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The Houston Happenings 

A New Year has Begun, Time to Renew Your Membership 
By Natalie Robillard, VP-Membership 

Dues are $30 (single member-

ship) or $45 (family). Applica-

tion and dues can be mailed to 

Natalie, address shown on the 

Membership Application, or 

handed to her at the meeting. 

Not sure if you renewed y e t ? 

You can e m a i l Natalie at 

robillard.nat@gmail.com, or ask 

her at the meeting. Hurry up, 

only members who have paid by 

the February meeting will get 

their names in the 2016 Direc-

tory.  

January Program: Madagascar Forest Walks 
By Tom Durrett, VP-Speakers 

Our speakers on January 7th 

will be John Nelson and Tin-

Wein Yu. John and Tin founded 

Louisiana Orchid Connection in 

the summer of 2008 in Baton 

Rouge Louisiana.  The original 

business plan was to leverage 

Tin’s contacts in his native Tai-

wan to source orchid flasks, 

juvenile plants in glass contain-

ers, sought by orchid hobbyists 

in the US.  The first shipment of 

24 flasks arrived mostly broken 

and contents of the flasks that 

were not broken were so 

scrambled that they were not in 

a condition to offer to custom-

ers.  At that moment, is was 

obvious that the plan needed to 

change:  those baby orchids 
needed to be rescued from 

their containers and grown. 

Seven years later Louisiana Or-

chid occupies an acre and a 

third on property in central 

Baton Rouge and has more than 

ten thousand orchids under 

cultivation in several greenhous-

es with multiple micro climates 

and occupying more than 5,000 

square feet.  The business also 

has an active laboratory and 

several culture rooms.  That 

original business plan has been 

adapted:  flasks are now pre-

pared at the nursery and  Tin’s 

research laboratory expertise 

now is employed in cultivating 

orchid species and new hybrids 

that are offered as seedlings on 

t h e  f i r m ’ s  w e b  s i t e , 

www.laorchid.com, and at an 

eBay store. 

After completing is Bachelor’s 

Degree in Botany at Taiwan’s 

national university, Tin travelled 

to England to complete his 

Ph.D. at The John Innis Institute 

associated with East Anglia Uni-

versity.  His work was in micro-
bial genetics.  Tin was a part of 

the research faculty at The Uni-

versity of Washington and later 

Louisiana State University.   

After completing a liberal arts 

degree at the University of 

Utah, John has spent his career 

in food service, initially as a chef 

and then in food procurement 

and distribution.  Currently John 

maintains a part time consulting 

practice in food service supply 

chain management for emerging 

restaurant chains.  

Today, Louisiana Orchid main-

tains inventories of about 1000 

different species and hybrids, 

mostly from the tropical regions 

in Asia and Africa.  More re-

cently Tin and John travelled to 

Madagascar and have established 

a trading relationship with a 

local nursery in the capital city.  

Periodically plants are made 

available to those interested in 

these uncommon species.  Their 

visit is the subject of a talk titled 

Madagascar Forest Walks now 

offered to orchid societies. 

John Nelson &  

Tin-Wein Yu 

Louisiana Orchid Connection will be taking pre-orders in advance of 

the January meeting via their website www.laorchid.com 

mailto:robillard.nat@gmail.com?subject=HOS%20membership
http://www.laorchid.com
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Presidents Post 
By Fr. Ted Baenziger, President 

Is it snowing yet? Not in Hou-

ston, although it is January and 

we can expect some coolish 

temperatures.  15 or less on the 

Celsius scale (below 59 F). Have 

you thought about your ‘chids 

out there in the cold? Some of 

them like it, such as the nobile-

type Dendrobium; even the 

Phalaenopsis like cool nights 

(down to 13 C, 55F), since they 

respond by setting blooming 

spikes which will be in glorious 

bloom for our show on April 1. 

Most of our ‘chids are like us, 

on the other hand, and they 

start shivering as it gets cold 

and stop growing. Some can 

even expire of the cold, so 13 

C, or 53 F is about their limit. 
But have you thought about 

having orchids all winter 

long inside your residence? I 

love species orchids, and I have 

a Wardian case, made of double

-wall polyester, sitting on trays 

of stones that I keep constantly 

moist. You can do it; it’s easy! It 

is one meter long, about one 

meter high, and 50 cm wide, it 

took maybe $20 to make. I got 

some computer fans for air 

circulation, two T8 fluorescent 

fixtures on the top, with timers, 

Above: Paph. Sorcerer’s Star;  

Right: The Wardian Case 

and voilà!, a mini greenhouse at 

home for little blooming things. 

Other members have done it, 

so can you! Most especially 

now, with our January speaker 

bringing all sorts of interesting 

orchids to purchase. 

I n s i d e  m y  c a s e 

are Restrepia, Angraecum and Si

gmatostalyx (Oncidium with a 

swan-neck column), with 

a Masdevallia thrown in and a 

couple of Pleurothallid species. I 

love species because they are so 

challenging, but you can put 

anything less than 12” (up to 30 

cm) inside, where the high hu-

midity and constant tempera-

ture mean you can grow just 

about anything coming from the 
tropics. No heater, since it’s in 

the living room, and the only 

drawback I can see is the water-

ing, which can be tricky with 

expensive carpeting on the 

floor. I use rain water, which 

does not stain and which I col-

lect in buckets outside the 

apartment and schlep it in 

(watching out for mosquitoes 

which I control with just a wee 

bit of bleach). I pour it into a 

hand held sprayer, and then I go 

at it every day, wetting down 

everything. When I’m going to 

be gone for a few days I close 

the opening, which is on hinges, 

to keep the humidity high, oth-

erwise I leave it open. 

Most orchids need very little 

food, especially when mounted. 

Some source of non-urea nitro-

gen, calcium and magnesium 

(the latter in small quantities) 

will do the trick very well. If you 

use tap water, go easy on the 

fertilizer inside; it can build up 

to lethal quantities rather fast. A 

good shower in the bathroom 

can rinse off the most persistent 

salt buildup, however. No hot 

water, please. Also, watch out 

for softened water because it is 

deadly for plants. 

Of course, Phalaenopsis do very 

well without a case, so they are 

just outside of it in my apart-

ment, where humidity goes 
down to 30% during the day. I 

do not super-heat the room; it 

never gets above 24 C (75 F) 

and never lower than 18 C. 

(65). Some species require cool-

er temperatures to set blooms, 

s u c h  a s  D r a c u l a  a n d 

some Oncidium species. I leave 

them outside as long as possible. 

It is a great joy to have plants in 

the home, and it only takes a 

minimum of light, water and air 

circulation. Give it a try and let 

me know how you are doing. 

Oh, and may 2016 be the great-

est of growing years at your 

place, with many, many blessings 

for you and the ‘chids. 
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The HOS Board recognized 6 

long-time members for Merito-

rious Service to Houston Or-

chid Society. This is a new annu-

al award created by the Board 

which will be given to one or 

more members each year at the 

December meeting. All nomi-

nees must have been HOS 

members for at least 5 years, 

have served in an elected or 

volunteer position, and have 

performed above and beyond 

the norm in service to HOS. 

This year we recognized the 

following members for Meritori-

ous Service to Houston Orchid 

Society:  Jay Balchan, Bill Bart-

lett, Susan Dally, Claudia Lud-

wig, Stephen Moffitt and the 
Houston Judging Center.  We 

appreciate your service and 

contributions to the Houston 

Orchid Society.   

Meritorious Service Awards 
By Mary Gunn, Past President 

Susan Dally Jay Balchan Bill Bartlett 

Claudia Ludwig Stephen Moffitt 

Unfortunately, no group 

photo is available of the 

HJC. 

Congratulations to Judith Neufeld! 
 

Judith’s Stanhopia Assidensis 

‘Christine Bagsican’ which 

received an AM of 82 points in 

August of 2014, was elected to 

receive the Jasen Stanhopea 

Award. 

This is a monetary award given 

annually by the AOS Board of 

Trustees to the grower of the 

plant regarded as the most 

outstanding example, species 

or hybrid of the Stanhopea 

alliance. 
 

Photo by Malcolm McCorquodale 
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me know what’s happening in 

yours and tips you may have 

and I’ll pass it along in the 

column.  The picture shows 

some of our current blooming 

plants. TIPS: Observe when 

plants bloom – If you want a 

Fall bloomer, then buy one in 

bloom in the Fall.  The Mem-

ber’s Plant Table is great way 

to observe which season dif-

ferent plants bloom.  Also a 

good reason to visit Fall and 

Winter Shows.  Buy all your 

plants blooming at Spring 

Shows and you should not 

wonder why you have nothing 

blooming the rest of the year.  

You can also research the 

species/hybrid. Heredity and 
environment changes are 

biggest factors in determining 

when plants bloom.   

Where has the daylight gone?   

Well, it’s winter. It is critical 

that we understand that 

plants depend on sunlight, 

temperature (heat), and car-

bon dioxide for photosynthe-

sis, in-turn storing energy, and 

hence developing growth.  

Lower any of these variables 

and growth will slow or even 

stop.  And that is just what 

we are experiencing now with 

light and temperature drop-

ping. 

My degree is in Chemistry so 

bear with me and I’ll elabo-

rate a bit on the photosyn-

thesis reaction: 

Nearly all biochemical reac-

tions, including photosynthe-

sis, are catalyzed by rather 

delicate protein molecules 

called enzymes.  Cooling a 

biochemical reaction like 

enzyme catalyzed photosyn-

thesis decreases its rate.  In 

general, for about each 20 
degree drop in temperature, 

the rate of photosynthesis is 

cut by half.  Enzymes have a 

peak temperature where they 

work at optimum efficiency, 

but work less efficiency at a 

lower temperature (and very 

high temperatures can de-

stroy the enzymes). This ex-

plains why some plants stop 

growing in colder conditions 

or die in temperatures much 

higher than their natural hab-

itat.  

And consider the impact that 

CO2 concentration has on 

the rate of photosynthesis. 

The graph at left shows the 

rate (velocity) of the photo-

synthesis reaction with chang-

ing CO2 and O2 concentra-

tions.  

The graph shows that photo-

synthesis is not impacted be 

oxygen levels, but is highly 

dependent on carbon dioxide 

levels.  Worldwide atmospher-

ic CO2 concentration in 1900 

was about 300 ppm, is now 

about 400 ppm, and is steadi-

ly increasing (global warm-

ing).  Photosynthesis rate may 

nearly double by the end of 

this century if this trend con-

tinues.  Our plants may grow 

twice as fast. --Perhaps not 

(Continued on page 5) 

I was honored to be asked by 

Susan Dally to take Jay Bal-

chan’s space in the Happen-

ings.  Jay has done a great job 

for the past two years giving 

his tips and Susan has been 

responsible for pulling togeth-

er one of the Country’s best 

Society newsletters. KUDOS 

& THANKS to both.  With 

Susan’s ‘ok’ I am going to 

retitle the column to “Quick 

Tips and Musings” as I will 

have hard time keeping my 

personal ramblings out of the 

column.  And I must add the 

disclaimer that anything and 

everything I say may have a 

counter opinion.  That which 

works for me, may not work 
for you.  I would love to get 

input from members to add 

variety and other experiences 

to the ‘Musings’.  Just send 

m e  a  n o t e  a t  o r -

chids.tropicals@sbcglobal.net.  

Well here goes… 

Each month I’ll show or tell 

you what’s going on in my 

greenhouse.  Again, please let 

Quick Tips and Musings 
By Laurie Skov 
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Quick Tips - Continued 
 

all is bad re global warming??  

Anyway, I won’t live long 

enough to experience this.  

I use ceramic “PRO-COM” 

gas heaters to heat my green-

houses (Available at Northern  

Tool).  They’re inexpensive, 

come in a variety of sizes, 

thermostatically controlled, 

can use either natural gas or 

propane, (not vented, so even 

add CO2), do not emit the 

dreaded ethylene exhaust 

that is death to any bloom.  

Allowing outside air into the 

greenhouse is a MUST while 

using non- vented gas heaters 

as high levels of CO2 may be 

great for plants, but not good 

for humans.    
Finally, keeping our plants 

warm in winter with heaters is 

a positive for two variables in 

photosynthesis, however un-

less we have a very small 

growing area there is little we 

can do about lack of light. 

(There are growers that do 

use artificial light.) 

Knowing that our plants near-

ly stop growing in the winter 

because of the photosynthesis 

slowdown, we need to realize 

and adapt –cutting back on 

water, fertilizer, and our ex-

pectations.  Winter is a time 

for slowing down and smelling 

the flowers triggered by drop-

ping temperature and light.  

P.S. TIPS:  Buy yourself an 

infrared thermometer ($25) -  

A great tool for quickly get-

ting instant temp readings 

anywhere in the greenhouse, 

even on a pot or leaf surfac-

es.  MSA sells simple ethylene 

testers if you want to test for 

this bloom killer.  Install a few 

misters downstream of your 

heaters to offset the dehu-

midifying impact of the heat-

er and general low winter 

humidity.  Water and mist 

when we have a sunny blue-

norther’s as this is when hu-

midity is at its lowest.  Water-

ing heavily or too often now 

may turn your pseudobulbs 

into pseudoblobs. Always 

maintain good air movement.  

Merry Christmas and Happy 

New Year!  

Our Greenhouse 

Loads of Catts and a few Vandas blooming. 

Angraecum eburneium always opens at 

Christmas. Nobile Dendrobiums are losing 

leaves and Catasetums are nestled sleeping in 

their dry beds - dreaming of renewed spring 
growth I hope. 

Sheila and I wish you:  

Merry Christmas & 

Happy Growing New Year! 

A really great mister. They have a 

replaceable stainless steel filter. 

These are available from ‘Growers 

Supply’. My experience is really good. 

They create very fine mist and, best 

of all, do not plug. 

An infrared thermometer 

is a great tool for instant-

ly determining the tem-

perature any place in the 

Laurie and Sheila Skov are the owners of  

Orchids and Tropicals LLC 

Contact Laurie at : 

Orchids.tropicals@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:Orchids.tropicals@sbcglobal.net
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Stay-At-Home Orchid Wonders 
By Susan Dally 

I love December in the green-

house.  With unpredictable 

weather outside, it is wonderful 

to see and smell fabulous tropi-

cal blooms enhancing  the holi-

day cheer. 

Stacey & Luke Pauley sent in 

four photos this month.  Start-

ing at top left we have, Bl. 

Maikai ‘Louise; SLC. Golden 

Wax ‘Lonestar 2’; Den.  All 

Season Blue which Stacey says 

won a blue ribbon at our last 

show ; and at top center C. Hail 

Storm. 

Judith Neufeld sent in the next 

three photos, starting in the 

center: Renanthera ‘Red Drag-

on’; Rhynchostylis gigantea; and 

finally Coelogyne rochusserii. 

The final photo, bottom right is 

Lc. Breem’s Jenny Ann blooming 

in my solarium. This is a regular 

Christmas bloomer for me. 

I invite you to share your Stay-

At-Home Orchid Wonders with 

our members.  Please send your 

photos to me at edi-

tor@houstonorchidsociety.org. 

 

mailto:editor@houstonorchidsociety.org
mailto:editor@houstonorchidsociety.org
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Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale  

Even though this is the holiday 

season, the Houston Judging 

Center has been busy. On De-

cember 5th, the judges traveled 

to Lafayette to judge orchids at 

the Fifty-Fifth Annual Acadian 

Orchid Society Short Course. 

Two awards were granted. The 

first went to Clown Alley Or-

chids for Den. Miva Abracadab-

ra which received an AM of 82 

points. The second went to 

Meta Flanagin of Dyson, LA., for 

Phal. Ever Spring Prince which 

received an HCC of 77 points. 

At our monthly judging on the 

19th, four awards were granted. 

The first award, an HCC of 75 

points, went to Renee and 

Marvin Gerber for their C. Man-
go Spice. The second award 

went to Clown Alley Orchids 

for C. Lovely Toshie with an 

HCC of 75 points. The third 

award went to Renee and 

Marvin Gerber for their C. Pe-

tite Doll which received an 

HCC of 76 points. The last 

ward went to Frank Zachariah 

for his Cycd. Tiawan Gold 

which received an HCC of 79 

points. 

Every year the best orchids that 

have won an award are submit-

ted to the AOS Judging Com-

mittee and the best are selected 

for prestigious awards in their 

respective category. For 2014, 

Judth’s  Stanhopea was selected 

as the best example of the Stan-

hopea category. Please join us in 

congratulating Judith Neufeld 

who won the AOS National 

Award sponsored by Frank, Sr. 

and Elizabeth Jasen for her Stan-

hopea Assidensis which received 

an AM of 82 points in 2014. 

All the members of the Hou-

ston Judging Center wish you a 

very Happy Holiday and safe 

New Year. 
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In January we will start the new year having blooming or 

about to bloom plants from Orchid Express in the Heights. 

We are looking forward to another year of seeing our 

members win some wonderful orchids from our suppliers. 

Raffle tickets can be purchased using cash, check or credit 

card. Be sure and pick up your bonus tickets for wearing 

your badge, bringing  in your box tops for education and 

first time attendees.  

Newcomers Group Meeting 
By Kar Chong 

Happy new year!  I will be leading the newcomers group 

for 2016.  January's meeting will be at my place, please keep 

an eye for the email from HOS newcomers for further 

information. I will do my best to help all the newcomers on 

this exciting orchid growing journey! 

Raffle Table 
By Elayne Duncan 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      2 

3 4 5 6 7 7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 HJC 

Judging 

17 2:00 PM 

   Newcomers 

18 19 20 21Newsletter 

Content is Due 
22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

January 2016 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs 
Upcoming Events 

Jan. 29-31 

Gulf Coast Orchid Society Show 

Gautier Convention Center, Gautier, MS 

Contact Jo An Vaz 

joannvaz@bellsouth.net 

 

Feb 26-28 

64th Annual Pacific Orchid Exposition 

The Largest Orchid Show in the US 

Hosted by the San Francisco Orchid Society 

Festival Pavilion, Fort Mason, San Francisco, CA 

http://www.orchidsanfrancisco.org/poe.html 

See ad page 10 

 

Mar 11-13 

Atlanta Orchid Society Show 

Atlanta Botanical Garden, Atlanta GA 

Contact: Danny Lentz 

dblgongora@bellsouth.net 

 

Apr 2-3 

Houston Orchid Society Show and Sale 

“Orchids Around The World” 

Houston Museum of Natural Science 

See Ad page 10 

 

Apr 14-17 
2016 Spring AOS Members’ Meeting & Asheville 

Orchid Festival 

North Carolina Arboretum 

Ashville, NC 

http://www.wncos.org/2016-orchid-festival/ 

 

Apr 16-17 

Alamo Orchid Society Show 

San Antonio Garden Center, San Antonio, TX 

Contact: Eric Shepherd 

ecshepphd@aol.com 

 

May 7-8 

Galveston Bay Orchid Society Show 

“A Celebration of Orchids” 

South Shore Harbor Resort & Conf. Center 

League City, TX 

Officers 
President Fr. Ted Baenziger 

VP - Speakers Tom Durrett 

VP - Shows  Derek Lowenstein & Rick Hepler   

VP - Membership Natalie Robillard 

Treasurer  Bill Bartlett 

Recording Secretary Elayne Duncan 

Past President Mary Gunn 

Chairs 
Conservation  Dave Hunt 

Display Table Derek Lowenstein 

Exhibits Rick Hepler 

Guest Hospitality Denise Mitchell 

Happenings Editor Susan Dally 

Intermediate Group TBA 

Newcomers Group  Kar Chong & Winnie Yap 

Parliamentarian Calvin Starr 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Elayne Duncan & Sara Bentley 

Refreshments Margaret Mahoney 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Holly Miller, John Stubbing & 

 Tom Durrett 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings & Dennis 
Tomjack 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 
Jay Balchan Don Ghiz 

Sarah Bentley Holly Miller 

Kar Chong Stephen Moffitt 

Susan Dally Carolyn White 

Directors - One Year Term 
Amy Colviller Calvin Starr 

Marvin Gerber  

Representatives 
AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative TBA 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings & 

 Lauri Skov 

mailto:joannvaz@bellsouth.net
http://www.orchidsanfrancisco.org/poe.html
mailto:dblgongora@bellsouth.net
http://www.wncos.org/2016-orchid-festival/
mailto:ecshepphd@aol.com
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January 2016 

Join us at the  
Clown Alley Orchids 

 

Beginner’s Class 
January 23 2:00 PM 

$40.00 includes a  
blooming plant!! 

2016 Pacific Orchid Exposition (POE) 
Feb. 26-28 Fort Mason , San Francisco 

Learn More 

http://www.orchidsanfrancisco.org/orchid-events/pacific-orchid-expo-poe/

