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The Houston Happenings 

Presidents Post 
By Mary Gunn, President 

We have already had a lot of fun 

opportunities this year to learn 

more about orchids, share our 

knowledge, and great 'buying 

opportunities' to add to our 

collections - with more coming 

up!   

Thank you to everyone who 

helped with our booth at Hou-

ston Home & Garden Show at 

Reliant Center.  Steve Moffitt 

and Rick Hepler did a superb 

job as Co-Chairs for the show - 

working before, during, and 

after the show to make it a 

success. Many members provid-

ed plants, supplies, and their 

t ime  to  work  in  the 

booth.  Special thanks to Bruce 

Cameron (Orchid Obsession) 

and John Stubbings (Clown Al-

ley) for providing great plants at 

very reasonable prices to help 

us out.  We sold all but 2 of the 

plants we purchased, and 2/3 of 

what Bruce provided 'on con-

Our speaker for March will be 

Manuel Aybar, he will be pre-

senting: A look at the Phalae-

nanthe section of Dendrobium.  

As part of Manuel Aybar’s most 

beloved genera, this program 

taps into the Dendrobium 

Phalaenanthe (Evergreen type) 

section of this complex genus.  

It presents, from a grower’s and 

hybridizer’s perspective, the 

different trends in Dendrobium 

colors and shapes, and the 

origin of the many common 

dendrobium hybrids known 

today. 

Manuel Aybar works in the 

Technology Industry.   He is 

originally from the Dominican 

Republic (A grower’s paradise, 
as he describes it).  He has been 

growing orchids for approxi-

mately 19 years. The genus that 

got him started was Dendrobi-

um in which he specializes 

(phalaenopsis-type). 

A member of the American 

Orchid Society since 1997 and 

the Greater North Texas Or-

chid Society since 2000. Manuel 

Aybar is an Accredited Judge.  

His current research includes 

the orchids of the Dominican 

Republic, for which he has gone 

on numerous orchid collecting 

trips back to his home country. 

He has been extensively in-

volved in the judging of many 

shows around the US, including 

the Miami International Orchid 

Show and most of the south-

west region (SWROGA) shows 

(New Orleans OS, Baton Rouge 

OS, Shreveport OS, Greater 

North Texas OS, Fort Worth 

OS, Oklahoma OS, and Arkan-

sas). He has also served as an 

international judge for Orchid 

Shows in Taiwan (TOGA 
2010,2011), Peru, Costa Rica, as 

well as the World Orchid Con-

ference in Singapore (2011). 

He is affiliated with the South-

west Regional Orchid Growers 

Association (SWROGA), and 

within this association he be-

longs to the publications com-

mittee and serves as the Web-

signment'.  A lot of people 

stopped by our booth to talk, 

ask questions about orchid care 

and about HOS, and to pur-

chase orchids. Jay Balchan did a 

presentation on 'Orchid Care 

101' on both Saturday and Sun-

day. We signed up 26 people 

who are interested in growing 

orchids and in participating in 

HOS events.  It was a very suc-

cessful event.  

(Continued on page 2) 

March Program:  
By Tom Pickens, VP Speakers & Programs 

Please Welcome New 

Members: 

Allen Adkins 

Rosalvina Guimerans 

Madeline Hartrick 

Lorraine Hughes 

Karl Joern 

Winnie Yap 

Returning After An 

Absence: 

Karel Cromie 

Alan Raymond 

Nora Richardson Our Speaker,  

Manuel Aybar 

master for the organization’s 

web site. He has given several 

orchid seminars and potting 

classes at Smith and Hawkins, 

North Haven Gardens, and 

other popular gardening stores. 

He offered a series of orchid 

workshops for Range Rover, US 

as a part of the Land Rover 

Destination Tour. He is a regu-

lar lecturer for the local orchid 

societies and visiting speaker for 

societies around the country. 
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Left: Species Winner Mediocalcar decoratum, grown by Susan Dally. 

 Right: Hybrid Winner Oncidium Twinkle, grown by Kar Chong 

There were 5 species and 27 hybrids entered. 

February Plant Table 
By Loren Neufeld, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale 

Houston Home & Garden Show at Reliant 
By Rick Hepler & Stephen  Moffitt 

We had a great time and a very 

successful booth at the Houston 

Home & Garden Show at Reli-

ant Center. Our members pro-

vided plenty of attractive 

blooming orchids for our display 

table at the back of our booth; 

several of the orchids were 

fragrant and were a big hit. Our 

booth was very busy with lots 

of visitors and lots of orchid 

care questions! Our booth vol-

unteers talked about orchids, 

answered questions, and sold all 

but two of the plants we pur-

chased. Around 20 HOS mem-

bers helped with the show; two 

of them brought their spouses 

to help, and several members 

worked more than one shift. 

And some of our group helped 

in the cause as 'buyers'! We 

talked to a lot of people who 

are interested in growing or-

chids and who expressed inter-

est in HOS; we think we will 

see some of them at our meet-

ings and as new members. 

Thank you to everyone who 

participated! We appreciate 

your help and enjoyed working 

with you. 

Presidents Post - Continued 

A number of HOS members 

participated in the HJC seminar 

on Feb 15th along with the Judg-

es.  The speakers were great, 

and I heard a lot of positive 

comments.  

Our Spring Show is April 11-13 

at the Houston Museum of Nat-

ural Science. It's our big event of 

the year, and is always a fun 

time of activities with other 

members along with lots of 

beautiful orchids for show and 

sale. We need volunteers for 

the HOS display, the Newcom-

er's display, childrens' table, 

clerking, and to provide food 

for the volunteers during the 

show - as well as lots of bloom-

ing orchids for the displays.  

See you at our March meeting! 
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Stay-At-Home Orchid Wonders 
By Susan Dally, Editor 

At right is a primary cross between two 

Catasetum (Ctsm.) species schmidtianum 

and expansum.  This photo was sent in 

by Stephen Moffitt. 

The photos below are from Yvonne Li 

and Jay Kwan, of orchids growing in their 

greenhouse. Below is Oncidium Tsiku 

Marguerite (Twinkle x ornithorhynchum) 

and below right is Den. Berry Oda. 

The two biggest problems I 

have with orchids are scale and 

rot.  Scale is my main issue on 

cattleyas.  But with new growth 

regulators like Safari and Merit, 

scale can easily be kept under 

control.   Rot on the other hand 

does not have a magic potion to 

cure it as any paph or phal 

grower can tell you.   If you are 

a paph grower, the only thing 

worse than getting rot is getting 

rot on one of the middle leaves.  

If the rot is on the lowest leaf, 

the best course of action is just 

to remove the entire leaf.  But 

that is not an option if the rot is 

further up like I found in this 

plant. 

There are certainly no guaran-
tees that this rot will not win, 

but I have a few steps that I 

Cultural “Quick Tips” 
By Jay Balchan 

follow to fight it.   The first 

thing I do is to remove most of 

the leaf with a razor blade.  The 

next step is to pack the remain-

ing leaf axis with bone meal or 

dolomite.  Either of these help 

dry out the area and you cannot 

stop rot if you don't dry it out.    

After this, keep the plant in a 

dry place for at least a week.   

The last step in the process is 

to say a prayer! 

Happy Growing! 

Before (above Left) and after 

(above) operating to remove rot. 



“Critical gaps exist in our current 

understanding of the population 

variability and genetic variation within 

and among populations” - Dr. Bill 

Rogers 

 Timeless Treasures - The Houston Orchid Society 2014 Show and Sale 
By Holly Miller 

Page 4 Volume 44, Issue 3 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

It’s time to start thinking about 

what you can do to help make 

our show one of the best ever. 

We need volunteers to help out 

with many parts of the show 

and on several different days. 

You will find that volunteering is 

great fun, you’ll learn a lot and 

make new friends. Major com-

mittees that can use your help 

are listed below with contacts. 

You can do as little or as much 

as you want. Admittance is free 

and we provide unlimited park-

ing passes for members if you 

park in the museum garage. 

There are no exhibit tables 

available at this time.  If you 

want to do an exhibit, contact 

Holly Miller 281-597-8792 hol-
lymil@earthlink.net to see if 

anyone has cancelled. 

 

** Means important lead posi-

tions that need to be filled. 

Above: 

A Glimpse of Last 

Year’s Show 
(Photos by Judith 

Neufeld) 

 

** Hospitality  We need one or two people to take the lead for this job. This person will organize the 

provision of hospitality refreshments downstairs on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. We all love to nibble and 

talk at this area. Please contact John Stubbings to indicate what you can do or bring to help at 832-693-8142  

jdstubbings@comcast.net 

 

Plant Registration is headed up by Claudia Ludwig.  She will need help manning the table to assist peo-

ple entering plants and other items. This work is Friday afternoon up till judging starts and some are needed 

to stay during judging.  Contact Claudia at 713-723-2511  petra@hal-pc.org.  

 

Clerking is headed up by Calvin Starr. Clerks help with the judging process Friday night starting about 

6:30. Clerks help the judges spot the plants and put ribbons on the winners. They also may be asked to help 

with the decisions. This is a fun way to learn about the flowers and why some merit ribbons and others 

don’t. Please contact Calvin to help 281-682-1296  calvin@kr5e.com  

 

Houston Orchid Society Exhibit is headed up by Loren Neufeld. Members of the society can bring 

their plants to be entered in our host society exhibit. Plants can be brought late Thursday or Friday up till 

about 1:00 PM. After then the exhibit may be too far along to put your plant in. Loren needs a lot of help 

Thursday evening, all day Friday and then again Sunday for exhibit tear down. Contact Loren at 713-962-

4035 lorenmr@aol.com or loren.neufeld@kbr.com. 

 

Children’s Table is headed by Sandy Stubbings. This is an exhibit and learning area at the entrance to 

the museum and show. Volunteers are needed to assist children with some special games and activities. 

Nearly everyone who helped last year enjoyed the interaction with the kids and parents.  Contact Sandy at 

832-693-8142 SStubbings@comcast.net. 

 

AOS Table is headed by Stephen Moffitt and Don Ghiz.  HOS, AOS and Orchid Digest information will 

be at this table.  Volunteers are needed to chat with people about orchids and the various organizations and 

to hand out information.  This table is side by side with the children’s table, which allows for people to mix 

and mingle with both.  Contact Stephen at 281-888-4816 bunsareus2_1999@yahoo.com.   

Thursday, April 10, 2014  

4:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M. Vendor and Exhibit Setup 
  

Friday, April 11, 2014  

8:30 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. Vendor and Exhibit Setup 

8:30 A.M. – 3:00 P.M. Hospitality Open 

12:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M. Plant Registration 

4:00 P.M. Deadline for Registration 

5:00 P.M. Judges’ Dinner 

6:30 P.M. Judging 

  

Saturday, April 12, 2014  

9:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M. Exhibits and Plant Sales 

9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M. Hospitality Open 
  

Sunday, April 13, 2014  

9:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M. Exhibits and Plant Sales 

9:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M. Hospitality Open 

4:00 P.M. Dismantle and Clean up 

2013 Show Schedule of Events 

mailto:hollymil@earthlink.net
mailto:hollymil@earthlink.net
mailto:jdstubbings@comcast.net
mailto:petra@hal-pc.org
mailto:calvin@kr5e.com
mailto:loren.neufeld@kbr.com
mailto:SStubbings@comcast.net
mailto:bunsareus2_1999@yahoo.com
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Cattleyas remain the most beau-

tiful of all orchids, but in many 

cases they are losing in populari-

ty to others, such as Phalaenop-

sis, that have longer lasting flow-

ers. While it is true that Cattle-

yas usually flower for a short 

period each year, it is possible 

to have flowers the year around 

by choosing species and their 

hybrids that have fixed flowering 

periods. This presentation will 

be based on a calendar year, 

beginning in January and ending 

in December. 

January:  

Mid-winter flowers are always 

welcome, and fortunately there 

are some Cattleya species that 

are dependable for January 
blooms. The most important 

one is Cattleya trianaei from 

Colombia. The flowers are large 

and shapely, fragrant, and usually 

appear in January. We have one 

clone, C. trianaei 'Mary Fennell' 

HCC/AOS that has been in 

cultivation since 1888. It is not 

virused and flowers regularly 

each year, with large, round 

lavender blooms. Many C. tri-

anaei have tip flares in the petals 

that are darker than the base 

color. This trait carries through 

Cattleyas Around The Year 

By Gene Crocker 

many generations and is respon-

sible for the tip flares in Blc. 

Toshie Aoki and certain other 

yellow hybrids. 

A prominent hybrid that has 

lots of trianaei in its ancestry is 

C. Horace. C. Horace 'Maxima' 

AM/AOS is a vigorous grower 

that also flowers in January and 

has been used to produce col-

orful hybrids that tend to flower 

in the January-February time 

period. It is dominant for good 

form. 

A second January flowering 

species is Cattleya loddigesii, a 

bifoliate plant from Brazil. It 

produces several mid-sized 

flowers that have flat form but 

are not overlapped. The com-
mon ones are light lavender, but 

there are also white and "blue" 

forms. A number of hybrids 

have been produced using C. 

loddigesii. 

February:  

One of my favorite species, the 

bifoliate Guarianthe aurantiaca 

from Guatemala and Costa Rica, 

flowers in February. The flowers 

are small, but they are produced 

in large clusters. The typical 

form is orange, but there are 

other color variations. Flowers 

are waxy and the segments 

narrow, but when Guarianthe 

aurantiaca is crossed with other 

species and hybrids, the form 

dramatically improves. This is 

the parent of Slc. Jewel Box (x 

Slc. Anzac) and C. Wolteriana 

(x C. schroderae), and the 

grandparent of the very round 

Slc. Hazel Boyd and Blc. Bouton 

D'Or. Guarianthe aurantiaca 

gives vigor to its hybrids. 

The Brazilian bifoliate, Cattleya 

amethystoglossa, also flowers in 

February. It is not too common-

ly seen in collections, for the 

pseudobulbs are very tall. The 

upright stems of flowers are 

bright lavender with dark purple 

spotting. Currently available 

tetraploid plants of C. ame-

thystoglossa are more popular 

than the diploids. Not many 

hybrids involving C. amethysto-

glossa are available. 

March and April:  

Guarianthe skinneri, the Nation-

al Flower of Costa Rica, blooms 

in late February and early 

March. The bifoliate plants 

break multiple leads readily and 

result in specimens that are 

frequently seen in the early 

spring shows. The lavender 

flowers are produced in rela-

tively large clusters. There are 

also white forms and some that 

are a light pastel color. The 

natural hybrid with Guarianthe 
aurantiaca is Gur. Guatema-

lensis - usually a salmon to 

peach color, but there are also 

yellow forms. 

Cattleya mossiae, the "Easter 

Orchid" from Venezuela, 

blooms in March and April. The 

plants are very productive and 

were used for corsage flowers 

when orchid corsages were 

customary for Easter and Moth-

er's Day. It makes its growth 

during the summer and rests 

during the winter, blooming 

when the days start getting 

longer. Sometimes the sheaths 

turn brown in the fall, but 

should not be disturbed, for the 

buds will push up through the 

dry sheaths. Plants can be con-

trolled using light and tempera-

ture to flower for Easter, which 

may occur in March or April. C. 

mossiae is typically a light to 

medium lavender with a darker 

lip, but there are also semi-alba 

forms, white forms, and near 

"blue" forms. Hybrids made with 

C. mossiae tend to also bloom 

in the March-April time period. 

Catt leya  lueddemann iana 

(formerly C. speciosissima), 

(Continued on page 6) 

(Editors Note:  Many of you will remember that Gene Crocker presented this program at last October’s meet-

ing. Gene later provided the program in written format for this newsletter. So for those of us who love cattle-
yas but either missed Gene’s presentation or just did not come away with good notes, this is your chance to 
see it in writing and perhaps, add to your shopping wish list.  

Given the article length, I had limited room for photos.  Please try carterandholmes.com or orchidworks.com 
for photos of plants referenced but not illustrated.) 

Gene Crocker 

Cattleya trianaei 

Guarianthe  

aurantiaca  

Cattleya  

lueddemanniana  

All orchid photos in 

this article are cour-

tesy of Greg Allikas, 

orchidworks.com 

carterandholmes.com
orchidworks.com
orchidworks.com
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Cattleyas Around The Year - Continued 

in C. gaskelliana and its hybrids. 

July-August:  

Many of the bifoliate species 

from Brazil flower in July and 

August on the new growths. 

Some, such as Cattleya leopoldii 

and Cattleya guttata, have tall 

pseudobulbs and make large 

plants with large clusters of 

blooms. Their hybrids have 

much vigor and usually also 

flower in mid- summer. A more 

dwarf form is C. aclandiae. The 

species is not easy to grow, but 

it has been used to make hy-

brids that have large, dark spot-

ting on petals and sepals. 

Cattleya granulosa has been 

used to make green hybrids. 

There are bronze forms, but the 
clear green ones have been used 

most in hybridizing. Lc. Ann 

Follis is one of the popular 

green hybrids from C. granu-

lose. 

Cattleya bicolor also comes in 

bronze and green colorations. It 

has been used to give substance 

to yellow hybrids, and the green 

ones have been used to produce 

green hybrids such as Bc. Bino-

sa. C. bicolor, like many of the 

bifoliates from Brazil, has a 

"spade" lip. This means the lip 

does not have side lobes but is 

flat and spade shaped. This trait 

carries forward - especially in 

some of the modern yellow 

hybrids. The flowers can still be 

quite beautiful. 

Cattleya harrisoniana is similar 

to the January flowering C. lod-

digesii, and is often confused 

with that species. However, the 

bloom seasons are several 

months apart. C. harrisoniana 

has taller plants than C. loddi-

gesii, but the flowers are flat and 

medium sized and about the 

same shape and colors as C. 

loddigesii. The alba form has 

been used to make the late 

summer "wedding bouquet" 

white hybrids. 

All of the Brazilian bifoliates 

need to be repotted when they 

are actively growing and are 

(Continued on page 7) 

waxy and medium in size. They 

tend to last longer on the plant 

and have heavy substance. They 

come in various colors and have 

been used to make hybrids that 

also bloom in early to mid sum-

mer. One form, "acquinii", is 

peloric, which means "regularity 

in anything that is normally ir-

regular". In this form the flower 

is trying to make three lips, so 

the lip colors show on the pet-

als. Sometimes the petals pitch 

forward like the lip. This color 

form is inherited in hybrids 

made with C. intermedia ac-

quinii. 

Encylias and hybrids of encylias 

with cattleyas tend to bloom in 

June and July. These hybrids are 
now called Cattcyclias and can 

be very colorful and desirable. 

July:  

The largest flowered of all Catt-

leyas, Cattleya warchewiczii, 

(formerly C. gigas), blooms in 

July on growths made in the 

spring. Sometimes the buds 

come up in the sheaths while 

the growths are not mature. 

The plants are large and the 

flowers can be huge. Although it 

is not a bifoliate, I have seen 13 

large flowers on one stem. Un-

fortunately, the flowers have 

poor substance and only last 

about a week. It has been used 

some in hybridizing. One inher-

ited quality is large yellow eyes 

in the lip. This species, from 

Brazil, is not particularly easy to 

grow. There are a couple of 

famous clones, 'Frau Melanie 

Beyrodt' - semi alba, and 'Firmin 

Lambeau' - pure white. The 

'Firmin Lambeau' clone was 

discovered in Brazil in the early 

1900's by John Lager, and was 

sold by him for $5000, equiva-

lent to $100,000 today. 

Cattleya gaskelliana, from Vene-

zuela, flowers in July. It is fairly 

easy to grow and flowers on the 

new growths. Flowers are not 

particularly large, but they are 

usually attractive, pastel laven-

der to white colors. Some of 

the best "blue" colors are found 

from Venezuela, makes its 

growth in the early spring and 

flowers on the new growth in 

March or April. It is similar to 

C. mossiae, but the flowers 

have better form, with lips that 

typically have darker veining 

than C. mossiae. Since their 

bloom seasons overlap, there is 

a natural hybrid between the 

two, C. Gravesiana. C. luedde-

manniana comes in the same 

color variations as C. mossiae. 

Its hybrids are not as season 

dependent as the C. mossiae 

hybrids, and are usually influ-

enced by the other parent. 

May:  

Cattleya warneri, from Brazil, 

blooms in May. It is a large flow-
ered species that grows on a 

unifoliate plant. The leaves are 

among the widest in the Cattle-

ya genus. There are lavender, 

semi-alba, and alba forms, and 

some especially nice "blue" 

lipped forms such as C. warneri 

'Miranda' FCC/AOS. Hybrids 

from C. warneri can bloom any 

time of the year. 

June:  
Cattleya (formerly Laelia) pur-

purata can bloom from late May 

through June. This unifoliate 

species from Brazil makes its 

growth in late summer and fall, 

so it needs to be repotted at 

that time rather than the late 

spring-early summer period for 

most Cattleyas. C. purpurata 

has a rather tall pseudobulb and 

long narrow foliage. The rhi-

zomes are short, so the upright 

plant does not outgrow the pot 

quickly and does not need as 

much room on the bench. The 

upright stems produce three to 
six flowers. Colors range from 

lavender to white, with some of 

the white ones having dark re-

purple lips and others having 

flesh pink lips (carnea). The 

werkhauseri and schusteriana 

forms have slate blue to purple 

lips. 

Cattleya intermedia is another 

bifoliate from Brazil that blooms 

in June and July. The flowers are 

Cattleya warneri  

Cattleya aclandiae  

Cattleya warscewiczii 

(formarly C. gigas)  
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about ready to make their new 

roots. If repotted while 

dormant they will frequently fail 

to make a new growth and re-

main dormant for a year or 

more. - or just give up and die! 

August:  

Cattleya (formerly Laelia) tene-

brosa is also from Brazil. It has 

large flowers that are typically 

bronze colored with a purple 

lip. There are other color 

forms, including the yellow 

'Walton Grange' with a purple 

lip and the greenish yellow 

'Thanhouser's Treasure' which 

has a white lip. The bronze form 

is used to give vigor and to in-

tensify the color in yellow and 

red cattleya hybrids. 
Cattleya dowiana aurea is from 

Colombia, and is the most fa-

mous yellow cattleya species. 

The flowers have poor sub-

stance and only last a week to 

10 days in the summer heat. 

The large lips are dark reddish 

purple with bright yellow eyes 

and good veining. It is a beautiful 

flower, but the plants are diffi-

cult for most people to grow. It 

has been used a lot in hybridiz-

ing. The yellow color is reces-

sive, but the beautiful lip is dom-

inant. It is in the background of 

most of the summer blooming 

yellow hybrids (the yellow color 

coming mainly from the Brazili-

an rupiculous cattleyas - former-

ly laelias - such as C. cinnabari-

na). 

Cattleya dowiana is a similar 

species from Costa Rica and 

Panama. It is easier to grow and 

has very different breeding char-

acteristics. It is a color intensifi-

er, and when crossed with lav-

ender cattleyas will give very 

dark purple colors. If some C. 

tenebrosa is also present in the 

hybrid, the result can be large, 

clear red cattleya hybrids. 

September-October:  

Cattleya labiata is another Bra-

zilian species and the founding 

species for the Cattleya genus. 

In 1818 a Professor Swainson 

was collecting mosses and li-

chens in brazil, and gathered 

some fleshy leaved plants (not in 

flower) to wrap around and 

protect his bundles. In England 

these outer plants were being 

discarded, but were saved by an 

amateur horticulturist, William 

Cattley. When they flowered 

the next spring they created a 

sensation, and the genus was 

named for Mr. Cattley. 

C. labiata can be an excellent 

choice for home growing, for it 

makes its growth during the 

summer (outside) and blooms in 

the fall - then resting during the 

winter. There are many differ-

ent color forms, including rich 

lavender, semi-alba, alba, and 

some nice "blue" lipped ones. 
Guarianthe (formerly Cattleya) 

bowringiana is a vigorous bifoli-

ate grower from Central Ameri-

ca that has always been a good 

species for beginners. The bifoli-

ate growths mature during the 

summer, and large clusters of 

lavender flowers are produced 

atop them in the fall. There are 

also white 

and "blue" forms, and there are 

some nice blue C. Portias made 

from Guarianthe bowringiana 

and C. labiata. 

November-December:  

Many large lavender hybrids 

from C. labiata and Rhyncholalia 

digbyana bloom during Novem-

ber. 

Cattleya percivaliana, the 

Cattleyas Around The Year - Continued 

Cattleya dowiana 

Cattleya percivaliana  

Cattleya labiata  

"Christmas Orchid", can bloom 

during November but frequently 

blooms in December. I t 

is native to Venezuela, and 

makes a compact plant with 5" 

blooms. Most of the C. percival-

ianas are various shades of lav-

ender with very dark lips. They 

have a pungent aroma which is a 

little bit strong for some people. 

Hybrids from C. percivaliana 

seem to follow the blooming 

season of the other parent. 

When crossed with fall laven-

ders they bloom in early No-

vember and when crossed with 

winter hybrids they tend to 

bloom in January. 

Conclusion:  

I hope you can see from the 
above the great variety available 

in the Cattleya genus. I did not 

include the compact growers 

that are bred from Cattleya 

(formerly Sophronitis) coccinea. 

They tend to bloom in the win-

ter months and have flowers 

that are long lasting. Why don't 

you add some of these to your 

collection and enjoy all that 

Cattleyas have to give? □ 

(Gene Crocker is one of 

the top cattleya hybrid-

izers in the orchid world.  

For over 25 years he 

carried on the breeding 

program at Carter and 

Holmes started in the 

1950’s by Bill Carter. 

Gene’s hybrids have 

received many awards.  

He has traveled exten-

sively representing 

Carter and Holmes at 

various orchid confer-

ences around the world.) 
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Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale & Judith Neufeld 

chase either from Fred, the 

silent auction or the plant auc-

tion. 

Ever thought about getting in-

volved in the judging process? 

We need clerks to help adminis-

trate the judging of plants and 

we always need new student 

judges in our intensive training 

program. This is where the  real 

learning begins. Come see what 

judging is all about. 

Judging February 15, 2014 

Twenty-eight judges from Dal-

las, San Antonio, Shreveport, 

and Houston and 14 guests, 

mostly from HOS attended this 

month’s judging. Although there 

were no awards given, everyone 

was treated to wonderful 

presentations by Frank Smith 

(Krull-Smith Orchids) and Fred 

Clarke (Sun Valley Orchids). A 

delightful lunch and many orchid 

plants were available for pur-

Photos from the February 15th Judging Seminar: Top: Micah Bishop and Fred Clarke; Above 

left: Frank Smith; Above Right: Frank Smith makes a presentation to the group. 

Orchids In The News 
By Susan Dally 

Perhaps Valentines Day trig-

gered the tremendous number 

of orchid items posted online in 

February.  Check these out:  

On February 5, Czech.cz ran an 

article on Czech botanists that 

have discovered a new 

“bearded” vanilla species in 

southern Vietnam.  Read More. 

The environmental web site 

Mother Nature Network has an 

interesting item on “The Sci-

ence of Blue Flowers”, which 

discusses orchids among others 

and quotes Ron McHatton of 

the AOS.  Read More. 

Speaking of blue flowers, check 

out this item posted on Febru-

ary 21 by Andre Schuiteman, 

senior researcher at Kew, relat-

ing the discovery of Dendrobi-

um azureum. Read More. 

The Japan News reported on 

the winner of the Japan Grand 

Prix International Orchid Festi-

val, Epi. Atacazoecum ‘Mt. 

Iizuma’.  Read More. 

ABC News posted a pictorial of 

the art work of San Francisco 

sculptor Clark Sorensen, which 

includes, among others, an or-

chid intended for the restroom. 

Really weird - Read More. 

On Feb. 18, The Express, a 

British news service, ran an eye 

opening article called “The Black 

Market For Green Fingers: Ille-

gal Trade In Rare Plants Reaches 

Startling Scale”. Read More. 

 

Vanilla attropogon,  

Photo by Romana Rybkova 

http://radio.cz/en/section/curraffrs/czech-botanists-discover-new-bearded-vanilla-species-in-southern-vietnam
http://www.mnn.com/your-home/organic-farming-gardening/stories/the-science-of-blue-flowers
http://www.kew.org/news/kew-blogs/kew-science-blog/evelyn-cheesmans-blue-orchid.htm
http://the-japan-news.com/news/article/0001040770
http://abcnews.go.com/Business/photos/artist-creates-nature-inspired-urinal-sculptures-22555008/image-22555163
http://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/460347/The-black-market-for-green-fingers-Illegal-trade-in-rare-plants-reaches-startling-scale


Check Out the Latest  Kids’ 

Corner Articles From 

Sandy Stubbings:  
 

AOS.ORG Homepage 

 

Also see page 138 in your March issue 
of Orchids 
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REFRESHMENT CORNER 
 

The Refreshments Committee had 10 people 

sign up to bring snacks for the March  HOS 

meeting; what a great response!  If anyone else 

would like to bring snacks in March please do. 
 

Thanks to Beth Bosshard, Judith and Loren 

Neufeld, Holly Miller, Shon Valenzuela, Natalie 

Istin, David Boedeker, Amy Colville, Denise 

Mitchell, Tan Tran, Margaret Mahoney, Calvin 

Starr, Patricia and Trey Hotalen, and anyone 

else who brought snacks to the February meet-

ing.  A GREAT BIG THANKS to Sandra Higham 

for donating 2 thermal carafes to the HOS re-

freshment committee.  Now the coffee will stay 

hot longer during the HOS meetings and 

presentations. 

 

A sign up sheet will be circulated at each meet-

ing to cover 3 months. 

Thanks, 
 

Vicki Joern & Mary Bahn 

Tasty Recipe of the Month 
By Jean-Marie Jones 

 

Layered Asian Dip 
 1 Package cream cheese (8 oz.), softened 
 1 tablespoon soy sauce 
 1 Can water chestnuts (8 oz.), well drained and 

chopped 
 1/2 cup chopped bok choy 
 1 cup canned bean sprouts, well drained 
 1/4 cup chopped green onion (3 medium) 
 

Mix cream cheese, soy sauce and water chestnuts. Spread 

in a 9 inch circle on a 12 inch serving plate.  Layer bok 

choy, bean sprouts and onion on top.  Serve with rice 

 

Phalaenopsis Krull’s Red Hot ‘Crystelle’ (Katie Morris x Florida Heat). Grown by Krull-Smith.  Photograph by Greg Allikas.  

If you have not become a member of Orchid Digest, see a sample of 

what you have missed in the latest issue: 

 

 
A selection of Philippine Species from Bulbophyllum  

section Polymeres…………………………………...Jim Cootes and George Tiong 

From the Galapagos Islands to Genera Orchidacearum……..….Alec Pridgeon 

Cattleya violacea, Queen of the Guyanas……………………….……Michael Sinn 

The fate of the Commercial Orchid Grower in the US….……......John Salventi 

 

Individual membership is $39 (1 year) or $75 (2 years). You will receive 4 is-

sues of Orchid Digest per year. Just login to Orchiddigest.org. 

http://aos.org/default.aspx?id=1
Orchiddigest.org


“Critical gaps exist in our current 

understanding of the population 

variability and genetic variation within 

and among populations” - Dr. Bill 

Rogers 
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Raffle Table 
By Roger Pallas 

This time the Orchids will come from Fred Clarke (California), 

most of all cattleyas.  

As we're barely broken even and I don't want start losing mon-

ey = purchase power = less plants or quality plants,  I have to 

make the following changes with the ticket sales: 

School donations (red ticket) = every 1-10 donation stamps = 

1  raffle ticket 

$5 = 10 tickets 

$10 = 30 tickets 

$15= 60 tickets + green ticket for special orchid 

$5= 1 green ticket 

Newcomers Group 
By Stephen Moffitt 

 The Newcomers will  have a special SATURDAY, March 15th. 

meeting at the Houston Judging Center at St. Thomas University. 

Arrive between 10:30 AM and 11:00 AM. All plants for judging 

consideration will have to be there by 11:30 AM. Bring your own 

sack lunch including something to drink. Everyone is invited to 

participate in the raffle including guests. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 HJC  

Judging;  New-

comers Mtg. 

16  17 18 19 20Newsletter 

Content is Due 
21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

March 2014 



Page 11 The Houston Happenings 

HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

Mar. 21 - 24 
Terrebonne Orchid Society Show & Sale 

Southland Mall, Houma, LA 

Contact: Karen Breaux 

kfbreaux@bellsouth.net 

 

Mar. 22 - 23 
Heart O’ Texas Orchid Society Show & Sale 

“Orchid Rodeo” 

Zilker Botanical Gardens, Austin TX 

Contact: Maria “Myr” Hernandez 

 

Apr. 4 - 6  
The Arkansas Orchid Society Show & Sale 

“A Kaleidoscope of Orchids” 

Benton Event Center, Benton AR 

Contact Eddie Ison 

arkorchid@gmail.com 

 

Apr. 11 - 13 
Houston Orchid Society Show & Sale 

“Timeless Treasures” 

Houston Museum of Natural Science 

See ad page 12 

 

Apr. 29-May 4  
AOS Spring Members Meeting & Show 

Doubletree by Hilton, Minneapolis, MN 

Contact: Kim Livingston 

thelivingstons@comcast.net 

 

May 9-11 
Oklahoma Orchid Society 

Annual Mother’s Day Show & Sale 

Will Rogers Garden Exhibition Center 

Oklahoma City, OK 

Contact: Jana Butcher 

W.butcher@cox.net 

Officers 

President Mary Gunn 

VP - Speakers Tom Pickens 

VP - Shows & Plant Table Loren & Judith Neufeld 

VP - Membership Debbie Peterson 

Treasurer Rick Hepler 

Recording Secretary Elizabeth Fisher 

Past President Calvin Starr 

Chairs 

Conservation Beth Bosshard 

Guest Hospitality Shon Valenzuela & 

 Allan Davies 

Happenings Editor Susan Dally 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Stephen Moffitt 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Roger Pallas & 

 Sara Bentley 

Refreshments Vicki Joern & Mary Bahn 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

2013 Spring Show Holly Miller & 

 John Stubbings 

2013 Summer Workshop John Stubbings & 

  Fr. Ted Baenziger 

Webmaster - HOS Calvin Starr 

Webmaster - HJC Don Maples 

Directors - Two Year Term 

Fr. Ted Baenziger Holly Miller 

Jim Butler Stephen Moffitt 

Susan Dally Lakshmi Narayana 

Don Ghiz Marianne Walker 

Sandra Higham  

Directors - One Year Term 

Marvin Gerber Diane Taylor 

Representatives 

AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Derek Lowenstein 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings & 

 Lauri Skov 

mailto:kfbreaux@bellsouth.net
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Sale – Orchids, Clay Pots and 

Miscellaneous  

Sunday afternoon,  

March 2nd, 1 to 3 PM 
 

1907 Windy Ridge Dr., Katy, TX 77450 

Home of Jim and Melba Butler 
 

 Orchids priced to sell due to move. 

Bring crates and cash. Phals, Dens, Catts 

and variety. No early arrivals. No lists 

available and no descriptions given by 

phone or email. Must attend to see what 

is selling. 
From I-10 exit Fry and travel approx 2 miles south to 

Kelliwood Estates subdivision…turn left on Kellicreek 

Drive, turn right on second street; second house on 

left…1907 Windy Ridge. 

 From Westheimer Parkway, turn right on Fry and trav-

el north approx 2-1/2 miles to Kelliwood Estates subdivi-

sion. Turn right on Kellicreek Drive; turn right on sec-

ond street; second house on left, 1907 Windy Ridge. 


