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A non profit organization 

established in 1945, HOS is 

a recipient of the American 

Orchid Society’s Distin-

guished Affiliated Societies 

Service award 
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The Houston Happenings 

Our Speaker for August is Tom 

Mirenda.  Tom has been the 

Orchid Collection Specialist at 

the Smithsonian Institution for 

the last 10 years. 

There he cares for and curates 

an extremely diverse collection 

of orchid species and hybrids 

from all over the world. His 

position includes developing and 

producing huge educational 

exhibits using the collection 

plants that last up to 4 months. 

and visited by hundreds of thou-

sands of visitors. 

Trained originally as a Marine 

Biologist, Tom made the switch 

to plants and orchids in his late 

20s while living in Hawaii. Since 

then he has worked with or-
chids at NY Botanical Garden, 

Brooklyn Botanic Garden and 

an extensive private collection 

at Greentree Estate in Long 

August Program: A Costa Rican Orchid Fantasy 
By Tom Pickens, VP Speakers & Programs 

Please Welcome New 

Members: 

 

Ruth Buchanan 

Margaret Cohen 

Janet Donath 

Troy Merchant 

Dr. Paulette Thelen 

Our  Speaker,  

 Tom Mirenda 

Presidents Post 
By Mary Gunn, President 

I hope that you are planning to 

attend the Workshop on Au-

gust 8th and 9th.  This will be 

HOS's 35th consecutive Sum-

mer Workshop! As our usual 

location at St. Thomas is not 

available this year due to Fresh-

man Orientation taking place in 

the space we usually use,  we 

found a great alternate location 

at St. John the Divine Episcopal 

Church, located at 2450 River 

Oaks Blvd - at the intersection 

of Westheimer and River Oaks. 

We will be in Sumners Hall; the 

entry is facing River Oaks and 

we'll have an outside sign post-

ed by the entry door. It's a 

beautiful and very large room 

and there are lots of parking 

spaces.  

The Workshop is one of my 

favor i te  events  of  the 

year.  While the Spring Show is 

our big event, the Workshop 

offers a casual setting with the 

opportunity to learn from ex-

perts and ask them questions 

specific to your growing; plus 

you'll have time to visit with 

other members and have sever-

al opportunities to add to your 

orchid collection.  Besides the 

keynote talks, there are several 

breakout sessions with addition-

al topics and Q&A.  I'll be lead-

ing one of the breakout ses-

sions, which is for current or 

past Orchid Society Officers or 

Board Members from any Or-

chid Society who are interested 

in sharing their knowledge and 

discussing ways to grow our 

Societies and develop member 

leadership. All of the Societies in 

our circuit have faced challenges 

in these areas and we want to 

learn from each other and de-

velop closer relationships 

among the Societies. We have 

invited the other Societies in 

our Texas Orchid Circuit. 

Please join us if you are inter-

(Continued on page 2) 

Island. Tom was also the floor 

manager at the New York Inter-

national orchid Show for many 

years  during this period. For 

the last 6 years, Tom has con-

tributed two columns each 

month for ORCHIDS magazine 

and is developing a new book 

based on those writings. Tom 

travels frequently around the 

US and internationally  making 

presentations to diverse audi-

ences, from scientists to the 

general public, about orchid 

ecology, pollination biology, and 

strategies for orchid conserva-

tion. He is passionate about 

seeking collaboration between 

the worlds of Botanic Gardens, 

the hobbyist community, com-
mercial growers and scientists 

to work together toward the 

goal of protecting orchids and 

their habitats. Tom is currently 

working on a project to coordi-

nate and centralize North 

American orchid conservation 

efforts, Tom hopes to extend 

the influence to other parts of 

the world where orchids are 

imperiled. 
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Presidents Post - Continued 

July Plant Table 
By Loren Neufeld, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale 

ested.  

The Workshop includes a Re-

ception on Friday evening with 

soft drinks and hors d'oeuvres; 

coffee and donuts, etc. on Satur-

day morning, and lunch on Sat-

urday. Amy Colville has done a 

great job of organizing the vol-

unteers and the food, and she 

has promised we'll have some 

'good eats’ - all included in your 

registration fee! 

Other Items:  

-The HOS Annual Picnic will be 

September 14th at Clown Alley. 

We need two volunteers to 

plan and handle arrangements!  

-The SWROGA fall show is 

hosted by the Galveston Bay 

Orchid Society on September 5-

7th. HOS will have a display and 

will need volunteers and or-

chids; please contact Loren 

Neufeld.  

-HOS will be the featured ex-

hibitor at Mercer Arboretum’s 

Autumn Plant Sale & Market on 

October 4th. We will have a 

display, information table, 

and present several classes on 

orchid care. 

-We have renewed our lease 

with First Christian Church 

through January of 2015. FCC is 

very interested in having us stay 

on a long term basis. We will 

also look at the new facilities 

available at Herman Garden 

Center when it is completed 

and the Board will make a deci-

sion in November.  Your feed-

back is welcome.  

See you at the next HOS meet-

ing on August 7th.  

Species Winner: 

Myrmecophila tibicinis  

grown by Judith Neufeld 

Hybrid Winner: 

Miltassia Olmec Kanno 

grown by Kar Chong 

There were 17 species en-

tries and 15 hybrid entries. 
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members and vendors working 

at our show.  You'll see her at 

the registration table for the 

Workshop again this year. And 

she served as Chair for Refresh-

ments for our monthly meetings 

and as Librarian for many years. 

Sarah, thank you for many years 

of volunteering where needed in 

HOS!  

Sarah Bentley was honored as 

our Volunteer of the Month for 

July. Sarah has served the HOS 

in so many ways over the past 

years. She is currently the Co-

Chair of the Raffle, and also 

managed food/refreshments for 

our Spring Show - a repeat per-

formance.  She did a superb job 

of getting volunteers to bring 

food and help serve it to the 

Volunteer of the Month - July 2014 
By Mary Gunn, Photo by Malcolm McCorquodale 

HOS Summer Workshop 2014 
By John Stubbings 

Claude Hamilton and his son Phillip, Cattleytonia Starrlyn ‘Clown Alley’ AM/AOS,  

Todd Miller and Tom Mirenda 

HOS Summer 

Workshop 

 

 

August 8-9 

 
St. John the Devine 

Episcopal Church 

2450 River Oaks 

Blvd. 

 

Schedule  

 

Registration 

Form 

We are pleased to bring to 

Houston three well known or-

chid people. You can meet them 

Friday evening at our reception 

from 5:00 till 8:00 and enjoy 

some light refreshments. We 

will have AOS judging during 

this time. We also will have a 

silent auction in support of the 

Houston Judging Center and the 

vendors will be selling orchids. 

All activity will end by 8:00 PM. 

This will be followed by a Dutch 

treat dinner with the speakers. 

All members are invited. 

Saturday starts at 8:00 AM for 

registration and runs till 4:00 

PM. Lectures and breakout ses-

sions alternate all day with a 

break for a lunch included in 
your registration fee. 

The speakers: 

Claude Hamilton is joining us 

from Jamaica. He owns and runs 

Hamlyn Orchids Ltd. in King-

ston Jamaica with his son Phillip. 

Claude is famous for his 

Broughtonia species and hy-

brids. The last time he spoke I 

purchased some resulting in an 

award.  Cattleytonia Starrlyn 

‘Clown Alley’ AM/AOS was 

awarded later at the 2008 Hou-

ston Summer Workshop.  

Claude will speak on ‘Some 

Northern Caribbean Species 

and their hybrids’ 

Todd Miller joins us from Drip-

ping Springs, Texas. Todd has 

been in the orchid business for 

many years starting in Florida 

working for others and then as 

an owner. He has since sold 

that business and now owns and 

runs Miller’s Tropicals near 

Austin for those who have no 

clue where Dripping Springs is. 

Todd has been here as a speak-
er and a vendor at many of our 

shows. For the past few years at 

least one plant from his exhibit 

at our show received an AOS 

award. Todd will present 

‘Orchid Growing in Texas’ An 

updated lecture covering new 

things Todd has implemented. 

Todd will be selling plants. 

Our third speaker Tom 

Mirenda hails from Washing-

ton, DC.  Yes he is a federal 

employee. Tom has been the 

Orchid Collection Specialist at 

the Smithsonian Institution for 

the last 10 years. You should 

recognize his name from the 

Orchids Magazine where he has 

had two columns every month 

for many years. Tom will lecture 

on ‘The Mysteries of Orchid 

Pollination’. 

In addition to the lectures there 

will be three breakout sessions 

in the morning and three more 

after lunch. There will be a si-

lent auction supporting the 
Houston Orchid Society Satur-

day as well as a brief live auc-

tion. 

So there you have it - a week-

end of orchids, auctions, parties, 

the government and sex educa-

tion. What more could you 

want. 

http://houstonorchidsociety.org/workshop.html
http://houstonorchidsociety.org/assets/2014_workshop-registration_2014.pdf
http://houstonorchidsociety.org/assets/2014_workshop-registration_2014.pdf
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The Redlands Orchid Festival 

has been held each May for the 

last 18 years and is held at the 

Fruit and Spice Park in Home-

stead Florida.  This is not your 

typical orchid show like we have 

here in Houston.  There are no 

displays, just vendors from many 

countries selling the widest 

assortment of orchids you will 

find anywhere.  They do have 

AOS judging on Thursday and 

there are always huge speci-

mens brought in and all plants 

entered stay on display through 

the full sale period in the AOS 

tent.  The sale opens to the 

public on Friday and runs 

through Sunday.   It is a very 

well run event and provides free 
parking within and around the 

park and the entrance fee is 

$10.00 per day or $25.00 for 

the full weekend.  There were 

61 plant vendors this year from 

15 countries including Europe-

ans, South, Central and North 

Americans, the Caribbean, Asia 

and Hawaii.  There were also 2 

vendors selling full lines of or-

chid supplies and several craft 

type vendors. 

There is a tent that will store 

your purchases for you when 

you get overloaded, you can 

keep adding to your stash all day 

and pick them up on the way 

out.  The same tent will pot up 

any bare root plants you pur-

chase, of course there is a fee 

for these services, but it is rea-

sonable.  The USDA has a tent 

for plants that need to be in-

spected to be taken out of the 

states.  The one thing missing 

this year was UPS and FedEx, in 

past years they were available to 

take shipments but this year we 

had to go to a UPS office in 

Homestead to ship some plants 

several of us had preordered. 

During the day there are also 

several seminars you can attend 
in an air conditioned building, so 

if you get too hot you can take 

in a talk and cool off.  There is 

no shortage of food vendors in 

the park and they are all located 

in one area where tables and 

chairs are available to eat your 

lunch or have a snack under a 

tent.  There was one vendor 

selling iced tea that was very 

good and if you kept your cup 

you got a discount on the next 

fill up, I think we were their 

View from the condo balcony of former HOS 

members Jill and Gerry Smith in Ft. Lauderdale; 

Jill kindly organized dinner for the group: Tony 

Millet, Al Mowery, Elizabeth Fisher, Susan Dally, 

Derek Lowenstein, Elly Carroll, Marianne Walker, 

Jill Smith & Calvin Starr; Sunset in Ft. Lauderdale; 

Plant Storage and Potting booths at Redlands; 

One of many orchid vendor aisles complete with 

signage and mud mats in case of rain. 

Road Trip to Redlands Orchid Festival 2014 
By Calvin Starr 
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best customer.  The food area 

has a variety of ethnic food from 

Greek to steamed corn on the 

cob.  There were several ven-

dors selling ice cream and other 

deserts.  

A few months ago I started 

making plans to attend and 

started trying to recruit some 

other HOS members to go 

down as a group.  I have been 

making the trip to Redlands 

about every other year and this 

was my fourth trip.  I had about 

20 people contact me for infor-

mation and we ended up with 

Susan Dally and her husband 

David, Marianne Walker, Al 

Mowery and Elizabeth Fisher, 

Derek Lowenstein and myself.  
While there we ran into a cou-

ple more HOS members that 

had also made the trip, Rupa 

and Tagore Kota,  and a couple 

of previous members that had 

just moved to south Florida, 

Micah and Aubrey Bishop.   

Al and Elizabeth went down a 

day earlier than the rest of us 

and were staying longer, while 

Susan, Derek and I flew down 

on Thursday from Hobby and 

Marianne flew out of Bush, and 

Susan's husband David came in 

on a late flight. 

We all arrived at Ft Lauderdale 

about 1:30 and it was pouring 

rain.  We had planned to pick 

up cars and meet at a BBQ 

place and then go to a local 

orchid nursery, Mickey's, but 

the streets were flooding and 

only Susan and I made it to the 

BBQ so we decided to all meet 

at the hotel and plan the rest of 

the afternoon.  We had plans to 

meet an old friend from HOS, 

Jill Smith, at her Condo at 5:30 

and then all go to dinner at a 

restaurant on the water.  About 

5:00 it stopped raining and the 

rest of the weekend was per-

fect.  Those of you that have 

been to Jill and Gerry's condo 

know what a terrific view they 

have of the water and all of the 

cruise ship terminals, the pic-

tures do not do it justice.  Jill as 

Redlands - Continued 

usual was a great hostess and 

we enjoyed drinks and snacks 

before dinner.  Derek's friend 

Tony and Marianne's friend Elly 

joined us for dinner at Coco-

nuts Seafood restaurant.  After 

a great dinner it was back to the 

hotel to get ready for an early 

departure to drive to Redlands 

where we would spend the rest 

of the weekend.  

We met for breakfast early 

Friday morning and hit the road 

for Homestead, it is about an 

hour and a half drive that time 

of morning and we arrived just 

as the gates were opening.  Jill 

and a friend from her condo 

met us and we mapped out a 

plan to meet back at the food 
area at noon.  Some of us had 

pre-orders to pick up and we 

headed out to check with those 

vendors to get the plants before 

they got lost or sold.  It was not 

long before most of us were 

taking advantage of the storage 

tent to keep our hands free for 

more plants.  I was looking for 

mainly Phal species and there 

were plenty to choose from.  

Krull Smith really had some big 

plants at very reasonable prices 

and some of the Asia vendors 

and a German vendor also had 

several but not of the size of 

Krull Smith’s plants.  The other 

HOS folks were buying an as-

sortment of orchids and finding 

things that are normally hard to 

find and at very reasonable pric-

es.  We met for lunch at noon 

where we found Rupa and Ta-

gore.  We did not know they 

were coming and were sur-

prised to see them.  After lunch 

it was back to shopping, it really 

takes more than a day to go 

through every vendors tent and 

I had just made a quick run 

through in the morning and I 

wanted to start at the first tent 

and really look at what each 

vendor was selling.  About 4 we 

decided to load up everything 

and head to the hotel and rest 

up a little while before dinner.  

We had 2 large boxes to pick 

up from Purification Orchids 

that were the pre-orders for 

about 10 HOS members.  We 

could not carry these back on 

the plane so we made arrange-

ments to take them to a UPS 

office Saturday morning and ship 

then back to Houston.  Mari-

anne and Derek were staying 

with there friends in Ft Lauder-

dale and headed back to their 

places.  Susan, David, Al, Eliza-

beth and I went to dinner at a 

(Continued on page 6) 

Marianne Walker, Al Mowery & Eliza-

beth Fisher;  Tagore & Rupa Kota;  

The Kawamoto Orchid Nursery booth. 
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Above: Pots and 

sundries  for sale 

at the Broward 

Orchid Supply 

booth; Calvin 

Starr at the Coral 

Castle; David & 

Susan Dally at 

Banjong Orchids. 

Below: 

Vandas at Banjong 

Orchids;  

A Brassovola  no-

dosa growning on 

a tree at Mickey’s 

Orchids. 

Redlands - Continued 

Cuban restaurant across from 

the hotel that our group found a 

couple of years ago.  The food 

was good then and we were not 

disappointed.  Everyone was 

ready to turn in early and get 

ready for Saturday. 

Al and Elizabeth had planned to 

go to Key West on Saturday and 

after an early breakfast they took 

off, The rest of us headed for the 

UPS office to ship the 2 large 

boxes we had picked up from 

Purification on Friday.  We made 

it to the park about 9 am as they 

were opening and started shop-

ping.  The sales area was much 

busier than it had been on Fri-

day, and the turnout seemed to 

be better than I remember from 
previous years.  About 1:00 it 

was starting to get pretty warm 

so Susan, David and I decided to 

call it a day and find a light lunch.  

After lunch we decided to drive 

down to Key Largo and do a 

little sight seeing and headed 

south on Hwy 1.  After about 5 

miles traffic came to a dead stop 

and we set for about 10 minutes 

and decided Key Largo was not a 

good idea after all.  We turned 

around.  David had seen an ad in 

the hotel for a place called the 

Coral Castle, it sounded inter-

esting so we found it and took 

the tour.  It is really an amazing 

place with quite a story behind it.  

I will not go into it but hit this 

link, http://coralcastle.com and 

read about it, I think you will find 

it quite interesting.  After this we 

went to RF Orchids and shopped 

for a while and returned to the 

hotel.  We had dinner in a sea-

food restaurant and headed back 

to the hotel and as we arrived Al 

and Elizabeth returned from Key 

West.  I spent the next couple of 

hours repacking my cloths into a 

small suitcase and packing the 
orchid purchases in the large 

suitcase.  Even with that I had 

two carry on bags full of orchids.  

They all made it home in surpris-

ingly good condition, even the 

blooms.  It was worth the time it 

took taping them in the suitcase 

and stuffing Polyfill around them. 

We had a 6 pm flight out of Ft. 

Lauderdale on Sunday so we 

planned to stay at Redlands until 

noon or so and head back north 

making a stop or two on the 

way.  It was very crowded Sun-

day and many of the vendors 

were getting low on plants and 

some had completely sold out.  

On the way out of town we 

stopped by Banjong Orchids and 

drooled over their Vanda selec-

tion.  They have as many as RF 

and Motes and their prices are 

very good.  They also have some 

very unique pots, but we were 

completely full and could carry 

no more, especially Vandas.  As 

we arrived in Ft Lauderdale we 

got a text that our flight was 

delayed until 8 pm, so we headed 

to Mickey’s Orchids, the place 

we missed on Thursday due to 

the rain.  There are always so 

many nice things there but due 

to space constraints I only 

bought one small plant.  We got 

another text that the flight was 

now moved back to 7pm so we 

headed to the airport and turned 

in our rental car.  We made up 

some time once we got in the air 

and did not arrive home to far 

behind schedule. 

I had a great time it was nice to 
have some HOS friends along for 

the trip.  I hope everyone that 

went enjoyed it and brought 

home some memories and or-

chids.  I will not say who bought 

the most but it was probably a 

close race between several.  I try 

to make one trip a year to one 

of the large orchid shows and 

next year I would like to make a 

west coast trip like Santa Barba-

ra, be thinking about it and let's 

get a group together.□ 

http://coralcastle.com/
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Go Orchids!! 

No, I’m not cheering for my 

favorite orchid, although that’s 

not a bad idea. Music is supposed 

to encourage your plants to 

grow, so maybe cheering them 

on will work as well! 

 Actually, “Go Orchids” is a 

database of orchids native to the 

US and Canada compiled by the 

North American Orchid Center. 

The database is currently popu-

lated with orchids of New Eng-

land, the mid-Atlantic, Alaska and 

the Southeast, but should have 

all orchids native to the US and 

Conservation Corner 
By Marianne Walker, Conservation Chair 

Canada within two years. The 

website is designed to work on 

most platforms including smart 

phones and tablets (so you can 

take it with you when you find 

that unidentified orchid growing 

in your yard ) and has the op-

tion to search by location or 

name or by a simple key. Simple 

key options allow you to narrow 

the search and include genus, 

habitat, leaf arrangement, form 

and color of the labellum, and 

presence or absence of a nectar 

spur. 

A search for orchids of Texas 

brings up the flowers of 35 spe-

cies, but also gives you the op-

tion to view the inflorescence or 

leaves, which is great if you’ve 

found a plant out of flower and 

only have leaves to compare. 

Clicking on a picture takes you 

to a summary of the species and 

provides a link to a more de-

tailed description. 

 Click to go to the “Go Orchids” 

website and start learning more 

about orchids native to Texas 

and the US. 

Everyone who grows orchids 

needs to be careful about 

spreading orchid viruses.   One 

of the most common ways to 

spread viruses is to reuse cut-

ting tools for multiple plants 

without sterilizing them in be-

tween uses.  The old, standard 

way of sterilizing the clippers 

was to heat them up with 

flame.   This very effective if 

done long enough and hot 

enough.  But heating dulls the 

clippers more quickly and it 

takes time to heat and cool.    

Cultural “Quick Tips” 
By Jay Balchan 

I clean my clippers using TSP 

(trisodium phosphate).  A super

-saturated (crystals visible in the 

bottom of the solution) TSP 

solution has such a high PH that 

it deactivates any viruses within 

a few minutes.  TSP also pre-

vents rust.  I leave 3 or 4 sets of 

clippers in a TSP solution and 

just rotate using them.  No 

more spreading viruses on my 

clippers.... So easy! 

You can find TSP with the clean-

ing supplies at stores like the 

Home Depot.  Happy growing. 

AOS Corner 
By Don Ghiz 

As us old-timers become more 

and more comfortable with the 

new digital world, so has the 

AOS.  I’d like to encourage you 

to visit the AOS web site, if 

you’re a member and look at 

the ORCHIDS magazine in digi-

tal format.  It’s exciting and 

convenient when on the run and 

want information on your cell 

phone or iPad. 

Little known to most, but Jay 

Balchan and this writer served 

on an ad-hoc committee to 

make recommendations to the 

AOS about membership rates 

for digital only members. Those 

rates were voted on by the 

Board in April and are now 

available to all new and renew 

members.  On average, mem-

bership is now about $30/year 

cheaper.  Please visit the AOS 

web site and join, if you’re not 

already a member.  

Here’s a link you can use to 

review the membership rates: 

h t t p : / / w w w . a o s . o r g /

Default.aspx?id=69 

In addition, I’d like to take this 

opportunity to invite you to 

visit the AOS Houston Judging 

Center and bring your best 

flowers in for judging, or just 

come visit without a plant. Eve-

ryone is welcome. The judges 

convene every month on the 

3rd Saturday at 11:00 AM. 

Plants for judging must be sub-

mitted by 11:30, and judging 

itself usually starts around 1PM.  

Between 11 AM and 1 PM we 

have a ‘bring-your-own’ lunch 

and presentations on various 

subjects related to orchids and 

judging them. 

http://goorchids.northamericanorchidcenter.org/
http://www.aos.org/Default.aspx?id=69
http://www.aos.org/Default.aspx?id=69
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Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples, Photos by Julius Klehm 

The Houston Judging Center 

met on July 19th at the Jerabeck 

Center. After a short meeting 

and a presentation by Holly 

Miller on award description 

writing, the judges awarded four 

beautiful plants. Stephen Moffitt 

was a happy HOS member on 

the 19th. He received three out 

of the four awards. Ctsm. Kay 

Lowe ‘Camilo’ received an AM 

or 81 points (Photo 1), Ctsm. 

schmidtianum x Ctsm. Or-

chidglade  ‘Chloe’ received an 

Heart Felt Condolences Go Out To Two Of Our 

Members This Month 
To Diane Taylor on the passing of your husband Dave Taylor 

and 

To Malcolm McCorquodale on the loss of your mother 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your families. 

 

From your many friends in the HOS 

HCC of 79 points (Photo 2), 

and Ctsm. Sheriff Frank Drew  

‘Deborah Higdon’ received an 

HCC of 76 points (Photo 3) ---

all belonging to Stephen.  The 

fourth award was received by 

James Jeansonne with his Myc. 

Maui Starburst ‘Epijim’ with a 79 

point scoring (Photo 4). Sixteen 

plants were entered. 

Hope to see many HOS mem-

bers at the HOS Workshop on 

the 8/9th of August! Great 

speakers and vendors will be 

there. 

1 

2 

3 4 
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REFRESHMENT CORNER 
 
 

The Refreshment Committee had 4 people sign up 
to bring snacks for the August 

HOS meeting. If anyone else would like to bring 
snacks in August please do. 

 
Thanks to Mary Gunn, Bill Bartlett, Cherie Lee, 
Betsy Robinson, Claudia Ludwig, Winnie Yap,  

 Natalie Istin,  Rupa  Kota, and anyone else who 
brought snacks to the July  meeting.   

 
A sign up sheet will be circulated at each meeting 

to cover 3 months. 
 

Thanks, 
 

Vicki Joern & Mary Bahn 

 

Tasty Recipe of the Month 
By Jean-Marie Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Panned Carrots 
 3 tablespoons coconut oil 

 4 cups coarsely shredded carrots 

 1 cup chopped green bell pepper 

 1 cup chopped onion 

 1 cup chopped parsley  

 1/2 teaspoon salt 

 1/8 teaspoon pepper 

 1 tablespoon tarragon  

 3 tablespoons apple cider vinegar 

Heat oil in a heavy skillet. Add carrots, bell pepper, 

onion, and parsley; season with salt and pepper, 

stirring constantly. When well mixed add tarragon. 

Cover and cook until tender, but still crisp. Add 

vinegar; stir and stir. Serves 6 

Stay-AT-Home Orchid Wonders 
By Susan Dally, Editor 

We has some great Stay-At-

Home Orchid Wonders sent in 

this month.  

The top left photo was sent by 

Amy Colville of her Stanhopea 

Assidensis.  This is a primary 

hybrid between Stan. Tigrina 

and Stan. Wardii.  

Marianne Walker sent in two 

interesting photos. The first 

shows three varieties of Phal. 

cornu-cervi. The one in front is 

the flava version and it is pelor-

ic. The one in the back is an alba 

and the small one at bottom 

right is the red version.  Mari-

anne says she had trouble get-

ting them all into focus at the 

same time and wishes they 

would cooperate more by 
growing all in the same direc-

tion. 

Mariannes other photo (top 

right) is of Blc. Apache Sunrise. 

This hybrid has B. nodosa, C. 

dowiana,  C. bicolor, B. digbyana 

and L. tenebrosa in its back-

grown. You can really see C. 

dowiana in this flower.  As a 

comparison I have included a 

photo of my Cattleya dowiana 

(bottom right) which has just 

finished blooming. 
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Raffle Table 
By Roger Pallas 

This month the raffle table will have orchids from Carmela and 

Quintal farms. 

Newcomers Group 
By Stephen Moffitt 

The Newcomers will  be meeting at Don Ghiz’s place at 2:00 on 

August 17th. He will present a talk on Plant Needs Hierarchy. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 77:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

8HOS Summer 

Workshop 
9HOS Summer 

Workshop 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 HJC   

Judging 

172:00 pm 

Newcomers 
18 19 20 21Newsletter 

Content is Due 
22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

August 2014 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

Aug 8 - 9 

Houston Orchid Society Summer Orchid 

Workshop 

The Church of St. John The Divine 

 

Sep. 6 -7 

Galveston Bay Orchid Society Show 

“Orchids by the Shore” 

South Shore Harbour Resort & Conference 

Center, League City, TX 

See ad, pg. 12 

 

Sep. 27-28 

Alamo Orchid Society 

”Orchid Solstice” 

San Antonio Garden Center, San Antonio 

 

Sep. 14 
HOS Annual Picnic 

Clown Alley Orchids 

Starts at Noon.  Lunch served at 1:00 pm 

with auction to follow. 

 

Oct. 4 
Mercer Arboretum’s Autumn Plant Sale & 

Market 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

HOS will have a display, information table 

and will provide orchid care classes. Setup 

Friday the 3rd 2-6 pm. 

 

Oct. 11 - 12 
Denver Orchid Society Fall Show  

“Falling for Orchids” 

Echter’s Nursery & Garden Center,  

Arvada, CO. 

Conact Keith Funk 

keithfunk@comcast.net 

Officers 

President Mary Gunn 

VP - Speakers Tom Pickens 

VP - Shows & Plant Table Loren & Judith Neufeld 

VP - Membership Debbie Peterson 

Treasurer Rick Hepler 

Recording Secretary Elizabeth Fisher 

Past President Calvin Starr 

Chairs 

Conservation Marianne Walker 

Guest Hospitality Shon Valenzuela & 

 Allan Davies 

Happenings Editor Susan Dally 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Stephen Moffitt 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Roger Pallas & 

 Sara Bentley 

Refreshments Vicki Joern & Mary Bahn 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

Spring Show Holly Miller & 

 John Stubbings 

Summer Workshop John Stubbings & 

  Fr. Ted Baenziger 

Webmaster  Tom Durrett 

Directors - Two Year Term 

Fr. Ted Baenziger Holly Miller 

Jim Butler Stephen Moffitt 

Susan Dally Lakshmi Narayana 

Don Ghiz Marianne Walker 

Sandra Higham  

Directors - One Year Term 

Marvin Gerber Diane Taylor 

John Stubbings  

Representatives 

AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Derek Lowenstein 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings & 

 Lauri Skov 
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Happy Summertime 

We have lots of famous  

blooming size Cattleyas available 

Laura Bush George H.W. Bush Sarah Palin ‘You Betcha’ Sarah Palin ‘Hockey Mom” 

Republican Cattleyas - Can’t find Democrats for sale 

Oprah Winfrey Martha Stewart 


