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The Houston Happenings 

Presidents Post 
By Mary Gunn, President 

Houston's really hot weather 

seems to be fading and I hope all 

of you and your orchids are 

enjoying the slightly cooler tem-

peratures. As I'm writing this in 

the early morning, it's actually 

cool enough to have the balcony 

door open and enjoy a bit of a 

cool breeze - with the help of a 

couple of fans!  It's time to start 

getting your orchids and green-

houses ready for winter. It 

won't be long until there will be 

a 20 degree difference in day 

and night temperatures, which 

will initiate spikes on your phals. 

Here's more specific details 

about phals and a short guide 

about fall orchid care by Sue 

Bottoms of the St. Augustine 
Orchid Society : http://

staugorchidsociety.org/PDF/

Fa l lPreparat ionsbySueBot-

tom.pdf 

The HOS Annual Picnic and Ice 

Cream Social will be held on 

Sunday, October 11th from 

11:30 AM - 2:30 PM at Laurie 

and Sheila Skov's new Orchids 

and Tropicals location at 5720 

Avenue M in Sante Fe, TX. Food 

The October meeting will host 

the Houston Judging Center. 

Many of our HOS members 

have never attended a monthly 

judging.  This meeting is intend-

ed to let people know who we 

are and what we do on the 

third Saturday of every month 

at the University of St. Thomas.  

Everyone is invited to come to 

the October HOS meeting and 

bring orchids to be judged or 

just come and observe. It’s a 

great way to learn about what 

makes an orchid a quality orchid 

– this will help you to select 

Bring Yours Best Orchids For Judging In October 
By Holly Miller & Derek Lowenstein 

will be served around 12:30 PM. 

Maps will be available at the 

HOS meeting and we will send 

out directions to the member-

ship by email before the event. 

HOS will provide the meat and 

members are asked to bring a 

favorite dish to share. We will 

have an ice cream bar available 

with several flavors of ice cream 

and all the toppings for cones, 

sundaes, and banana splits. We'll 

have a sign-up sheet for attend-

ance and for food at the Octo-

ber meeting so we can be sure 

we'll have enough of everything. 

There will be a live auction of 

orchids in bud, with proceeds to 

benefit HOS.  The greenhouses 

will be open and you may also 
purchase orchids from Orchids 

and Tropicals. Please bring your 

own folding or lawn chairs. We 

will have a large shaded area for 

the picnic and there is also a 

swimming pool available; don't 

forget to bring your sunglasses 

and your swimming suit. Thank 

you to Denise Mitchell and 

Rosalvina Guimeráns for volun-

teering to help organize the 

picnic. Be sure to put this in 

your calendar for a fun after-

noon with your orchid friends.  

Our October HOS meeting will 

host a live Houston Judging 

Center judging event where you 

will get to watch the actual 

judging process of orchids 

owned by our members. It's a 

great opportunity to learn more 

about how the judging process 

works and the qualities that 

make an orchid an award win-

ner. Be sure to bring your 

blooming orchids to enter for 

judging. If you've ever thought 

about becoming an AOS judge, 

this will be a good opportunity 

to talk to some of the judges to 

get more information about the 
program.  Thank you to HJC for 

presenting this to our Society.  

Lee Rowell of Orchid Express 

will be selling orchids at the 

meeting.  The Nominating Com-

mittee has been working on 

filling our slate for 2016 and will 

announce it at the October 

meeting.  

See you at the October meet-

ing! 

nice plants when you’re buying 

new orchids and also to know if 

you have one that might be 

awardable! 

The Houston Judging Center 

has 14 accredited judges, one 

probationary judge, 5 emeritus 

(Continued on page 2) 

Orchid Express will sell plants at the October meeting 

http://staugorchidsociety.org/PDF/FallPreparationsbySueBottom.pdf
http://staugorchidsociety.org/PDF/FallPreparationsbySueBottom.pdf
http://staugorchidsociety.org/PDF/FallPreparationsbySueBottom.pdf
http://staugorchidsociety.org/PDF/FallPreparationsbySueBottom.pdf
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Bring Your Best Orchids For Judging In October –Continued 
 

September Plant Table 
By Loren  Neufeld, photos by Tom Durrett 

Hybrid Winner:  BLC Chance The Chance 

Presented by an unknown member.  If you 

brought this plant to the September meet-

ing please notify Loren Neufeld. 

 
There were 18 

Hybrids and 8 species 

entered. 

should be clean or covered, and 

dead pseudobulbs and leaves 

removed. Leaves should be 

clean but not treated to pro-

duce an artificial shine. Inflores-

cences may be staked to permit 

them to appear to best ad-

vantage, but staking should be as 

unobtrusive as possible and may 

be removed temporarily during 

judging if the judging team feels 

this is necessary to effectively 

evaluate the inflorescence. 

 The orchids that are brought 

for judging will all be placed on 

the plant table for nomination 

by the judges.  "Nomination" is 

the initial phase in the judging 

process in which one or more 

judges silently request that a 
plant be set aside for more 

thorough evaluation by an as-

(Continued on page 3) 

judges and 4 student judges.  

There are a number of volun-

teers who support us by donat-

ing their time to register and 

photograph the plants that are 

brought in to be judged. If you 

are interested in volunteering, 

or have ever thought about 

becoming a judge, please talk to 

us. We’ll be glad to answer 

questions and give you more 

information.  

The Judging Process: 

Don Maples, head of the Hou-

ston Judging Center, divides the 

assembled judges into teams for 

judging.  One judge is assigned 

the team leader and guides the 

process.  Anyone can sit with a 

team and listen to our discus-
sions of the plants.  Questions 

and comments are welcome but 

please save them for after we’ve 

judged a plant so that we can 

complete the judging process in 

a timely and unbiased manner. 

When all of the plants have 

been reviewed, Don Maples will 

dismiss the judges.  

As a visitor, you are free to 

come and go at any time, but 

please be careful to not inter-

rupt the deliberations. 

If you are bringing a plant to be 

judged, it is desirable that you 

provide the parent names and 

previous awards if applicable, 

but if you are not able to look it 

up, our clerks can help with that 

information. The plants should 

have no grower or owner iden-

tification since anonymity in 

terms of ownership provides 
greater objectivity. Plants should 

be entered in the most present-

able condition possible. Pots 

Species Winner: Bulb. phalaenopsis 

Presented by Jay Balchan 
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John Stubbings and Ted Baen-

ziger were named as volunteers 

of the month for August. They 

have co-chaired the HOS Annu-

al Workshop for about the past 

ten years. The Workshop has 

been held by HOS for 36 con-

secutive years, and is one of the 

few, if not the only, annual 

workshop held in the Texas 

area. We have attendees from 

many other cities and Societies. 

It is a very fun and educational 

event, and we're fortunate to 

have it. It takes a lot of effort 

and time to organize and hold 

the workshop, and I want to 

acknowledge John and Ted for 

their many years (and hours) of 

work.   

Volunteer of the Month 
By Mary Gunn, President  

Bring Your Best Orchids For Judging In October –Continued 
 

signed team of judges.  All 

“nominat ions” are then 

screened.  "Screening" is the 

phase where an inflorescence is 

considered for point-scoring by 

the team. The team discusses 

the merits of the plant and re-

searches previous awards and 

the parentage.  Screening out, 

or elimination from considera-

tion for point-scoring, must be 

by unanimous agreement of the 

judges on the team. A single 

request to point-score shall 

require that the team score the 

entry. An inflorescence that has 

been screened out may not be 

re-screened by another team. 

"Point-scoring" is the final phase 

of judging in which an inflo-
rescence, which has not been 

screened out, is considered for 

an award through the use of the 

appropriate point scale.  Each 

judge completes a score sheet 

and the team leader collects 

them.  To get an award the 

average of the score sheets has 

to be 75 or above for a quality 

award or 80 or above for a 

cultural award. 

Details about score sheets, 

types of awards and levels of 

awards are available in the AOS 

judging handbook. 

Once an award is made, the 

team leader will assign a team 

member to write a description 

and one to do measurements.  

The students are very involved 

in these activities – it is part of 

the learning process for them.  

Once all of the paperwork is 
complete, the plant goes to 

Malcolm McCorquodale to be 

photographed. 

If your plant is awarded, the 

HOS will pay the processing fee 

to register the award and pub-

lish it in the AOS Orchids Plus 

database. 

Don’t be afraid to bring 

plants to judging! It will nev-

er get an award sitting at 

home.  Bring it in if you re-

ally like it!  Let us have a 

look. 

Orchid Express will be sell-

ing plants. Don’t miss their 

excellent selections. 

John Stubbings 

Ted Baenziger 
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poachers, who decimated or-

chid populations decades ago 

and often hauled away delicate 

plants by the truck load. 

Ghost orchids are fragile, and 

Owen said poached plants will 

live for only a week or so. The 

last documented ghost orchid 

poaching happened in 2013. 

These leafless plants only bloom 

for about a week each year, but 

their flower captures the imagi-

nation of budding botanists and 

orchid experts from around the 

world. Flowers are cloud-white 

and seem to float in the air, 

away from the trunk of the host 

tree. Long petals twirl and twist, 

and the bottom one looks like a 

set of anthropomorphic legs. 
"Not only have they forsaken 

growing in soil, they climb up 

trees to live, and they're leafless 

as well," said Dennis Giardina, a 

plant biologist with the Florida 

Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission. "And their roots 

are photosynthetic." 

It's impossible for biologists to 

estimate how many ghosts or-

chids are in Fakahatchee be-

cause they grow in relatively 

isolated populations. 

Ghost orchids are pollinated by 

the giant sphinx month, which 

has a 6-inch tongue. They also 

require a symbiotic relationship 

with a fungus that also grows in 

the sloughs. Without that fun-

gus, seeds would not be able to 

establish themselves on trees. 

The orchids also produce a 

sweet aroma, which draws polli-

nators. Researchers with the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

recently identified eight volatile 

compounds in the ghost orchid's 

fragrance, some of which can't 

be detected by the human nose. 

While there may be 30 ghosts in 

an area the size of a tennis 

court, other areas of the pre-

serve are void. Counting the 

number of orchids on one acre 

of land gives no indication of 

how many orchids are on any 

other particular acre. 

Owen is the first researcher to 

document the plant's early life 

cycles in the wild. He's watched 

a few plants grow from a tiny, 

yarn-like sliver to blooming 

adults. 

"The root was a half-inch to 1-

inch long, and those were ap-

proximately a year to a year-and

-a-half old," Owen said of the 

plants. "Finally in 2008, one of 

them bloomed for the first time 

in its life at 16 years old. The 

other bloomed the next year, 

but that's all we know." 

Scientists do not know how 

long ghost orchids live in the 

wild. They also don't know why 
some flourish 3 feet off the 

ground on a pond apple tree 

while others prefer 20 feet 

heights on pop ash trees. 

Individual plants, though, seem 

to be punctual in years when 

they bloom. Plants may not 

flower for years at a time, either 

conserving energy for a future 

bloom or because of health 

issues. 

"Sometimes it can be July, but 

certain plant individuals will 

bloom earlier and some individ-

uals might not bloom until Au-

gust," Owen said. "But they're 

pretty consistent." 

Owen and Giardina are also 

working with Cuban botanists in 

hopes of repatriating a handful 

of orchids that no longer grow 

in the historic Everglades. The 

idea is to get seeds from Cuba, 

grow those seeds in a lab and 

then strap the adult plants to 

trees, where they will hopefully 

become a seed source for fu-

ture generations. 

Giardina is going back to Cuba 

in November. 

"They are committed to work-

ing with us, so it's just a matter 

of finding plants that have seed 

capsules," Giardina said. "We've 

gotten seed capsules from three 

(Continued on page 5) 

They haunt the memories of 

botanists and lure the eyes of 

poachers. 

Ghost orchids are one of the 

most spectacular species in 

Florida, and the majestic plants 

are in the final stages of this 

summer's apparition. These 

keystone slough plants are rare 

(fewer than 400 have been doc-

umented over the past two 

decades in Fakahatchee Strand) 

and are only found in the sub-

tropical sloughs South Florida 

and Cuba. 

Florida is home to about 120 

orchid species, but Dendrophy-

lax lindenii (the Latin term for 

ghost orchid) steals the air plant 

show every summer. 
"They're right in between that 

rarity and commonality, and 

human minds love that," said 

Mike Owen, biologist and or-

chid expert at Fakahatchee 

Strand Preserve State Park. "We 

love rarity, but we want it to be 

possible." 

Fakahatchee Strand is an 85,000

-acre preserves in Collier Coun-

ty that is considered by experts 

to be the orchid capital of 

North America. Owen and 

others protect the orchids from 

Mike Owen, park biologist for the Fakahatchee 

Strand in Collier County Florida searches for 

previously documented ghost orchids. 

Majestic Ghost Orchids Make Summer Appearance 
By Chad Gillis, Photos: Andrew West / The News-Press 
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Ghost Orchids -  Continued 
 

of the four but only two of 

them have grown in the lab." 

Between now and then, Owen 

and other will continue their 

quest to document ghost or-

chids in South Florida. For any-

one wanting to see a ghost in 

the wild, Owen said patience 

and persistence is the key. 

"You will find one if you spend 

enough time out here, but you 

probably won't find one in the 

first hundred trees," Owen said. 

•Appearance: Small, greenish 

roots that cling to pop ash, 

pond apple and cypress trees. 

Typically found at a height of 3 

to 20 feet. Magnificent bloom in 

summer that lasts for about a 

week. The flower protrudes 
from the host tree trunk, mak-

ing the plant appear as though 

its floating in the air. 

 

Range: Found only in sloughs 

of South Florida and Cuba. 

 

Life cycle: Unknown. It ap-

pears ghosts can bloom once 

they reach the age of about 16, 

but that theory has not been yet 

confirmed. 

 

Status: Listed as endangered by 

Florida but not the federal gov-

ernment. 

 

Sources: Florida Department 

of Environmental Resources, 

National Park Service.□ 
 

Connect with this reporter: 

ChadGillisNP on Twitter. 

Want see and learn more about the ghost orchid and other orchid  

conservation efforts in the Fakahatchee?   

See this video courtesy of OdysseyEarth.com 

THE ORCHID KEEPERS 
(Length 7:29) 

http://www.odysseyearth.com/videos/the-orchid-keepers/


 

Page 6 Volume 45, Issue 10 

It's happened to me and it's 

happened to everyone.....   You 

see this big blooming vanda at a 

show and it is magnificent.  Eight 

huge blue flowers, six inches 

across and flat as dinner plates. 

It grabs your attention from 100 

feet away.... Draws you in like a 

moth to the flame.   Then you 

see the price... $100 !!   But 

wait, says the vendor, we have 

these identical seedlings for 

sale.  Sure, they are a "few 

years" away from blooming, but 

they are only $10 each... 3 for 

$25, just for you.  So you bite 

and you end up with 3 plants in 

2" net pots.   Two months later 

all you have left are the 2" net 

pots to show for your invest-
ment!    

Small vanda/ ascocenda type 

plants really need attention 

when they are small.   Large, 

fully mature plants can afford a 

little benign neglect, but small 

plants in open net pots cannot 

Cultural Quick Tips 
By Jay Balchan  

handle this.  One technique that 

I've found that helps keep these 

smaller net pot vanda type 

plants happy is to put the entire 

net pot into a 2" standard plas-

tic seedling pot.  The net pot 

just sits in the plastic pot...no 

extra mix, just air.   What this 

does is it provides a longer dry-

ing time at the roots after wa-

tering compared to a net pot 

that is in the open air.  These 

extra few hours are critical to 

the improved health of small 

seedlings.    

As you can see from these pic-

tures, the small vanda is quite 

happy and the roots have grown 

down through the net pot and 

into the void space in the plastic 
pot seeking the moisture that 

remains there after watering. 

This tip should allow you to 

have a bit more success with 

seedling and compot sized van-

das and their relatives. 

The Houston Judging Center 

awarded two orchids on Satur-

day September 19. Don Ghiz’s 

Aerdes received an Award of 

Merit of 81 points. Dave Hunt’s 

Bulbophyllum Karen Lewis re-

ceived an Highly Commendable 

Certificate of 75 points. We 

Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale  

enjoyed the company of Dave 

Hunt, Mark Fries and Bill Cald-

well for the day. Visitors are 

always welcome. 

We look forward to judging at 

the Houston Orchid Society 

meeting on October1st. 
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REFRESHMENT CORNER 
 

The Refreshment Committee had 4 people sign up to bring snacks for the September 

HOS meeting.  If anyone else would like to bring snacks please do. 

Thanks to Fr. Ted Baenziger, Sarah Bentley, Oscar Cruz, Janet Donath, Eve Fewel,  

Midge Gorman, Lorraine Hughes, Kristine Jennings, Rupa Kota, Cherie Lee, Denise 

Mitchell,  Mary Rogge, Winnie Yap and anyone else who brought snacks to the 

 September meeting. 

A sign up sheet will be circulated at each meeting to cover the next 2 months. 

Thanks, 

Margaret Mahoney & Sandra Higham 

Stay-At-Home Orchid Wonders 
By Susan Dally,  editor@houstonorchidsociety.org 

As the fall season gets under-

way, many orchids are coming 

into bloom or soon will be.  I 

hope you will consider sending 

some photos of the blooms that 

you can’t take in to the meeting 

plant table or to judging.  The 

one person I can always count 

on to send photos s Judith 

Neufeld.  Thank you Judith.  

Judith’s Stay-At-Home orchids 

this month are at bottom from 

the left : C. Mari’s Magic; Phrag. 

Seymore Tower (dalessandroi x 

schlimmii); Stanhopea assidensis. 

The two photos above are 

blooming in my solarium.  They 

are: Phal bellina and Coelegyne 

monilirachis.. The coelegyne 

flowers have a very interesting 
translucent character. 

mailto:editor@houstonorchidsociety.org
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In October we will have a lovely selection  of plants from 

Orchid Obsessions. Some will be in bloom. Raffle tickets 

can be purchased using cash, check and credit cards. Be 

sure and pick up your bonus tickets for wearing your 

badge, bringing in your box tops for education (10) and 

first time attendees.  

Newcomers Group Meeting 
By Amy Colville 

The Newcomers will meet Sunday October 18th 2:00 to 

4:00 pm at Judith and Loren Neufeld’s home. Details will 

follow in an email to all newcomers.  

Raffle Table 
By Elayne Duncan 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 HJC 

Judging 

18 2:00 PM 

Newcomers 
19 20 21 22 Newsletter 

Content is Due 
23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

October 2015 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs 
Upcoming Events 

Officers 

President Mary Gunn 

VP - Speakers Derek Lowenstein 

VP - Shows  Kar Chong & Winnie Yap 

VP - Membership Natalie Istin 

Treasurer Rick Hepler 

Recording Secretary Tom Durrett 

Past President Mary Gunn 

Chairs 

Conservation Marianne Walker 

Display Table Loren & Judith Neufeld 

Guest Hospitality Lorraine Hughes 

Happenings Editor Susan Dally 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Amy Colville & Calvin  Starr 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Elayne Duncan & 

 Sara Bentley 

Refreshments Margaret Mahoney 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Holly Miller & 

 John Stubbings 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings & 

  Fr. Ted Baenziger 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 

Fr. Ted Baenziger Holly Miller 

Amy Colville Stephen Moffitt 

Marvin Gerber Calvin Starr 

Directors - One Year Term 

Jim Butler Sandra Higham 

Susan Dally Lakshmi Narayana 

Don Ghiz Marianne Walker 

Representatives 

AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Michael Mondville 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings & 

 Lauri Skov 

Oct 2-3 

Central Louisiana Orchid Society Show & Sale 

“Orchids on the Plantation” 

Kent Plantation House 

Alexandria, LA 

 

Oct 11 

Houston Orchid Society’s October Picnic 

Orchids & Tropicals 

Santa Fe, TX 

Orchidsandtropicals.com 

 

Oct 17 - 18 

Orchid Society of Arizona Show  

“ Showcase of Orchids” 

Arizona State Veteran’s Home 

Phoenix, AZ 

http://orchidsocietyaz.org/osa6.htm 

 

Oct 24-25 

Fort  Worth Orchid Society Show 

“An Orchids Autumn” 

Ft. Worth Botanical Garden 

Ft. Worth, TX 
http://www.swroga.org/sites/default/files/

fwos_show_ad.pdf 

See Ad pg. 10-11 

 

Oct 31—Nov 1 

Kansas Orchid Society Fall Show & Sale 

Botanica, The Wichita Gardens 

Wichita, KS 

Contact Sarah J. Pratt 

 

Dec 5 
Acadian Orchid Society 55th Annual Short 

Course 

Hotel Acadiana 

Lafayette, LA 
http://www.swroga.org/sites/default/

Orchidsandtropicals.com
http://orchidsocietyaz.org/osa6.htm
http://www.swroga.org/sites/default/files/fwos_show_ad.pdf
http://www.swroga.org/sites/default/files/fwos_show_ad.pdf
http://www.swroga.org/sites/default/files/2015_save_the_date_flyer_-_short_course.pdf
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FORT WORTH OS 

The FWOS and 

SWROGA Fall Show and 

Meetings. 
Setup, registration, and meetings on 
Friday the 23rd of October. Show and 
sale 24th and 25th.  Event Schedule, Reg-
istration, and Exhibit reservation are 
all on the website SWROGA.org under 
current shows.  Ribbon and AOS judg-
ing on Saturday. Lectures by Daniel 
Callahan and Dotty Woodson Ph.D. fol-
low.  Please come, visit with old friends, 
and make new friends especially at the 
Banquet and live auction at the Botanic 
Gardens restaurant Saturday evening. 
 
We are looking forward to seeing you 

as well as your society’s and individual 

member’s exhibits. 

INVITATION TO 
‘An Orchid Autumn’ 

Beallara Maretch ‘Howard’s Dream’  

Due to several activities including a horse show occurring at the same time as the show, we were 
unable to make hotel arrangements.  We suggest going online to trivago.com and use extended 
stay America medical center as your hotel; then look at the hotels that are close. We also advise 
reserving your room soon. 
For questions contact Sam Wylie @ 817-860-5349 or sam_wylie@yahoo.com 
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October 2015 
Join us at the Clown Alley Orchids 

 
Class and Phalaenopsis Sale 
October 9 & 10 10:00AM till 

5:00PM 
 

The SALE Friday and  
Saturday 

Phalaenopsis species and  
Hybrids 20% OFF 

 
The Class Saturday 2:00PM 
Beginner’s bring your plants 

$20.00 includes a starter plant 


