalk—
which will be enormous, colorful and, yes, stinky.
When not nurturing his Amorphophallus titanum, Ghiz tends
his large collection of orchids.
He is an orchid judge accredited
by the American Orchid Society, and serves on the organization’s Board of Trustees and
Executive Committee. He is
also active in the Houston Orchid Society in which he has
held numerous leadership positions.
Ghiz’s plant will be in the Butterfly Center for the duration of
it’s blooming period. □

HOS Display at the Galveston Bay Orchid Society Show
By Rick Hepler, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale
I would like to thank everyone
involved not only in the GBOS
show but the HOS show as well
with building the Houston plant
displays. In each case all folks
involved took a vague idea from
my head and turned into a master piece! It goes without saying,
I could not have done it alone. It
took genuine support and loveof-the-hobby people working as
a well oiled machine to pull off
not one but TWO AOS trophies!!! Thank you one and all.

The Houston Happenings

Page 5

The 2016 Houston Orchid Society
37th Consecutive Summer Workshop
August 5 and 6, 2016
Lectures and workshops about orchids
Jerabek Athletic Center Room 202
University of St. Thomas
4000 Mt. Vernon St.
Houston, Texas 77006 [Montrose Area]
John Stubbings Co-Chair (832) 693-8140 JDStubbings@comcast.net
Dennis Tomjack Co-Chair (713) 703-2351 dtomjack@hotmail.com

Again this workshop will address timely topics and much more in a series of lectures and breakout
sessions. Mark your calendar now and send your registration to attend this extraordinary weekend
dedicated to your favorite plant orchids. Street parking is free. The covered parking garage next to
Crooker is EXACT CHANGE $2.00. Hotel list will be provided on enquiry.
The workshop is a must whether you are a novice intermediate or advanced grower. You will:






Learn about a wide variety of orchids
Discover how to use science to help you produce higher quality plants
Get the answers to Orchid culture questions
Have the opportunity to meet with top growers and purchase new plants

Come and hear the lectures:
Fred Clarke - Catasetums
Ron McHatton- Insects and Orchids
Nina Rach - TBA
Plus your choice of Breakout Sessions:
Fred Clarke – Catasetum culture tips
Ron McHatton- Continue on pest controls
Nina Rach
TBA – Repotting demonstration
Rick Hepler – Growing Paphiopedilums
Linda Fries - Dendrobiums
View a display of some of the newest and best Orchids:
You will see orchids for sale in the vendor area, the auction tables and for judging. Everyone attending is invited to enter plants for
AOS judging. Plant entry is Friday till 5:00 PM, judging starting at 6:00 PM
Attend the Preview Reception Friday Night and Bid on Auction Items:
Attend the Friday evening reception and have the first opportunity to meet our speakers and to purchase plants. Mingle with all participants in a festive atmosphere with Hors d’ Oeuvres, and bid on a variety of Silent Auction items. Then enjoy dinner at any of the nearby fine restaurants.
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June Tips and Musings– Companions and Enemies –Cherish and Attack
By Laurie Skov

The dry sheaths on Cattleyas and the many
crevices in our Tolumnia are prime hiding places for these enemies. Blast them/drench them.
There is some sadistic satisfaction in blasting off
the scale and their homes.

The bromeliad clump in the foreground gives
direct sun protection to the orchids behind and
also adds year-round color to the greenhouse.

Fresh off the spring marathon of
orchid Shows I reflect on the
joys that we orchid lovers
share. The rush from seeing the
great plants and displays; the joy
of adding that special new plant
to our collections; the satisfaction from a ribbon, trophy, or
award.
There is also joy in
witnessing the comradery –
Society members pulling together to create the displays.
Friends, companions, spouses,
joining in to help. The thought,
planning, and work that went
into making it all happen – the
Show Chairs, the hospitality
teams, clerks, judges… Sheila
and I always enjoy fellowship
with other vendors. We always
end feeling warm and reenergized.
We all enjoy having friends and
companions, receiving not only
joy from them but also learning.
Most ‘plant’ people enjoy the
variety that the plant world has
to offer and sharing learned
success tips. Many of the HOS
members are also members of
the Fern, Begonia, and Bromeliad Society to name a few – not
a coincidence that both the Fern
and Bromeliad Societies place
meeting notices in the Happenings. I have learned tips from
all of these Societies, e.g., using
Gorilla Glue from ‘bromeliads’ to
secure mountings.
Consider
joining one of these Societies.
I think orchids also benefit from
companions.
In their natural
environment Orchids are usually accompanied by ferns, bromeliads, aroids, and begonias. I
also enjoy having these companion plants in my greenhouse.
The ferns, anthuriums, and begonias offer an understory of
beautiful foliage and benefit the
orchids by adding winter humidity. My sun loving, stoloniferous
bromeliads (they form chained
clumps) add year-round color
and serve as living sun screen
for the orchids. Consider add-

ing these to your growing areas.
Our orchids also have
‘companions’ that are serious
enemies. Some tips on combating one of the biggest and devastating – Scale. Printed in red
because they suck the life blood
from many orchids. Like many
enemies, scale uses stealth to
hide their evil ways, hiding under dry sheaths and notches in
our plants. A spring ritual of
mine is to put a jet nozzle on
the hose and go to each of my
cattleyas to blast off the dry
sheaths from the developed
pseudo bulbs. (Take care not to
hit the new growth.) After jetting, a total submersion into a
bucket of Orthene water
(powder sold as fire ant killer)
to kill the crawlers. A second
and third drenching, each a
week apart, helps to kill residual
hatchings. A related tip: I keep
a spray bottle of Orthene solution at my Tolumnia growing
area. I’ve learned the hard way
that even an invisible scale invasion will kill these susceptible
plants. For preventive maintenance, I mist the Tolumnia with
the solution every two weeks. I
read with dismay a suggestion in
an Orchid Digest article to consider discarding an infected
plant – Do not give up! The
enemy can be defeated!
The Lafayette Orchid Show is
June 11-12. Hope to see you all
there for further comradery.
The Houston Bromeliad Society
will be hosting the 2016 World
Bromeliad Conference this June
13-19. I recommend attending.
The World Orchid Conference
will be in Ecuador next year –
an opportunity to get not only
an orchid fix, but also aroids,
anthurium, and ferns.
Keep your friends close and
your enemies at bay.□
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Houston Judging Center
By Don Maples, Photos by Marilyn Holloway
The rain held for the judges on
May 21st, at least until later in
the day! It was a good day for
awards. 9 orchids were entered
and two were awarded. Jay
Balchan’s Paph. Shin-Yi Angel
received an HCC of 77 points
(Photo at right). Linda Fries’
Paph. Greyi, (photos below)
received a CCM of 82 points for

a really well-grown plant.
The judges will be traveling to
New Orleans, 6 June for the
New Orleans Orchid Society
Show at the Lakeside Mall in
Metarie. Also, the judges will
return to Louisiana on 10 June
for the Acadian Orchid Society
Show at the Ira Nelson Horticulture Center.

REFRESHMENT CORNER
The Refreshment Committee had 4 people sign up to bring snacks for the
June HOS meeting. If anyone else would like to bring snacks please do.
Thanks to Sara Bentley, Melissa Dwan, Dave Hunt, Rupa Kota,Yvonne Kwan,
Denise Mitchell, Reva Raschke, Winnie Yap and anyone else who brought
snacks to the May meeting.
Thanks,
Margaret Mahoney & Denise Mitchell
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June 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2 7:30 PM

Fri

Sat

3

4

HOS Meeting

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18 HJC
Judging

19 2:00 PM 20

21

22

26

23

Newsletter

24

25

Content is Due

Newcomers

27

28

29

Newcomers Group Meeting
By Kar Chong

30

Upcoming AOS Webinars:

We had 13 newcomers attended May meeting at Jay Balchan’s place. Jay showed us how to grow Bulbophyllum as
well as his Cattleya. A big thanks to Jay for donating a lot of
orchid divisions to newcomers group, we will be raffling
them out throughout the next few meetings. Next meeting
will be at Rick Hepler’s house and we will be learning how
to grow Paph. & Phrags. from Rick.

Raffle Table
By Elayne Duncan & Sarah Bentley
Again this month we will have plants donated from the HOS
Orchid Show and Millers Tropicals of Texas. Raffle tickets
can be purchased using cash, credit card or check. Wear you
HOS Badge and receive your bonus tickets for it and one for
attendance. You also get bonus tickets for bring in your 10
Box Tops for Education and five bonus tickets for first time
attendees. Hope to see you in June!

Greenhouse Chat
With Ron McHatton, Tuesday June 14, 2016
8:30pm-9:30pm EDT

North American Orchid Conservation
With Sandra Svoboda, Tuesday June 21, 2016
8:30pm-9:30pm EDT

The Houston Happenings

Upcoming Events
June 3-5
New Orleans Orchid Society Show & Sale
Lakeshide Shopping Center
Metairie, LA

June 11-12
Acadian Orchid Society Short Course
Ira Nelson Horticulture Center
Lafayette, LA

July 8-10
Baton Rouge Orchid Society Show and Sale
LSU Burden Conference Center
Baton Rouge, LA

August 5-6
Houston Orchid Society’s 37th Annual Summer
Workshop
Jerabeck Center, Univ. of St. Thomas
Houston, TX
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs
Officers
President
VP - Speakers
VP - Shows
VP - Membership
Treasurer
Recording Secretary
Past President

Chairs
Conservation
Display Table
Exhibits
Guest Hospitality
Happenings Editor
Intermediate Group
Newcomers Group
Parliamentarian
Photography
Plant Raffle
Refreshments
Silent Auction
Spring Show
Summer Workshop

October 19-23
2nd Annual International Orchid Show & Sale at
The Huntington in conjunction with the AOS
Fall Members Meeting
The Huntington Library, Art Collection and Botanical Gardens
San Marino, CA

Fr. Ted Baenziger
Tom Durrett
Derek Lowenstein & Rick Hepler
Natalie Robillard
Bill Bartlett
Elayne Duncan
Mary Gunn

Webmaster

Dave Hunt
Derek Lowenstein
Rick Hepler
Denise Mitchell
Susan Dally
Lee Rowell
Kar Chong & Winnie Yap
Calvin Starr
Malcolm McCorquodale
Elayne Duncan & Sara Bentley
Margaret Mahoney
Frank & Cherie Lee
Holly Miller, John Stubbing &
Tom Durrett
John Stubbings & Dennis
Tomjack
Tom Durrett

Directors - Two Year Term
Jay Balchan
Sarah Bentley
Kar Chong
Susan Dally

Don Ghiz
Holly Miller
Stephen Moffitt
Carolyn White

Directors - One Year Term
October 21-23
Shreveport Orchid Society Show and Sale
Shreveport, LA
Contact: Mary Mancini

Amy Colviller
Marvin Gerber

Calvin Starr

Representatives
AOS Representative
IPA Representative
ODC Representative
SWROGA Directors

Don Ghiz
Fr. Ted Baenziger
TBA
Sandy Stubbings &
Laurie Skov
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World Bromeliad Conference XXII
Bromeliads – TEXAS Style
Westin Galleria Hotel
5060 West Alabama
Houston, Texas 77056

Show and Sale
Friday

June 17

9 AM – 5 PM

Saturday June 18

9 AM – 4 PM

