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The Houston Happenings 

Presidents Post 
By Mary Gunn, President 

Wow! It's been a very busy and 

fun filled year so far. The HOS 

Annual Spring Show was won-

derful - as usual!  Holly Miller, 

assisted by John Stubbings and 

their crew did yet another out-

standing job. Kar and Winnie 

put together a lovely HOS dis-

play and made the whole pro-

cess look easy. It’s great to see 

newer members volunteering 

and managing projects. The 

displays were outstanding high-

lighting a lot of quality orchids. 

Sara Bentley organized the food 

for volunteers. The Newcom-

er's entered a display again this 

year, and a lot of the members 

won ribbons and awards. Thank 

you to the Houston Judging 
Center for their time and work 

to judge the show and plants. 

We're fortunate to have a Judg-

ing Center in Houston. The 

vendors reported that they did 

well this year. I hope all of you 

found some special orchids to 

Our speaker on May 7 will be 

Mac Rivenbark. Mac and his 

Filipina wife started an orchid 

business over 12 years ago after 

many fascinating trips to the 

Philippines.  With extensive 

study Mac is becoming an ex-

pert in Philippine species and 

other Asian species and cur-

rently grows and blooms over 

300 different types.       

Mac has served our country in 

the U.S. Marine Corps. He was 

the past president of the Fort 

Lauderdale Orchid Society and 

enjoys giving lectures and edu-

cating others about orchids. 

Come see and hear this exciting 

and interesting lecture. 

Mac’s presentation will consists 

of a short introduction, fol-

lowed by a digital slide show 

with beautiful orchid and travel 

photos.   At the end of the pro-

gram culture tips and Q and A 

will also be included in this mini 

class. 

Mac and his wife Helen are 

looking forward to seeing and 

speaking with you soon. 

May Program:  Introduction to Philippine Species 

By Derek Lowenstein, VP Speakers & Programs 

Mac Rivenbark 

add to your collec-

tions.  Many members 

volunteered their time 

and talent to help make 

it a great show that ran 

smoothly. Thank you 

for your part in making 

our show a success.  

The weekend after the 

show we participated 

in the Kemah Board-

walk Garden Show for 

the first time.  Steve Moffitt 

organized and managed our 

booth and display and put in a 

lot of time and work. The 

weather didn't cooperate, and 

the heavy rains kept a lot of 

people away on Saturday and 

created some extra work and a 
bit of damage to a few of the 

plants, but it turned out well. 

The weather was beautiful on 

Sunday, so attendance was high-

er and we had a nice time. The 

Kemah staff was very organized 

and took great care of us. They 

were delighted to have us (and 

our orchids) at the show.  

We still have a number of 

events scheduled for the rest of 

the year: The Newcomers and 

Intermediate groups have a joint 

event on May 17th which in-

cludes a picnic and swap/sell 

event; the Workshop is in Au-

gust, HOS picnic in the fall, and 

some more interesting speak-

ers.  See you at the May meet-

ing. 

 

Winnie and the HOS Booth at 

the Kemah Garden Show 
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Volunteer Of The Month 
By Mary Gunn, President, Photo by Malcolm Mccorquodale  

April Plant Table 
By Loren  Neufeld, Photos by Malcolm Mccorquodale  

Hybrid Winner: Phal. Doud Violet 

Presented by Yvonne Li & Jay Kwan 

Species Winner: Onc. Sphacelatum 

Presented by Yvonne Li & Jay Kwan 

Calvin Starr was our Volunteer 

of the Month for April. Calvin 

recruited a few volunteers and 

some blooming orchids from 

members and put in a display 

for HOS at the SWROGA show 

in Tyler. It was great to have an 

HOS display in the show, and 14 

plants received ribbons. He is 

also serving as the co-chair with 

Amy for the Newcomer's 

Group this year, manages the 

Clerking Team for our Show, 

designed and maintained our 

website for several years, and 

the list goes on.. Calvin has 

been a very active volunteer 

since he first joined HOS and 

has served in all of the VP posi-

tions and President in 2013 - 

plus many more activities and 

event through the years. Many 

thanks, Calvin.  

There were 17 

Hybrids and 8 species 

entered. 
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So everything is going great with 

your orchid collection.   You 

are using Safari or Bayer or 

Orthene and all the pesky scale 

is under control.  You are rotat-

ing fungicides every so often so 

you are not seeing any rot 

problems.  You are getting nice 

new growths popping up as the 

weather gets warmer and the 

days get longer. Life is 

good.  Maybe you start to relax 

your good hygiene practices a 

bit.....  Then BAM !   Suddenly 

out of the blue, you are remind-

ed of why you always need to 

be careful.   If none of you have 

ever seen the awful effects of 

orchid virus, just look at the 

picture.  Completely ruined 
flowers.  And if you had not 

cleaned your cutting tools after 

Cultural Quick Tips 
By Jay Balchan  

working on this plant, then may-

be all the subsequent plants 

you've worked on are now 

infected!   Ugh!!    

Remember to always clean your 

tools after every plant no mat-

ter how good the look on the 

outside! 

As an FYI, this is one of Ralph's 

plants.   It is BLC Irene Finney.  I 

know that he had lots of divi-

sions of this plant at his estate 

sale.   Please be very careful 

with this plant if you got one... 

And because this was in his 

collection, be especially mindful 

of all the plants you may have 

gotten then.... But I know you 

are always careful of all plants 

that are in your collection, espe-
cially new ones! 

Happy growing.   

HOS Display 
By Kar Chong  

Winnie and I would like to 

thank all the members who 

volunteered their precious time 

to setup and tear down of the 

main display. It was a pleasure 

working with everybody. Special 

thanks to all the HOS members 

who brought in the beautiful 

flowers, the display will not won 

the AOS award without those 

beautiful flowers.  
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2015 Show Report 
By John Stubbings , Photos by Judith Neufeld and Malcolm McCorquodale 

Wow, what a great weekend. 

Thanks to many HOS member’s 

hard effort this was a fun orchid 

event. First and foremost I must 

praise Holly Miller the primary 

Co-Chair. She did so many 

things to make our show work 

well and present a great image 

to the public. Holly did this for 

the sixth year and I was glad to 

help her as much as possible. 

Make sure to thank her in per-

son if you haven’t already. 

Another heap of praise goes to 

Sarah Bentley for again heading 

up hospitality and refreshments. 

She spent many hours at the 

show and before the show get-

ting us some wonderful treats 

and eats.  I know another main 
contributor to the food was 

Doug George – he knows we all 

love his special fudge and salads.  

Rosalvina Guimerans handled 

the hospitality for Saturday, 

thanks. Many others also helped 

out supplying treats and cleaning 

up but I don’t have all your 

names, I’m sorry for omissions. 

Thursday and Friday setup went 

very well, lots of people helping 

out with all kinds of things. Tom 

Durrett helped with printing 

and publicity before the show 

and during the show helped 

liason with the museum staff. 

Friday night was judging. Don 

Maples  served as chair. Most of 

the Houston Judging Center 

members were there with three 

from San Antonio and one from 

Shreveport. Plant and other 

registrations were ably handled 

by Claudia Ludwig with several 

helpers as has been the case for 

many years. Calvin headed up 

clerking. I hope you were able 

to clerk. It is a great way to 

learn about orchids and have 

some fun. There were plenty of 

ribbons and trophies awarded 

for plants and displays. Most if 

not all of the judges and clerks 

didn’t get home till after 1:00 

AM Saturday! There were four 

AOS flower awards. Malcolm 
McCorquodale was one of the 

last to leave after taking some 

marvelous photos of the win-

ners. 

Speaking of ribbons and displays 

we must thank Kar Chong and 

Winnie Yap for heading up the 

Houston Orchid Society display. 

Some of their helpers in set up 

and tear down were Jean 

Schwenke, Karin Luhnau, Bill 

Bartlett, and Loren Neufeld. 

Mary Gunn and Derek Low-

enstein did all of the registra-

tions for the plants in the HOS 

(Continued on page 5) 

Link to Judith’s  Many Show  

Photos 
Link to Malcolm’s Photos of Each 

Display 

http://share.shutterfly.com/action/welcome?sid=8RcNmzds3beI&emid=shareprintviewer&linkid=link5&cid=EM_sharview
http://share.shutterfly.com/action/welcome?sid=8RcNmzds3beI&emid=shareprintviewer&linkid=link5&cid=EM_sharview
http://mccorquodale.net/hjc/2015Show/
http://mccorquodale.net/hjc/2015Show/
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display. The result was stunning 

and received the best of class 

trophy and the American Or-

chid Society Show Trophy as 

well as an American Orchid 

Society Silver Certificate. They 

had lots of help from a legion of 

HOS members and I’m sorry if I 

missed your name. 

Saturday and Sunday were 

peaceful and mostly involved 

sales by our vendors. Vendors 

all went home happy and almost 

sold out. The much better at-

tendance and sales this year was 

partially due to the absence of 

the Japanese Festival. Sunday 

ended with tear down and 

cleanup. Again the HOS mem-

bers, especially Jean Schwenke 
and Frank Lee played a big part 

helping everyone get plants, 

props and other items loaded 

into all kinds of vehicles. That 

assistance makes a great big 

positive impression on every-

one. We also had HOS mem-

bers clean up after the big mess 

we made which again creates a 

good image. 

So thanks to all who pitched in 

to make this a great show, espe-

cially Holly as Chair and all the 

committee chairs.□ 
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be extinct in Burma; habitat 

limited to SW Yunnan, China). 

Many orchid species have less 

than 100 individuals known to 

exist. These rare orchids in-

clude Platanthera holochila (less 

than 40, Hawaii, USA), Co-

runastylis superb (40 plants, 

single site by the side of a road, 

Australia) and Caladenia pumila 

(2 individuals, 2009, Victoria, 

Australia, recently rediscovered 

having not been seen since 

1926). Most orchids species are 

either not cultivated in ex situ 

or their number in ex situ is 

unknown. 

Conservation, whether in situ 

or ex situ, must be planned with 

a long time frame in mind. This 
is difficult to comprehend in a 

world of instant gratification. 

Three hundred years out is 

difficult for the mind to grapple 

with. In the history of earth, 

evolution of species, and change 

of habitat three hundred years is 

a blip in the time line. Our ap-

proach for ex situ orchid con-

servation should be as far out as 

we can think.  

Right now, two important ob-

jectives of science to further 

species conservation are the 

identification of all species found 

on earth and the categorization 

of them using DNA. Orchid 

DNA analyses are still in the 

stage of DNA sequencing of all 

orchid species and determining 

relationships between species. 

One of the biggest hurdles sci-

entists face in categorizing a 

species using DNA is making 

sure the DNA they are analyz-

ing comes from a true species. 

Knowing definitively if a plant or 

animal is a true species is also a 

problem for ex situ conserva-

tion. Since we are still figuring 

out the DNA of orchid species 

we haven’t determined what 

true orchid species we have in 

ex situ. To illustrate this prob-

lem we can look at the conser-

vation work being done on the 

American bison (Bison bison). In 

(Continued on page 7) 

What the words “ex situ orchid 

conservation” bring to the 

minds for most of us is the 

growing of orchid species plants 

in cultivation. It can also mean 

the gathering and saving of or-

chid seeds, and DNA. One goal 

of ex situ orchid conservation is 

to save a species ex situ as it 

disappears in situ. A further, 

though unrealistic goal for many 

species, is to reintroduce the 

species back into the wild. I say 

“unrealistic” because the under-

lying reasons for species extinc-

tion in the wild need to be ad-

dressed before a successful 

reintroduction can happen. Ex 

situ conservation boils down to 

saving genetic information and 
diversity.  

As orchids become extinct in 

their natural habitats, ex situ 

orchid conservation takes on 

greater importance. The loss of 

natural habitat will continue as 

humans exploit and develop 

land, divert water flow, and 

change the environment. The 

continent of Europe has the 

most developed land. Only 15% 

of its land is “natural” and not 

changed by human activity. It is 

likely that as the human popula-

tion continues to increase all 

other continents are headed in 

the same direction. There has 

been no time in modern human 

history where habitat destruc-

tion has not happened or been 

reversed. In fact, habitat de-

struction is only accelerating. 

This loss of habitat is the num-

ber one reason for species ex-

tinction. Ex situ conservation is 

the conservation of last resort 

we have with any species. 

The need for a conservation 

effort now is urgent. Many or-

chids border on extinction as 

their habitat dwindles or are 

already extinct in the wild. A 

few of these include Caladenia 

brachyscapa (extinct both in situ 

and ex situ, Tasmania, Austral-

ia), and Paphiopedilum wardii 

(over collected and reported to 

The Challenges of Ex Situ Orchid Conservation 
By Mark Sullivan 

Paphiopedilum spicerianum with the dorsal sepal 

projected forward in the photo by Kenyon is the 

most common. The flattening out of the dorsal 

sepal and the larger, rounder, and flatter shape of 

Paphiopedilum spicerianum ‘Monster’ HCC is an 

example of the direction of breeding for awarded 

orchid flowers. There is thought that in nature 

the forward projected sepal found in slipper or-

chids keeps water out of the pouch. Water in the 

pouch could drown the pollinator or make the 

flower too heavy for the stem. As orchid breed-

ing for awards changes the dimensions of flower 

parts, there are questions about the usefulness of 

awarded species for conservation. Judging orchids 

for awards is an important part of orchid horti-

culture. It would be interesting to see what 

awarded orchids will look like 100 years from 

now. 

Left photo:Paphiopedilum spicerianum 

photo by Gordon Kenyon 

Right Photo: Paphiopedilum spicerianum 

'Monster' HCC grown and photographed by 

Ramon de los Santos 

Paph wardii by eric hunt 

Paphiopedilum wardii photo by Eric Hunt © 

www.orchidphotos.org 

http://www.orchidphotos.org


 

1890 the bison almost became 

extinct with an estimated count 

of 750 animals. Today that num-

ber is around 360,000 or is it? 

To prepare a long term conser-

vation plan for the bison, scien-

tists started taking DNA sam-

ples to compare against a true 

bison DNA sequence. They 

were surprised to find out that 

many of the bison were actually 

hybrids with cattle DNA. The 

only bison herd that appears not 

to have cattle DNA in its genes 

is the Yellowstone National 

Park herd. The Wind Cave Na-

tional Park herd may also be 

made of true species but DNA 

testing continues. This narrows 

down the number of true 
American bison to about 

10,000. Once you create a hy-

brid, no matter how many sub-

sequent generations of breeding 

with a species, you still have a 

hybrid with DNA from the ini-

tial hybridization. While a plant 

or animal can look like a spe-

cies, it could be a genetic hy-

brid. One of the biggest chal-

lenges of ex situ conservation, 

especially with orchids where 

extensive hybridization has oc-

curred, is to conserve the ge-

netic purity of a species. There 

is a great risk of “genomic ex-

tinction” through hybridization. 

This can easily happen with 

orchids, especially the more 

popular spec ies . Peop le 

“improve” a species by hybridiz-

ing it and then still calling it a 

“species”. A tag gets lost or tag 

markings fade on a hybrid and 

then it gets retagged as a 

“species”. These “species” then 

unwittingly get used in breeding. 

All subsequent generations are 

genetic hybrids even if the outer 

appearance may look like a spe-

cies. If the two species used as 

parents are closely related and 

some taxonomists consider 

them one species then this may 

not be a problem. The basic 

question is what is a species?  

The differences between a spe-

Page 7 The Houston Happenings 

cies and a close hybrid are easi-

er to distinguish when viewed 

side by side. Between the Yel-

lowstone Bison and the hybrid 

bison some differences that are 

easier to pick out are shape and 

direction of horns, tails, and 

body shape and size. On the 

hybrid bison, you can really see 

the influence of cattle in their 

horns.  

When orchids are in ex situ, we 

are the pollinators. What draws 

us to pollinate one orchid with 

another is different from what 

draws an orchid's natural polli-

nator(s). Natural pollinators are 

drawn to an orchid because of 

scent, shape, visual cues that 

mimic food or mate and some-
times because of an actual nec-

tar reward. Human pollinators 

have pollinated flowers that are 

pleasing to us: pleasing scent, 

large, round, flat, with good 

substance, and without what we 

perceive as blemishes. We are 

attracted to the unusual, the 

outliers of a species and not the 

plainer, everyday examples of a 

species. We pollinate selectively 

to create above “average” or-

chids. We hybridize.  

This creates two problems from 

a conservation point of view. If 

reintroduction occurs the origi-

nal pollinator may have trouble 

pollinating our “above average” 

orchids. The proportion be-

tween flower parts may have 

changed, allowing a pollinator to 

escape without the pollen at-

tached. A sepal that once acted 

as a hood to keep rainwater 

from collecting in the pouched 

lip may be flattened. Rainwater 

collects in the pouch and 

drowns potential pollinators. Of 

course, this assumes that the 

pollinator exists in the orchid 

habitat and has not suffered the 

same demise as the habitat or 

the orchid it pollinated. Our 

pollination for orchids that 

please us skews the gene pool 

of an orchid species in ex situ to 

the unusual varieties of that 

species. We jeopardize the 

“average” genes of the orchid as 

would have been found in na-

ture. We lose the genetic diver-

sity of a species.  

Saving the genetic diversity of 

species is a top goal of ex situ 

conservation. A conservation 

orchid breeder would breed to 

increase or stabilize the genetic 

diversity of an orchid species. 

Line breeding and breeding for 

specific traits would not be 

done. While award winning 

orchid species can be a part of 

any conservation effort, they 

should not make up a large 

percentage of the effort. There 

is more wiggle room with plants 

than with animals in saving ge-
netic diversity. Plants can de-

crease to a smaller number of 

individuals than animals and still 

have a healthy population.  

Large number of individuals of 

species does not protect a spe-

cies from going extinct. Many 

orchids are niche players with 

only a few individuals in unique 

habitats. This makes these or-

(Continued on page 8) 

Ex Situ Conservation- Continued 

Hybrid Bison - Photo by Mark Sullivan 

Yellowstone Bison (Bison bison)- Photo by 

Bonnie Eicher © 2008 
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Ex Situ Conservation- Continued 

cies will not go extinct. When 

explorers from Europe found 

the new tropical world of Cen-

tral and South America, they 

would often ship back to Eu-

rope things packed in crates 

with orchid plants used as the 

“Styrofoam peanuts”. Orchids 

were used as packing materials 

because they were so plentiful 

and easily available. While there 

is a little hope for conservation 

if an orchid species gets down 

to one plant, we should not be 

lulled into complacency because 

of the abundance of a species. 

There are many things that can 

go wrong and we do not want 

to get down to one plant or the 

extinction of a species. We 
must keep a watchful eye. 

When plants and animals are 

interbred and not crossbred, 

they lose vigor, gain abnormal 

and often-crippling traits, and 

become more susceptible to 

disease. Orchid breeders are 

well aware of this risk as they 

line breed. The risks increase 

with every successive genera-

tion. Cultivated edible bananas 

have been so line bred that they 

have become very susceptible 

to black sigatoka, a fungus. 

There is concern that it could 

cause the collapse of the banana 

industry. Dog breeds suffer 

from genetic abnormalities that 

affect their hips and hearts. The 

importance of maintaining ge-

netic diversity cannot be under-

stated. 

One way of saving genetic diver-

sity is with a seed bank. Orchid 

seeds are small and can be 

saved in a small space. The Mil-

lennium Seed Bank Project is 

coordinated by the Royal Botan-

ic Gardens, Kew. It is an ex situ 

conservation effort to prevent 

the extinction of plants in the 

wild. There are national seed 

banks located around the world 

that participate in the Millenni-

um Seed Bank Project. The 

Millennium Seed Bank stores 

seeds in large, -20 degree Celsi-

chids particularly vulnerable to 

habitat destruction and they can 

disappear like Caladenia bra-

chyscapa. But even orchids 

found in relatively large num-

bers and over large habitat are-

as are vulnerable to extinction. 

While there are no abundant 

orchid species that have yet 

suffered this fate there are a 

number of cautionary tales that 

tell us not to leave our guard 

down. 

T h e  p a s s e n g e r  p i g e o n 

(Ectopistes migratorius) was 

once said to be so great in num-

bers that a passing flock would 

be a mile wide and would dark-

en the skies of the US Midwest 

for days. Before the hunting of 
passenger pigeons it is estimat-

ed that they were 25- 40% of 

the total bird population in the 

US. People shot the passenger 

pigeon for feather decoration, 

for food, but most were shot 

just for the “fun” of it. People 

believed that there was an end-

less supply. From 1900 until 

1914 a concerted effort was 

made at ex situ conservation of 

the passenger pigeon. The last 

passenger pigeon in the world 

died in September 1914 at the 

Cincinnati Zoological Garden. 

Great numbers of a species 

does not guarantee that a spe-

us underground vaults preserv-

ing the world's largest seed 

collection. In 2009 they reached 

a banking of 10% of all wild plant 

species. Their next goal is to 

bank 25% of the world’s flower-

ing plant seeds by 2020.  

The Orchid Seed Stores for 

Sustainable Use is a UK Darwin 

Initiative. Their target is to have 

1000 orchid species seeds in 

storage. They are also gathering 

data on germination media, 

longevity of orchid seeds, seed 

capsule ripening time and the 

number of seeds per capsule. 

Other efforts, like The Orchid 

Seedbank Project sell, swap, and 

donate orchid seeds to re-

searchers and conservation 
groups.  

The Meyer Conservatory pro-

vides another model for pro-

moting orchid species conserva-

tion. The business receives or-

chid species seeds from custom-

ers, grows them in flasks and 

then sells them at a low flat rate 

without regard to rarity.  

Growing orchid species ex situ 

and maintaining seed banks is 

expensive. Collecting, cleaning, 

organizing and keeping seeds in 

sub zero vaults is expensive. 

Likewise, growing and maintain-

ing orchids in greenhouses is 

both time consuming and ex-

pensive. The idea of reintroduc-

ing orchids back into the wild 

(especially if you are rebuilding 

the habitat) adds greatly to the 

expense. It is by far more cost 

effective to conserve orchid 

species in situ and protect habi-

tat in the first place. With about 

25,000 orchid species in the 

world, ex situ conservation of 

them all is impractical. The cost 

alone would be staggering. 

There will be orchid species 

going extinct in the future. A 

great emphasis should be on the 

conservation of orchids in their 

natural habitats. For the ex situ 

conservation, the focus should 

be on orchid species where the 

(Continued on page 9) 

Martha, the last 

passenger pigeon 

Meyers Conservatory’s lab technician Am-

ber Kost replating orchid plants. Photo by 

Troy Meyers 

http://www.troymeyers.com/
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habitat protection will likely fail 

or has failed. 

The last challenge that ex situ 

orchid conservation faces is that 

many species are difficult or not 

possible to maintain ex situ. This 

is specifically true of terrestrial 

orchids where our knowledge of 

their relationship with the rest 

of their habitat is not fully un-

derstood. While we can bank 

the seeds, we are at a great 

disadvantage of further propa-

gating them, especially if the 

species goes extinct in the wild. 

Right now, the state of the ex 

situ orchid conservation effort is 

fairly disorganized. The Millenni-

um Seed Bank Project is the 

most organized efforts. Botanical 
gardens, researchers, commer-

cial species growers, and home 

growers are pretty much doing 

their own thing with no coordi-

nation among them. 

So what can be done? As scien-

tists discover, catalog and under-

stand species in situ, there could 

be a similar effort to discover 

the state of species ex situ. The 

establishment of an ex situ or-

chid conservation database 

would greatly facilitate this ef-

fort. With refinement, the data-

base could be used for conser-

vation breeding. With a data-

base, we would understand our 

strengths and weaknesses better 

in terms of what species we 

have in ex situ and how that 

matches with orchid species in 

situ. We could then better focus 

our limited resources in ex situ 

on orchids that are threatened 

with extinction in situ. A “proof 

of concept” example of a data-

base is the Living Orchid Collec-

tion. If and when our ex situ 

conservation database is estab-

lished, it will require dedication 

from the orchid world. 

The National Council for the 

Conservation of Plants and Gar-

dens in the United Kingdom has 

a Program called the National 

Plant Collections, which is to be 

“as complete a representation of 

Ex Situ Conservation- Continued 

a genus or section of a genus as 

possible.” Some orchid genera 

are in this collection. A similar 

program could be set up with 

orchid societies. Orchid socie-

ties could choose to be the 

keepers of as complete a repre-

sentation of a genus or section 

of a genus as possible. The col-

lective members of the society 

would maintain the genus repre-

sentation in their various grow-

ing situations. They could help 

guarantee the genetic diversity 

of species in the genus. Societies 

could choose to be the keepers 

of several genera. If different 

societies overlap by keeping the 

same genus, this would be bene-

ficial. It could  promote interac-
tion between societies. An easy 

way to begin would be for or-

chid societies to assess which 

species their members grow. 

This would be an indication of 

the genus the society could 

become involved in with an ex 

situ conservation effort. Then 

orchid society members would 

become direct participants in 

orchid conservation. The effort 

would give orchid societies 

another dimension of interest in 

keeping and attracting new 

members. 

Orchid conservation is going to 

take a concerted effort by the 

people who love orchids. A few 

scientists and conservationists 

cannot do this alone. The more 

people involved, the better the 

chance for success. Not only 

will the participation in orchid 

conservation open a new aspect 

to this great hobby of ours, but 

our success will help safeguard 

orchid species for future gener-

ations□ 
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flower mass. Lorraine Hughes 

won an HCC with 79 points on 

her unregistered paphiopedilum 

(Satchel’s Legend x Shunan 

Pride). Another HCC of 77 

points was awarded to Doug 

George for Paph. Perfect Spots.  

The last award was given to Tin-

Wein Yu for his Phal. K.S. Super 

Zebra which received an AM 

with 80 points. 

On April 18 the judging center 

judges met under cloudy/rainy 

conditions to award two or-

chids. Rick Hepler won both 

awards. The first was an AM of 

82 points  for Paph. hookerae . 

The second was for Paph. dele-

natii which received an HCC of 

75 points. 

Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples, Photo by Malcolm McCorquodale  

Since the last report, the judging 

has been very busy. The first 

event was the Houston Orchid 

Show on April 10th. The show 

was a beautiful example of how 

to exhibit orchids properly. The 

Houston Orchid Society exhibit 

arranged by Kar Chong and 

Winnie Yap won the AOS Tro-

phy and a Silver Certificate! The 

Galveston Bay Orchid Society 

won numerous trophies as well 

as the Orchid Digest Trophy. 

Congratulations to both socie-

ties for very well done exhibits. 

There were four AOS awards 

given for plants in the show.  Bill 

Bartlett’s Phal. equestris won a 

Judges Commendation (JC) for 

exceptional flower count, condi-
tion and striking presentation of 
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REFRESHMENT CORNER 
 

The Refreshment Committee had 6 people sign up to bring snacks for the May HOS 

meeting.  If anyone else would like to bring snacks please do. 

Thanks to Tina Benya, Oscar Cruz, Allan Davies, Melissa Dawn, Eve Fewel, Patricia H., 
Cherie Lee, Claudia Ludwig, Denise Mitchell, Betsy Robinson, Sandy Stubbings, Winnie 

Yap and anyone else who brought snacks to the April meeting. 

A sign up sheet will be circulated at each meeting to cover the next 2 months. 

Thanks, 

Margaret Mahoney & Sandra Higham 

Stay-At-Home Orchid Wonders 
By Susan Dally, Editor  

Spring is full of color in our 

greenhouses, and this year is no 

exception.  

Judith Neufeld sent photos of 

some color in her greenhouse, 

including (from top left) Paph. 

Berenice (Paph lowii x philip-

pinense); Den. lowesii var. bicol-

or; A cardinal who apparently 

came in to admire Judith’s or-

chids; Psychopsis papilio and 

Den. Lindleyii. 

The last two are blooming in my 

greenhouse.  They unfortunately 

opened too late to be in our 

show.  They are: Oncidium 

sphacelatum ‘Lone Star’ and 

Miltoniopsis roezlii. 

If you are unable to bring your 

orchids in to a meeting or to 
judging, please consider sending 

in a photo to share. 
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I wanted to apologize for all the confusion last month about 

when we give free raffle tickets.  To clarify, free tickets are 

given for: 

 Wearing your name badge - 1 ticket 

 10 box tops - 1 ticket 

 First time attendees - 3 tickets 

We will have Angraecum dideri, Dendrobiums, Vanda chris-

tensoniamum, Paphiopedilum spicerianum, Paphiopedilum 

delenatii and many more for you to take a chance on, so 

buy your tickets. 

Thanks for your support! 

Joint Newcomers & Intermediates Meeting 
By Jay Balchan 

In May, we will have a combined Newcomers and Intermediate 

Group Meeting.   We will be reviving the old plant swap and sale 

that we used to have regularly years ago. 

The specifics are as follows: 

 

 Location:   Spring Orchids (Denny/Renee Haase),  22332 

Gosling Road, Spring Texas  77089   (white wooden fence 

and dumpster in the front of the property) 

 Time/Date:   Starts around noon, Sunday May 17 

 Food Info:   Bring your own lunch and a larger dessert to 

share with a couple of others;   water/lemonade will be 

provided;  Also bring a folding chair 

 Meeting Theme/Purpose:  Bring your extra divisions, plants, 

pots, potting materials, or other orchid goodies that you can 

swap with other HOS members or that you would be willing 

to part with for a small price.   Spend the lunch time and 

early afternoon enjoying lunch, talking about orchids with 

other HOS members, seeing what you can barter for, and 

checking out the Spring Orchids greenhouses.   Bring a tray 

of old plants and leave with a tray of new plants!! 

Raffle Table 
By Elayne Duncan 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 77:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 HJC 

Judging 

17Joint  

Newcomers/

Intermediate 
18 19 20 21Newsletter 

Content is Due 
22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

May 2015 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

May 9 - 10 

Oklahoma Orchid Society Annual Mother’s 

Day Show & Sale 

Will Rogers Garden Exhibition Center 

Oklahoma City, OK 

Contact Jana Butcher 

W.butcher@cox.net 

See Ad page 14 

 

May 15 - 17 

Redland International Orchid Festival 

Redland Fruit & Spice Park 

Homestead, FL 

www.redlandorchidfestival.org 

 

May 29- 31 

New Orleans Orchid Society Annual Show & 

Sale 

Lakeside Shopping Center 

Metairie, LA 

www.neworleansorchidsociety.org 

 

June 13 - 14 

Acadian Orchid Society Show & Sale 

Ira Nelson Horticulture Center 

Lafayette, LA 

 

Jul 10 - 12 

Baton Rouge Orchid Society Annual Show & 

Sale 

Baton Rouge Garden Center 

Baton Rouge, LA 

 

Aug 7 - 9 

Houston Orchid Society’s 36th Annual Sum-

mer Workshop 

Jerabeck Center, Univ. of St. Thomas 

Houston, TX 

Officers 

President Mary Gunn 

VP - Speakers Derek Lowenstein 

VP - Shows  Kar Chong & Winnie Yap 

VP - Membership Natalie Istin 

Treasurer Rick Hepler 

Recording Secretary Tom Durrett 

Past President Mary Gunn 

Chairs 

Conservation Marianne Walker 

Display Table Loren & Judith Neufeld 

Guest Hospitality Steven Ramirez & 

 Lorraine Hughes 

Happenings Editor Susan Dally 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Amy Colville & Calvin  Starr 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Elayne Duncan & 

 Sara Bentley 

Refreshments Margaret Mahoney 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Holly Miller & 

 John Stubbings 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings & 

  Fr. Ted Baenziger 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 

Fr. Ted Baenziger Holly Miller 

Amy Colville Stephen Moffitt 

Marvin Gerber Calvin Starr 

Directors - One Year Term 

Jim Butler Sandra Higham 

Susan Dally Lakshmi Narayana 

Don Ghiz Marianne Walker 

Representatives 

AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Michael Mondville 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings & 

 Lauri Skov 

http://www.redlandorchidfestival.org
http://www.neworleansorchidsociety.org/
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Redfern Natural History Productions 

 

The Borneo Orchids Expedition 
 

Thursday July 30th - Friday August 14th 2015 

 

Learn More at: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=CM_NCq1r2zg 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CM_NCq1r2zg

