
September 2014 Volume 44, Issue 9 

A non profit organization 

established in 1945, HOS is 

a recipient of the American 

Orchid Society’s Distin-

guished Affiliated Societies 

Service award 
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The Houston Happenings 

Our Speaker for September is 

Chaz Smith and his topic will be 

rupicolious orchids. 

A native of Carlisle, PA, Chaz 

Smith has a degree in Electrical 

Engineering from Lehigh.  His 

interests are diverse; some of 

which include orchids, stained 

glass and woodworking with 

lumber, he mills himself.  Chaz 

lives in Carlisle, PA with his wife 

Gina and two sons.  He grows 

Laelia in a basement sun room 

in the winter and under shade 

cloth in the summer. 

 Chaz was interested in plants 

for a very early age.  From 

growing houseplants with divi-

sions from his grandmother, to 

clearing a weedy outcropping in 
the yard to make a rock garden, 

He enjoyed planting things and 

watching them grow. 

He remembered seeing his first 

orchid in a nursery and mar-

veling about how such an odd-

looking plant could grow with-

September Program: Rupicolous Orchids, A Growers Point of View 
By Tom Pickens, VP Speakers & Programs 

Chaz Smith 

Presidents Post 
By Mary Gunn, President 

I hope that all of you who at-

tended our 35th consecutive 

Summer Workshop had a great 

time. Thank you to John Stub-

bings, Father Ted, and Amy 

Colville for putting together an 

excellent workshop. Our new 

location in Sumners Hall at St. 

John the Divine this year was a 

lovely setting for the Work-

shop, and many volunteers 

stepped up to handle all the 

details to make things work 

smoothly.  Thank you! 

Summer is nearing an end - at 

least on the calendar - although 

you can't really tell by our Hou-

ston weather and tempera-

tures!  We have a number of 

events scheduled in early fall 

which offer a variety of oppor-

tunities to enjoy our hobby and 

spend time together with fellow 

orchid enthusiasts.   

The SWROGA fall show hosted 

by the Galveston Bay Orchid 

Society is on September 5-7th. 

Loren needs more plants for the 

display, and you can bring them 

to him at the HOS meeting. 

Our Annual Picnic will be Sept 

14th at Clown Alley Or-

chids.  We'll have a sign up 

sheet at the September meeting 

to bring food, drinks and sup-

plies. 

HOS will be the featured exhibi-

tor at Mercer Arboretum’s 

Autumn Plant Sale & Market on 

October 4th. This is the first 

time to participate with Mercer 

(Continued on page 2) 

out any dirt.  It was not until 

about 20 years later that he 

purchased my first little orchid 

from Lowes, and proceeded to 

bring it to the brink of 

death.  Being so intrigued with 

the odd little Dendrobium’s 

looks, he forgot to learn of its 

cultural requirements! 

 That started the ‘bug,’ and it 

was not long before orchids of 

many shapes and sizes began 

residing on one of his window-

sills.  With each new orchid 

came more knowledge, and 

more adaptations and expan-

sions to his growing area.  Soon, 

he wanted to grow every spe-

cies, and was setting up grow 

rooms, and terrariums to cater 
to their specific requirements. 

He has grown on everything 

from a windowsill to terrariums 

to a small greenhouse; under 

florescent, HID or natural 

light.  His collection has includ-

ed most of the common, and 

some of the not-so-common 

genera. 

 He has made pollinations, and 

grown plants from flask, seeing 

the whole lifecycle.  Having 

grown orchids for a bit over 17 

years now, he has recently spe-

cialized in rupicolous Laelia for 

the last few years, as they seem 

to do well in his natural condi-

tions. 
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Presidents Post - Continued 

valuable guidance for imple-

menting our new website. For 

many years Susan has produced 

most of our graphics and art-

work for printed pieces and did 

the template design and im-

proved the set-up for iContact 

for our automated mailings to 

members. She is usually one of 

the key people helping arrange 

the orchids in the HOS display, 

and brings beautifully grown 

blooming orchids for show dis-

plays and our monthly meetings. 

Susan, thank you for your tire-

less and creative input and work 

for HOS. 

Susan Dally was recognized as 

our Volunteer of the Month for 

August. Susan fills a very valua-

ble role for us as Newsletter 

Editor. HOS has a both a very 

attractive newsletter and one 

that is packed full of HOS news, 

orchid culture, and orchid news 

from a larger region, along with 

excellent articles. Producing the 

newsletter is a huge task every 

month and we are very fortu-

nate to have such a high-quality 

newsletter. She has served HOS 

in many other roles including VP 

Membership and Technology 

Committee Co-Chair, providing 

and they are very excited to 

have us there. They have very 

good turnouts at their events, 

and we'll have an opportunity to 

reach a new audience to share 

our love and knowledge of or-

chids. HOS will have a display, 

information table, and will pre-

sent several classes about or-

chids. 

Be sure to attend, volunteer, 

and have fun at these events! 

At the September meeting the 

HOS membership will select a 

nominating committee for the 

coming year. You will be asked 

to vote for three members from 

a roster of eligible members. 

The Nominating Committee will 

determine whom to nominate 

for next year's Officers and 

Board Members.  Please put 

some thought into your selec-

tions and be ready to vote. The 

ballots will be counted and the 

committee will be announced 

before the end of our meeting. 

They will present the slate of 

nominations at our October and 

November meetings, followed 

by voting in November. 

August Volunteer of the month 
By Mary Gunn, Photo by Malcolm McCorquodale 

Wanted - People and Orchids 
By Loren Neufeld 

The Houston Orchid Society 

will be entering an Exhibit at the 

upcoming SWROGA Show, to 

be held September 5-7 at the 

South Shore Harbour Resort 

and Conference Center, located 

at the Marina Plaza, 2500 South 

Shore Blvd., League City. Setup 

will be from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. 

Friday.   

We need volunteers for setup 

and for Sunday tear-down, and 

we need orchids! If you have 

plants in bloom, the HOS dis-

play would love to have them. 

Any kind, any size, any color will 

be welcome. Bring them to the 

show location Friday morning 

and we’ll include them in the 

exhibit. We can accept plants as 

late as 2 p.m., but the earlier the 

better, especially if they’re large 

ones.  

If you can’t make it to the show 

on Friday, contact Loren 

Neufeld to arrange to bring 

your orchids to his house. If 

that also isn’t possible, you can 

bring them to the regular HOS 

meeting the night before.  We’ll 

find a way to get them to the 

show. One request - if you’re 

going to bring them to the 

meeting please contact Loren 

ahead of time to make sure he 

has room to take them home 

from the meeting.   

Contact Loren at 713-962-4035, 

lorenmr@aol.com or lor-

en.neufeld@kbr.com. 
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August Plant Table 
By Loren Neufeld, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale 

Species Winner: 

Paph. sanderianum 

Grown by Jay Balchan 

Hybrid Winner: 

Rhynchocentrum Ladda Gold 

Grown by Laurie skov 

There were 24 species en-

tries and 21 hybrid entries. 

What do you see in the photo below?   It's 

not a coat hanger if you are an orchid 

grower.  

Cultural “Quick Tips” 
By Jay Balchan 

Get your wire cutters out.....  Now what do you see?   In every coat hang-

er is a plant stake waiting to be born!   Nev-

er throw out good wire! Happy Growing. 



 

Page 4 Volume 44, Issue 9 

What do you do with a bunch 

of vandas in the summer? When 

fall comes and it turns cold 

you’ve got no choice – set up 

some fans and a heater, maybe 

some lights, and ride out the 

long cold months. But spring 

finally comes and they sure 

would like fresh air, a nice 

breeze, plenty of light, and may-

be an occasional shower.  Aha – 

a solution: bring ‘em outside and 

hang ‘em from trees!  Oops! No 

trees! A garage fire a while back 

also took care of most of the 

trees, and a windy fellow named 

Ike got the rest.  

We didn’t really want to spend 

time and money building a per-

gola, so we started looking 
around for an easy way out, and 

lo and behold, our house had an 

eave! The problem was, it was 

only 2 feet wide; definitely too 

narrow, the vandas would get 

FULL sun for about half the day, 

too much of a good thing.  

Browsing through the garage, 

we ran across a couple of lefto-

ver pieces of half-inch electrical 

conduit, and an idea came to 

mind. A trip to the box store 

yielded a dozen 10 foot pieces 

of conduit, some screw eyes, 

and some pipe hanger straps. 

We installed a row of the screw 

eyes down the length of the 

eave about halfway between the 

wall and the edge of the eave 

and slid some of the conduit 

sections through them. Presto – 

a vanda hanging bar. We cut 

more conduit into 5 foot sec-

tions and, using two pipe hang-

ers each, one at the wall and 

one at the edge of the eave, we 

fastened them under the eave. 

That left about 3 feet sticking 

out past the roof edge. We 

stretched an old section of 

shade cloth over that and fas-

tened it with bag ties. That ex-

tra 3 feet of diffused light would 
be enough to keep them from 

burning, and we could hang a 

few more vandas from those 

rods. 

Now they’ve got the light and 

the fresh air, but they still need 

regular rain, and Texas hasn’t 

been too dependable in that 

regard in recent years.  So back 

to the box store for a timer and 

a valve (Orbit brand), some half-

inch plastic tubing, 1/8 inch drop 

tubing and some spray heads. 

Vanda Summer Camp 
By Judith Neufeld 

Above: 

Vanda sanderiana and a 

catasetum blooming in 

morning sun at the 

Neufeld Vanda Summer 

Camp. 

Right: In addition to van-

das, summer campers in-

clude other types of or-

chids including catasetums 

which can be seen in clay 

pots hanging off of  

wood hangers. 
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Left: Three views of the watering system. The 

sprinkler valve is visible at the bottom of the top 

photo; Sprinkler heads can be seen hanging down 

between the plants. 

Top Right: A view down the length of the vanda 

camp created by extending the east side eaves 

with shade cloth. 

Above: Stanhopea wardii happily blooming among 

the vandas 

We connected the valve to the 

faucet, attached the timer and 

hung it on the wall, ran the half-

inch tubing down the length of 

the eave, plugged in a bunch of 

spray heads and we’re done! 

The vandas are loving their 

summer camp with a pleasant 

shower a couple times a day, 

and we can just sit back and 

watch ‘em grow! .□ 

Vanda Summer Camp - Continued 
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We had another successful 

workshop thanks to the help of 

so many of you. I want especially 

to thank Mary Gunn for finding 

the location and helping organize 

the event. Amy Colville was our 

outstanding food and volunteer 

leader so she also gets big 

thanks. We had about 75 at-

tendees with three wonderful 

speakers. Besides our Houston 

Orchid Society members we had 

folks from San Antonio, Austin, 

Corpus Christi, Galveston, 

Hitchcock, Clear Lake, Shreve-

port, etc.  

On Saturday morning we made a 

special presentation to Dr. Jerry 

Stephens. He originated this 

workshop and was chair for 25 

years. Jerry recently celebrated 

his 85th birthday and his 60th 

wedding anniversary. So, our 

hats off to Jerry for his wonder-

ful accomplishments. 

We now can start planning for 

2015. One speaker is already on 

board. Alan Koch will entertain 

and enlighten us again. Any sug-

gestions for topics and speakers 

would be appreciated. 

Workshop 2014 
By John Stubbings, Photos by Judith Neufeld 

Jerry Stevens 

Speakers Claude Hamilton, left 

and Tom Mirenda above, re-

ceiving a gift from Fr. Ted. 

Todd Miller apparently es-

caped without his moment be-

ing photographed. 

Below: Registration, Mary 

Gunn speaks to the group. 
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AOS Corner 
By Don Ghiz 

Let's start with the word Or-

lando! Yes, this Fall's AOS 

meeting with be at the Sheraton 

Orlando, hosted by the Central 

Florida Orchid Society. I en-

courage you all to be a part of 

the AOS family of friends and 

associates.  As if Disneyworld 

isn't enough, Krull Smith is host-

ing the 16th International Slip-

per Orchid Symposium within 

the same venue. 

Now's the time to make your 

travel plans for best fares and 

rates. Here's the information: 

Oct. 29th-Nov.  2nd 2014 

Sheraton Orlando North 

600 North Lake Destiny Drive 

Maitland, Florida 32751 

P#: (407) 660-9000 

F#: (407) 551-7535 

Hosted by the Central Florida 

Orchid Society 

Speakers: 

Manolo Arias- “Solving the 

Mysteries of Phragmipedium 

kovachiiCulture” 

C h e n - C h u n g  C h e n - 

“Multifloral Paphiopedilums in 

Taiwan” 

John Doherty- “A Beautiful 

Mess: Growing and Flowering 

2,263 inches of Petals” 

Robert Fuchs- “Vandaceous 

Intergeneric Hybrids: Where 

We Stand Today” 

Peter Lin- “Novelty Phalan-

opsis Hybridizing” 

Rick Lockwood- “What Do 

Orchids Eat?” 

Gary Meyer, PhD- “Dracula 

Culture and Taxonomy” 

David Off- “Cattleya Collecting 

in the 21st Century” 

Not only is it a great function 

for learning, it is also an excel-

lent time to visit with old 

friends and to meet new Orchid 

Friends! So, come join us in 

Florida. 

More information is available on 

the AOS.org web site as well 

Slippersymposium.com.   

I'll be there. 

 

Workshop 2014 - Continued 

http://www.sheratonorlandonorth.com
AOS.org
http://www.slippersymposium.com
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Join us at the SWROGA meeting and Show September 5-7   

Hosted by the Galveston Bay Orchid Society at the South Shore Harbour 

Hotel in League City. 

 

Attend our Cattleya event September 12 and 13.  All Cattleya alliance plants 

20% off.  

Cattleya intermediate class 2:00 PM September 13. 

 

Come see us at the Alamo Orchid Society Show September 26-28 

San Antonio Garden Center 

Stay-AT-Home Orchid Wonders 
By Susan Dally, Editor 

We have some interesting Stay-

At-Home Orchid Wonder pho-

tos this month. 

Chris Farren sent in four pho-

tos. The first, at top left, is LC 

What’ll it Be which he pur-

chased as a seedling from Fred 

Clark two years ago. Left middle 

is Phal LOC Island Delicate, a 

primary hybrid of hainanesis x 

deliciosa var. hookeriana. Lower 

left is Phal Rainbow Chip, pur-

chased at the AOS show we 

hosted in 2009. Chris’s forth 

photo, top right, is of Oncidium 

pusillum, which Chris says has 

been in bloom since this spring.  

Lower right you will find a pho-

to of Ctsm. Rocky Clough.  This  

was submitted by Judith 
Neufeld, and looks to be one of 

her happy campers. 

If you have an orchid in bloom 

that you can’t bring in to a 

meeting or to judging, please 

consider sending a photo for us 

to use in this article.  Just think 

about all the great orchids that 

must be blooming in members 

homes around the Houston 

area right now. Wouldn’t you 

like to see them? 

Email photos to Susan at edi-

tor@houstonorchidsociety.org. 

 

1 

2 

3 4 

September 2014 

Events 



The Houston Judging Center is 

busy still. On 8/8/2014, the Judg-

ing Center judged the orchids 

brought in for the Houston 

Orchid Society Workshop held 

at Saint John the Devine. The 

facility was extremely nice and 

the people wonderful and help-

ful. Eleven plants were brought 

in for judging. One award was 

earned by Miltonia  spectabilis 

var. Morelliana. The plant re-

ceived an HCC of 78 points and 

was exhibited by Richard 

Jamison of Shreveport. 

On 8/16/2014, the Houston 

Judging Center met at the 

Jerebak Center at St. Thomas 

University. Six plants were sub-

mitted for judging. One award 
was given to Judith Neufeld for 

her Stanhopia  Assidensis 

‘Christine Bagsican’ that re-

ceived an AM of 82 points.   

Our next judging will be at the 

Galveston Bay Orchid Show on 

September 6th.  Hope to you all 

there! 

Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale 
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REFRESHMENT CORNER 
 
 

The Refreshment Committee had 8 people sign up 
to bring snacks for the September 

HOS meeting. If anyone else would like to bring 
snacks in September please do. 

 
Thanks to Claudia Ludwig, Winnie Yap,  Natalie 
Istin,  Rupa  Kota, Rosalvina Guimerans, Sandy 
Stubbings, Jim Dilger, Claudia Hanson, Denise 

Mitchell, Mary Rogge, Judith Neufeld and anyone 
else who brought snacks to the August  meeting.   

 
A sign up sheet will be circulated at each meeting 

to cover 3 months. 
 

Thanks, 
 

Vicki Joern & Mary Bahn 

 

Tasty Recipe of the Month 
By Jean-Marie Jones 

 

 

 

 

Mimi’s Prize Peach Cobbler 
 3/4 cup flour 

 1/8 teaspoon salt 

 2 teaspoons baking powder 

 1 cup sugar 

 3/4 cup milk 

 1/2 cup butter 

 2 cups fresh peaches 

 1 cup sugar  

Sift flour, salt and baking powder. Mix with 1 cup 

sugar; slowly stir in milk to make batter. 

Melt butter in 8x8x2 inch baking pan. Pour batter 

over melted butter. Do not stir. Mix the peaches 

and 1 cup sugar thoroughly and carefully spoon 

them over the batter. Bake 1 hour at 350˚F. Serve 

hot or cold, with cream if you like or ice cream. 
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Raffle Table 
By Roger Pallas 

This month the raffle table will have orchids from Hawaiian 

growers Carmela and Lehua. There will be a selection of 

Paphs, vandas and dendrobiums. 

Newcomers Group 
By Stephen Moffitt 

The Newcomers will be meeting at Calvin Starr's , September 

28th, (one week later than normal) at 2:00 PM. Calvin will be 

giving a program on species Phalanopsis. This is the meeting I will 

be raffling  off the blooming size plants that I purchased with the 

Newcomer Auction money.  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

5 Galveston 

Show Setup 
6 Galveston 

Bay Show 

7 Galveston 

Bay Show 
8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18Newsletter 

Content is Due 
19 20 HJC   

Judging 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 Newcomers 

& Intermediate 
29 30     

September 2014 

Labor Day 

Intermediate Group 
By Jay Balchan 

Our next Intermediate Group meeting will take place on Septem-

ber 28th starting at 2pm.  We will be meeting at Don Ghiz’s new 

home and greenhouse.  Don’s recently completed greenhouse 

has the latest technology and features and he will be giving us an 

overview of this growing environment.  

I will send out an email to our membership in mid September 

with directions.  Note that Don’s address in the directory is not 

current as he recently moved. 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

Sep. 6 -7 

Galveston Bay Orchid Society Show 

“Orchids by the Shore” 

South Shore Harbour Resort & Conference 

Center, League City, TX 

See ad, pg. 12 

 

Sep. 27-28 

Alamo Orchid Society 

”Orchid Solstice” 

San Antonio Garden Center, San Antonio 

 

Sep. 14 
HOS Annual Picnic 

Clown Alley Orchids 

Starts at Noon.  Lunch served at 1:00 pm 

with auction to follow. 

 

Oct. 4 
Mercer Arboretum’s Autumn Plant Sale & 

Market 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

HOS will have a display, information table 

and will provide orchid care classes. Setup 

Friday the 3rd 2-6 pm. 

 

Oct. 11 - 12 
Denver Orchid Society Fall Show  

“Falling for Orchids” 

Echter’s Nursery & Garden Center,  

Arvada, CO. 

Conact Keith Funk 

 

Oct. 29 - Nov. 2 

AOS Fall Members’ Meeting &16th Interna-

tional Slipper Orchid Symposium 

Sheraton Orlando North 

Orlando, FL. 

See ad page 12 
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