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A non profit organization 

established in 1945, HOS is 

a recipient of the American 

Orchid Society’s Distin-

guished Affiliated Societies 

Service award 
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The Houston Happenings 

Presidents Post 
By Mary Gunn, President 

I hope everyone had a good 

holiday season. I'm writing this 

at the end of the year, and look-

ing back at 2014 and also for-

ward to the coming year.  2014 

was a very good and a very busy 

year for HOS. We participated 

Our speaker in January will be 

Dottie Woodson.  Her talk will 

be on greenhouse culture. 

Woodson and her husband, 

Berry, have grown and hybrid-

ized orchids since 1973. They 

grow their orchids in 5,000 

square feet of greenhouses, 

2,000 in their back yard and 

3,000 at D & B Orchids, 5608 

Boat Club Road, Fort Worth, 

TX. They have registered 64 

hybrids and won many awards 

for their orchids and orchid 

exhibits. Berry Woodson was 

named the Herb Hagar Hybrid-

izer of the Year by American 

Orchid Society in 2013.      

Dotty has presented orchid 

programs to orchid growers in 
many states, at two Internation-

al Master Gardener Confer-

ences, two International 

Phalaenopsis Alliance Confer-

ences and to international audi-

ences on Norwegian Cruise 

Line.  Woodson is a member of 

the Fort Worth Orchid Society, 

Greater North Texas Orchid 

Society, Southwest Regional 

Orchid Growers Association 

and the American Orchid Socie-

ty. 

Woodson has also written arti-

cles about orchid culture for 

many newspapers and magazines 

and appeared on many televi-

sion and radio shows to discuss 

growing orchids. In addition, she 

has produced several orchid 

videos and contributed orchid 

material and photographs for 

several books. Woodson’s DVD 

“Growing Orchids Made Easy 

with Dotty” is available through 

the Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-

sion Bookstore at https://

agrilifebookstore.org/.  

Dotty Woodson is an Extension 
Program Specialist for Water 

Resources assigned to the Tex-

as A&M AgriLife Research and 

Extension Center in Dallas, 

Texas. Woodson is part of the 

Texas A&M AgriLife Urban 

Water Team.  

Dotty appears each Sunday on 

NBC DFW channel 5 Sunday 

January Program:  Greenhouse Culture 
By Derek Lowenstein, VP Speakers & Programs 

Please Welcome New 

Members: 

 

Tina Benya 

Ginny Haag 

Demo Kouzounis 

Dottie  Woodson 

Morning News to discuss water 

issues, landscape water conser-

vation and of course orchids. 

Woodson started with Exten-

sion in May 1995 as a County 

Extension Agent in Tarrant 

County. Woodson has B.S. and 

M.S. degrees in Horticulture 

from Tarleton State University 

and a doctoral degree from 

Texas A&M and Texas Tech 

in two extra events where we 

had a booth & display at the 

Reliant Home & Garden Show 

and at the Mercer sale. The 

Spring Show and Workshop 

went very well, and we in-

creased our membership by 

12% - an increase over the pre-

vious year for the first time in 

several years.  

For 2015, we have a great 

lineup of speakers including 

Dotty Woodson, Francisco 

Miranda, Tom Harper, Linda 

Since Dotty Woodson will not be selling plants on January 8, Bruce Cameron 

of Orchid Obsession will be bringing plants for sale.  

https://agrilifebookstore.org/
https://agrilifebookstore.org/
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Presidents Post - Continued 
 

Volunteer Of The Month 
By Mary Gunn, President, Photo by Julius Klehm 

Judith and Loren Neufeld 

were recognized as Volun-

teers of the Month for De-

cember. They have cheerfully 

served in Chairperson and 

VP roles for the past 7+ 

years. As VP-Shows for the 

past two years, the HOS 

display has won many awards 

and special recognition. 

Thank you for being such 

eager and competent volun-

teers in our Society.   

Loren & Judith 

Neufeld 

Wilhelm, Alan Koch, and Brian 

Monk. Derek Lowenstein, our 

VP Speakers has already booked 

2 speakers to fill in this year, 

and has preliminary commit-

ments for several more speak-

ers for this year and   2016. 

 The Officers have met to dis-

cuss ideas to make HOS even 

better in 2015. We decided on 

the following priorities as a 

focus: strengthen our social 

media presence plus stronger 

traditional marketing for our 

events and meetings; increase 

membership through retention 

of current members and adding 

new members; and increasing 

volunteers.  

It's good to see new people 

filling leadership positions. A 

number of newer members and 

Newcomer's have agreed to 

serve as Officers and as Chair-

persons. Thank you to everyone 

who has volunteered. Please 

take a look at the roster of 

Officers, Board Members, 

Chairs and Representatives and 

be sure to express your appre-

ciation for the great job and all 

of the work they do for our 

Society! We are fortunate to 

have a thriving, active society, 

and it takes a lot of volunteers 

to make that happen. I encour-

age every member to volunteer 

in some way during the coming 

year. Say 'yes' when asked to 

participate in our events. It is a 

lot of fun and a good opportuni-

ty to get to know other HOS 

members.  

Refreshments: Everyone did a 

great job on refreshments for 

our party.  Let's keep the mo-

mentum going for our January 

meeting - bring food!  Vicki 

Joern has agreed to handle re-

freshments for January, and we 

need a Chairperson for Refresh-

ments for the rest of the year.  

Reminders: Bring a check to 

pay your membership dues if 

you haven't renewed yet. 

Here's to a fun-filled year in 

HOS. 

A New Year has Begun, Time to Renew your Membership!  

By Natalie Istin, VP Membership 

Dues are $30 (single mem-

bership) or $45 (family). Ap-

plication and dues can be 

mailed to Natalie, address 

shown on the Membership 

Application, or handed to 

her at the meeting.   Not 

sure if you renewed 

y e t ?   e m a i l  N a -

talie natalie.istin@gmail.com, 

or ask her at the meet-

ing.  Hurry up, only mem-

bers who have paid by the 

February meeting will get 

their names in the 2015 Di-

rectory.  

http://houstonorchidsociety.org/membership.html
http://houstonorchidsociety.org/membership.html
mailto:natalie.istin@gmail.com?subject=Membership
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An Orchid Prayer For The New Year 
By Carol Siegel 

Oh, Lord above who holds us dear 

Please let my orchids bloom this year. 

Let my roots grow thick and my buds grow round 

And please let no ugly brown scale be found. 

Kindly put all the nursery cattleyas on sale 

And don’t let me have to buy my orchids retail. 

Make my plants all bloom right before our meeting 

So lots of show and tell excuses I won’t be needing. 

Try to make my orchids bloom with lots of flowers 

So I won’t feel I have wasted all those darn watering hours. 

Please don’t make my plastic tags fall out 

So the parentage of every orphan plant is in doubt. 

Bless my orchids to wow with pink, yellow and red 

And please prevent more of them from winding up dead. 

May all this year have many blessings from above 

And may you all have blooms that you really love. 

Let all my orchid friends be healthy and have no cares 

But may all my orchids always be nicer than theirs. 

Used by permission: Siegel, Carol. “Humor - An Orchid Prayer For The New Year.” Orchid Digest, January 2014 
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sheeting all have advantages and 

disadvantages. Cost, light trans-

mission, heat loss, breakage and 

longevity/replacement should be 

considered. 

Construction Material 

Wood, Galvanized steel, steel 

pipe are the most common 

materials. Consider budget, 

skills and longevity/replacement. 

Heating, Cooling, Air Circu-

lation and Shading 

Orchids have certain tempera-

ture requirements and so do 

we. Orchids can stand a much 

higher temperature than we 

would enjoy in a greenhouse. So 

cooling, shading and heating are 

not just related to how various 

orchids will grow but also how 
much we will enjoy working in 

the greenhouse. 

Maintenance 

Over many wonderful years of 

growing orchids, I have become 

an amateur carpenter, plumber, 

electrician and acrobat.  

 

(Dotty Woodson, Ed. D.   

can be reached at:  

d-woodson@tamu.edu.) 

light. In the northern hemi-

sphere, the sun is always more 

south. So the plants will grow to 

the south and the flowers will 

face south. 

It is nice if there is a 1 to 2% 

slope in the floor so water 

drains easily from greenhouse. 

Too much water standing for 

long periods in a greenhouse 

will cause fungus gnats and oth-

er problems. 

Structure, Size and Config-

uration 

Should your greenhouse be free 

standing, attached or lean-to? 

Size is limited by budget and 

how much of your landscape 

you want to cover. Consider 

how you want benches placed in 
the greenhouse. A narrow 

greenhouse will have benches 

on each side with a center walk-

way. A wider greenhouse will 

allow benches on each side and 

one down the middle with two 

walkways. 

Covering 

Glass, Polyethylene film, Poly-

carbonate rigid panels or flexi-

ble rolls, fiberglass and plastic 

Greenhouses for Growing Orchids 
By Dottie Woodson - Our Speaker for January 

So you want a greenhouse for 

your orchids. Good. What deci-

sions do you need to make 

before purchasing and con-

structing a greenhouse? At the 

January meeting we will discuss 

many of the aspects of green-

house design, construction and 

maintenance for small to large 

greenhouses. No matter what 

your budget, we will discuss 

suggestions for greenhouses 

that fit your needs. 

Budget 

Always start with a budget. The 

budget will determine, size, 

covering, heating and cooling. 

There are options for all budg-

ets. 

Location 
Locate the greenhouse for max-

imum light. Do not limit what 

you can grow because a house, 

building, or tree will shade the 

greenhouse. Adding shade is 

much easier and less expensive 

than adding and running lights to 

grow orchids that require more 

light. Orientate the greenhouse 

for maximum sun. Plants grow 

and flowers face the maximum 

Stay-At-Home Orchid Wonders 
By Susan Dally, Editor There are a lot of interesting 

orchids that traditionally bloom 

in December and the photos I 

received, certainly reflect that. 

At right are two photos of a 

fantastic Bulbophyllum medusae 

sent in by Bill Bartlett. What a 

stunner Bill, congratulations! 

On the next page, starting at 

bottom left and going clockwise:  

Rlc. Susan Fender, Rhynchovola 

David Sander and a group of 

vandas.  These were sent in by 

Judith Neufeld.  The final photo 

at bottom right is of Blc. Medi-

tation ‘Kings Ransom’ which is 

blooming in my solarium. 

Please send in photos of your 

orchid wonders if you are una-

ble to bring them to the plant 
table or to judging. Send to 

editor@houstonorchidsociety 

.org. 

mailto:d-woodson@tamu.edu
mailto:editor@houstonorchidsociety.org?subject=Stay-At-Home
mailto:editor@houstonorchidsociety.org?subject=Stay-At-Home
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They say that you need the right 

tool for the job.   For growing 

orchids, there are some tools 

that come in handy.   One of 

those is a good sprayer.  We all 

have pests that need spray-

ing.  Sometimes there are a lot 

of pests, sometimes there are a 

few.  That's why I keep several 

different sized sprayers in my 

"tool box".   

Also remember that today's 

modern pesticides break down 

very quickly, so you really can't 

keep a batch mixed in a large 

container and ready to use for 

days and days.  You need to mix 

the amount that you need for 

Cultural “Quick Tips” 
By Jay Balchan 

y o u r  c u r r e n t  a p p l i c a -

tion.  Having several different 

sized sprayers helps with this. 

The smallest sprayers that I use 

are actually recycled Windex 

spray bottles.    These are just 

the right size for treating just a 

few plants.  Never throw them 

away!! 

Actually you always want to 

keep the spraying mecha-

nism.  The bottle will never 

wear out, but the mechanism 

eventually breaks, so having 

extra ones is always a plus. 

Remember to use the right tool 

for the job! 

Happy growing! 

Stay-At-Home - Continued 
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International Phalaenopsis Alliance Report 
By Fr. Ted Baenziger, IPA Representative  

I thought I would give an IPA 

report this month, even though 

there is not much activity until 

early Spring for us Phalaenopsis 

growers. We still need to in-

spect the plants and stake the 

new shoots so those flowers 

will display properly. Try to give 

the plants the right temperature 

air (most will take 50 degrees 

or more easily), and water 

(same temperature) and some 

pretty strong light (shaded, of 

course). Also, try not to move 

the plants during bud formation 

unless truly necessary, because 

the configuration of the flowers 

will be disturbed. 

There were 38 AOS awards to 

Phals since June 1, 2014, and 21 

were for species. These include 

a P. bellina that is very hand-

some, and local, with an AM of 

80 points in September, bearing 

four flowers with a 4.5 cm natu-

ral spread, in a form called co-

erulea, which does not mean 

“blue”, although that is what 

Meir Moses called it (‘Blue Kon-

nection’), when it was awarded 

in Dallas. Note that coerulea 

was used in 1913 to describe a 

Vanda: “famous orchid of north-

ern India having large pale to 

deep lilac-blue flowers” so even 

then we knew they weren’t 

blue. Also, a color cannot be a 

forma (which means a separate 

kind of form, or shape) but we 

orchid people are indeed a 

strange lot and call things 

strange names. 

December Holiday Party 
Photos by Judith Neufeld 



The Houston Judging Center 

finished the year with two judg-

ings in December.  At the Aca-

dia Orchid Society Workshop, 

two awards were given. Clowa-

setum Jumbo York received an 

81 point AM and belonged to Al 

Taylor from Leesville, La.  Cyc-

nodes Juan Bagsican  received 

an HCC with 77 points and 

belonged to Lata Johnson also 

from Louisiana. 

At the last monthly meeting of 

the HJC, Cycnodes Jumbo Puff 

owned by  Dennis Wollard  

from Carencro, La., received an 

82 point AM. Guests that at-

tended the meeting  were  Ju-

dith Neufeld, Rick Hepler and 

Dennis Wollard. 
All the members of the Hou-

ston Judging Center wish you a 

safe and Happy Holiday! We 

look forward to many more 

awards next year! 

Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples, Photo by Malcolm McCorquodale  
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REFRESHMENT CORNER 
 

The Refreshment Committee had 5 people sign up to bring snacks for the January 

HOS meeting.  If anyone else would like to bring snacks in January please do. 

 

Thanks to all HOS members for bring goodies to our December HOS Holiday party.  

There was so much variety and the food was wonderful!   I want to thank Mary Bahn for 

being such a great assistant during 2014.  Many of you might not know but Mary and hub-

by will be moving in late December – early January to New Orleans.   

Mary we will miss you.  

 

A sign up sheet will be circulated at each meeting to cover 2 months. 
 

HAPPY & SAFE HOLIDAYS! 
 

Thanks, 
 

Vicki Joern  
 

PLEASE CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING TO BE THE  

2015 REFRESHMENTS CHAIRPERSON 
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Raffle Table 
By Elayne Duncan 

We will be raffling six of the beautiful Dendrobiums that 

we all saw at the December meeting. Some may be in 

bloom or very close to it. We also will have an assortment 

of in bloom orchids from Orchid Obsession. Remember to 

stop by and get your raffle tickets!  

Newcomers Group 
By Amy Colville 

 The Newcomers will  be meeting at the University of St. Thom-

as on January 18th at 2:00.  I will be sending an email to all New-

comers with the class room location soon. We will be doing a 

repotting demonstration of phalaenopsis. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 HJC 

Judging 

182:00 pm 

Newcomers 
19 20 21 22 Newsletter 

Content is Due 
23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

January 2015 

TRI-CENTER JUDGING WORKSHOP 

Open to Judges and Non-Judges 
 

February 28, 2015 
Riverview Center, 500 Clyde Fant Parkway 

Shreveport, Louisiana 

$45 includes a light breakfast and a  lunch,  

two lectures from each speaker 

Cordelia Head: ‘Judging Pleurothalids and Masdevalias’; Culture of 

Pleurothalids and Masdevalias’ 

Bill Thoms: ‘Bulbophyllums: Big, Bizarre, and more Betterer’;  

 Bulbophyllum Culture: Getting the most out of your efforts’ 

The sessions should be of interest to AOS judges  

and to non-judges alike. 

Contact John Stubbings for more details and registration form. 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

Jan. 17 - 18 

59th Paphiopedilum Guild and First World 

Slipper Orchid Conference 

Hilo Hawaiian Hotel 

Hilo, HI 

https://sites.google.com/site/

paphiopedilumguild/ 

 

Jan. 22, 8:30 PM - 9:30 PM EST 

AOS Free Webinar 

Orchids of Madagascar: The Land that Time 

Forgot 

More Info 

 

Jan. 30 - Feb. 1 

Gulf Coast Orchid Society Show & Sale 

Gautier Convention Center, Gautier, MS 

See Ad page 10 

 

Feb. 14 - 22 

The 25th Japan Grand Prix 

International Orchid Festival 2015 

 

Feb. 28 

Judges’ Tri-Center Seminar 

Riverview Center 

Shreveport, LA. 

See Ad, page 8 

 

Mar. 26 - 29 

Central East Texas Orchid Show 

“Carnival of Orchids” 

Tyler Rose Museum & Gift Shop 

Tyler, TX 

www.centraleasttexasorchidsociety.org/

show.php 

 

Apr. 10 - 12 

Houston Orchid Society Show & Sale 

“Orchids - Nature’s Masterpiece” 

Houston Museum of Natural Science 

See ad, pg. 10 

Officers 

President Mary Gunn 

VP - Speakers Derek Lowenstein 

VP - Shows & Plant Table Kar Chong & Winnie Yap 

VP - Membership Natalie Istin 

Treasurer Rick Hepler 

Recording Secretary Tom Durrett 

Past President Calvin Starr 

Chairs 

Conservation Marianne Walker 

Guest Hospitality Steven Ramirez & 

 Lorraine Hughes 

Happenings Editor Susan Dally 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Amy Colville & Calvin  Starr 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Elayne Duncan & 

 Sara Bentley 

Refreshments HOS NEEDS YOU HERE 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

2013 Spring Show Holly Miller & 

 John Stubbings 

2013 Summer Workshop John Stubbings & 

  Fr. Ted Baenziger 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 

Fr. Ted Baenziger Holly Miller 

Amy Colville Stephen Moffitt 

Marvin Gerber Calvin Starr 

Directors - One Year Term 

Jim Butler Sandra Higham 

Susan Dally Lakshmi Narayana 

Don Ghiz Marianne Walker 

Representatives 

AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Derek Lowenstein 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings & 

 Lauri Skov 

https://sites.google.com/site/paphiopedilumguild/
https://sites.google.com/site/paphiopedilumguild/
http://aos.org/Default.aspx?id=509
http://www.centraleasttexasorchidsociety.org/show.php
http://www.centraleasttexasorchidsociety.org/show.php


Page 10 Volume 45, Issue 1 

Sale Paphiopedilums 20% Off 

January 23-24 
 

Beginner’s Class Saturday January 24 

2:00 PM $20.00 includes a starter plant 

All class students 20% Off on Everything 

 

We have your potting supplies – plastic pots, clay 

pots, clear plastic pots, cork for mounting, tree fern 

for mounting, Orchiata Bark, Sponge Roc, Charcoal, 

Mixes, sphagnum moss, rhizome clips, hangers, etc. 

 


