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The Houston Happenings 

Presidents Post 
By Mary Gunn, President 

As 2015 is coming to a close, it's 

time to reflect on the past year, 

acknowledge our successes, 

learn from our challenges, ap-

preciate our wonderful volun-

teers, and start planning for 

2016. This year is HOS's 70th 

anniversary, and we became the 

second Orchid Society to affili-

ate with AOS.  

HOS had a busy and productive 

year with many events - and a 

lot of volunteers who made it all 

happen. I want to take this op-

portunity to thank everyone 

who volunteered in so many 

ways for your participation, 

time, and generosity.  Many of 

our members in the Newcom-

er's Group have stepped up and 
been an important part of our 

volunteers this year.  

Be sure to attend our Decem-

ber meeting!  We will have our 

annual party with lots of great 

food, fun conversations - about 

orchids of course - and the 

annual Houston Judging Center 

auction.  Marvin will have a nice 

selection of orchids along with a 

number of orchids donated by 

HJC Judges. This is THE major 

fund-raising event of the year 

for Houston Judging Center, 

and you'll have the opportunity 

to add to your collections with 

both a live auction and a silent 

auction.  HJC is an integral part 

of the Houston Orchid Society 

and they contribute a lot of 

their time to judge our orchids 

and give out awards at both our 
Spring Show and every month at 

their meeting at Jerabeck Cen-

ter on the St. Thomas campus. 

We are fortunate to have a 

Judging Center so that we can 

enter orchids for judging locally 

and on a monthly basis.  Our 

thanks go out to HJC for their 

contributions to our members 

and to HOS.  Be sure to bring 

cash or a check so you can 

share in the fun and help sup-

port the Judging Center. 

Please help out the Membership 

team by renewing your 2016 

membership now. You can mail 

it in or give you payment to 

Natalie.  Be sure to fill out the 

application form, which is online 

only this year. 

See you at our December Par-

ty!  

Please Welcome New 

Member: 

 

Vivian Cardoso  

Holiday Party Time! 
Come help Celebrate HOS’s 70th Birthday 

Thursday December 3rd 

Food, Fun, Friends 

(bring your favorite dish to share) 

There will be live and silent auctions. 

 

 
 

Please do not bring plants as there will not be a plant table. 
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2016 Officers and Board Members 
By Holly Miller 

November Plant Table 
By Loren  Neufeld, Photos by Tom Durrett 

Hybrid Winner: C. Cecilia ‘Soul Patch’ 

Presented by Kar Chong 

2016 OFFICERS 
President:  Fr. Ted Baenziger 

VP Speakers and Programs:  Tom Durrett 

VP Shows: and Plant Table: Derek Lowenstein 

and Rick Hepler   

VP Membership:  Natalie Robillard 

Treasurer:  Bill Bartlett 

Recording Secretary:  Elayne Duncan 

At the November meeting, the 

recommended slate of officers 

and board members for 2015 

were elected by acclamation.  

They will take over their posi-

tions at the December meeting. 

For the complete list of board 

members and directors see last 

month’s newsletter. 

Species Winner: Rhyn. Coelestis 

Presented by an unknown HOS member 

2016 is Fast Approaching, Time to Renew Your Membership! 
By Natalie Robillard, VP Membership 

The application/Renewal 

form can now be completed 

o n l i n e :   h t t p : / /

houstonorchidsociety.org/

membership.html.  The dues 

( $30 for a single member-

ship or $45 for a family) can 

be paid by cash, check or 

credit card at the meeting.  

PLEASE FILL OUT THE MEMBERSHIP  

RENEWAL FORM ONLINE.  THEN BRING 

YOUR DUES PAYMENT TO THE MEETING 

http://houstonorchidsociety.org/

membership.htm 

You may also mail a check to Natalie 

Make check out to HOS 

http://houstonorchidsociety.org/membership.html
http://houstonorchidsociety.org/membership.html
http://houstonorchidsociety.org/membership.html
http://houstonorchidsociety.org/membership.htm
http://houstonorchidsociety.org/membership.htm
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Margaret Mahoney and Elayne 

Duncan were honored as Vol-

unteers of the Month.  They are 

still in Newcomer’s and have 

already served as Chairpersons 

for HOS – Margaret as Refresh-

ments Chairperson and Elyane 

as the Raffle Chairperson.  Their 

energy and enthusiasm is a great 

addition to HOS, and they have 

done an outstanding job this 

year. Thank you!  

Volunteer of the Month 
By Mary Gunn, Photos by Tom Durrett 

Margaret Mahoney Elayne Duncan 

Don’t Miss the Next AOS  

Webinar: 
 

Wednesday, Dec. 2 

8:30 PM—9:30 PM EST 
 

Greenhouse Chat,  

a Q&A session on how to 

care for your orchids. 
 

With Ron McHatton, 

American Orchid Society 

Director of Education 

Register Now 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5877252858402932226
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into chemical energy in 

the form of sugars and 

starches. 

 Using Food. Your plants 

consume their energy 

reserves in a process 

known as respiration. 

The food reserves of 

sugars and starches are 

used to maintain existing 

tissue as well as pro-

duce new growths, flow-

ers and seeds. 

Orchids by Night. At 

night, photosynthesis stops 

but growth and respiration 

continue drawing on the en-

ergy reserves created during 

the day. Respiration occurs 

more quickly at higher tem-

peratures than at lower tem-

peratures. At lower tempera-

tures, it is possible for the 

energy consumption to be 

less than energy production, 

allowing the plant to store 

energy for future use, includ-

ing flowering. If night temper-

atures are too high, food is 

used faster than it can be 

made so growth is poor and 

orchids either do not flower 

or they flower poorly. 

Providing Lower Nighttime 

Temperatures. Providing 

cooler nighttime tempera-

tures can be problematic if 

you’re growing indoors in a 

climate controlled environ-

ment. Probably the best alter-

native is a programmable 

thermostat or manually turn-

ing the thermostat down at 

night. Orchids growing by a 

bright window will be a few 

degrees warmer during the 

day from solar gain and or-

chids growing by an open 

window may be a few de-

grees cooler at night in win-

ter. Where possible, you can 

provide lower nighttime tem-

peratures if you grow your 

orchids outdoors or on a 

screened porch during the 

warm season. 

Flower Induction by Night 

Time Chilling. Many orchids 

require a significant day night 

temperature difference to 

induce flowering. Phals re-

quire a 15 degree drop in 

nighttime temperatures for 

two or three weeks to initiate 

their flower spikes and cym-

bidiums and dendrobiums 

can require an even larger 

temperature difference. Den. 

crumenatum is an interesting 

species that opens all its 

blooms simultaneously 8 or 9 

days after a thunderstorm, 

(Continued on page 5) 

Did you ever wonder why all 

the books say that many or-

chids need a 10 to 20 degree 

drop in temperature from day 

to night? Lower nighttime 

temperatures are critical for 

good growth and flowering 

because there must be a 

proper balance between pho-

tosynthesis and respiration 

for a plant to bloom well. 

Orchids by Day. During 

the day, your plants are 

busy: 

 Making Food. Your 

plants are busy using 

solar energy in a pro-

cess called photosynthe-

sis. Light is absorbed by 

the chlorophyll in the 

chloroplasts and the 

carbon dioxide absorbed 

by the plant is converted 

Why Do Orchids Need a Drop in Nighttime Temperatures?  
By Sue Bottom 

During the day, your orchids are busy converting light energy into chemical 

energy via photosynthesis, using the available light, carbon dioxide, water and 

nutrients.  
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Nighttime Temperatures-Continued 
 

some believe as a result of 

the cooling effect of the evap-

oration of rainwater. 

Zygopetalums Crave 

Cooler Nights. I have long 

loved zygopetalums with 

their bluishpurple, green and 

bronze flowers and incredible 

fragrance, although they 

have tended to be very short 

lived in my care. I’ve tried 

growing them in a wide varie-

ty of light conditions and 

potting mixes. Knowing that 

they like cooler conditions 

than we have in St. Augus-

tine, I tried the old grower’s 

trick of growing them in 

sphagnum moss in a clay pot 

dropped in a second clay pot 

to keep them a little cooler 

from the water evaporating 

from the porous clay. They 

grew better, but still strug-

gled. I was telling Fred Clarke 

of Sunset Valley Orchids my 

tale of woe and he told me to 

get them out of the 

greenhouse and under the 

shade of a tree. That provid-

ed a few extra degrees of-

nighttime cooling and the 

growth rate exploded over 

the summer. I was treated to 

more zygo blooms than ever 

before. 

Understanding your plant’s 

metabolism gives you insight 

into how best to grow it. 

Cooler nighttime tempera-

tures allow your orchid to 

store rather than consume 

the food it manufactured dur-

ing the day. This stored ener-

gy can then be used by the 

plant to produce flowers. 

Next to insufficient light, in-

sufficient day to night tem-

perature change is the most 

likely cause of your orchid 

failing to bloom. If your plants 

are growing well and you are 

sure they are getting enough 

of the right kind of light, try 

dropping your night tempera-

tures by a few degrees. You 

may be pleasantly surprised 

by the increase in flowers 

your plants produce. □ 
 

(Sue Bottom is a VP and co-

editor of the St. Augustine 

Orchid Society newsletter.  

She is also a former member 

of HOS. Sue can be reached 

at: sbottom15@bellsouth.net) 

 

At night, your orchids consume energy reserves in a process called respi-

ration.  Respiration is temperature dependent so less energy is consumed 

when nights are cooler, leaving the plant more energy to produce  

flowers.  

Zygopabstia Cosmo-Phillips  

mailto:sbottom15@bellsouth.net
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Quick Tips By Jay 
By Jay Balchan 

Last weekend, Don Ghiz and I 

had the privilege to attend the 

AOS Members Meeting in Reno.   

The Members meetings always 

has very interesting talks and 

one of them struck close to 

home as I poked through my 

greenhouse the day after we got 

back and found this flower wait-

ing for me. 

While in Reno, I attended a talk 

from the Agdila company re-

garding orchid viruses.  Many of 

you know this company from 

their home virus testing kits, but 

they also do a huge business 

with “in lab” testing.  There are 

217 known orchid viruses!    

But most of them do not affect 

the growing or flowering of the 
plant.  The two that are signifi-

cant for orchids are Cymbidium 

and Odontoglossum ringspot 

viruses and these two always 

(per Agdila) have a human 

“vector”… that is a human is 

always the one transmitting the 

virus from one plant to another.   

So I thought I would take the 

opportunity to pull together a 

few of my prior quick tips re-

garding handling plants to pre-

vent spreading virus.  

There were five items to pre-

vent spreading viruses talked 

about by Agdila.  

1) The primary precaution by 

far is to have a clean cutter.  

One very effective way to steri-

lize your cutters is with a super-

saturated solution (visible crys-

tals in the bottom of the solu-

tion) of TSP.  Agdila uses 10% 

Clorox for cleaning.   They 

warned against using a torch as 

the cutters need to reach cher-

ry red for proper sterilization 

and often some plant material is 

left in the crook of the cutters.  

Plus, expensive cutters wear out 

very fast with this level of heat-

ing.  Instead of cutters, I often 

use individual straight razor 

blades for working on plants 

(100# box from Home Depot 

$6).   In these pictures, you can 

see used razor blades sitting in 

the TSP solution and ready for 

re-use within the hour. 

2) The table surface can trans-

mit viruses.  Using a stack of 

newspaper and wadding up a 

couple of newspaper layers with 

the old cuttings and throwing 
them away after every plant is 

an easy way to deal with this. 

3) Your hands can also pass 

viruses from one plant to anoth-

er.  Agdila recommends using 

fresh gloves with every plant.  I 

would imagine that using a sim-

ple 10% Clorox hand wash 

(with gloves!) would also be 

effective. 

4) Use new pots and potting 

mix for re-potting.  Pots can be 

sterilized using the same 10% 

Clorox solution mentioned 

above.   Be sure to leave the 

pots in the solution for a num-

ber of hours, even overnight, to 

ensure the solution gets to all 

the areas of the pots.  

 5) And last, try to work on 

plants you suspect may (or 

know) have virus issues last!   

Work from known clean plants 

to unknown plants to known 

virused plants (if you elect to 

keep virused plants in your col-

lection for whatever reason). 

 Following these easy tips 

(especially #1) will virtually elim-

inate the spread of the two 

worst orchid viruses in your 

collection! 
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Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale  

The Houston Judging Center 

met on Saturday November 19 

and it was very busy. Three 

awards were granted by three 

separate teams at the same 

time! The first award went to 

Don Ghiz for his Lctna. Jill Sid-

ran which received an HCC of 

77 points. The second award 

was granted to Dennis Wollard 

for Rlc. Prada Green Deluxe 

which earned an AM of 81 

points. The final award was to 

Nina Rach for C. Lulu Land 

which received 79 points. This 

flower was expertly mounted 

previously by Probationary 

Judge Frank Zachariah. 

Come join us and watch judging 

in action.  Hope everyone has a 
wonderful holiday and keeps 

their orchids warm. 
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Stay-At-Home Orchid Wonders 
By Susan Dally 

For your viewing enjoyment, 

clockwise from top right: Den. 

Medy Stripe grown by Stacey 

Pauley; Bulbo. lasiochilum, L. 

splendida, V. Thongchai x V. 

sandriana; Pot. (His Light x Sun-

state’s Ted-and-Alice) Carmela, 

grown by me; Acampe papillosa, 

V. Fuchs Sunshine, V. Sansai 

Blue, grown by Judith Neufeld.  

Lastly, are two photos of Ju-

dith’s greenhouse.   

Thank you for sharing your 

photos. 



Each month, a large team of 

folks provide information, write 

articles, provide photographs, 

provide ads,  or otherwise con-

tribute to the making of this 

newsletter. 

As editor, I am ever so grateful 

to each and every one of them 

because without their effort, I 

would have a very tough job. 

As it is, my job is fairly simply, 

consisting of  a bit of coordina-

tion and then using software to 

put the pieces together like a 

jigsaw puzzle, trying to make it 

all fit and look good. 

I have sifted through the 2015 

newsletters and pulled out the 

names of those who have con-

tributed.  
 I thank you all, whether you 

contributed just one time or 

wrote two full articles each 

month (Mary). If I missed your 

name, I apologize. 

Whether or not you are on this 

list, I would be very pleased if 

you would consider being a part 

of the 2016 team. 

Again-THANK YOU! 

Heroes of The Houston Happenings in 2015 
By Susan Dally, editor  

 

HOS Members: 
 

Fr. Ted Baenziger 

Jay Balchan ** 

Bill Bartlett 

Bruce Cameron ** 

Kar Chong 

Amy Colville ** 

Elayne Duncan ** 

Tom Durrett ** 

Marvin Gerber 

Mary Gunn ** 

Vicki Joern 

Yvonne Li 

Derek Lowenstein * 

Margaret Mahoney ** 

Don Maples ** 

Malcolm McCorquodale ** 

Holly Miller * 
Stephen Moffitt * + 

Mike Mondville ** 

Judith Neufeld ** 

Loren Neufeld ** 

Stacey Pauley 

Natalie Robillard * 

John Stubbings * 

Marianne Walker * 

Ty Urich * 

Non-Members, Companies and 

Other Organizations: 
 

Sue Bottom + 

Paul Gripp + 

Jennifer Hattam 

Tom Harper + 

Rick Lockwood + 

Francisco Miranda + 

Brian Monk + 

Laura Newton 

Carol Siegel 

Mark Sullivan + 

Thomas Voytilla + 

Dottie Woodson 

Victoria Zemlan + 

Chad Gillis (The News-Press) + 

Diane C. Lade (Sun Sentinal –  

Ft. Lauderdale, FL.) + 
Greg Olson (Jacksonville Journal-Courier,  

Jacksonville, IL.) 

Clown Alley (John and Sandy Stubbings) * 

Hydroshack (Ty Urich) * 

Orchid Obsession (Bruce Cameron) ** 

AOS * 

Bromeliad Society Houston ** 

Texas Gulf Coast Fern Society ** 

 The Orchid Digest ** 

Fort Worth Orchid Society 

Oklahoma Orchid Society 

+ Feature Article Author 

* Contributed Many Times 

** Contributed Every Month 

REFRESHMENT CORNER 
 

The Refreshment Committee had 6 people sign up to bring snacks for the January HOS 

meeting.  If anyone else would like to bring snacks please do. 

Thanks to Eve Fewel, Mary Gunn, Rosalvina Guimerans,  Sandra Higham, Cherie Lee, 

Denise Mitchell, Betsy Robinson, Mary Rogge, Sandra Stubbings, Becky Sturnfield,  

Carolynne White, Winnie Yap and anyone else who brought snacks to the  

November meeting. 

Just a reminder that December is our party so everyone bring your specialty. 

Thanks, 

Margaret Mahoney & Sandra Higham 
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The HOS Raffle Team would like to say ”Thank You!” to 

all the member’s that participated in the HOS Raffle each 

month. Each of you contributed to our success  this year. 

We would also like to thank  all of our suppliers who ei-

ther donated plants or sold us those lovey plants. Follow-

ing are the supplier’s: Neal’s Greenhouse, Orchid Obses-

sion,  Quiedel, Spring Orchids, Andy’s Orchids and Sunset 

Valley Orchids. Without our members and suppliers we 

would not have been able to sustain the raffle. 

Thanks Again! 

Newcomers Group Meeting 
By Amy Colville 

There will not be a newcomers meeting this month. 

Raffle Table 
By Elayne Duncan 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 HJC 

Judging 

20 21 22 23Newsletter 

Content is Due 
24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

December 2015 

 

 

 

December 2015 

Join us at the Clown Alley 
Orchids 

Holiday Sale and Celebration 

December 19-24, 2015 
 

The SALE 
20% OFF EVERYTHING 

WE SELL 
 

Free gifts for everyone 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs 
Upcoming Events 

Officers 

President Mary Gunn 

VP - Speakers Derek Lowenstein 

VP - Shows  Kar Chong & Winnie Yap 

VP - Membership Natalie Robillard 

Treasurer Rick Hepler 

Recording Secretary Tom Durrett 

Past President Mary Gunn 

Chairs 

Conservation Marianne Walker 

Display Table Loren & Judith Neufeld 

Guest Hospitality Lorraine Hughes 

Happenings Editor Susan Dally 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Amy Colville & Calvin  Starr 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Elayne Duncan & 

 Sara Bentley 

Refreshments Margaret Mahoney 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Holly Miller & 

 John Stubbings 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings & 

  Fr. Ted Baenziger 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 

Fr. Ted Baenziger Holly Miller 

Amy Colville Stephen Moffitt 

Marvin Gerber Calvin Starr 

Directors - One Year Term 

Jim Butler Sandra Higham 

Susan Dally Lakshmi Narayana 

Don Ghiz Marianne Walker 

Representatives 

AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Michael Mondville 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings & 

 Lauri Skov 

Dec 5 

Acadian Orchid Society  

55th Annual Short Course 

Hotel Acadiana 

Lafayette, LA 
http://www.swroga.org/sites/default/

files/2015_save_the_date_flyer_-

_short_course.pdf 

 

Jan. 29-31, 2016 

Gulf Coast Orchid Society Show 

Gautier Convention Center, Gautier, MS 

Contact Jo An Vaz 

joannvaz@bellsouth.net 

 

Feb 26-28, 2016 

64th Annual Pacific Orchid Exposition 

The Largest Orchid Show in the US 

Hosted by the San Francisco Orchid Society 

Festival Pavilion, Fort Mason, San Francisco, CA 

http://www.orchidsanfrancisco.org/poe.html 

 

Mar 11-13, 2016 

Atlanta Orchid Society Show 

Atlanta Botanical Garden, Atlanta GA 

Contact: Danny Lentz 

dblgongora@bellsouth.net 

 

Apr 2-3, 2016 

Houston Orchid Society Show and Sale 

Houston Museum of Natural Science 

 

Apr 16-17 

Alamo Orchid Society Show 

San Antonio Garden Center, San Antonio, TX 

Contact: Eric Shepherd 

ecshepphd@aol.com 

 

May 7-8 

Galveston Bay Orchid Society Show 

“A Celebration of Orchids” 

South Shore Harbor Resort & Conf. Center 

League City, TX 

http://www.swroga.org/sites/default/files/2015_save_the_date_flyer_-_short_course.pdf
http://www.swroga.org/sites/default/files/2015_save_the_date_flyer_-_short_course.pdf
http://www.swroga.org/sites/default/files/2015_save_the_date_flyer_-_short_course.pdf
mailto:joannvaz@bellsouth.net
http://www.orchidsanfrancisco.org/poe.html
mailto:dblgongora@bellsouth.net
mailto:ecshepphd@aol.com
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