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The Houston Happenings 

Presidents Post 
By Mary Gunn, President 

I hope that all of you who at-

tended our Summer Workshop 

had a great time. We had excel-

lent speakers and the vendors 

and silent auctions gave us plen-

ty of opportunities to add to 

our collections.  Thank you to 

John Stubbings and Father Ted 

for co-chairing and making the 

event happen, and to the many 

o t h e r  v o l u n t e e r s  w h o 

helped.  My special thanks to my 

team who handled registrations 

and name tags and made the 

process easy: Denise, Margaret, 

Sarah and Rosalvina.  

Our Annual Picnic will be held 

on Sunday October 11th, and 

Rick Lockwood will be our 

speaker on September 3rd. 

From the age of 5, Rick has 

been figuring out how to culture 

oddball organisms, and after 

graduating from UC Irvine be-

came a herpetologist and aqua-

rist for the Oklahoma City zoo.  

After leaving the zoo biz in 

1995, Rick became an environ-

mental toxicologist for Ramboll 

Environ, where he is a managing 

scientist for the aquatic toxicol-

ogy division of the Nashville, 

Tennessee office. He has fo-

cused on salt (in particular po-

tassium) toxicity issues since 

2005. His wife, Robin, rekindled 

his love of orchids in 2001, and 

he has since been passionately 

pursuing the study of species 

orchid culture, breeding, and 

conservation. He is an active 

and past office holder of the 

Orchid Society of Middle Ten-

nessee and a major contributor 

on the SlipperTalk orchid fo-

rum. Slipper orchids are his 

favorite, but it took almost 10 

years before he “got it right” to 

the point where he is achieving 

AOS awards with his favorite 

flowers. Besides slippers Rick 

also keeps an extensive collec-

tion of species Bulbophyllums 

and Phalaenopsis.   

September Program:  What Orchids Eat 
By Derek Lowenstein, VP Speakers & Programs 

Rick Lockwood 

will be hosted by Laurie and 

Sheila Skov at their new loca-

tion.  We'll have a sign up sheet 

at the September meeting to 

bring food, drinks and supplies. 

Be sure to put the picnic in your 

calendar and join us.  

At the September meeting the 

HOS membership will select a 

Nominating Committee for the 

coming year. You will be asked 

to vote for three members from 

a roster of eligible members. 

Please put some thought into 

your selections and be ready to 

vote. The Nominating Commit-

tee will determine who to nom-

inate for next year's Officers 

and Board Members.   The bal-

lots will be counted and the 

committee will be announced 

before the end of the meeting. 

The slate of nominations will be 

presented at our October and 

November meetings, followed 

by voting in November.  

Please Welcome New 

Members: 

 

Clarion Hess 
 

Jade & Steven Hope 
 

Piotr Pawlowski 
 

Rebecca Sturnfield 
 

Ted & Dawn Thorne 

Orchids & Tropicals LLC (Laurie & Sheila Scov) will have 

plants for sale at the September meeting 
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August Plant Table 
By Loren  Neufeld 

Hybrid Winners(Tie): Ascda Pattaya Gold  

Presented by Judith Neufeld 

 

Den. Enobi Splash x Enobi Purple (photo 

unavailable) 

Presented by Tom Huynh 

 

Species Winner: Angraecum sesquipedale 

(photo unavailable) 

Presented by Jay Balchan 

How many of you noticed the 

superbly grown vanda on the 

silent auction table last 

month?   I believe it was 

brought in by Tan Tran.  The 

thing that really caught my eye 

about it was the very unique 

"pot" that it was growing in.  I 

have always struggled with 

growing vandas because I am 

not able to water every day or 

Cultural Quick Tips 
By Jay Balchan  

There were 7 

Hybrids and 11 species 

entered. 

every other day.  Because of 

that, mounted plants or plants 

like vandas that grow in baskets 

or just in air alone have always 

been a challenge for me.  

The pot that the vanda was 

growing in was a piece of black 

plastic flexible drain pipe cut 

maybe 8" tall.  Because the pipe 

is open on both ends, one of 

the end had to be blocked off 

and that was accomplished with 

a round piece of plastic 

mesh.  Because the drain pipe 

has ribs, the mesh can sit inside 

the pipe in one of the larger 

diameter areas.  One small 

piece of telephone wire ran side 

to side providing a little bit of 

extra support for the mesh. 
A mix made up of a lot of peb-

bles and other non porous 

items was used to grow the 

beautiful vanda that we saw -

without the need for every day 

watering! 

Happy growing... 
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Workshop 2015 
By John Stubbings, Photos by Judith Neufeld  

Clear Lake, Shreveport etc.  

Thanks also go to Stephen Mof-

fitt for organizing the HOS si-

lent auction, Tom Durrett for 

organizing the HJC silent auc-

tion, and Don Ghiz for making 

arrangements for the Friday 

dinner and hosting two speak-

ers. We now can start planning 

for 2016. Any suggestions for 

topics and speakers would be 

appreciated. And finally we all 

must acknowledge the leader-

ship of Fr. Ted in dealing with 

the University of St. Thomas 

and arranging the Saturday 

meals. 

We had another successful 

workshop thanks to the help of 

so many of you. I want especial-

ly to thank Mary Gunn for help-

ing organize the event and regis-

tration and Don Maples for 

chairing the judging. Winnie Yap 

was our outstanding Friday Re-

freshment leader with Dennis 

Tomjack as bartender so they 

also get big thanks. We had 

about 65 total attendees with 

three wonderful speakers. Be-

sides our Houston Orchid Soci-

ety members we had folks from 

San Antonio, Austin, Corpus 

Christi, Galveston, Hitchcock, 

The AOS is now publishing the latest 

awards photos FREE online  

Check it out: 
 

 http://www.aos.org/orchid-awards.aspx 

http://www.aos.org/orchid-awards.aspx
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29 of the 50 species I had ob-

tained, and as of to date, I’ve 

bloomed 54 of the 82 recog-

nized species in Harold Koo-

powitz’s Paphiopedilum check-

list in Orchid Digest 4th quarter 

2000 issue. 

Technically that goal has been 

overturned with the exciting 

discovery of two new species 

placed in their own new sec-

tions (Paph. canhii, and Paph. 

rungsuriyanum).  So as long as 

new species are found, I may 

never realize my early goal with-

out creating a caveat of refer-

encing the taxonomy of the 

day!!  But I really look forward 

to the day when I will have the 

opportunity to grow these new 
species. 

But not to be deterred by the 

ever changing state of orchid 

species taxonomy, I will write 

about the progress I’ve made on 

my second major slipper grow-

ing goal: to grow full life cycle a 

species from each paph subgen-

era or section.  Even based on 

the taxonomy of 2006 I have yet 

to achieve this goal, but I’ve had 

some major culture break-

throughs in 2010 and 2011 that 

have greatly increased my ability 

to meet this challenge. 

Full life cycle growing, to me, 

means pollinating adult blooming 

plants, obtaining seed, germinat-

ing the seed, and raising the 

seedlings up to their first 

blooming.  And to be clear, I 

still don’t do my own flasking, 

but send seed to the Meyers 

Conservatory for flasking.  For a 

conservation biologist growing 

the full life cycle is the epitome 

of organism culture, because 

you learn the growing require-

ments of all life stages of the 

organism. 

Here’s a list of my full cycle 

species grown so far: 

 P a p h .  c h a r l e s w o r t h i i 

(pollination in 2004) 

 P a p h .  h e n r y a n u m 

(pollinations in 2004, 2005, 

and 2008) 

 Paph. lowii (pollination in 

2009) 

 P a p h .  m a s t e r s i a n u m 

(pollination in 2008) 

 Paph. primulinum var. purpu-

rascens (pollination in 2005) 

 P a p h .  s p i c e r i a n u m 

(pollination in 2003) 

 Paph. wardii ‘Robin’s Prince 

C h a r l e s ’  A M / A O S 

(pollination in 2006) 

 Paph. wilhelminae ‘Mocha-
Caramel Twist AM/AOS 

(pollination in2008)  

 

These cover the sections Paphi-

o p e d i l u m ,  B a r b a t a , 

Coryopetalum, Pardopetalum, 

and Cochlopetalum, leaving 

representatives of Parvisepalum 

and Brachypetalum to go. 

(Based on the taxonomy used in 

the 2004 second edition of the 

Paphiopedilum Growers Manual 

by Lance Birk).  

Getting AOS awards on the P. 

wardii and P. wilhelminae was a 

big bonus to seeing those first 

blooms after 3-5 years of grow-

ing the seedlings. 

As noted previously I had some 

major culture breakthroughs 

from 2010 – 2011 that made 

these full cycle successes possi-

ble.  The biggest breakthrough 

was my discovery of inhibitory 

effects of excess potassium to 

orchid species.  This knowledge 

when coupled with the develop-

ment of a basket growing sys-

tem for paphs completely 

turned around my seedling 

growing campaign.  

The success of the nutrition 

program I developed is not only 

apparent in consideration of the 

successful rearing of the above 

eight species, but observing the 

failures to raise hundreds of 

germinated paph seedlings to 

(Continued on page 5) 

Five years into my orchid hob-

by, I wrote an article for the 

Slipper Orchid Alliance News-

letter (Spring, 2006) “Try A Bit 

of Everything”.  In that article I 

detailed what I had learned 

about slipper orchid culture 

(and orchid culture in general), 

and announced the achievement 

of a personal orchid growing 

milestone: blooming at least one 

species from each subgenera or 

section of Paphiopedilum.  Actu-

ally at that time I had bloomed 
Paph. charlesworthii 

Paph. henryanum 

Paph. henryanum 

First bloom on a Paph. lowii 

Growing Full Circle   
By Rick Lockwood 
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Growing Full Circle  -  Continued 
 

their first bloom. The early 

attempts at raising seedlings of 

P. bellatulum, P. callosum, P. 

hirsutissimum, P. lowii, P. mo-

quetteanum, P. philippinense, P. 

primulinum var. purpurascens, 

P. sukhakulii, P. wardii, and P. 

wilhelminae were all were dis-

mal failures, with no survivors 

by three or so years out of 

flask.  The early losses of multi-

ple flasks of P. lowii are particu-

larly poignant given how robust 

and fast growing seedlings from 

the recent breeding have prov-

en to be under the new nutri-

tion program. 

I’ve been told that failure breeds 

success, and so I continue on 

with learning and applying that 
learning for the betterment of 

my orchids.  I have some nice 

babies growing up to look for-

ward to, with blooming size 

seedlings of five more species 

“on deck”, and several more 

capsules already in to Troy Mey-

ers, with another handful of 

capsules swelling up in the 

greenhouse now.  These include 

my missing paph sections 

(excluding the new species).  So 

I think I’m only six years away 

from meeting my next Paphio-

pedilum milestone !?!?!?  □ 

 

(Rick Lockwood is our speaker 

on September 3rd.  He can be 

reached at: 

Ramboll Environ 

 201 Summit View Drive,  

Suite 300, 

Brentwood, Tennessee 37027 

email: 

rlockwood@environcorp.com) 

Above Left: Paph. mastersianum  

 

Above Right: Paph. primulinum var. 

purpurascens  
 

Left: Paph. spicerianum  

 

Below Left: Paph. wardii ‘Robin’s 

Prince Charles’ AM/AOS  

 

Below Right: Paph. wilhelminae 

‘Mocha-Caramel Twist AM/AOS  

mailto:rlockwood@environcorp.com
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Stay-At-Home Orchid Wonders 
By Susan Dally, Editor  

Some really great photos of our 

members Stay-At-Home babies 

were sent in this month.   

At left is Blc. Majestic Light 

Crown sent in by  Stacey 

Pauley. Really gorgeous Stacey!

Below at left and center are two 

cymbidiums from Yvonne Li. 

Cym. Golden Elf and Cym. gyoku-

chin ‘So Shin’. Yvonne says she 

acquired the species from Ste-

phen Moffitt two years ago and 

that both these plants have a 

wonderful fragrance. 

The three at right belong to 

Judith Neufeld.  They are (from 

top) Tri. philippensis V. brachiate, 

Blc. Golden Tang, and Stan. 

assidensis. 

Thank you ladies for sending in 
your photos!!! 
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REFRESHMENT CORNER 
 

The Refreshment Committee had 8 people sign up to bring snacks for the September 

HOS meeting.  If anyone else would like to bring snacks please do. 

Thanks to Sara Bentley, Ivan Bernal,  Melissa Dwan, Eve Fewel, Rosalvina Guimerans, 

Mary Gunn, Rupa Kota, Linda Livesay, Troy Merchant, Denise Mitchell,  Sandy Stubbings, 

Winnie Yap and anyone else who brought snacks to the August meeting. 

A sign up sheet will be circulated at each meeting to cover the next 2 months. 

Thanks, 

Margaret Mahoney & Sandra Higham 

The Houston Orchid Society 

Workshop was well attended 

this year. Sixteen orchids were 

brought in for judging.  Two 

awards were given. Marvin and 

Renee Gerber received an HCC 

of 75 points for an unregistered 

cross of C. Motte Spot ‘Paridise 

x Epiarthron Kevin Mark Ragbir. 

John Stubbings received an 

HCC of 75 points for his Ctt. 

Sagarik Wax. 

There were no orchids brought 

to the judging center for the 

meeting on August 15th. For 

the month of September, the 

judging center will meet in the 

Jereback Center. 

Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale  
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This month we will have a beautiful selection of budding plants 

from Sunset Valley Orchids in California. Raffle tickets can be 

purchased using cash, check and credit cards. Be sure and pick up 

your bonus tickets for wearing your badge, bringing in your box 

tops for education and first time attendees. 

Newcomers Group Meeting 
By Amy Colville 

On September 20th, the Newcomers will be meeting at Lee Row-

ell’s Orchid Express and Leasing on Heights Blvd. for a  repotting 

party and potting up donated dendrobiums keikis from Allan Da-

vies. Details will follow in an email to all newcomers.  

Raffle Table 
By Elayne Duncan 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 Newsletter 

Content is Due 
18 19 HJC 

Judging 

20 2:00 PM 

Newcomers 
21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 2:00 PM 

Intermediates 
28 29 30 

7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting    

September 2015 

Intermediate Group Meeting 
By Jay Balchan 

Our next Intermediate Group meeting will be in September (4th 

Sunday) at Bill Bartletts' home.  For this meeting we will be 

learning some intermediate level wire bending techniques from 

Bill and others.   There are an amazing array of clips, fasteners, 

and other useful items for orchids that can be made from regular 

straight wire 

The HOS will provide enough wire for the day of activities, but 

you must bring your own wire clippers.  If you don't have a good 

pair of clippers, go get one.... And don't skimp!   A good pair is 

only a few dollars more than a lousy pair and you need to be 

able to cut and bend your own wire!! 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 
Officers 

President Mary Gunn 

VP - Speakers Derek Lowenstein 

VP - Shows  Kar Chong & Winnie Yap 

VP - Membership Natalie Istin 

Treasurer Rick Hepler 

Recording Secretary Tom Durrett 

Past President Mary Gunn 

Chairs 

Conservation Marianne Walker 

Display Table Loren & Judith Neufeld 

Guest Hospitality Lorraine Hughes 

Happenings Editor Susan Dally 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Amy Colville & Calvin  Starr 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Elayne Duncan & 

 Sara Bentley 

Refreshments Margaret Mahoney 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Holly Miller & 

 John Stubbings 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings & 

  Fr. Ted Baenziger 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 

Fr. Ted Baenziger Holly Miller 

Amy Colville Stephen Moffitt 

Marvin Gerber Calvin Starr 

Directors - One Year Term 

Jim Butler Sandra Higham 

Susan Dally Lakshmi Narayana 

Don Ghiz Marianne Walker 

Representatives 

AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Michael Mondville 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings & 

 Lauri Skov 

Sep 26-27 

Greater North Texas Orchid Society 

Fall Show & Sale 

Southfork Hotel, 1600 N. Central Expwy. 

Plano, TX 

http://www.gntos.org/node/28 

 

Oct 2-3 

Central Louisiana Orchid Society Show & Sale 

“Orchids on the Plantation” 

Kent Plantation House 

Alexandria, LA 

 

Oct 2-3 

Central Louisiana Orchid Society Show & Sale 

“Orchids on the Plantation” 

Kent Plantation House 

Alexandria, LA 

 

Oct 11 

Houston Orchid Society’s October Picnic 

Orchids & Tropicals 

Santa Fe, TX 

Orchidsandtropicals.com 

 

Oct 24-25 

Fort  Worth Orchid Society Show 

“An Orchids Autumn” 

Ft. Worth Botanical Garden 

Ft. Worth, TX 
http://www.swroga.org/sites/default/files/

fwos_show_ad.pdf 

 

Oct 31—Nov 1 

Kansas Orchid Society Fall Show & Sale 

Botanica, The Wichita Gardens 

Wichita, KS 

Contact Sarah J. Pratt 

 

Dec 5 
Acadian Orchid Society 55th Annual Short 

Course 

Hotel Acadiana 

Lafayette, LA 
http://www.swroga.org/sites/default/

files/2015_save_the_date_flyer_-_short_course.pdf 

http://www.gntos.org/node/28
Orchidsandtropicals.com
http://www.swroga.org/sites/default/files/fwos_show_ad.pdf
http://www.swroga.org/sites/default/files/fwos_show_ad.pdf
http://www.swroga.org/sites/default/files/2015_save_the_date_flyer_-_short_course.pdf
http://www.swroga.org/sites/default/files/2015_save_the_date_flyer_-_short_course.pdf
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September 2015 

Join us at the Clown Alley Orchids 
10th Anniversary Sale and Celebration 

September 9-16, 2015 

Hard to believe we opened our 
doors in Texas 10 years ago !! 

 

The SALE 
25% OFF EVERYTHING WE SELL 

 

The PARTY 
4:00 PM Wed September 16 

Cake, wine, cheese etc. 
Ends at darkness. 

 

 

 

Phragmepedium Sale  
Stephen Moffitt 

12226 Dorwayne Ct. 

Houston TX 77015 281-888-4816 

 
I need more room for Catasetums 

and I am selling a good number of my 

Phragmepediums.  Most plants are 

bare root divisions.   To view a list 

and photos of available plants visit 

my website:   
http://catasetinae.com/index.html 

 

All orders for Phragmepediums will be dis-

counted 50%. Orders will be reserved on a 

first come basis.  Do not order through 

the website. Send your order to my email 

address: bunsareus2@gmail.com.   

I will send you an invoice through PayPal if 

that is desired, or pay with a check or cash. 

You can pick up your plants at my house, 

or I can bring them to the HOS meeting.  

 

50% off is good through September 7, 

2015.  

http://catasetinae.com/index.html
mailto:bunsareus2@gmail.com

