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The Houston Happenings 

Presidents Post 
By Mary Gunn, President 

The weather was perfect, and 

the setting at Laurie and Sheila 

Skov's was an ideal spot for 

HOS's Annual Picnic on Septem-

ber 11th. Around 45 HOS 

members attended, and we had 

a fun afternoon visiting with 

friends and talking about or-

chids. We had plenty of brisket 

provided by HOS, lots of yum-

my side dishes, salad and des-

serts brought by members, and 

the Blue Bell ice cream stand 

was a hit. Thank you to every-

Our speaker in November is 

Brian Monk. Brian was born in 

Milton, Florida in 1969. Shortly 

after his birth, Brian’s family 

moved to Charleston, West 

Virginia where he spent the 

next 18 years. As a young man, 

Brian’s intense passion for na-

ture led to his profession and 

his many hobbies including bird-

watching, orchid growing and 

photography. 

In 1992, Brian received his de-

gree from Hampden-Sydney 

College in Virginia followed by a 

Doctorate of Veterinary Medi-

cine from Virginia Tech in 1997. 

In 2005, while working as a 

Veterinarian in Orlando, Florida, 

Brian met the love of his life, 
Mary-Margaret, in Ft. Lauder-

dale. Because of Brian’s passion 

for all things orchid, he and 

Mary-Margaret formed Blu Lla-

ma Orchids, Inc. Brian and Mary

-Margaret now reside in Naples, 

Florida with their cats and  ever 

expanding orchid collection. 

Brian started growing orchids at 

age 14, and started hybridizing 

orchids in his backyard. This has 

recently expanded to 3000 

square feet of new greenhouse 

space. He will grow anything 

green, but focuses on his hy-

bridizing projects, which include 

the development of multi-floral 

white and pink Paphiopedilums, 

warmth-tolerant intergeneric 

Oncidiinae, and a standard pink 

Cattleya with an all-white lip.  

Brian’s photography has won 

awards online, in the 2007 Mi-

ami International Orchid Show, 

and at the 2008 World Orchid 
Conference. His work has been 

displayed in solo shows at the 

American Orchid Society head-

quarters in Delray, and at the 

Harry P. Leu Gardens in Orlan-

November Program: Some Like it Hot: Brazilian 

Miltonias that WILL grow in the heat 
By Derek Lowenstein, VP Speakers 

one who helped: Laurie and 

Sheila Skov for hosting us; the 

amazing team that worked with 

me to organize the event and 

made it happen  - Denise Mitch-

ell, Margaret Mahoney, and 

Rosalvina Guimeráns (and we 

had fun doing it); Marvin for 

handling the auction, and Holly 

for collecting money; Judith for 

taking pictures, and all the mem-

bers who attended and brought 

food.     

We'll elect Officers for 2016 at 

the November meeting. It's the 

last 'regular' meeting of the year 

with a Speaker, Raffle, Silent 

Auction, and Display Table.  At 

our December meeting we'll 

have a short business meeting, 

install our new Officers, and 

introduce the new Chairpersons 

for 2016 - followed by our An-

nual Christmas Party which 

includes the Houston Judging 

Center Auction. 

See you at the November meet-

ing! 

do. Brian has been published in 

the journal of the International 

Phalaenopsis Alliance, online, 

and in the American Orchid 

Society journal Orchids, where 

he won the Gordon-Dillon es-

say prize in 2010.  You can view 

B r i a n ’ s  w o r k  a t 

www.BluLlamaOrchids.com and 

read his blog on orchids at  

www.blullamaorchids.wordpress

.com. 

Encouraged by his wife and 

inspired by his orchids, Brian 

continues to pursue and perfect 

his orchid culture and photo-

graphic skills.  

Please Welcome New 

Members: 

 

Steve & Marsha Fox 

 

http://www.BluLlamaOrchids.com
http://www.blullamaorchids.Wordpress.com
http://www.blullamaorchids.Wordpress.com
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Nominating Committee Report for 2016 
By Holly Miller 

October Plant Table 
By Loren  Neufeld 

Due to the judging, there was no plant table 

voting at the October meeting.  There were 

23 hybrids and 6 species entered. 

PROPOSED 2016 OFFICERS 
President:  Fr. Ted Baenziger 

VP Speakers and Programs:  Tom Durrett 

VP Shows: and Plant Table: Derek Lowenstein and Rick Hepler   

VP Membership:  Natalie Istin 

Treasurer:  Bill Bartlett 

Recording Secretary:  Elayne Duncan 

PROPOSED TWO YEAR BOARD  

MEMBERS:  

Jay Balchan 

Sarah Bentley 

Kar Chong 

Susan Dally 

Don Ghiz 

Holly Miller 

Stephen Moffitt 

Carolyn White 

THE BOARD MEMBERS WHO WILL REMAIN 

FOR ONE MORE YEAR ARE:  

Amy Colville 

Marvin Gerber 

Calvin Starr 

 

PROPOSED SWROGA DIRECTOR: 

Laurie Skov - 2 year 

THE SWROGA DIRECTOR WHO  WILL 

REMAIN FOR ONE MORE  YEAR IS: 

Sandy Stubbings 
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This month's quick tip comes 

courtesy of Susan Dally.  When 

I was visiting her unique 

"greenhouse" a couple of years 

ago, Susan showed us a neat 

trick she used to treat small 

outbreaks of scale or other 

critters.   While most of us mix 

up a bottle of chemicals, spray 

some on the plants and throw 

away the rest, Susan wipes the 

plant down using baby wipes for 

the job... With a neem oil twist! 

Susan's instructions for making 

her neem oil wipes are as fol-

lows: 

1) Start with a bottle of anti-

bacterial baby wipes and some 

Neem Oil concentrate. 

2) Take the roll of wipes out of 
the bottle and wring out as 

much of the liquid as you can 

into a measuring cup.  Drain any 

fluid left in the bottle into the 

cup as well. Put the roll of wipes 

back in the bottle. 

3) Take note of how much wipe 

fluid is in the measuring cup, 

Cultural Quick Tips 
By Jay Balchan  

then discard it. 

4) Using the directions on the 

neem oil container, dilute 

enough neem oil concentrate to 

make the same amount of flu-

id that you removed from the 

wipe bottle. 

5) Pour the neem oil solution 

over the wipes in the bottle. 

6) Finally, mark the bottle as 

NEEM OIL WIPES, so nobody 

will accidentally use them as 

baby wipes. 

Neem oil is a natural pest con-

trol which, unlike many chemi-

cals, will not break down quickly 

after mixing. These wipes can be 

used over a very long 

time.  There is very little waste 

using this technique as well.   
This is a really neat idea... Give 

it a try!  And be sure to visit 

Susan's house the next time she 

hosts the Newcomers or Inter-

mediate groups.  She has one of 

the most interesting growing 

areas in Houston.  

Marvin and Renee’ Gerber were 

honored as “Volunteers of the 

Month”. What could we possi-

bly say that would be sufficient 

acknowledgement for 40+ yrs of 

very active volunteering in 

HOS? Besides serving as Offic-

ers, both Marvin and Renee’ 

served as President of HOS – 

Marvin in 1981-82, and Renee’ 

in 1984-85. By the time an HOS 

member serves as President, 

they have contributed many 

hours of their time. And they 

have continued to be enthusias-

tic and frequent volunteers 

since them. Both are long time 

AOS judges, at least one of 

them has been on the board 

many, if not most or all, of 
those years; Marvin has served 

as Auctioneer for many, many 

auctions at various HOS func-

Volunteer of the Month 
By Mary Gunn, President  

Marvin and Renee’ Gerber 
tions. And the list goes on…and 

on!  With much appreciation 

and heartfelt thanks, we 

acknowledge their many contri-

butions to HOS.   
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ways, but the most obvious one 

is that they lose their leaves and 

remain dormant for a large part 

of the year.  Yes, just like tulips 

or daffodils, these plants are 

deciduous! 

Growing the tropical Haber-

naria relatives can be difficult, 

but mostly because orchid 

growers are unaccustomed to 

growing deciduous plants.  Being 

tropical, these species do not 

become dormant because of 

low temperatures or decreased 

light levels, as those deciduous 

orchid in higher latitudes.  In-

stead, they depend on the mois-

ture content of the soil to de-

termine when to grow and 

when to rest.  As such, keeping 
these tubers dry during the 

winter rest is extremely im-

portant.  Keep them too wet, 

and they rot.  On the other 

hand, they cannot be kept in 

extremely dry conditions, or the 

tubers will completely dessicate.  

Some growers remove the 

bulbs from their pots and store 

them over the winter.  While 

this works for them, it doesn’t 

for me, and I lost a few prized 

Habernaria last year using this 

method.  Instead, I just keep 

them in their pots, and move 

the pots to a dry place.  I water 

them sparingly, just enought to 

keep the soil from completely 

drying out.  One method that hs 

worked well for me in the past 

is keeping a thin layer of sphag-

num on top of the soil, and 

watering just enought to mos-

iten the moss, but not the soil 

underneath.  Whichever meth-

od you choose, the key is to 

keep the humidity levels in a 

range high enough to prevent 

total drying while low enought 

to discourage rotting.  I suspect 

(though have not tested this 

theory) that a relative humidity 

of 30-40% is ideal.  The mix you 
grow these in should drain well, 

and be high in humus.  Tradi-

tional peat-based potting soils 

can hold too much water if 

packed too tightly into the pot, 

so adding perlite, charcoal, or 

coarse sand is advisable.  I feel 

that these plants should be ferti-

lized rather heavily during their 

growth, not so much for the 

vegetation and flowers that the 

plant is producing (the nutrition 

(Continued on page 5) 

It is the time of year again when 

the Habernarias from Asia are 

blooming, or just finished 

blooming.  The majority of 

these plants are small, non-

descript, and easily overlooked.  

Even when in bloom, the flow-

ers can be small and green, and 

un i formly  descr ibed  a s 

“uninteresting.”  But a true 

gardener loves a challenge, and 

loves the unique, and I have 

fallen in love with this group of 

plants.  They are unique in many 

Tuberous Tropical Terrestrials 
By Brian Monk 

Above left, three photos of Habenaria lucida; above right are two photos of an unknown 

tropical terrestrial orchid. 
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Tuberous Terrestrials—Continued 
 

from these is derived from last 

years tuber) but because the 

plant is storing energey in its 

tuber for next year.  Geeting 

your plants to produce new 

growths is especially dependant 

on adequate fertilizing.  I do 

think that some organinc fertiliz-

ers may be beneficial for these 

plants, particularly bone meal, as 

it provides higher levels of phos-

phorous and phosphorous is 

stored extensively by deciduous, 

tuberous or bulbous plants in 

their storage organs.  When I 

notice green shoots, I start to 

water.  Just a little at first, but 

then I aim for constant mois-

ture.  One must still guard 

against water in the axils, as this 
will lead to rotting of the 

blooming spike, and maybe the 

entire growth.  At some time 

after blooming, the leaves will 

strt to yellow and die.  De-

crease watering until the soil is 

almost dry, and wait for the 

cycle to start again! □ 

 

(Brian Monk is the proprietor 

of Blu Llama Orchids in Na-

ples, FL.  Brian can be 

reached at: 

blullamaorchids@aol.com  

954-802-6710) 

 

Above: Pecteilis susannae; Below: Habenaria rhodocheila fma. 

Xanthine, two photos of Habenaria medusa 
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HOS 2015 Picnic at the Skov’s 
Photos by Judith Neufeld 
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REFRESHMENT CORNER 
 

The Refreshment Committee had 4 people sign up to bring snacks for the November 

HOS meeting.  If anyone else would like to bring snacks please do. 

Thanks to Tina Benya, Allan & Bente Davies, Eve Fewel, Betsy Robinson, Winnie Yap and 

anyone else who brought snacks to the October meeting. 

 

A sign up sheet will be circulated at each meeting to cover the next 2 months. 

Thanks, 

Margaret Mahoney & Sandra Higham 

Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale  

Thanks to the Houston Orchid 

Society for inviting the Judging 

Center to your October 

monthly meeting.  We were 

pleased with your questions and 

hope that you enjoyed watching 

the judging process in action. 

There were three awards given 

during the evening. Dennis 

Tomjack received an HCC for 

his Aer. Punchinello with 77 

points. Don Ghiz received an 

AM of 80 points for his Den. 

Hawaiian Punch. John Stubbings 

received an HCC with 76 points 

for his Ctsm. Sanguineum. 

The Judging Center also met on 

October 17th for its monthly 

meeting and training at the Je-

rabeck Center. Eleven orchids 
were submitted but there were 

no awards. 
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Great news - We will have plants from Andy’s Orchids out 

of California. He always has wonderful surprises for us. 

This will be our last Raffle for the year. Raffle tickets can 

be purchased using cash, check and credit cards. Be Sure 

and pick up your bonus tickets for wearing your badge, 

bringing in your box tops for education and first time at-

tendees.  

Newcomers Group Meeting 

By Amy Colville 

The final newcomers mtg will be Nov 15th 2-4 at Don 

Ghiz's home. This will be the plant giveaway!!!   Denny 

Haase will be supplying plants for this event and hope to 

have a lot of good things for my great group. I have really 

enjoyed them.  

Raffle Table 
By Elayne Duncan 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 2:00 PM 

Newcomers 
16 17 18 19Newsletter 

Content is Due 
20 21 HJC 

Judging 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

November 2015 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs 
Upcoming Events 

Officers 

President Mary Gunn 

VP - Speakers Derek Lowenstein 

VP - Shows  Kar Chong & Winnie Yap 

VP - Membership Natalie Istin 

Treasurer Rick Hepler 

Recording Secretary Tom Durrett 

Past President Mary Gunn 

Chairs 

Conservation Marianne Walker 

Display Table Loren & Judith Neufeld 

Guest Hospitality Lorraine Hughes 

Happenings Editor Susan Dally 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Amy Colville & Calvin  Starr 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Elayne Duncan & 

 Sara Bentley 

Refreshments Margaret Mahoney 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Holly Miller & 

 John Stubbings 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings & 

  Fr. Ted Baenziger 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 

Fr. Ted Baenziger Holly Miller 

Amy Colville Stephen Moffitt 

Marvin Gerber Calvin Starr 

Directors - One Year Term 

Jim Butler Sandra Higham 

Susan Dally Lakshmi Narayana 

Don Ghiz Marianne Walker 

Representatives 

AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Michael Mondville 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings & 

 Lauri Skov 

Nov 11-15 

AOS Fall Member’s Meeting & Show 

Hosted by the Northern Nevada Orchid Society 

Reno’s Atlantis Casino, Resort & Spa 

Reno, NV 

http://nnvos.org/index.php/2015-aos-fall-meeting 

 

Dec 5 
Acadian Orchid Society  

55th Annual Short Course 

Hotel Acadiana 

Lafayette, LA 

http://www.swroga.org/sites/default/

files/2015_save_the_date_flyer_-

_short_course.pdf 

 

Jan. 29-31, 2016 

Gulf Coast Orchid Society Show 

Gautier Convention Center, Gautier, MS 

Contact Jo An Vaz 

joannvaz@bellsouth.net 

 

Feb 26-28, 2016 

64th Annual Pacific Orchid Exposition 

The Largest Orchid Show in the US 

Hosted by the San Francisco Orchid Society 

Fort Mason in San Francisco 

http://www.orchidsanfrancisco.org/poe.html 

 

Mar 11-13, 2016 

Atlanta Orchid Society Show 

Atlanta Botanical Garden, Atlanta GA 

Contact: Danny Lentz 

dblgongora@bellsouth.net 

 

Apr 2-3, 2016 

Houston Orchid Society Show and Sale 

Houston Museum of Natural Science 

http://nnvos.org/index.php/2015-aos-fall-meeting
http://www.swroga.org/sites/default/files/2015_save_the_date_flyer_-_short_course.pdf
http://www.swroga.org/sites/default/files/2015_save_the_date_flyer_-_short_course.pdf
http://www.swroga.org/sites/default/files/2015_save_the_date_flyer_-_short_course.pdf
mailto:joannvaz@bellsouth.net
http://www.orchidsanfrancisco.org/poe.html
mailto:dblgongora@bellsouth.net
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