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The Houston Happenings 

Please Welcome:  

 

Katherine Brown 

 

Who has  

re-joined HOS 

after an absence 

of several years. 

Time for all HOS members to have a fun weekend! 
 

Come to your show! 
You can see hundreds and hundreds of great orchids. You will also see 

many beautiful and creative displays of orchids. And you can buy orchids to 

add to your collection. If you bring your orchids for show in your own dis-

play or in the HOS display you may win ribbons or trophies.  

And finally you can put your skills to work helping the Houston Orchid So-

ciety in many different ways. Did I mention this is an orchid show, the only 

one in Houston this year? 
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Presidents Post 
By Fr. Ted Baenziger, President, Photos by Ted Baenzigar 

April Program:  Nile Dusdierker: “The Dunes and the Mist, The Sanctuary and the 

Ledges - Orchids Of Southern Brazil” 
By Tom Durrett, VP-Speakers 

Ah, April! We can divide the 

month into two parts. First the 

SHOW! Then the afterglow. 

Let’s start with The HOS an-

nual Show and Sale at the 

Natural History Museum. 

March 31 is the initial set up 

date, but the real work for us 

begins Friday, April 1. The ex-

hibitors, the volunteers, the 

visitors, the sales, the judging…, 

all of this is very exciting. Don’t 

miss it! Volunteers get free 

parking, remember. 

Clerking is especially rewarding 

because you get to see orchids 

up close and help out for the 

ribbon judging, even helping to 

decide the trophies. Usually, 

there are five ribbon teams, 
each with two or more clerks, 

so you can show up and get on 

a team. It’s fun, informative and 

very satisfying, and you will 

know you have provided a sig-

nificant service for others. Try 

to be there early, around 5 p.m. 

Even if you are not on the re-

freshment team, you can bring 

food for the droves of volun-

teers and exhibitors. Please 

label what you bring; we need 

food for Friday, Saturday, and 

Sunday. Also offer your services 

for people who have questions 

or just want to take some pic-

tures. Saturday and Sunday you 

can show off your ribbons to all 

the visitors, have your selfie or 

group photo. Send them to the 

Happenings. We’ll have an al-

bum in the May edition, for 

sure! And then, what better way 

to spend the weekend than with 

us orchid lovers and our favor-

ite plants? Oh, and we’ll need 

your help and brawn for the 

takedown at 4 pm Sunday. If you 

have a wheeled cart, so much 

the better. 

The afterglow. I love parties 
that end with happy conversa-

tions about everything that has 

happened: the funny, the acci-

dental, the proud and yes, the 

humbling events of the extrava-

ganza. Our meeting in April is 

the Thursday after the Show, 

and we will share many experi-

ences, I’m thinking. Bring those 

orchids that started blooming 

too late for April 1, bring your 

Our speaker on April 7 will be 

Nile Dusdieker.  Nile is a re-

tired gastroenterologist living in 

North Liberty, Iowa. He and his 

wife grow over 900 orchids in a 

greenhouse atop their third 

garage with all the orchids going 

outside to a pergola in the sum-

mer. 

Nile is a certified AOS Judge 

and has presented posters, 

presentations and webinars in 

the US and internationally at the 

WOC and Australian Orchid 

Council National Conventions. 
He and his wife are known lo-

cally as the ‘orchid snoops’ be-

cause everywhere they go they 

like to look for and learn more 
about orchids. Nile likes to visit 

orchid societies and share his 

passion for orchid growing. 

More about Nile’s presentation 

can be found on page 4. 

  

Nile Dusdierker 

HOS member and Student Judge, Den-

nis Tomjack, with a winner Cattleya  
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March Plant Table 
By Derek Lowenstein, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale 

Presidents Post-Continued 
 

awarded plants, and be pre-

pared to thank and praise many 

people, especially Holly, Mary, 

Richard, Tom, and the whole 

group of volunteers. 

But there’s more! Afterglows, 

like the ribbons and other 

awards can give us remem-

brances, but we also have to 

take care of the orchids, groom 

them, repot them, stake them, 

get them happily growing and 

blooming in the glorious month 

of April. Let them grow and 

glow. Enjoy. 

Here is a happy picture I took at 

the World Orchid conference 

in Singapore. The flower is 

Ionopsis urticulalioides, the 

admirer is unknown, but obvi-

ously enchanted. 

I’m looking for volunteers to 

man (woman?) the booth for 

the Houston Home and Garden 

Show at the G.R. Brown Cen-

ter, April 15-17. I need about 8 

persons, and I know many of us 

are really busy, but it’s an occa-

sion to talk about orchids with 

new people. Please e-mail me if 

interested, at ejb@stthom.edu.  

Our involvement with the Mer-

cer Center, North of Houston, 

is ongoing. We will keep you 

posted on this exciting adven-

ture in orchids: they want to 

erect an orchid greenhouse! 

And they want us to be part of 

the planning. I’ll be talking with 

y’all about his great opportunity.
   

Hybrid Winner: 

 Paphiopedilum Leeanum  

(Paph insigne x Paph spicerianum)  

presented by Judith Neufeld 

Species Winners: Maxilaria sanguinea presented 

by Stephen Moffitt  

 

mailto:ejb@stthom.edu
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The Dunes 

and 

The Mist 

 

The Sanctuary 

and 

The Ledges 
 

Nile and Lois 

Dusdieker went to 

southern Brazil in 

late Fall last year and 

saw ‘lots’ of orchids 

in varied locations. 

Nile is our guest 

speaker in April and 

will present a pro-

gram on this trip. 

Can you match the 

orchids shown below 

with the appropriate 

habitat above? 

Come to our meeting and learn how these varied orchids ‘live’ in nature. 

Bring a friend as all are welcome! Orchids pictured: above left top - Epid. 

Fulgens D, below- Gomesa blanchettii S, middle Prosthechea vespa L, right 

top C. (Soph.) mantiquierea M, middle- C. intermedia D, and bottom C. 

kleiberi L (previously rupicolous Laelia) Answers - bolded letters are first 

letter of habitat above. Photos by Nile D.  
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April Tips and Musings 
By Laurie Skov 

Divide and Conquer 
Seems we are hearing a lot 

about divisiveness in news to-

day.  For this article I’m not 

referring anything political, ra-

ther the topic of considerations 

to take when dividing our 
plants. 

As this is the time that many of 

our plants are asking to be re-

potted (see my March Tips), it is 

also the time we need to con-

sider what we want from our 

plant and the risks/rewards of 

attempting to grow it to speci-

men size. 
We all like to see a large 

‘specimen’ plant, even better, 

full of blooms.  It demonstrates 

that the grower knows and 

meets, even exceeds, the cultur-

al requirements of the plant.  

There is even the possibility for 

the grower to receive a CCM, 

Certificate of Cultural Merit, an 

AOS award given to the grow-

er, not the plant.  Wow!  
The risks in attempting to grow 

a specimen also need to be 

understood.  My experience is 

that the biggest risk is experi-

encing the dreaded rot. – pseu-

do bulbs turning into pseudo 

blobs.  The (Golden Rule #1) in 

orchid culture is maintaining 

good air circulation. Why?  

Most of our plants are aerides 

i.e. they grow in nature attached 

to trees/rocks where their 

roots are exposed to air move-

ment.  Even our terrestrials 

grow in very loose detritus 

where their roots are afforded 

some air.  If we pot our orchids, 

as the plant and pot get bigger 

and bigger, it becomes increas-

ingly more difficult to maintain 

good air space in the center of 

the plant and affording the plant 

an opportunity to ‘dry’ between 

watering.  (Golden Rule #2, 

except for paphs )  It becomes 

almost impossible to get the 

center of a really big pot to dry 

without the extremities become 

too desiccated.  Observe that 

the Molly Tyler Cattleya in the 

photo is planted in a large 

wooden basket.  Even with this, 

and planting in porous tree fern 

chunks, I found it impossible to 

allow the center portion to dry 

before the outer growing seg-

ments needed water. – This 

brings out another compound-

ing issue.  Most of our plants 

grow outward toward the edges 

of our pot.  The inner/older 

segments are much more prone 

to rot. 

I mentioned last month that it is 

possible to top-cut a mature, 

leggy Vanda.  As Vandas grow 

old, even the best grower is 

struck with the likelihood of 

seeing lower leaf-loss in his 

collection.  This is familiar/

analogous to us ‘old guys’ losing 

hair.  It can be accelerated by 
stress in humans and, with our 

orchids, by exposure to cold 

and low humidity in our winters.  

Here is a TIP to follow if you 

want to keep the large plant in 

one piece rather than top cut-

ting:  As with the top-cutting 

process, remove all the dead 

leaf bracts back to the stem. 

Then position the plant horizon-

tally on some form of rack 

where the roots can hang down 

while the plant retains a hori-

zontal position (light from 

above).   Often, not always, the 

plant will develop new growth 

points along the bare stem.  

This yields the possibility for 

you to have several growths for 

blooming and gives you the 

chance down-the-road to divide 

the plant if you so choose. 

Well ‘size matters’ as they say, 

but it comes with risks as well 

as rewards.  And remember 

that for most of the AOS 

awards the judges are consider-

ing individual flowers where size 

is only one of many criterion for 

award ability.  In AOS award 

criterion, plant size is only sig-

nificant for CCM Awards and 

flower size has a weight of only 

10% for other awards. 
While speaking of size matters, 

as it is Show/Buy time for us, 

remember that when looking to 

purchase a Phragmipedium you 

may want to spend extra for the 

A ‘specimen’ Cattleya Molly Tyler.  How things grow up! 

– Russell now has two boys of his own. 

A very leggy 15 year old Ascocenda Piswong laid horizon-

tally in the upper greenhouse grew many offshoots.  The 

plant isn’t pretty, but offshoot growths could be divided 

off main stem. 

Some plants are easier to grow into large specimens. 

This is Epicat Cerina.  Note the small pot for the big 

plant.  Most Dendrobiums can grow to large plants in 

small pots as they like to be pot bound.  What is not visi-

ble in the photo are the many holes in the terracotta pot 

that serve to improve air circulation into the roots and 

allow the roots to dry more evenly between watering.  

Large plants do much better in terracotta pots as these 

dry much faster than plastic. 

larger plant as this genera usual-

ly takes many years to reach 

blooming size.  Size really mat-

ters here for us older growers.     
A side note ‘happening’ for me: 

This week we had a neighbor 

Dad and his young son over to 
the house and the boy was 

looking at the blooming Paphs 

on Sheila’s kitchen window.  He 

said they looked like “slippers”.  

Wow!□ 
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This past February, my husband 

and I had the fun experience of 

attending the 64th annual Pacific 

Orchid Exposition in San Fran-

cisco.  This is purported to be 

the largest orchid show in the 

country with over 150,000 or-

chids and 50 plus orchid related 

vendors.  In addition to the 

expected society and vendor 

displays and judging, there were  

silent auctions, potting demon-

strations, horticultural talks by 

expert growers along with food 

and live music. 

The event was held, as it is eve-

ry February, at Fort Mason Cen-

ter’s Festival Pavilion.  

The displays were really spec-

tacular as was the shopping 
experience.  Many of the or-

chids for sale were not suited 

for our hot climate, but with so 

many plants for sale, there were 

plenty of warm/hot growing 

treasures to find. 

Many of my favorite vendors 

were there including Andy’s 

Orchids, CalWest Tropical 

Supply, Ecuagenera, Gold Coun-

try Orchids,  and H&R Nurse-

ries.   

There was plenty or orchid art 

and jewelry for sale along with 

orchid supplies and some non-

orchid plants. 

All of this  was accompanied by 

the sound of live music punctu-

ated by a loud bang every now 

and again whenever the repot-

ting booth chopped a large cym-

bidium apart with a machete. 

In addition to the show, my 

husband and I enjoyed visiting 

with friends, eating at some 

great restaurants, and seeing 

some interesting places. I have 

to say we had a great time and I 

came away with some nice or-

chid treasures and great memo-

ries. 

If you have not been to the 

POE, I encourage you to go. San 

Francisco is always a fun place 

to visit.  

If you go, there are direct flights 

on Southwest into Oakland. 

The Pacific Orchid Exposition (POE) - An Orchid Shopper’s Paradise 
By Susan Dally, Photos by Susan & David Dally 

Also, my advice is not to rent a 

car as traffic is worse than Hou-

ston (ranked 2nd worst in the 

nation) and parking is horrible 

everywhere. You can expect to 

pay about $50 per night to park 

a car at a hotel. However, San 

Francisco being the birth place 

of Uber, makes getting around 

very easy. Our average wait for 

an Uber ride was no more than 

about 2 minutes. It was really 

nice to leave all the traffic and 

parking hassles to someone 

else.□ 

Above from top:  The Festival Pavilion at Fort 

Mason (lower right building) with the Golden 

Gate bridge in the background; Inside the 

POE; Cymbidiums were everywhere in this 

show as they grow so well in California. 

Above top:  Very large spec-

imens of Dendrobium speci-

osum and it’s hybrids where 

on display and for sale.  

Alas, too big to bring back 

on a plane!; A beautiful Cal-

anthe vestita 



 

The Houston Judging Center did 

not award any orchids on Satur-

day. Ten judges traveled to 

Houma, LA on the 12th to judge 

the Terrebonne Orchid Society 

Show. There was one orchid 

awarded. Phal. KS Super Zebra 

belonging to Larry Hennessey 

Houston Judging Center 

By Don Maples 

Page 7 The Houston Happenings 

REFRESHMENT CORNER 
The Refreshment Committee had 12 people sign up to bring snacks for the 

April HOS meeting.  If anyone else would like to bring snacks please do. 

Thanks to Lily Chang, Eve Fewel, Steve Fox, Mary Gunn, Rupa Kota, Elayne 

Kouzounis, Claudia Ludwig, Denise Mitchell, Stacey Pauley, Reva Raschke, 

Sandra Stubbings, Carolynne White, Winnie Yap and anyone else who 

brought snacks to the March meeting. 

Thanks, 

Margaret Mahoney & Denise Mitchell 

received an HCC of 77 points. 

The AOS Show Trophy was 

awarded to the Calcasieu Or-

chid Society for their exhibit 

‘Cosmos of Orchids’. It also 

received a Silver Certificate for 

high points. HOS member Judith 

Neufeld was present at the 

Saturday judging to share her 

news about her AOS Special 

Award, the Jasen Award,  for 

the best Stanhopea for 2015. 

The Judging Center is looking 

forward to the Houston Orchid 

Society Show this week. See 

you there! 

The POE-Continued 

Right & far Right: A large Wardian case filed with 

Masdevallias, Draculas and other orchids that  

needed high humidity to survive the show. 

Below starting at left: A display of Lycastes;  An 

open Wardian case; A greenhouse display with  

azalias displayed! (Not allowed in our shows); A 

fountain of Phalaenopsis. 
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Millers Tropicals  of Texas will be providing our beautiful 

orchids for this month. Raffle tickets can be purchased 

using cash, credit card or check. Be sure and pick up your 

bonus tickets for wearing your badge and bringing in your 

10 box tops for education and five tickets or first time 

attendees. See you in April. 

Newcomers Group Meeting 

By Kar Chong 

Thank you Susan Dally for hosting the March Newcomers 

meeting. We had 7 newcomers who attended and got to 

see Susan's unique greenhouse and rain water collection 

system. We also worked on re-potting orchids donated by 

Marvin Gerber, and everybody went home with 2 to 3 

happily re-potted Cattleyas.  

The April meeting will be at Bill Bartlett's place. See you all 

then. 

Raffle Table 
By Elayne Duncan 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    
 

Show 

   Setup 

1Show Setup, 

 Judging 

2Show Open 

To Public 

3Show Open 

To Public 

4 5 6 7 7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 Houston 

Home & Garden 

Show (H&GC) 

16 HJC 

Judging;      

H&GC 

172:00 PM 

   Newcomers;  

      H&GC 

18 19 20 21Newsletter 

Content is Due 
22 23 

24 2:00 PM 

   Intermediate 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

April 2016 

Intermediate Group Meeting 

By Lee Rowell 

Our first meeting of the year will be held at Don Ghiz' 

home on Sunday, April 24th at 2:00pm.  We will learn how 

to manage your orchids in a greenhouse. 

This will be a treat for me as I have not been to Don's 

latest home. I have known him for many years, from his 

first greenhouse, then he built another attached to his 

house.  This will be such a treat to see the operations of 

his latest greenhouse. 

Knowing Don, this is a meeting that no one wants to 

miss!!! 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

Apr 2-3 

Houston Orchid Society Show and Sale 

“Orchids Around The World” 

Houston Museum of Natural Science 

See Ad page 12 

 

Apr 14-17 
2016 Spring AOS Members’ Meeting & Asheville 

Orchid Festival 

North Carolina Arboretum 

Ashville, NC 

http://www.wncos.org/2016-orchid-festival/ 

 

Apr 15-17 

Alamo Orchid Society Show 

San Antonio Garden Center, San Antonio, TX 

Contact: Eric Shepherd 

ecshepphd@aol.com 

 

Apr 23-24 

Heart Of Texas Orchid Society Show 

“Orchid Odyssey” 

Zilker Botanical Garden Center 

Austin, TX 

 

May 6-8 

Oklahoma Orchid Society’s  Show 

“A Symphony of Orchids” 

Biltmore Hotel & Convention  Center 

Oklahoma City, OK 

See Ad page 10 Details at swroga.org 

 

May 7-8 

Galveston Bay Orchid Society Show 

“A Celebration of Orchids” 

South Shore Harbor Resort & Conf. Center 

League City, TX 

 

June 3-5 

New Orleans Orchid Society Show & Sale 

Lakeshide Shopping Center 

Metairie, LA 

 

June 11-12 

Acadian Orchid Society Show & Sale 

Ira Nelson Horticulture Center 

Lafayette, LA 

Officers 
President Fr. Ted Baenziger 

VP - Speakers Tom Durrett 

VP - Shows  Derek Lowenstein & Rick Hepler   

VP - Membership Natalie Robillard 

Treasurer  Bill Bartlett 

Recording Secretary Elayne Duncan 

Past President Mary Gunn 

Chairs 
Conservation  Dave Hunt 

Display Table Derek Lowenstein 

Exhibits Rick Hepler 

Guest Hospitality Denise Mitchell 

Happenings Editor Susan Dally 

Intermediate Group Lee Rowell 

Newcomers Group  Kar Chong & Winnie Yap 

Parliamentarian Calvin Starr 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Elayne Duncan & Sara Bentley 

Refreshments Margaret Mahoney 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Holly Miller, John Stubbing & 

 Tom Durrett 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings &  Dennis 
Tomjack 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 
Jay Balchan Don Ghiz 

Sarah Bentley Holly Miller 

Kar Chong Stephen Moffitt 

Susan Dally Carolyn White 

Directors - One Year Term 
Amy Colviller Calvin Starr 

Marvin Gerber  

Representatives 
AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative TBA 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings & 

 Laurie Skov 

http://www.wncos.org/2016-orchid-festival/
mailto:ecshepphd@aol.com
swroga.org
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Learn More at swroga.org 

http://www.swroga.org/listofshows

