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A non profit organization 

established in 1945, HOS is 

a recipient of the American 

Orchid Society’s Distin-

guished Affiliated Societies 

Service award 
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The Houston Happenings 

Our speaker for October is 

Peter Lin and he will be speak-

ing on Novelty Phalaenopsis 

Hybridizing. This group of 

phalaenopsis is most rewarding 

for orchid hobbyists due to 

their compact size, frequent 

flowering, brilliant color and 

fragrance.  

Peter is an orchid enthusiast 

who has been growing orchids 

for over 25 years since he was 

10. Originally from Taiwan and 

coming to United States at age 

of 12, Peter found his passion in 

collecting and hybridizing with 

phalaenopsis orchid. Peter grad-

uated from University of Texas 

at Austin with a Bachelor of 

Science in Computer Science 
and worked in the Information 

October Program: Novelty Phalaenopsis Hybridizing 
By Tom Pickens, VP Speakers & Programs 

Peter Lin 

Presidents Post 
By Mary Gunn, President 

We've had lots of fun orchid 

activities the past couple of 

months. Following our 35th 

Annual Summer Workshop in 

August, a number of HOS mem-

bers participated in the 

SWROGA sponsored Galveston 

Bay Orchid Society show in 

early September. Several New-

comers came down and worked 

all day to help put the display 

together.  A couple of them 

stayed in Galveston and clerked 

on Saturday.  It's great to see 

our new members joining in and 

participating at this level. It's an 

excellent and fun way to learn 

about orchids, shows, and dis-

plays, and offers the opportunity 

to work alongside and get to 

know other HOS members. The 

HOS Display won First Place in 

the category of displays over 50 

square feet, the AOS Trophy 

for Best in Show, and a Silver 

Certificate. The AOS Trophy is 

presented to the best in show 

display if it scores 80 points or 

more. If it scores 85 it also is 

awarded a Silver Certificate. 

Congratulations to Loren and all 

of the HOS members who 

helped put together yet another 

award winning display. We 

missed having Judith there; she 

was in the hospital for a few 

days, and is now back at home 

and doing well. This was a great 

way and win for them to wrap 

up their two years serving as 

VP, Displays for HOS. Thank 

you, Loren and Judith; you have 

done an outstanding job for 

us.  Several HOS members re-

ceived ribbons and trophies for 

their orchids.  

Over forty members attended 

the Annual HOS Picnic at 

Clown Alley on Sept 14th. It 

was a cloudy day, but no rain - 

very nice conditions for our 

picnic. Kar Chong, Winnie Yap, 

and Jean Schwenke organized 

and managed the event, and did 

a superb job.  HOS provided 

brisket and ham, and our mem-

(Continued on page 2) 

Technology industry for 12 

years. To pursue his passion to 

expand and to upgrade his 

phalaenopsis collection, Peter 

turned his orchid growing into 

hybridizing and Big Leaf Orchids 

- a family owned mail-order 

operation in Southlake, Texas. 

Named after the pretty and 

round leaves of phalaenopsis, 

Big Leaf Orchids specialize in 

phalaenopsis, with emphasis on 

novelty which includes flowers 

that are fragrant, waxy, and 

multi-colored.  Peter makes 

frequent trips to Taiwan to see 

in person the latest phalaenopsis 

development, and to learn from 

Taiwanese nurseries and other 

phalaenopsis hybridizers. 

Please 
Welcome New 

Members: 
 

Lap “David” Huynit 
Aliya Baig  

Lorraine Miller 
Stacey & Luke 

Pauley 
 Stephen Barge 
Hanzel Corella 

Tyson Urich  
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Presidents Post - Continued 

bers brought a large variety of 

side dishes, salads, and des-

serts.  Members got to shop for 

orchids and supplies at Clown 

Alley, and Marvin purchased and 

brought plants and served as 

our auctioneer for a very nice 

auction after lunch. Thank you 

to Kar, Winnie, Jean, Marvin, 

and all our members who at-

tended and brought food. We 

had a delightful day. 

We have two more events 

scheduled this year - an event at 

Mercer Arboretum, and our 

annual Christmas Party at our 

December meeting.    

HOS will be the featured special 

guest at the Mercer Arboretum 

Autumn Plant Sale & Market on 
Saturday, October 4 from 9:30 

a.m. to 3 p.m. HOS will have a 

display, information table, and 

will present several classes 

about orchids. Some of our 

vendor members will be selling 

orchids. Mercer has very good 

turnouts at their events, and 

we'll have an opportunity to 

reach a new audience to share 

our knowledge and love of or-

chids. Bruce Cameron is organ-

izing our part in this, and still 

needs a few more volunteers to 

help out and to bring plants. 

Please contact him to help. Be 

sure to attend, volunteer, and 

have fun.  More info on their 

calendar: http://www.hcp4.net/

mercer/programs/index.htm 

We still have two more very 

interesting speakers for our 

October and November meet-

ings, and then we'll have the 

Officer's Installation and Christ-

mas Party for our December 

meeting.  

The Nominating Committee has 

worked very diligently to come 

up with a strong slate of candi-

dates for next year's Officers 

and Board Members.  The nomi-

nations will be presented at the 

October and November meet-

ings, and will be voted on at the 

November meeting.  Officers 

will be installed at our Decem-

ber meeting before the Christ-

mas Party.  

See you at the October meet-

ing! 

September Plant Table 
By Loren Neufeld, Photos by Tom Durrett 

Species Winner: 

Vanda lamellate var remediosae 

Grown by Marianne Walker 

Hybrid Winner: 

Blc. Murray Spencer ‘Amroy’s Dark Star’ 

FCC/AOS 

Grown by Jay Balchan 

There were 12 species entries and 

9 hybrid entries. 
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How many of you went to the HOS picnic 

a couple weeks ago?   For those who were 

there, how many noticed the unique setup 

that John has for his hanging plants?  Can't 

remember?   Take a look at the pic-

tures.  John has wired single strands of 

chain link fence to his hanging pipes.  Of 

course you can hang plants on the main 

pipe, but by hanging plants on the uneven 

wire, it gives a nice, even spacing for your 

hanging plants.   

Remember, there is always something to 

see and learn in every place you vis-

it.  Keep your eyes open, look around, and 

you will see some interesting things! 

Happy growing.  

Cultural “Quick Tips” 
By Jay Balchan 

first time (at least for awhile) 

that someone has volunteered 

to manage all of the events be-

sides the actual speakers and 

workshop, and having a different 

location this year required new 

solutions and vendors to pro-

vide the food. It's a big job, but 

Amy and her team made every-

thing work together seamlessly. 

Thank you Amy.  

Amy Colville was honored as 

our Volunteer of the Month for 

September.  She did an out-

standing job at the Summer 

Workshop as Volunteer & 

Events Coordinator for the 

reception, registration, lunch 

and food on Saturday. We had 

wonderful food, an attractive 

table, and great volunteers to 

help with food and registration 

for the entire event. This is the 

September Volunteer of the month 
By Mary Gunn, Photo by Judith Neufeld 

AOS Corner 
By Don Ghiz 

And lastly, the AOS Board is 

seeking nominations for Board 

of Trustee members. The Nom-

inating Committee will evaluate 

all nominations and a slate will 

be mailed to all members, in 

accordance with the by-laws, 

prior to the Spring 2015 Mem-

bers' Meeting. Go to the 

AOS.org site to see the details. 

Anyone can be nominated, in-

cluding self-nominations. 

Thanks for reading. 

Hi, All.  Did you know that the 

AOS is conducting monthly 

webinars? As a member, you 

receive advanced notice emails 

telling you the subject and you 

can sign up free of charge to 

participate via Go To Meeting 

i n t e r a c t i v e  c omm un i c a -

tions.  This month's webinar is 

titled 'It's All About the Roots", 

facilitated by John Salventi.   

If you're already a member, you 

may have participated in one. If 

not a member, well, it's another 

good reason to join.  You can 

go to the AOS.org web site and 

do it online. In addition to mem-

bership applications, you'll find 

interesting articles, news, and 

other content. It's a great web 

site. 

Here's another thought, Since 

the Fall Members Meeting is in 

the Disneyworld complex in 

Orlando, you can enjoy the 

excellent social and knowledge 

based meeting while your signifi-

cant other takes the kids or 

grandkids to their favorite place 

nearby. 
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As many of you know, I grow 

paphs. When I first became 

interested in orchids I grew a 

little of everything. I still have 

a number of various species 

orchids, but my greenhouse 

space and time are commit-

ted to the glorious ladyslip-

per! As my orchid growing 

focus narrowed, I became 

interested in breeding and 

began to tinker with the idea 

of making my own crosses. 

Perhaps the greatest chal-

lenge for most growers is 

dealing with young plants 

and newly deflasked seed-

lings. After extensive trial and 

error, I will now share with 

you the method that works 

best for me in our sometimes 

challenging conditions.  

First lets discuss the physical 

making of the cross. You 

have the pod parent and the 

pollen parent. You simply 

use a toothpick to remove 

the pollen and place it on the 

stigmatic surface of the pod 

parent. Next you must hang a 

tag on the plant labeling both 

parents and the date. This is 

important because different 

paphiopedilum pods will ma-

ture at different rates and you 

will need to monitor this. For 

example, a number of your 

multi floral crosses will re-

Orchid Seedlings from Flask 
By Doug George 

1 

2 

3 

4 
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quire 6-7 months, while most 

complex crosses will require 

11-12 months.  

While the pod is still green, I 

harvest it, assign it a numeri-

cal code and log the cross in 

a notebook. The information 

includes the date the cross 

was made and the specific 

parents used. I seal the indi-

vidual pods in small folded 

paper envelopes, each clear-

ly labeled and overnight 

them to the lab. The flasking 

service I use is Mrs. Root’s 

Orchids in California and I 

highly recommend them, 

(pic 1). 

This method of deflasking 

came to me from Norito Ha-

s e g a w a ,  o w n e r  o f 

Paphanatics. This method is 

a bit different as you do not 

remove the agar from the 

roots. Items used for deflask-

ing are seedling bark mixed 

with small charcoal and per-

lite, labels, pots, packing 

peanuts, 1 gallon ziplock 

bags and the fungicide Man-

cozeb, (pic 2). I select which 

flasks that are to be worked 

with and using the code on 

Orchid Seedlings from Flask - Continued 

the lid, I make a plant tag 

with the cross and parents, 

(pic 3). 

In the bottom of each 4 inch 

round pot I put 5-6 packing 

peanuts and then fill just un-

der half way with the seedling 

mix. (pic 4). Next, unscrew 

the top to reveal the baby 

paphs, which at this point are 

typically 12-16 months old. 

 I gently tap the sides of the 

container to loosen the agar 

and the puck will pop right 

out into you hand. (pics 5 

and 6). Place the puck in the 

center of the pot and fill in 

around with more seedling 

mix. (pic 7). I also sprinkle 

some over the top and gently 

tap to work down into the 

plants. (pic 8).  At this point I 

thoroughly water the pots 

and then drench them with a 

light Mancozeb solution – ¼ 

teaspoon to one gallon. (pic 

9). 

I let the pots drain for a mi-

nute and them seal each one 

individually in a 1 gallon zip-

lock bag. This will help main-

tain a higher humidity around 

the seedlings as they accli-

6 
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collected survived the journey 

back to Europe. 

And did ya' know that some 

devious collectors would send 

rivals into areas known to be 

inhabited by headhunters? 

What does all this have to do 

with conservation? Some orchid 

habitats have never fully recov-

ered from those early days of 

orchid collection, which means 

many species are extremely hard 

to find or have never been found 

again. Of course, in those days, 

the thought was only of getting 

the best and rarest plants, re-

gardless of the consequences (to 

the orchid or the hunter). CITES 

has significantly reduced the 

number of orchids being illegally 
removed from most countries, 

but unfortunately, that doesn't 

stop the "entrepreneur" from 

harvesting orchids to sell them 

on the street, the collection of 

orchids for medicinal purpos-

es or the habitats from being 

destroyed for urbanization, 

roads, logging, and landowners 

who convert their property to 

cash crops. Many say the latter 

has destroyed far more orchids 

than any number collected. 

Despite the efforts of local and 

international organizations and 

legislation, orchid scavenging still 

exists today. Below are links to 

several articles about modern-

day hunters: 

  

Invasion of the Orchid Snatchers 

  
The Unlikely Orchid Smuggler 

Conservation Corner 
By Marianne Walker 

Tidbits of History 

Did ya' know..... 

Orchid pollen was found on a 

bee fossil encased in amber da-

ting from 10-15 million years 

ago. 

The first known writings of or-

chids were in the 28th century 

BC. 

The first orchid brought to Eng-

land was Bletia purpurea in 1731. 

The first orchid nursery was 

established in London in 1812 by 

Conrad Loddiges. 

To ensure the survival of a 

few plants, and prevent other 

collectors from obtaining the 

same species, early collectors 

would strip a location of every 

single plant. 
Only a very small number of the 

hundreds of thousands of plants 

Orchid Seedlings from Flask - Continued 

mate to your growing area. 

The plants are now placed in 

the shadiest area of my 

greenhouse. (pic 10).  

After 2-3 days I will crack the 

seal on each bag a couple 

inches. After a couple more 

days I totally unzip each bag 

and just leave it open on top 

of the pot. At the end of 6-7 

days, I totally remove the bag 

and water again thoroughly. I 

will water these little guys 

when they start to dry out, 

probably every 3-4 days. Over 

time as you water, the agar 

will dissolve and you will want 

to continue to fill in with addi-

tional seedling mix.  I lightly 

fertilize the seedlings weekly 

and add a few drops of Su-

perthrive. (pic 11).   

After a few weeks the seed-

lings are totally acclimated 

and will begin to grow. In six 

months they will be ready to 

be transplanted up into bigger 

pots.  

I hope everyone finds this 

method helpful. Happy grow-

ing. □ 

Doug George is originally 

from Western Pennsylvania 

but grew up in Central Tex-

as. He graduated from the 

Culinary Institute of America 

and is a Regional Chef with 

Clubcorp and the executive 

Chef of  The Houston Club 

in downtown Houston. In 

addition to growing orchids, 

his other hobbies are tour-

nament bass fishing, cook-

ing for friends and drinking 

great beer. Doug lives in 

Magnolia with his wife Tatia 

and two daughters, Leah 

and Kate, dogs Luckie and 

Tobias, Severus the Ball 

Python, and Captain the Box 

Turtle. 

Doug can be contacted at 

degeorge531@yahoo.com 11 

10 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/12774613
http://www.heritage.org/research/reports/2009/07/the-unlikely-orchid-smuggler-a-case-study-in-overcriminalization
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Galveston Show Report 
By Loren Neufeld, Photos by Loren Neufeld 

Judith and I would like to say 

thanks for all the hard work by 

a great group of volunteers, and 

for all the gorgeous orchids 

loaned to the display. The HOS 

display was first in its class, it 

won the AOS Show Trophy, 

and it was awarded a Silver 

Certificate for earning a score 

of over 85 points! 

Thanks to all the great volun-

teers who made the exhibit 

possible: Holly Miller, Mary 

Gunn, Elayne Duncan, Janet 

Gonath, Stephen Moffitt, Sandra 

Higham, Calvin Starr, Kar 

Chong, (tall young guy at 

teardown) , Derek Lowenstein, 

Shonnita Valenzuela, Jean 

Schwenke, Stacy Pauley, 
Luke Pauley. And thanks 

to the many members who 

contributed plants for the dis-

play: Marvin Gerber, Jean 

Schwenke, Bruce Cameron, 

Marianne Walker, Calvin Starr, 

Lakshmi Narayana, Sandra 

Higham, Derek Lowenstein, 

Holly Miller, Judith Neufeld, 

Stephen Moffitt, Elayne Lou-

zounis, Karin Luhnau, Jay Bal-

chan, Don Ghiz, Sarah Bentley, 

and Ted Baensiger. If I missed 

anyone – my apologies. Thank 

you all! 

1 

2 

4 



The Judging Center  had two 

awards this month.  C.  Caude-

bec Candy, exhibited by Todd 

Miller at the Galveston Bay 

Orchid Society Show, received 

an HCC of 77 points and Ste-

phen Moffitt received an HCC 

78 points for his Catasetum un-

named cross of Ctsm. Donna 

Wise x fimbriatum. We are still 

looking for people to help with 

the administration of the center 

each month. If you are interest-

ed contact me at ma-

ples.don7@gmail.com. 

Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale 
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REFRESHMENT CORNER 
 
 

The Refreshment Committee had 6 people sign up 
to bring snacks for the October 

HOS meeting. If anyone else would like to bring 
snacks in September please do. 

 
Thanks to Claudia Ludwig, Winnie Yap, Denise 

Mitchell, Mary Rogge, Lakshmi Narayana, Eliza-

beth Fisher, Margaret Mahoney, David Boedeker, 

Marianne Walker,  and anyone else who brought 

snacks to the September  meeting.   
 

A sign up sheet will be circulated at each meeting 
to cover 3 months. 

 
Thanks, 

 

Vicki Joern & Mary Bahn 

 

Tasty Recipe of the Month 
By Jean-Marie Jones 

 

 

 

 

Mimi’s Pralines 
 3 cups sugar 

 1 cup buttermilk 

 1 teaspoon baking soda 

 1 teaspoon vanilla 

 3 cups pecans 

 

Put all ingredients except vanilla and pecans 

into a big pot and boil until mixture turns 

brown and forms soft ball in cold water. Add 

vanilla and beat a little until creamy. Stir in 

pecans and drop by tablespoons on waxed 

paper. I push down in the center with a whole 

pecan. Makes about three dozen. 
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Raffle Table 
By Roger Pallas 

This month the raffle table will have some very nice Phaps in 

bloom! Remember to bring cash for tickets  and  thanks to all 

for supporting the table. 

Newcomers Group 
By Stephen Moffitt 

The Newcomers will be meeting at Shella & Laurie Skov's in San-

ta Fe on October 19th. @ 2:00 PM,  Laurie will be demonstrating 

how to make wire materials for orchids. He will also discuss his 

misting system for his new greenhouses.   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2  7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

3 4 Mercer 

Plant Sale  

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 HJC   

Judging 

19 2:00 
Newcomers 

20 21 22 23 Newsletter 

Content is Due 
24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

October 2014 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

Oct. 4 
Mercer Arboretum’s Autumn Plant Sale & 

Market 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

HOS will have a display, information table 

and will provide orchid care classes. Setup 

Friday the 3rd 2-6 pm. 

 

Oct. 11 - 12 
Denver Orchid Society Fall Show  

“Falling for Orchids” 

Echter’s Nursery & Garden Center,  

Arvada, CO. 

Conact Keith Funk 

 

Oct. 29 - Nov. 2 
AOS Fall Members’ Meeting &16th Interna-

tional Slipper Orchid Symposium 

Sheraton Orlando North 

Orlando, FL. 

 

Nov. 7-9 
Mid America Orchid Congress 

Hosted by the Central Ohio Orchid Society 

Franklin Park Conservatory and Botanic 

Gardens 

Columbus, Ohio 

http://www.coosinfo.info/2014maoc.html 

 

Dec. 6 

Acadian Orchid Society 54th Annual Short 

Course,  

Hotel Acadiana, Lafayette, LA 

Registration Contact:  Barbara Alexander 

balexander@cox-internet.com 

Officers 

President Mary Gunn 

VP - Speakers Tom Pickens 

VP - Shows & Plant Table Loren & Judith Neufeld 

VP - Membership Debbie Peterson 

Treasurer Rick Hepler 

Recording Secretary Elizabeth Fisher 

Past President Calvin Starr 

Chairs 

Conservation Marianne Walker 

Guest Hospitality Shon Valenzuela & 

 Allan Davies 

Happenings Editor Susan Dally 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Stephen Moffitt 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Roger Pallas & 

 Sara Bentley 

Refreshments Vicki Joern & Mary Bahn 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Holly Miller & 

 John Stubbings 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings & 

  Fr. Ted Baenziger 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 

Fr. Ted Baenziger Holly Miller 

Jim Butler Stephen Moffitt 

Susan Dally Lakshmi Narayana 

Don Ghiz Marianne Walker 

Sandra Higham  

Directors - One Year Term 

Marvin Gerber Diane Taylor 

John Stubbings  

Representatives 

AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Derek Lowenstein 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings & 

 Lauri Skov 

http://www.coosinfo.info/2014maoc.html
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