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The Houston Happenings 

Presidents Post 
By Mary Gunn, President 

2015 is shaping up to be anoth-

er fun and busy year for our 

Society and members. Our Of-

ficers met to establish priorities 

and plans for this year, and the 

Board had it's first meeting of 

2015. As recorded in our By-

laws, "the purposes of the Soci-

ety are: the discussion and study 

of Orchids, the promotion of 

Orchid conservation, the educa-

tion of members and the public 

through the presentation of 

lectures, lessons, and exhibits, 

organization and participation in 

workshops and similar study 

Francisco Miranda will be our 

speaker on February 5th.  He 

will talk about the orchids of 

Rio de Janeiro. 

Francisco Miranda was born in 

Rio de Janeiro.  He has been 

growing orchids since 1979, the 

same year he completed his 

degree in Biology, and began his 

taxonomic studies on the orchid 

family. He obtained his masters 

degree in 1985 with his thesis 

“Section Cattleyodes of the 

genus Laelia”. He has spent 

many years doing field research 

on Brazilian orchids resulting in 

many new species being de-

scribed, and the publication of 

two books and several scientific 

papers. In 1996, he was the 
Program Chairman for the 15th 

World Orchid Conference in 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. For many 

years Miranda went at least 

twice a year to the United 

States and other countries with 

the main purpose of giving lec-

tures to Orchid Societies. From 

1986 to 2000 he had an orchid 

nursery in Rio de Janeiro, Or-

quidário Boa Vista, specializing 

in producing superior cultivars 

of Brazilian orchid species. Pres-

ently, he owns Miranda Orchids, 

a Haines City, Florida-based 

Nursery, where high-quality 

species in the Cattleya alliance 

are being produced continuing 

Orquidário Boa Vista's tradition. 

Since 2001, he is a qualified 

Taxonomic Authority for the 

American Orchid Society, spe-

cializing in the determination of 

Brazilian orchids, mainly of the 

Cattleya alliance. 
Since moving to the United 

States, he has concentrated 

even more in giving lectures 

throughout the country, neigh-

boring Canada and also in Brazil. 

February Program:  Orchids of Rio de Janeiro  
By Derek Lowenstein, VP Speakers & Programs 

Please Welcome New 

Members: 

 

Ivan Bernal 

Christine Jennings 

Worth Jennings  

Mai Perez  

Francisco Miranda 

of Miranda Orchids 

He will be selling 

plants at the meeting. 

More recently he resumed his 

taxonomic work and is guiding 

tours to Brazil on a more regu-

lar basis with the main objec-

tives of orchid observation, 

photography and conservation 

awareness.  

groups, symposiums and confer-

ences concerning the subject of 

Orchids.” We are increasing the 

number of events scheduled for 

this year, and this will support 

and  forward the outreach and 

purpose of the Houston Orchid 

Society. The weekend after our 

February meeting, we will be 

participating in the Texas Home 

and Garden Show at NRG Cen-

ter on February 6, 7, and 8. We 

need a few more volunteers to 

help sell orchids, talk to visitors 

about growing orchids, give out 

HOS information, and invite 

visitors to our monthly meeting. 

It's a very good opportunity for 

Newcomers to join in to work 

with, learn from, and get to 

know more experienced grow-

ers in our Society. We will have 

sign-up sheets at all of our pub-

lic events this year to help build 

a contact list of interested peo-

ple that we can keep in touch 

with and invite to visit our 

meetings, show and other 

events. Our Spring show will be 

April 11-12 at the Museum of 

Natural History.  The following 

weekend on April 18-19, we'll 
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Presidents Post - Continued 
 

Volunteer Of The Month 
By Mary Gunn, President, Photo by Malcolm Mccorquodale  

Bill Bartlett was honored as the 

Volunteer of the Month for 

January. Bill is one of our long-

time members who serves as a 

volunteer at so many of our 

events.  He is a ‘regular’ every 

year helping on the HOS display 

for the Spring Show. He worked 

both weekends at the Orchid 

Sale in November (Ralph Neal 

collection), has served as a back

-up when needed for the Treas-

urer, helps with balancing the 

books, and did an audit for HOS 

for 2014. Bill, thank you for 

your many hours of service to 

HOS – this past year and for 

many prior years.  

have a booth at the Kemah 

Garden Show. This will be our 

first time there and we're excit-

ed about participating.  We 

need volunteers to help manage 

and work at the Kemah Show as 

well as our August Work-

shop.  There will be volunteer 

sign-up sheets for these events 

at the February meeting.  We 

have a lot of opportunities this 

year and appreciate your gener-

osity in participating and making 

our events successful.    

Last Chance to Renew Your Membership! 

By Natalie Istin, VP Membership 

Only members who have paid 

their dues by the February 

meeting will get their names in 

the 2014 Directory.  Dues are 

$30 (single membership) or $45 

(family). Application and dues 

can be mailed to Natalie, ad-

dress shown on the member-

s h i p  a p p l i c a t i o n : h t t p : / /

houstonorch idsoc iety .org/

membership.html, or handed to 

her at the meeting.   Not sure if 

you've renewed yet?  email 

Natalie natalie.istin@gmail.com, 

or ask her at the meeting.  

Bill Bartlett 

Texas Home & Garden Show At NRG Center, February 6th,7th & 8th 
By Stephen Moffitt  

We will have a booth at the 

show. We still need a couple of 

volunteers to man our booth. 

We will have some very good 

plants for sale. If you would like 

to bring some blooming orchids 

for our display at the show 

bring them to the meeting with 

your name taped on the pots. 

We will take them from the 

meeting Thursday and display 

them at the show Friday. I will 

take them home with me after 

the show and you can pick them 

up from my house Sunday even-

ing or later in the week.  

http://houstonorchidsociety.org/membership.html
http://houstonorchidsociety.org/membership.html
http://houstonorchidsociety.org/membership.html
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT1304_com_zimbra_email%22));
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January Plant Table 
By Loren  Neufeld, Photos by Malcolm Mccorquodale  

HOS’s Annual Spring Show 
 

The Houston Orchid Society Spring Show for 2015 is only two months 

away.  The dates are April 11 and 12.  We will again be at the Houston 

Museum of Natural Science, 5555 Hermann Park Dr., Houston, TX 

77030.  

Set up will be Thursday evening and all day Friday. Our Theme is 

‘Orchids: Nature’s Masterpiece’.  Start planning your exhibit.  Also plan 

to help out for the weekend.  

See Holly Miller or John Stubbings to volunteer or for more details. 

Species Winner: Kar Chong 

 Laelia purpurata var. cornea 

There were 15 species entries  

Hybrid Winner: Yvonne Li & Jay Kwan  

 Onc. Tsiku Marguerite  

There were 33 hybrid entries 
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The second main type of habitat 

we have in the Amazon is the 

open forest over white sand 

soil, and these areas are called 

Amazon “Campinas”. These are 

very small patches that in Brazil 

are limited to the Central and 

Eastern Amazon.  Because this 

type of forest is open, sunlight 

can shine down all the way to 

the ground. This, together with 

the fact that white sand has very 

good drainage creates areas 

where there are periods with 

varied degrees of humidity.  This 

creates lots of microhabitats 

and these allow a high diversity 

of orchids to grow. As a result, 

more than half of the orchid 

species found in the Amazon 
lowlands occur in this kind of 

forest. There is one Cattleya 

species that is well represented 

in these areas, C. wallisii (C. eldo-

rado). The species can be plenti-

ful in some areas and plants can 

be found on different heights of 

the trees. Sometimes, they grow 

very close to the ground like 

many of the other local orchid 

species, and if branches fall, the 

plants mostly can continue to 

grow on the ground. 

The third important habitat 

comprises the igapós, or flood-

ed forests. These vary a lot in 

terms of water distribution and 

if seasonal or permanent. Essen-

tially these flooded forests have 

high available humidity levels 

throughout the year, especially 

in the permanently flooded 

areas.  Water levels vary a lot in 

the Amazon lowlands, and due 

to high humidity orchids inhabit 

wherever they can get suitable 

light conditions. The Cattleya 

species to be found in this kind 

of forest is C. violacea. The spe-

cies has the most widespread 

distribution of any Cattleya spe-

cies, being found throughout the 

Amazon and Orinoco basins. 

2- Central Brazil 
The central part of Brazil com-

(Continued on page 5) 

Cattleya species grow all over 

Brazil, and are represented in 

most main types of vegetation. 

Many of the unifoliate species 

are native, and all the bifoliates 

are found in Brazil. The easiest 

way to have an understanding 

about these plants then is to see 

where and how they grow in 

nature. For that purpose I de-

cided to show most of these 

plants in a “Country Tour” 

where we start in the Amazon 

and end up in Southern Brazil. In 

between, we briefly pass 

throught the dry interior of the 

country and explore the coastal 

areas; this way we can see the 

different habitats and a good 

variety of representative spe-
cies. We are not going into 

details here, except to make it 

clear that the plants mentioned  

are the “real” Cattleya species 

and thus we are not including 

the Brazilian Laelias and/or oth-

er plants that have been recent-

ly added to the group. 

1- The Amazon 
The Amazon is the largest bi-

ome in Brazil. It covers about 

half of the country and includes 

three main types of forests 

where Cattleya species can be 

found. Being a rather uniform 

region, the variety of orchid 

species is limited in most areas 

and so are the cattleyas. The 

fact that it is a mostly equatorial 

region limits seasonal variation 

and throughout the year any 

changes are mostly in the 

amount of rain. This way, or-

chids tend to vary their growth 

cycle and especially flowering 

season according to the yearly 

rain regimen. The first type of 

habitat where we find orchids is 

the Dry Land Forest which 

grows over clay soil. This is the 

forest that never floods, and 

being a mostly closed environ-

ment, very little light gets into it. 

This way, most orchids are 

found on the top of the trees 

and the main Cattleya species 

found there is Cattleya luteola. 

The Genus Cattleya In Brazil 
By Francisco Miranda  

Above: Relief map of South America, Brazil color-

ized for vegetation.  Areas in green show tropical 

rain forest, greenish-yellow semi-deciduous or 

transitional forest and yellow-orange deciduous 

forest.  The darker the yellow-orange color, the 

dryer or longer the dry period. 

 

Below: Cattleya wallisii (C. eldorado) f. alba grow-

ing in one of the Central Amazon campinas. 

Plants can be found very low on the trees and 

usually receive plenty of light. 
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prises the Brazilian Central 

Highlands and several river val-

leys flowing from it. It has a very 

well defined dry season, and in 

the states of Mato-Grosso, Goi-

ás and Tocantins the dry period 

can be as long as 8-9 months. 

More to the south, in the states 

of Minas Gerais and Mato-

Grosso do Sul the dry season is 

not as long. Especially in the 

dryer areas, there are very few 

orchids to be found. There are 

two species of Cattleya found in 

the northernmost parts, which 

comprise the Araguaia and To-

cantins basins to the east and 

the Paraguai basin to the west. 

In the Paraguai and Tocantins 

basins, the most widespread 
species is Cattleya nobilior and 

this is a species well adapted to 

these extreme conditions. 

Plants produce a growth with 

pseudobulbs topped with two 

leaves in the summer, and by 

the end of the very long dry 

season they produce a modified 

growth that is only an inflo-

rescence. The cycle repeats 

every year, but when flowers 

get pollinated the plants usually 

don’t produce any new growths 

but instead use their energy to 

hold the seed pods. Cattleya 

araguaiensis grows inside the 

gallery forests of the Araguaia 

river, where conditions are 

much shadier and humid than 

those for C. nobilior. Growing 

under these less extreme condi-

tions, the plants grow like a 

typical Cattleya, producing flow-

ers from the top of the pseudo-

bulbs. More to the south, we 

can find Cattleya walkeriana and 

C. bicolor ssp. Brasiliensis. The dry 

season usually lasts less than five 

months, and Cattleya walkeriana 

especially shows an intermedi-

ate growth pattern between the 

one of C. nobilior and a typical 

Cattleya. Most of the native for-

est in Central Brazil have been 

destroyed, mostly for agricul-

ture (past and present) and 

cattle and logging mostly in the 

past. This makes the native Catt-

leya populations somewhat de-

pleted and plants are usually 

difficult to find. 

3- The Coast 
The coastal areas of Brazil are 

the richest in orchid species and 

also where the majority of Catt-
leya species are also found. 

Here we are putting together 

several different types of habi-

tats, but different Cattleya spe-

cies can be found on each. 

Starting from the ocean, the 

Brazilian coastline consists of 

alternate rock boulders and 

white sand beaches. This is 

prominent in the southern and 

southeastern regions, but to the 

north of Espírito Santo state the 

coast tends to become flatter 

and is mostly a long series of 

sand dunes. So the southern 

coastline consists of sand dunes 

and boulders backed by a fairly 

close high mountain range called 

the Serra do Mar (mountains of 

the sea). These mountains tend 

to peak at around 1000 meters 

(3,300 ft.) elevation but in some 

areas get to more then 2000 

meters (6,600 ft.) elevation. 

Their distance from the ocean 

varies from very close to several 

(Continued on page 6) 

Cattleya In Brazil - Continued 

Above: Cattleya nobilior ssp.  Amaliae  growing 

close to the ground on deciduous open forest. 

Plants are subject to very long dry periods and 

plenty of light. The open nature of this forest 

allows light to go all the way to the forest floor, 

and thus nobilior can be found down to the 

ground and continue to grow even on fallen 

branches. 

 

Right: Cattleya walkeriana is common on the dry inte-

rior of Minas Gerais, São Paulo and southern parts of 

Mato Grosso do Sul and Goiás states. The wide distri-

bution area helps the survival of the species, but wide-

spread habitat destruction mainly for agriculture pur-

poses makes these suitable forests difficult to find. 

Cattleya walkeriana is well adapted to the seasonally 

dry climate, and the species can also be found growing 

on rocks. 
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is very hot and dry. In some 

areas, there is no rain some-

times for years and thus we 

have the Caatinga vegetation 

growing. No cattleyas grow in 

these extremely dry areas, ex-

cept in the mountain ranges that 

can be found here and there. 

Those mountains are not very 

high, averaging around 1000 

meters (3,300 ft.) or so, but this 

is enough to get them covered 

by clouds frequently and here is 

where Cattleya labiata are going 

to be found. 

Starting with the sand dunes, is 

where several of the largest 

bifoliates are going to be found. 

In the Northeastern region, 

Cattleya granulosa can be found 
on the fairly flat dunes. The 

species flower in the spring, 

when it is not very hot. More to 

the South, in the states of Rio 

de Janeiro and Espírito Santo, 

we can find Cattleya intermedia 

and C. guttata. The first flowers 

in the spring, but Cattleya guttata 

blooms at the end of the sum-

mer, when temperatures are 

the highest. Constant breezes 

or even strong winds helps in 

keeping the plant temperatures 

lower in the summer. In the 

south, Cattleya intermedia and C. 

tigrina (C. leopoldii) grow in the 

dunes. 

The rock boulders are also 

home for Cattleya species, and 

from Santa Catarina to Rio de 

Janeiro states we can find Cattle-

ya intermedia, C. guttata and C. 

forbesii growing attached to the 

rocks. 

The swamps are also interesting 

regarding Cattleya species. In Rio 

de Janeiro state, we can find 

Cattleya forbesii and C. harrisoni-

ana, but not C. intermedia grow-

ing in them. In Rio de Janeiro, 

Cattleya intermedia grows only 

on the dunes and rocks. When 

we get to the swamps in South 

Brazil however, Cattleya interme-

dia  is the main species to be 

found growing in them. By now 

(Continued on page 7) 

dozen miles, depending on the 

section. In areas where the 

mountains are further away 

from the ocean, like in Rio de 

Janeiro State, there tends to be 

well developed swamps be-

tween them and the dunes. 

What happens is that the 

coastal mountains are hit by the 

cold fronts and thus receive lots 

of rain. All this water flows to 

the sea through small streams 

and fairly large rivers, and in 

some cases get blocked by the 

sand dunes or rocky boulders. 

Also, the rivers flowing on the 

coastal flats tend to flood their 

banks seasonally. This way, they 

flood for at least some part of 

the year and as a result some-
times well-developed swamps 

are formed. In Rio de Janeiro 

and São Paulo states, on the 

other side of the Serra do mar 

we have the Paraiba River valley 

and after it the Mantiqueira 

mountains. Most of the cold 

fronts are blocked by the Serra 

do mar, but the usually higher 

elevation of the Mantiqueira has 

them frequently covered with 

clouds and so there is an enor-

mous variety of orchids growing 

there. Not so many cattleyas 

though, but among them the 

most common is Cattleya loddi-

gesii.  After the Mantiqueira, we 

are getting to the dryer interior 

of Brazil as little rain passes 

over the coastal ranges. In the 

states of Minas Gerais and Ba-

hia, the main mountain range is 

what we call Serra do Espinha-

ço. It is a very long, wide and 

complex mountain range that 

basically has two sections. The 

northernmost part, in the state 

of Bahia, is called Chapada Dia-

mantina. In this chapada, which 

consist in tablelands and valleys, 

we can find Cattleya elongata and 

C. tenuis. Cattleya elongata grows 

in very exposed areas, whereas 

C. tenuis is found in small patch-

es of scrubby forest. In the 

northeastern region, just a bit 

away from the coast, the climate 

Cattleya In Brazil - Continued 
 

Above: Cattleya elongata gets its name due to 

the very long inflorescence, frequently taller than 

the plants themselves. The species occur in a 

wide area and the sheer number of plants makes 

it one of the Cattleya species less at risk in the 

habitat. 

Below: Cattleya granulosa growing on the sand 

dunes, Rio Grande do Norte state. The species 

used to be very common, but destruction of the 

habitat for housing development is a real danger 

for the species. 
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Cattleya In Brazil - Continued 

Above: The main habitat for Cattleya guttata in 

Rio de Janiero and Espírito Santo states is the 

sand dunes. Like most other plants growing on 

the coast, habitat destruction is the real danger 

for the species. Plants also grow on rocks (where 

they are mostly safe) and on the coastal forest. 

 

Below: In South Brazil, Cattleya intermedia 

grows on the dunes, the coastal forest and on 

rocks, but the largest populations can be found 

on swamps where the higher humidity helps 

plants frequently develop into large specimens. 

it is getting easy to understand 

why Cattleya intermedia is one of 

the easiest species to cultivate, 

they are found in so many dif-

ferent conditions. In some are-

as, also Cattleya tigrina can be 

found in the swamps. In the 

southernmost state of Rio 

Grande do Sul, there are very 

extensive swamps around the 

big lagoons, and this is where 

Cattleya intermedia inhabits in 

larger quantities. The species is 

so plentiful that in some places 

it is the dominant epiphyte by 

far. The huge number of plants 

can help us understand why 

most of the color forms of the 

species were found in these 

swamps. 
In non-flooding areas we can 

find a very well developed 

coastal forest. This is what is 

called the Atlantic Forest, and 

unfortunately it has been mostly 

destroyed and only about 5% of 

it remains. This is a very rich 

forest, and several Cattleya spe-

cies grow in it. In the state of 

Bahia, sections of the forest are 

being preserved as shade for 

Cocoa tree plantations. This is 

fortunate, as Cattleya warneri and 

C. schoffieldiana occur there. 

Cattleya warneri frequently pro-

duces seed pods and the seeds 

grow into lots of seedlings on 

the Cocoa trees below. As a 

result, the species tends to be 

considered a pest by the Cocoa 

growers. A little more to the 

north, still in Bahia, Cattleya 

aclandiae, C. amethystoglossa and 

C. kerrii are found. In South 

Brazil, Cattleya intermedia (again) 

and C. tigrina can also be found 

on the solid ground forest. 

After the swaps, we start to go 

up in the mountains in Rio de 

Janeiro and Espirito Santo. Sev-

eral different Cattleya species 

occur in different altitudes and 

areas, but as elevation rises we 

find Cattleya schilleriana, C. dor-

maniana, C. velutina, C. porphy-

roglossa and the coastal form of 

C. bicolor. These different spe-

cies also grow under different 

light exposures, and just looking 

at the plants we can see which 

ones grow more protected. 

These are Cattleya dormaniana, 

C. velutina and C. bicolor (again, 

the coastal form). Plants of 

those species produce long and 

thin pseudobulbs, attesting that 

they need shadier, cooler and 

more humid conditions all the 

time. Cattleya schilleriana and C. 

porphyroglossa produce more 

robust plants, which tells us 

they can withstand periods of 

draught. Between the first and 

second mountain ranges, we 

have the Paraiba River, and on 

its gallery forests Cattleya loddi-

gesii used to be found. Used to, 
because most if not all this for-

est has been destroyed. Fortu-

nately, the species has a wider 

distribution range after the Man-

tiqueira Mountains so it can still 

be found in areas of remaining 

flooded or gallery forest. 

Brazil is the richest country in 

Cattleya species, and I hope I 

gave a brief idea of such rich-

ness. Through time, several of 

the showiest species have been 

collected extensively and this 

impacted the populations of 

some of them, but nothing com-

pares with habitat destruction. 

Collected areas can recover, 

destroyed areas cannot. There 

used to be Cattleya velutina 

growing on the Tietê River 

inside São Paulo city, now its 

margins are concreted and not 

one tree remains since decades 

ago.□ 

 

(Francisco Miranda is the 

owner of Miranda Orchids in 

Haines City, Fl.  

See: MirandaOrchids.com 

Francisco’s biography can be 

found on page 1) 

MirandaOrchids.com
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because we had a successful 

experiment. I have really en-

joyed learning about orchids. 

I’ve come to appreciate them 

more.” 

Assisting Wood in IC’s orchid 

germination project has been 

junior biology major Shannon 

Skarha of Hillsboro, Missouri. 

“My main task in the orchid lab 

is to maintain mycorrhizal fungi 

from Madagascar,” Skarha said. 

“I’m still learning about fungi, 

but I recognize the importance 

that fungi play in orchid germi-

nation. Orchid seeds are very 

vulnerable and in order to 

achieve successful growth, they 

need a fungus to get nutrients 

from.” She said each orchid 
species has a particular fungus 

preference. “Our goal in symbi-

otic germination is to find the 

fungus that promotes the best 

growth,” Skarha said. “That’s 

where my knowledge and ex-

pertise come in, because I evalu-

ate the fungi.   

This past summer, Skarha re-

ceived a biology internship and 

traveled to London to work 

with orchids at the Royal Botan-

ic Gardens. “It was an amazing 

seven-week experience,” she 

said. “It was an opportunity for 

me to work with professionals 

who are the leaders in their 

fields of study. Kew sets the 

golden standard in plant conser-

vation around the world.” 

Zettler is relieved that his or-

chid-growing project is moving 

on to the next stage. “It has 

been very nerve-racking, with 

the uncertainty that these or-

chid species could become ex-

tinct under our watch,” he said. 

“But it’s what we do. It’s what 

we have to do.”□ 

 

(Greg Olson can be reached 

at 217-245-6121, ext. 1224, 

o r  o n  T w i t t e r 

@JCNews_Greg.) 

chids, 90 percent of which are 

found nowhere else in the 

world. Zettler said it is im-

portant to protect the orchids 

and other wild plants around 

the world. “Wild plants, includ-

ing orchids, are a potential 

source of new medicines, and it 

is the responsibility of plant 

conservationists to ensure their 

survival,” he said. “Illinois Col-

lege students are playing a di-

rect role in this conservation 

process. They are going to in-

herit the Earth and hopefully 

carry on this important conser-

vation work long after I’m 

gone.”  

Zettler is a world-renowned 

expert on orchids. He was invit-
ed by a Kew researcher in 2011 

to be part of an orchid conser-

vation team. “He specifically 

asked me to be the specialist for 

growing the orchids with fungi,” 

Zettler said. Consequently, 

Zettler and IC biology laborato-

ry manager Andrew Stice went 

to Madagascar in April 2012 to 

collect orchid seeds and the 

fungi orchids eat. “From that 

collection of seeds and fungi, we 

now have the plants in hand to 

take back to Madagascar, with 

student assistance.” 

On Madagascar, Wood will be 

tasked with recording Global 

Positioning System, or GPS, 

locations for the planting of 

each new orchid grown in the 

IC lab and translating conversa-

tions with the Madagascan peo-

ple, 20 percent of whom speak 

French. Wood is fluent in 

French. 

Wood has been involved with 

IC’s Madagascan orchid conser-

vation project for the past year. 

“I liked the goal of the program, 

and it corresponds with both of 

my majors,” she said. “When 

we actually first had germination 

[of the orchids] was exciting. I 

felt like a legitimate scientist 

Orchid Rescue 
By Greg Olson  

Rare plant species are growing 

in clear plastic containers — 

seemingly fighting for more 

space — in a small room on the 

Illinois College campus. “They 

want out,” said IC biology pro-

fessor Lawrence Zettler, refer-

ring to the young orchids he and 

his students have nurtured from 

seeds to seedlings for nearly 

two years. “We’re almost there. 

The long journey of getting and 

growing these plants and getting 

them home is almost over.” 

Next month, Zettler and Aman-

da Wood of Belleville, a junior 

biology and French major at IC, 

will travel about 9,500 miles to 

the island of Madagascar in the 
western Indian Ocean to rein-

troduce the orchids to their 

native soil. They will be joined 

on the two-week expedition by 

four researchers from the Royal 

Botanic Gardens at Kew in Lon-

don and the Kew Madagascar 

Conservation Centre.  During 

their island stay, the team will 

plant more than 500 orchids in 

Madagascar’s central highlands. 

Zettler said isolated pockets of 

many Madagascan orchids make 

them particularly vulnerable to 

loss of habitat. He said farm 

practices and illegal mining for 

precious stones have caused 

habitat loss in some areas and 

affected the island’s native or-

(The following  article was published on myjournalcourier.com on Dec. 14, 2014 and is republished here by permission of the 

Jacksonville Journal-Courier, Jacksonville, Illinois.    - Marianne Walker, Conservation Chair ) 
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TRI-CENTER JUDGING WORKSHOP 

Open to Judges and Non-Judges 
 

February 28, 2015 
Riverview Center, 500 Clyde Fant Parkway 

Shreveport, Louisiana 

$45 includes a light breakfast and a  lunch,  

two lectures from each speaker 

Cordelia Head: ‘Judging Pleurothalids and Masdevalias’; Culture of 

Pleurothalids and Masdevalias’ 

Bill Thoms: ‘Bulbophyllums: Big, Bizarre, and more Betterer’;  

 Bulbophyllum Culture: Getting the most out of your efforts’ 

The sessions should be of interest to AOS judges  

and to non-judges alike. 

Contact John Stubbings for more details and registration form. 

 

The Houston Happenings 

I have a lot of cattleyas.  As we 

all know, cattleyas grow "out" 

instead of "up" like a vanda or 

phal.  Because of this, when we 

repot, we need to provide a 

certain amount of space to al-

low for new growths.  But at 

the same time, we don't want to 

over pot the plant so much that 

the mix breaks down long be-

fore the plant should naturally 

be repotted, or worse, have too 

big a pot that there are not 

enough roots in the pot to use 

all the water you provide and 

you end up rotting all the roots. 

So what sized pot should you 

use.  My quick rule of thumb is 

to choose a pot that will allow 

for 2 new growths inside the 
pot.  I then let the 3rd growth 

grow over the edge of the pot 

because I repot every 3rd 

year.  The new orchiata bark 

mixes can last easily for 3 years. 

Looking at picture number 1 on 

the right, you can see in this 

case, there are actually two new 

growths outside the pot.  Lazy 

me!! 

Photo 2 shows a  plant that I 

recently repotted. 

You can see the new growth is 

doing well and there is room for 

a second growth next year. 

Cultural “Quick Tips” 
By Jay Balchan 

Picture 3 is of a plant repotted 

last year, so this year's new 

growth should be inside the pot 

and next year's growth will 

likely be outside this pot.  After 

that, it will need repotting again. 

So my rule of thumb using an 

orchiata bark mix is to size a 

pot for two years of future 

growth inside the pot and to 

repot every 3 years. 

Happy Growing! 

  

1 

2 3 
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Stay-At-Home Orchid Wonders 
By Susan Dally, Editor  

There are many orchids in bud 

or bloom this time of year. It 

seems every time I go out into 

the greenhouse I find new de-

lights to see.  

Some great photos were sent in 

this month.  Yvonne Li sent in 

the two photos on the left. 

They are Cym. Valerie Absolon-

ona ‘Ruby Lip’ and Onc. Twinkle 

red form.  Really nice Yvonne! 

Judith Neufeld sent in the other 

four photographs.  Clockwise 

from top right: Colm. Masai 

Red; Gur. skinneri; Oncda. 

Chaculatum (Oncda. charles-

thii_X_Onc. maculatum); and 

Rlc. Fuchs Orange Nuggett. 

Thank you both for sharing  

your beautiful Stay-At-Home 

orchids.   

AOS Corner 
By Laura Newton, AOS Membership & Affiliated Societies Chair  

Happy New Year!  

I find the webinars to be one of 

the best benefits to AOS mem-

bership!  

Our webinar for next month: 

February 25, 2015, 8:30 PM EST 

Harry Gallis, Accredited AOS 

Judge and Board of Trustees 

Vice President will present De-

mystifying AOS Judging: What 

are those Judges Looking For? 

Dr. Harry Gallis has been grow-

ing orchids since 1980, and cur-

rently has about 380 plants. The 

largest groups are cattleyas, 

phalaenopsis, and dendrobiums, 

the latter being his current pas-

sion. His plants have received 

41 AOS awards and, says Harry, 

"I very much enjoy growing 
plants for shows and awards.” 

He entered the AOS judging 

program in 1991, and is an Ac-

credited Judge and Past Chair of 

the Carolinas Judging Center in 

Greensboro, NC.  In 1999, he 

was asked to take on the posi-

tion of national training coordi-

nator for AOS judges.  He 

served as Chair of the Judging 

Committee for two years.  Har-

ry knows lots about judging; 

getting plants awarded, and will 

help us all understand what the 

judges want and how we might 

get one of those awards. 

If you are already an AOS mem-

ber, sign up for the webinars 

today  on our  webs i te 

www.aos.org. If you are not yet 

a member, now is the time to 

become one and start enjoying 

all the many benefits of mem-

bership! 

In the January 2015 issue of 

Orchids, there are plenty of 

wonderful articles chock-full of 

great information. Here are 

some of my favorites: 
Broughtonia by Thomas Mirenda 

explores the beauty of this Ja-

maican genus, with their bright 

colors and full form. 

Growing Phalaenopsis by Sue 

Bottom, is an in-depth look at 

what can go wrong and how to 

fix things. It will answer a lot of 

the questions that I get asked 

about this genus. 

A New Form of Cattleya dowiana 

and the Taxonomy of its Color 

Variation, is a fascinating look at 

this highly-treasured species. I 

personally am entranced by the 

rosita form. 

Great Ideas “Telephone wire loops 

to support Phalaenopsis spikes” 

teaches us an easy and inexpen-

sive way to help our Phalaenop-

sis look their best. 

On the website (www.aos.org) 

under the All about Orchids tab 

you can find Orchids A to Z, 

which is your definitive source 

for concise information on or-

chid genera. Full descriptions 

and culture requirements, pro-

vided by experts, hand-picked 
for their knowledge of select 

genera. Photos of choice species 

in each genus are shown with 

large-size pop-ups for detailed 

view. Culture requirements are 

presented in an easy to under-

stand "recipe-style" format. Just 

one more reason to join the 

AOS. 

http://www.aos.org/


The Houston Judging Center 

met on the 17th and awarded 

one orchid.  Paph. Angel Hair 

‘CLSK’ was awarded an Award 

of Merit with 82 points. The 

orchid belonged to Jose V. Re, 

Hopefully we will have more 

plants/awards at the next judg-

ing which will be 2/21/2015. 

Visitors are most welcome.  

Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples, Photo by Malcolm McCorquodale  

Page 11 The Houston Happenings 

REFRESHMENT CORNER 
 

The Refreshment Committee had 11 people sign up to bring snacks for the February 
HOS meeting.   If anyone else would like to bring snacks in February please do. 

 
Thanks to Winnie Yap, David Hunt, Jean-Marie Jones, Bill Bartlett, Amy Colville, Claudia 

Ludwig, Vivia Charo,  and anyone else who brought snacks to the January  meeting.   
 

A sign up sheet will be circulated at each meeting to cover 3  months. 
 

Thanks, 
 
 

Vicki Joern & Sandra Higham 
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Raffle Table 
By Elayne Duncan 

This month we will have mixture of plants from three different 

growers. We are hoping for a good variety with most of them in 

bloom or close to it. If you have any suggestions on what you 

would like to see raffled off please let me know. Remember you 

cannot win unless you buy your raffle tickets, wear your badge or 

bring in the box tops!  

Newcomers Group 
By Amy Colville 

The February newcomers meeting will be at Malcolm McCor-

quodale's house. Malcolm will discuss how he built his green-

house, orchid culture, watering and cooling and heating of his 

greenhouse and pest control.  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

6 Home & 

Garden Show 
7 Home & 

Garden Show 

8 Home & 

Garden Show 
9 10 11 12 13 14 

1512:00 pm 

Intermediate 

2:00 pm 

Newcomers 

16 17 18 19Newsletter 

Content is Due 
20 21 HJC 

Judging 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Tri-Center 
Workshop 

February 2015 

Intermediate Group Meeting 
By Jay Balchan 

Hello HOS, 

We will be having our first In-

termediate meeting of 2015 in 

February. Here are the details: 

Topic:  We will be learning 

about complex paphs (often 

called "bulldog" paphs) from 

Doug George.   Doug has been 

growing complex paphs for 

years and has the most exten-

sive collection in the Houston 

area. 

Location:  Doug George's 

house in Magnolia, TX.   Be-

cause this note will be put on 

the Internet, we will be sending 

his address out in a separate 

email to the HOS in a few 

weeks.  Members can find his 

address in the HOS directory. 

Date/Time:   Because of a 

judging event on our normal 

meeting day, we will be meeting 

the third Sunday in February 

(February 15th).   The meeting 

will start at NOON. 

Special event:   Lunch will be 

provided with this meeting, 

hence the earlier start time of 

NOON.  Please bring a dessert 

to share.   The rest of the lunch 

will be provided.  

Hope to see everyone at the 

meeting.  I'm sure you will learn 

a lot about a group of orchids 

that we seldom hear about. 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

Feb. 14 - 22 

The 25th Japan Grand Prix 

International Orchid Festival 2015 

Tokyo Dome 

 

Feb. 28 

Judges’ Tri-Center Seminar 

Riverview Center 

Shreveport, LA. 

See Ad, page 9 

 

Mar. 26 - 29 

Central East Texas Orchid Show 

“Carnival of Orchids” 

Tyler Rose Museum & Gift Shop 

Tyler, TX 

www.centraleasttexasorchidsociety.org/

show.php 

 

Apr. 10 - 12 

Houston Orchid Society Show & Sale 

“Orchids - Nature’s Masterpiece” 

Houston Museum of Natural Science 

See ads, pg. 3 & 14 

 

Apr. 11 

Greater North Texas Orchid Society Show  

North Haven Gardens, Dallas, TX 

Contact Lorna Kissling 

gntoshow2015@yahoo.com 

 

May 9 - 10 

Oklahoma Orchid Society Annual Mother’s 

Day Show & Sale 

Will Rogers Garden Exhibition Center 

Oklahoma City, OK 

Contact Jana Butcher 

W.butcher@cox.net 

Officers 

President Mary Gunn 

VP - Speakers Derek Lowenstein 

VP - Shows  Kar Chong & Winnie Yap 

VP - Membership Natalie Istin 

Treasurer Rick Hepler 

Recording Secretary Tom Durrett 

Past President Mary Gunn 

Chairs 

Conservation Marianne Walker 

Display Table Loren & Judith Neufeld 

Guest Hospitality Steven Ramirez & 

 Lorraine Hughes 

Happenings Editor Susan Dally 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Amy Colville & Calvin  Starr 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Elayne Duncan & 

 Sara Bentley 

Refreshments Margaret Mahoney 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

2013 Spring Show Holly Miller & 

 John Stubbings 

2013 Summer Workshop John Stubbings & 

  Fr. Ted Baenziger 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 

Fr. Ted Baenziger Holly Miller 

Amy Colville Stephen Moffitt 

Marvin Gerber Calvin Starr 

Directors - One Year Term 

Jim Butler Sandra Higham 

Susan Dally Lakshmi Narayana 

Don Ghiz Marianne Walker 

Representatives 

AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Michael Mondville 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings & 

 Lauri Skov 

http://www.centraleasttexasorchidsociety.org/show.php
http://www.centraleasttexasorchidsociety.org/show.php


Page 14 Volume 45, Issue 2 

February 2015 

 

Valentines Sale February 9-14 

SAVE 20% on all Orchids  

and Decorative Containers 

We will feature Yellow Orchids for the  

Lunar New Year February 19 

 

We have your potting supplies – plastic pots, clay pots, clear plastic 

pots, cork for mounting, tree fern for mounting, Orchiata Bark, Sponge 

Roc, Charcoal, Mixes, sphagnum moss, rhizome clips, hangers, etc. 

 


