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A non profit organization 

established in 1945, HOS is 

a recipient of the American 

Orchid Society’s Distin-

guished Affiliated Societies 

Service award 
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The Houston Happenings 

Presidents Post 
By Mary Gunn, President 

Be sure to register and then 

mark your calendar to attend 

the August Workshop on Au-

gust 8th and 9th. The schedule 

and registration form are availa-

ble both on our website and at 

our July meeting. Please note 

the new location for this year's 

workshop in Sumner Hall at St. 

John the Devine Episcopal 

Church. John Stubbings and 

Father Ted have lined up world-

class speakers yet again, and it's 

Our Speaker  for July is Dr. Olie 

Garrison from Nacogdoches, 

Texas. He will be discuss-

ing  'Judging Phalaenopsis with 

remarks on cultivation'.  

Many of you here in Houston 

may know Olie for he has been 

growing orchids for 23 years 

and has  spec ia l ized in 

Phalaenopsis for the past 15 

years.  He is an accredited judge 

from the Shreveport Center 

July Program: Judging Phalaenopsis With Remarks On Cultivation 
By Tom Pickens, VP Speakers & Programs 

Please Welcome New 

Member: 

 

Victor Palla 

Myra Yang 

 

Our  Speaker,  

 Dr. Olie Garrison 

a great opportunity to learn 

more about orchid growing, 

spend time with other orchid 

enthusiasts, add some orchids 

to your collection, and take a 

nice, cool indoor break from 

the Houston summer heat - all 

while surrounded by orchids! 

Amy Colville has agreed to help 

organize the event this year and 

has already filled many of the 

volunteer spots, but it's not too 

late to get involved in some 

way; just send a note or call 

Amy if you want to help. This a 

great way to meet more people 

and develop friendships in HOS. 

The workshop is high on my list 

of favorite HOS events, and I 

encourage you to go - no mat-

ter what your level in orchid 

growing.  

Our July meeting is on the 3rd 

this month, so plan to include it 

as part of your 4th of July festiv-

ities. See you there! 

and is currently treasurer and 

Regional director of Region 6 

for IPA.  He has received 77 

AOS awards of which 52 are for 

Phalaenopsis.  He considers 

myself a serious hobby grower 

and does some hybridiz-

ing.  Olie does not typically sell, 

but occasionally has flasks and 

compots from his own breeding 

for auction or trade. 

Board Member for many years, 

and Intermediate Group Chair-

person. Tom graciously offered 

to take over as Webmaster and 

redesigned our entire website 

using current technology and 

adding some great new design 

features, artwork and a lot 

more photos. Thank you both 

for your service, your creativity, 

and your reliability in this im-

portant role.   

Calvin Starr and Tom Durrett 

were honored as our Volun-

teers of the Month for June for 

their exemplary and creative 

work on our website. Calvin has 

designed and managed our web-

site for many years and done a 

great  job on our ‘public face’ 

for HOS. He did this in addition 

to serving in other volunteer 

positions including HOS Presi-

dent (2013), 3 VP positions, 

Volunteer of the Month - June 2014 
By Mary Gunn, Photo by Malcolm McCorquodale 

Calvin Starr 

(Photo of Tom Durrett 

was not available) 
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Above Left: Hybrid Winner BLC. Toshie Aoki 

‘Pizzaz’, grown by  Bruce Cameron 

Above Right:  Species Winner Broughtonia san-

guinea, grown by Tan Tran 

There were 23 hybrids and 30 species displayed. 

June Plant Table 
By Calvin Starr (subbing for Loren), Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale 

We all have nice plants that we 

would love to get extra divi-

sions from when they get 

large.  I have found that an ef-

fective way to get new, ready to 

grow divisions is to divide the 

plants while they are still in the 

pot.  Divide them a season 

ahead of time and let them 

grow in the same pot until you 

are ready to repot the next 

season.  At that point you will 

immediately have separate 

plants ready to pot up. 

The technique is especially ef-

fective if one of the divisions has 

good roots, but does not have 

Cultural “Quick Tips” 
By Jay Balchan 

an active growing lead.  These 

divisions will often shoot new 

leads as compared to dividing 

them out of  the pot. 

You can see in this picture that I 

have divided this plant, leaving 

both divisions in the same 

pot.  The white plant tag is sep-

arat ing the div is ions.   

Try this technique sometime.  I 

think you will be pleased with 

the results! 

Happy growing. 

This plant has been split in two in an-

ticipation of dividing in the future 
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A New HOS Life Member 
By Mary Gunn, President, Photo by Malcolm McCorquodale 

great slate of officers. She has 

volunteered many times to help 

with our picnic, raffles, auctions, 

workshop, etc.  She document-

ed the responsibilities and 'how 

to' for VP positions, the Raffle, 

and is currently working on this 

for the Spring Show. Holly com-

pleted the judging program 

through Houston Judging Cen-

ter and is an accredited AOS 

Judge; she currently serves as 

Treasurer for HJC and has been 

an active volunteer in HJC activ-

ities. Holly has contributed so 

much to HOS and we truly 

appreciate her work, time and 

contributions.  Congratulations 

Holly! 

The Board recommended that 

Holly Miller be designated as a 

Life Member in the Houston 

Orchid Society and it was ap-

proved by the Membership at 

the June meeting.  Life member-

ship is awarded for meritorious 

service to HOS. Holly has been 

a very active member since 

joining HOS in 2003 and has 

served in numerous leadership 

positions including HOS Presi-

dent (2009), all of the VP posi-

tions, and Chair of the Spring 

Show for the past 5 years. She 

has served on the Nominating 

Committee for several years, 

often as the Chairperson and 

has always helped provide a 

AOS Corner 
By Don Ghiz 

At the AOS Members' Meeting 

in MN this April, the ballot pro-

posed by the Nominating Com-

mittee was approved by the 

membership at large. Here is a 

list of the current officers.   

A reminder that the AOS web 

site contains many levels of 

important information about 

orchids and the organization. 

Please enjoy it often. It is dy-

namic and ever-changing. 

Holly Miller 

Officers & Trustees of The American Orchid 
Society  

Frank Smith, President 

Mario Ferrusi, Vice President  —  Harry Gallis, Vice President 

Susan Wedegaertner, Treasurer 

Nancy Mountford, AssistantTreasurer 

Jean Hollebone, Secretary 

Sandra Tillisch-Svoboda, Immediate Past President 

---- Trustees ---- 
2012-2015 

Jeanne Buchanan - Ron Giles - John Ingram 

2013-2016 

Fred Clarke - David Toyoshima - Carol Zoltowski 

2014-2017 
Thomas Etheridge - Fred Misbach - Juan Felipe Posada - Linda 

Thorne - William Zimmerman 

Missed an 

AOS Webinar? 
 

AOS Members can 

view past webinars 

after logging into the 

AOS web site. 
 

AOS.org 

http://aos.org/default.aspx?id=1
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the plants fertilized every now 

and then.  Besides, I’m willing to 

grant the pill bugs and others 

their right to exist, so long as 

they stay off my orchids.  And 

that was the solution that I set-

tled on:  keep ‘em off.  So I 

made the slugs and bugs stay off 

my orchids by hanging them all 

where hardly any slug and no 

pill bug will ever go. 

That’s right;  I hang all my or-

chids, which has the added ben-

efit of very good air circulation. 

The racks could hardly be any 

simpler.  They are made of ½” 

galvanized pipe.  If you go to a 

good plumbing store, you can 

(Continued on page 5) 

Hang It All - My Outdoor Orchid Support System 
By Trey Hotalen 

I have that doyen of Houston 

plantsmen, John Teas, to thank 

for my introduction to the mag-

nificent obsession of orchids.  

Teas Nursery was where I 

bought my first orchid.  How I 

miss Teas. 

However, for what I am writing 

now we can thank the snails, 

slugs and pill bugs of West Uni-

versity Place and the Houston 

area in general.  Snails, slugs and 

pill bugs are everywhere in 

Houston, and they sometimes 

give gardeners fits.  Certainly it 

was irksome or even heart-

breaking in my early years 

growing up in West U. to come 

out and find a pile of pill bugs 

chewing on the newly grown 
roots of one of my orchids.  I 

resolved to find a solution.  And 

that solution was hang it all!  I 

could have said, “hang it all!”, 

and given up growing orchids, 

but how can you give up such an 

interesting hobby where there is 

always something new to learn 

and success is so beautiful and 

so gratifying?  I could have 

sprayed the entire back yard 

with all kinds of poisons or 

sprayed the orchids weekly with 

all kinds of poisons.  But in my 

college days I just didn’t have 

time for regularly spraying poi-

sons;  I was doing good to get 

Above and Below: Views of Trey’s A-frame 

hanging racks.  Trey’s 300 or so orchids spend 

seven months of the year on these racks under 

large oak trees. There are three racks totaling 

over 200 feet in length. 
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get all you want of this pipe in 

21 foot lengths.  And, as it turns 

out, the 21 foot lengths are just 

right.  At each end and between 

each 21 foot section of pipe is 

an A-frame also made of ½” 

pipe.  The top is just two Ts 

screwed together with a short 

nipple.  The legs are 7 foot long 

pieces of ½” galvanized.  I have 

found that 7 foot long legs give a 

nice stable angle to the A-

frames and at the same time put 

the plants at a convenient 

height.  I have put bell reducers 

and plugs on the bottoms of the 

feet of my A-frames.  That way I 

can step up from the ½” pipe to 

¾” or even 1” reducers and 

plugs. This keeps the legs from 
sinking so badly into the soil and 

at the same time provides a 

good, slip free footing.  It also 

closes off the ends of the legs, 

so moisture cannot come in 

through them and advance the 

rusting process.  At the ends of 

each rack the top of the A-

frame is made with just one T 

and a street L.  This closes off 

the end of the rack neatly.  Yes, 

each rack is completely sealed 

and will hold pressure, but, no, 

the racks are not connected to 

the water supply in any way.  

They’re just there to be racks.  I 

also want to point out that be-

tween each section of rack 

there is a union and a short 

nipple.  This union makes it 

much easier to take each sec-

tion of the rack apart for repair 

or modification.  If you don’t 

put the union in, you have to 

start at one end of the rack and 

take everything apart until you 

get to what you want to fix, so 

the unions save time and lots of 

aggravation. 

For the most stable and durable 

rack you will want to make the 

joints properly tight.  To do this 

you must use a pair of good 

pipe wrenches to assemble your 

pipe and fittings.  And do not 

neglect to use pipe dope when 

assembling.  Pipe threads de-

Hang It All - Continued 

pend upon an interference fit 

for their sealing and stability.  

You must lubricate the threads 

to get that interference fit, so 

use a good brand of pipe dope.  

I use and recommend Rector-

Seal #5.  There are others, of 

course.  Be sure you get a good 

coat of pipe dope on the 

threads of the pipe and the 

threads of each fitting.  There is 

some small variation in the 

threads of most fittings, so you 

will have to learn to gauge the 

tightness of each joint as you 

assemble it.  A good rule of 

thumb is 1 ½ to two threads 

remaining outside the fitting for 

a properly made-up joint. 

In the middle of each 21 foot 
section I put a stick support so 

the 21 foot pipe will not bow 

too much and break under the 

weight of the plants.  My stick 

supports used to be treated 

wood or douglas fir 2X2s, but I 

found that they bowed too 

much and let the centers down.  

These days I am using pipe for 

structure again.  I now make the 

stick supports out of a ¾” galva-

nized T on top and a 5 ½ foot 

long piece of ½” pipe with a 

coupling on the bottom.  Then I 

screw into the coupling a short 

nipple with a bell reducer on 

one end.  That gives me an end 

that I can use with different 

lengths of nipples to adjust to 

the unevenness of the ground to 

get the height right.  I can also 

easily replace the end, if need 

be.  The end of the stick sup-

port rests on a 12” X 12” paver 

block.  The run of the ¾” T 

easily slides over the outside of 

the ½” galvanized pipe to get 

into place.  The stick supports 

are not closed at either end 

I sometimes sink a ground an-

chor into the ground under-

neath each end of the rack 

about 7 feet in.  That way I can 

run a stout wire with a turn-

buckle to brace the rack, so the 

wind doesn’t bow it over from 

the end. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Above: Construction details of the A-

frame supports. 

Below:  View of the bottom of a center 

stick support which rests on a paver 

block. 
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This rack system has been 

evolving since 1975 with this 

particular design having been in 

use since 2000. 

Using this system I grow most 

types of orchids including An-

graecums, Cattleyas and Cattle-

ya alliance, Dendrobiums, 

Lycastes, Oncidiums, Stan-

hopeas, Paphiopedilums and 

Phragmipediums, Phalaenopsis, 

Vandas. □ 

 

Trey Hotalen is a native 

Houstonian and has been 

growing orchids since he was 

12 years old.  That’s about 42 

years.  Trey has been a mem-

ber of HOS since about 1988 

with a few gaps along the 
way.  His favorite orchids are 

the cattleyas, both species 

and hybrids. Trey can be 

reached at cypripedi-

um3@earthlink.net. 

What is orchid conservation? 

 The primary definition would be 

maintaining the existence of 

orchid species in their native 

habitat; however, I’m certain you 

would get a myriad of answers if 

you asked a group of orchid 

lovers. The real question is, how 

can I help conserve orchids in 

the wild? Most orchids grow in 

tropical environments in other 

countries, so how can I help with 

that? The most obvious answer 

is to contribute monetarily to 

groups that focus on orchid con-

servation. I mentioned several 

examples in last month’s news-

letter. 

 Many of us are actually active 

participants in orchid conserva-
tion without even knowing it. If 

you are growing species, you are 

helping to conserve orchids. 

Have you researched the species 

you grow? Are any of them en-

dangered due to destruction of 

Conservation Corner 
By Marianne Walker, Conservation Chair 

Above Left: A center support post.  In the background, Trey’s 

greenhouse.   The orchids stay on hangers when they go into the 

greenhouse in winter.  Most are simply carried in on poles that 

they hang from.  Above Right: End view of a support rack. 

the habitat? Are there other 

species you could add to your 

collection that are in danger of 

disappearing in the wild? 

What about orchids native to 

Texas? 

You may be surprised to find out 

that there are 54 identified or-

chid species that grow wild in 

Texas. You could potentially 

have a wild orchid growing on 

your property and have mistaken 

it for a weed. A friend of mine in 

Florida found two different or-

chid species growing in her very 

small lawn, so it’s not out of the 

realm of possibility. Familiarize 

yourself with the orchids that 

grow wild in Texas and start 

looking for them in your yard! 
There is a book available on 

Amazon called “Wild Orchids of 

Texas” by Joe and Ann Liggio. It 

covers all 54 species and is a 

great resource. In the back of 

the book, there is a section that 

Hang It All - Continued 

lists each species and the coun-

ties where it has been sited. 

The most important thing you 

can do to conserve orchids in 

Texas is to leave them where 

they are growing. As tempting as 

it may be to grab that orchid 

growing on the side of the road, 

they don’t transplant well and 

you’ll probably end up killing it. 

Plant Delights Nursery, an online 

retailer, has a decent selection of 

orchid species, but only one that 

I could identify as native to the 

Houston area – Spiranthes cer-

nua. However, they do sell sev-

eral Bletilla and Calanthe species 

and hybrids and Calopogon tu-

berosus, all of which are rated to 

zone 9b. 
In future newsletters, I’ll be cov-

ering some of the orchids native 

to our corner of the state and 

will continue to search for other 

nurseries that carry them. 

 Happy Orchid Hunting! 

mailto:cypripedium3@earthlink.net?subject=Happenings%20Article
mailto:cypripedium3@earthlink.net?subject=Happenings%20Article
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Houston Orchid Society 
35

th
 Consecutive Summer Workshop 

August 8 and 9, 2014 
 

NEW LOCATION for 2014 
 

St. John the Divine Episcopal Church 
2450 River Oaks Blvd. - at Westheimer and River Oaks 

 

Speakers 
Claude Hamilton ‘Some Northern Caribbean Species and their hybrids’ Note this in-
cludes the Broughtonias for which Claude is famous and which grow fabulously well in 
Houston. Claude will be bringing plants for sale. 
 
Thomas Mirenda ‘The Mysteries of Orchid Pollination’ Shows the various adapta-
tions orchids have developed as pollination strategies, including food, brood site, pol-
len, and mating deceptions, pseudo-copulation, co-evolution with pollinators, and other 
methods of species isolation. 
 

Todd Miller ‘Orchid Growing in Texas’ An updated lecture covering new things Todd 
has implemented. Todd will be selling plants. 
 

Tentative Schedule 
 

Friday August 8 
Plant Registration for AOS Judging ends 5:30 PM 

Event Registration 5:00 to 7:30 PM 
AOS Judging 5:30 PM till ?? 

Preview Reception 5:00 till 8:00 PM 
Reception includes non-alcoholic drinks, light Hors d’oevers  

The Silent Auction supporting Houston Judging Center  
Vendor Sales 5:00 till 8:00 PM 

Evening dinner with speakers at location to be determined set for 8:30 PM 
Registration fee does not include the dinner. 

 

Saturday August 9 
Event Registration opens 8:00 AM 

Lectures and breakout sessions run 9:00 AM till Noon 
Luncheon Noon may include a live auction 

Lectures and breakout sessions run 1:00 PM till 3:00 PM 
Vendor sales 8:00 AM till 4:00 PM 

  Silent Auction supporting Houston Orchid Society 8:00 AM till 4:00 PM 
Registration Fees 
Friday only $10.00 

Saturday only $50.00 
Both $55.00 



 

Page 8 Volume 44, Issue 7 

Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples, Photo by Malcolm McCorquodale  

The Houston Judging Center 

has been busy the last few 

weeks. We judged a beautiful 

orchid show at the New Orle-

ans Orchid Society Show on the 

31st-1 June. Four awards were 

granted. On June 13, the judges 

from HJC judge a wonderful 

show at Lafayette with Acadian 

Orchid Society.  Six awards 

were granted. 

On June 21st the HJC award-

ed Catasetum Sheriff Frank 

Drew ‘Maia’ (Catasetum Frilly 

Doris x Catasetum Susan 

Fuchs), AM 85, owned by Ste-

phen Moffitt. A number of HOS 

members were present to see 

the award. 

Wanted! 
Old copies of  The Houston 

Happenings  
I am looking for editions 

from March 1994 and  
earlier. 

Paper copies will be 
scanned and  
Returned. 

Please contact Susan at:  
 281-435-6456 or 

editor 
@houstonorchidsociety.org 

mailto:editor@houstonorchidsociety.org?subject=Old%20Happenings
mailto:editor@houstonorchidsociety.org?subject=Old%20Happenings
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REFRESHMENT CORNER 
 
 

The Refreshment Committee had 5 people sign up 
to bring snacks for the July 

HOS meeting; what a great response, especially 
since the summer months seem to be a time of 

travel.  If anyone else would like to bring snacks in 
July please do. 

 
Thanks to Mary Bahn, Winnie Yap, Natalie Istin,  
Rupa  Kota, and anyone else who brought snacks 
to the June  meeting.  A BIG THANKS to Winnie 
Yap for lending a helping hand at the refreshment 

table during June. 
 

A sign up sheet will be circulated at each meeting 
to cover 3 months. 

 
Thanks, 

 

Vicki Joern & Mary Bahn 

 

Tasty Recipe of the Month 
By Jean-Marie Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ice Box Pickles 
These pickles last about 6 weeks in your 

refrigerator. 
 3-1/2 cups water 

 1-1/4 cups white vinegar 

 1 tablespoon sugar 

 1 tablespoon sea salt 

 4 cups cucumber spears 

 2 cloves garlic whole 

 2 large heads dill 

 

Stir water, vinegar, sugar and sea salt together in a 

saucepan over high heat. Bring to a boil, remove 

from heat and cool completely. 

Combine cucumber spears, garlic, and fresh dill in a 

large jar. Pour cooled vinegar mixture over cucum-

ber mixture and put lid on. Refrigerate for at 

least three days.   

Happy Summertime 
We have supplies to help you grow better orchids 

Orchiata Bark, 4 sizes 
Screened Orchiata Bark Mixes with charcoal, Sponge Roc 

New Zealand Sphagnum 
Charcoal, Sponge Roc, Tree fern fiber 

Fertilizer, Superthrive 
Clay Orchid Pots, Terra Cotta Pots 

Green Plastic Pots, Clear Plastic Pots 
Pot Hangers, Pot Clips and more 
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Raffle Table 
By Roger Pallas 

This month we will have 12 nice orchids on the raffle table.. 

Newcomers Group 
By Stephen Moffitt 

 The Newcomers will  be meeting at Stephen Moffitt’s at 2:00 on 

July 20th. We will have plants to give away as well as some auc-

tion goodies. I will be discussing my growing techniques and talk-

ing about the various plants in my collection.  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 HJC 

Judging 

202:00 pm 

Newcomers 
21 22 23 24Newsletter 

Content is Due 
25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

July 2014 

Wanted! 
Photos of your blooming orchids 

that can not be brought to the 

monthly plant table or judging. 

Please send your Stay-At-Home  

Orchid Wonders to: 

editor@houstonorchidsociety.org 

mailto:editor@houstonorchidsociety.org?subject=Stay-At-Home%20Orchids
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

July 11 - 13 

Baton Rouge Orchid Society Annual Show & 

Sale, “Exotic Delight” 

Baton Rouge Garden Center 

Baton Rouge, LA 

 

Aug 1 - 3 

Hilo Orchid Society Annual Show & Sale 

“Symphony of Orchids” 

Edith Kanaka’ole Stadium 

Hilo, Hawaii 

See ad, pg. 12 

 

Aug 8 - 9 

Houston Orchid Society Summer Orchid 

Workshop 

The Church of St. John The Divine 

2450 River Oaks Blvd, Houston 

 

Sep 6 -7 

Galveston Bay Orchid Society Show 

“Orchids by the Shore” 

South Shore Harbour Resort & Conference 

Center, League City, TX 

See ad, pg. 12 

 

Sep 27-28 

Alamo Orchid Society 

”Orchid Solstice” 

San Antonio Garden Center, San Antonio 

Contact Eric Shepherd 

 eeshepphd@aol.com 

 

Oct. 11 - 12 
Denver Orchid Society Fall Show  

“Falling for Orchids” 

Echter’s Nursery & Garden Center,  

Arvada, CO. 

Conact Keith Funk 

keithfunk@comcast.net 

Officers 

President Mary Gunn 

VP - Speakers Tom Pickens 

VP - Shows & Plant Table Loren & Judith Neufeld 

VP - Membership Debbie Peterson 

Treasurer Rick Hepler 

Recording Secretary Elizabeth Fisher 

Past President Calvin Starr 

Chairs 

Conservation Marianne Walker 

Guest Hospitality Shon Valenzuela & 

 Allan Davies 

Happenings Editor Susan Dally 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Stephen Moffitt 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Roger Pallas & 

 Sara Bentley 

Refreshments Vicki Joern & Mary Bahn 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

2013 Spring Show Holly Miller & 

 John Stubbings 

2013 Summer Workshop John Stubbings & 

  Fr. Ted Baenziger 

Webmaster - HOS Calvin Starr 

Webmaster - HJC Don Maples 

Directors - Two Year Term 

Fr. Ted Baenziger Holly Miller 

Jim Butler Stephen Moffitt 

Susan Dally Lakshmi Narayana 

Don Ghiz Marianne Walker 

Sandra Higham  

Directors - One Year Term 

Marvin Gerber Diane Taylor 

John Stubbings  

Representatives 

AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Derek Lowenstein 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings & 

 Lauri Skov 
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