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The Houston Happenings 

Presidents Post 
By Mary Gunn, President 

We're off to a great start for 

2014.  Our Officers met to 

establish priorities and plans for 

this year, and the Board had it's 

first meeting of 2014.  We have 

a lot of events in February 

which provide an opportunity to 

volunteer, spend time with oth-

er orchid enthusiasts and ex-

perts, share your passion and 

knowledge about orchids, and - 

of course -  to add some new 

orchids to your collection.   

February activities include an 

HOS booth at the Houston 

Home and Garden Show on Feb 

7, 8, and 9; monthly HOS meet-

ing on the 6th;, the HJC Work-

shop on the 15th, Newcomer's 

meeting on the 16th, and the 

first meeting of the Intermediate 

Group with the new program 

format on the 23rd.   

Our Spring show is just around 

the corner in April. Look 

through the newsletter for de-

Brenda Oviatt will be our speak-

er this month.   Brenda and her 

husband Bill Nerison own and 

operate Botanica Ltd. In Missou-

la, Montana. They began grow-

ing orchids in 1983 and over 

time their growing has evolved 

from a hobby into a two part 

business. One half of the busi-

ness involves growing and selling 

orchids (primarily species) to 

other interested growers. The 

other half of the business is 

focused on the ex-situ propaga-

tion of endangered angraecoids 

and the education of hobbyists 

and growers concerned with 

the plight of many species of 

plants and animals from Africa 

and Madagascar. 

Brenda’s talk includes cultural 

advice for growing angraecoids 

and features many images of 

species not readily available that 

are critically endangered in na-

ture. The plants are endemic to 

Africa and Madagascar. Part of 

the talk is very specific about 

these plants, but it includes 

information that can help any 

orchid grower improve their 

skills. 

tails on these events.   

Plans are underway to develop a 

new website for HOS – with 

lots of beautiful orchid photos 

along with some new features. 

Be sure to send or bring your 

membership renewal to the 

February meeting so that you 

can be included in our 2014 

Directory.  I hope to see you at 

our February events.  

February Program: Angraecoid Orchids - Keeping a Piece of Nature Alive 
By Tom Pickens, VP Speakers & Programs 

Please Welcome New 

Members: 

Nancy & Shakuntala 

Patel 

David Roberts 

Brenda Oviatt and 

her husband Bill 

Nerison 

Have You Paid Your 2014 Membership Dues Yet? 
By Debbie  Peterson, VP Membership 

It’s time to pay your annual 

membership dues!  Dues are 

$30 (single membership) or $45 

(family). Only about half of the 

2013 members have renewed to 

date.  If you don’t recall if you 

have paid yet please email Deb-

bie Peterson, VP Membership 

(fgdebbie@gmail.com) to in-

quire, or ask her at the Febru-

ary meeting. Please renew and 

enjoy the fabulous programs 

we’ll be having this year.  Our 

President Mary Gunn has some 

great fun planned. 

Dues may be mailed to Debbie 

Peterson or given to her at the 

February meeting (see the web-

site http://

houstonorchidsociety.org for 

more details).  Only members 

who have paid by the February 

meeting will get their names in 

the 2014 Directory and a copy 

at the March meeting. 

mailto:fgdebbie@gmail.com
http://houstonorchidsociety.org
http://houstonorchidsociety.org
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Left: Species Winner Epidendrum porpax, grown by Stephen Moffitt.  

Right: Brassoepidendrum Phoenix x Brassavola nodosa, grown by 

Debbie Peterson 

There were 8 species and 27 hybrids entered. 

January Plant Table 
By Loren Neufeld, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale 

Volunteers Needed for Houston Home & Garden Show at Reliant Center 
By Rick Hepler & Stephen  Moffitt 

It's that time of the year! The 

annual Home and Garden Show 

at the Reliant complex is ap-

proaching - February 7, 8 and 9. 

Great opportunity for all you 

Newcomers to jump in and get 

your feet wet, along with the 

rest of the team! ! Yes, that's 

right we need volunteers to 

help man the booth on Friday, 

Saturday and Sunday for two 

hour time slots.   Setup is Friday 

morning, the 7th; come help 

Steve and Rick if you like as 

well. 

It will be a great opportunity to 

meet, greet and talk about our 

beloved hobby! ! There will be a 

limited number of plants or-

dered for sale as well. 

To volunteer for setting up and 

booth duty, call Steve Moffitt at 

281-888-4816 or Rick Hepler at 

713-530-1048. Once again, 

thank you so much for all of 

your support! 

HOS’s Former Meeting Place Is History 
Photos by John Stubbings 

The city had completely torn down the Houston Garden Center.  John took these photos on De-

cember 31, 2013. The site is being remade as the McGovern Centennial Gardens.  For a look at 

the plans see: http://www.hermannpark.org/centennial_gardens.php 

http://www.hermannpark.org/centennial_gardens.php
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Stay-At-Home Orchid Wonders 
By Susan Dally, Editor 

This month Stephen Moffitt sent 

in a photo of his Stay-At-Home 

orchid Clowesetum Jumbo 

York.  Clowesetum is a cross 

between  Clowesia and Ca-

tasetum.  

Bill Bartlett sent pictures of his 

spectacular specimen sized spe-

cies, Brassavola venosa.  Bill tells 

me he purchased this as a tiny 

plant from a company called 

Greenhouse between 35 and 40 

years ago. It is now about three 

feet across. Wow! Originally it 

was mounted on a plaque which 

he hung in a hibiscus tree.  The 

orchid grew onto the hibiscus 

branch which was about 2 1/2 

inches across.  When the hibis-

cus declined (it wasn’t in full 
sun), Bill cut the branch out and 

hung it from a wire. Eventually 

all that wood rotted and he had 

to add another piece of wood 

underneath, wiring it up similar 

to a swing. That is how this 

beautiful orchid is supported 

now. These two photos were 

taken by Bill’s neighbor, Debbie 

Leflar. 

I often use time release fertiliz-

ers in my orchids, but not all 

time release fertilizers are cre-

ated equal.  The most common 

brand of time release fertilizer is 

Osmacote.  This is not a good 

fertilizer to use in Hou-

ston.  The reason is that Osmo-

cote is temperature sensitive 

and will release most of its ni-

trogen at once when the tem-

perature gets over 85 de-

Cultural “Quick Tips” 
By Jay Balchan 

grees.  Nutricote on the other 

hand, is a time release fertilizer 

especially designed for hot cli-

mates and releases its nitrogen 

evenly regardless of the temper-

ature.  So if you use time re-

lease fertilizer, be sure to use a 

variety that will work well in the 

Houston heat. 

Happy growing! 

The AOS will present a FREE WEBINAR  
Monday February 3rd, 7 - 8 PM CST 

Rupicolous Laelias 

By Greg Allikas 
Must be an American Orchid Society Member 

 to Participate 

Log in at AOS.org to register 

New Kids’ Corner Article Coming: 

Sandy Stubbings has written another in-

stallment of Kids’ Corner, about getting 

kids involved at orchid shows.  Look for 

it in the March issue of Orchids. 

http://www.aos.org/default.aspx?id=1


“Critical gaps exist in our current 

understanding of the population 

variability and genetic variation within 

and among populations” - Dr. Bill 

Rogers 
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Palolo Valley is a few minutes 

drive out of Waikiki, Honolulu, 

on the island of Oahu, Hawaii. 

Leaving Waikiki and turning 

inland from the H2 highway, 

Waiomao Road goes into the 

valley about as far as the steep 

and dense jungle and tree clad 

valley walls permit. The road 

rises quite quickly into the hills 

and often through a mist which 

sometimes hangs in the valley.  

Going up, the temperature 

cools a little and is probably 5 

to 8 degrees cooler than at sea 

level in Honolulu. The photo 

above, taken from Waiomao 

Road looks up the Palolo valley, 

the Kawamoto Nursery is about 

400 yards up to the right. 
Several hundred meters above 

Waikiki and about 1-2 miles into 

the valley the road forks and 

then narrows to barely a one 

car width, where the trees 

brush the cars sides and passing 

is definitely a “pull over and wait 

for the other guy to drive past” 

mode. Then, suddenly there’s a 

sharp left downwards turn entry 

to a drive. Descending down 

the  steep drive to the car park, 

one finds the spirit of Aloha and 

the wonderful hospitality of the 

orchid nursery of Les and Carol 

Kawamoto.  

The nursery’s 3 ½ acres nestles 

into several folds of the hills so 

from the car park the size and 

spread is not immediately appar-

ent. 

The land was purchased and the 

nursery begun  by Les’ father 

Patrick about 1975. Patrick’s 

orchid fascination began around 

the mid 1930’s when he was 

only about 14 years old.  The 

nursery has since passed to Les 

and his wife Carol and son, 

Reid, all of whom work there. 

The sign over the packing shed 

door quite simply states:         

There are orchids in huge pots, 

orchids draped on trees and 

orchids hanging all over and 

around the small parking lot but 

the first spectacular sight is of a 

huge Renanthera Kalsom ’Red 

Dragon’   right outside the main 

show area, where one can al-

ways find Les – usually potting 

his cattleyas.   

Les will tell you that these catt-

leyas are his primary business, 

and seeing beauties like Blc. 

Edistro ‘Newbury’, (photo page 

5), it’s not hard to see why.  

Les pots with Tasmanian bark, 

the size dependant on the plants 

and fertilizes for sales with a 

sprinkle of pellets of Nutricote 

and dolomite powder in each 

plastic pot.   

However, Les also has a large 

variety of species, vanda like V. 

sanderiana, grammatophyllum 

and brassias mostly under light 

shade cloth although many of his 

grammatophyllum are open to 

the skies.  

The nursery, as can be seen in 

the photos, is in close proximity 

to steep hills, which necessitates 

the use of small finger areas on 

multiple levels of the intercon-

nected valleys for their facilities. 

In one of the lower workshops 

beside a large covered area, I 

came upon Kean who works 
part time with Les when not 

with  Roy Tokunaga at 

Waimanalo on the other side 

(the so called Windward side) 

of Oahu. Kean was busily trim-

ming and repotting countless 

brassias from the adjacent cov-

ered area. Some were in flower, 

but many of these will be 

shipped in large numbers, some-

times to overseas clients in 

Puerto Rico and elsewhere.  

While the Kawamoto Nursery 

sells to local Hawaiians, and 

visitors to Hawaii such as my-

self, the majority of plants are 

shipped to the US mainland and 

beyond. Les tells me he sells 

(Continued on page 5) 

A Visit With Les Kawamoto, Oahu, Hawaii 
By Allan Davies, Photos by Allan Davies 

Above: A view of 

the Palolo Valley. 

  

Below:  Cattleyas 

grace a tree at 

the Kawamoto 

Orchid Nursery 

A large Ren. Kalsom ‘Red Dragon’ 
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Les and Carol have always made 

me feel welcome, so I tend to 

visit them every year. Their 

Nursery is located at 2630 Wai-

omao Rd Honolulu, HI 96816.□ 

(HOS members and world 

travelers Allan & Bente Davies visit 

Hawaii each year on their way to 

and from Australia. Allan has 

kindly agreed to write articles for 

The Houston Happening from 

time to time as our Roving 

Reporter.  

Allan can be contacted at 

allandavies@earthlink.net) 

large quantities on eBay. In fact 

his web page advertises eBay 

sales. 

Walking around his small show 

area he had several more huge 

plants of Ren. Kalson ‘Red Drag-

on’ and plenty of smaller ones in 

various stages. All seem to be in 

flower whenever I visit, which is 

usually in mid to late Novem-

ber. He also always seems to 

surround himself in the work-

shop/office with lots of den-

drobiums in flower  which really 

like the climate. 

Above From Top:  

Les Kawamoto at 

work on a cattleya; 

Grammatophyllums 

in full sun;  

Dendrobiums in 

bloom. 

 

Les Kawamoto - Continued 

Above: Kean working 

on brassias 

Right: Blc. Edistro 

‘Newbury’  

Below: Masses of gram-

matatophyllums, cattle-

yas and others under 

light shade cloth 
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Houston Judging Center 
By Don Maples, Award photos by Malcolm McCorquodale, Other photos by Judith Neufeld 

gora Sunbittern was awarded a 

Highly Commended Certificate 

with 76 points. Fredclarkeara 

After Dark belonging to Holly 

Miller received an Award of 

Merit with 88 points. Another 

very dark flower, Fredclarkeara 

Dark Thereafter was also 

awarded an Award of Merit 

with 83 points exhibited by 

Stephen Moffitt. 

Come join the Houston Judging 

Center for monthly judgings. 

Everyone who attends leaves 

with more experience and a 

new appreciation of wonderful 

orchids. 

January 18th, 2914   

The 1st meeting of the Houston 

Judging Center for 2014 was 

busy and well attended. Twenty-

two visitors and judges attend-

ed. Congratulations are in order 

for Julius Klehm who was rec-

ommended for Emeritus Judge 

status at the business meeting! 

The AOS trustees will certainly 

approve this prestigious title in 

April/May. 

Nineteen plants were entered 

for judging. A Certificate for 

Horticultural Merit (83 points) 

was awarded to Paphiopedilum 

tranlienianum exhibited by Rick 

Hepler.  Judith Neufeld’s Gon-

Fredclarkeara  
Dark Thereafter 
Photo by Malcolm McCorquodale 
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The Annual Houston-Dallas-Shreveport Tri-Center Judges' Training Seminar 
 

February 15  8:15 AM to 4:00 PM   
University of St. Thomas 4000 Mt. Vernon St.  2nd Floor Jerabeck Center 

Fred Clarke will present "Judging Aspects of the Catasetinae Family and a Few Words about Judging Australian Dendrobiums". 

Frank Smith will present "Judging Paphiopedilums." 

Note: Frank Smith has been named by AOS's Nomination Committee to serve as President.  Please take the opportunity to hear his 

thoughts and let him know your thoughts on how the AOS can do better. 

REGISTRATION and Plant Sales start at 8:15 AM.  Coffee, tea, doughnuts and bagels will be available.  The program will start at 9:00 AM 

and there will be a break for lunch and regular judging activities.  There will be silent and live auctions.  All should conclude by 4:00 PM. 

The cost of the seminar is $50, which includes lunch. Made check payable to Houston Judging Center 

Parking is $2 cash only in school parking garage or free parking if you can find it on the street. 

Questions? Contact Holly Miller 281-597-8792 hollymil@earthlink.net 

IPA/SOS Symposium 
Feb 22  

8 AM-3 PM  

Randle T Moore Center,  

4101 Fairfield, Shreveport, LA 
 

IPA Region 6 in conjunction with Shreveport Orchid Socie-

ty will host the Fourth Annual Symposium and Tabletop 

Show February 22 in Shreveport, Louisiana. Come for rib-

bon judging, AOS judging, an auction, 2 speakers with lots 

of information.  Cost is $40 per person, lunch included.  

Address is 4101 Fairfield, Randle T Moore Center at the 

corner of King’s Hwy and Fairfield (Note: New Venue).  

Contact Olie Garrison (orchidolie@me.com) or Lena Parker 

(lenalparker2@comcast.net) for further information and for 

nearby hotels.   

Lena will host a Friday evening get together. 

The Garden Club of Houston’s  
2014  

Nancy Stallworth  
Thomas 

Horticulture Lecture 
 

William Cullina 
Well known author and recognized authority on North 
American Native Plants, and the Executive Director of 

the Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens  

Sugar, Sex and Poison: Plant Secrets 
caught on Camera 

Wednesday, February 12, 2014 
Coffee 9:30 A. M.; Lecture 10:00 A. M. 

St. Martin’s Episcopal Church 
717 Sage Road 

Admission is Free and Open to the Public 

REFRESHMENT CORNER 
 

The Refreshments Committee had 13 people 

sign up to bring snacks for the February HOS 

meeting; what a great response!  If anyone else 

would like to bring snacks in February please do.  
Thanks to Beth Bosshard, Elizabeth Fisher, Mary 

Gunn, Cherie Lee, and anyone else who brought 

snacks to the January meeting.   

A sign up sheet will be circulated at each meet-

ing to cover 2 months. 

Thanks, 
 

Vicki Joern & Mary Bahn 

Tasty Recipe of the Month 
By Jean-Marie Jones 

 

Sesame Cheese Biscuits 
 1/4 cup soft butter 
 1/4 lb. sharp cheddar cheese, shredded 
 1/2 cup unsifted flour 
 1/2 teaspoon salt 
 Dash of cayenne pepper 
 Lightly tasted sesame seeds 
 

Combine all ingredients except sesame seeds. Shape into 

a log approximately 1-1/2 inches in diameter. Cut into 3/8 

inch thick pieces and drop in sesame seeds. Bake at 375 

degrees for 12-15 minutes on a buttered cookie sheet. 

Dough may be prepared ahead, wrapped and frozen. De-

lightful with cocktails or punch. Makes 24-30 

Great to take to HOS meetings. 
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Raffle Table 
By Roger Pallas 

This month plants on the raffle table will be from Quintal Farms, 

Inc. Hawaii. Dendobriums in bloom and some others gene-

ra......come and see! 

I realized there was little interest in my premium plant at $5 tick-

et so in order to make it happen I'll give a special of  $15 = 80 

tickets + 1 ($5) green ticket for the special plant 

Newcomers Group 
By Stephen Moffitt 

Intermediate Group 
By Jay Balchan 

 The Newcomer meeting will be at Bruce Cameron's, February 

16th. at 2:00 PM. He will be introducing us to jewel orchids.  I will 

send an email with further details. 

We will have an Intermediate meeting in February.  As a 

reminder, Intermediate is open to anyone who has been 

a member of the HOS for more than 2 years. 

The February Intermediate Meeting will take place on 

Sunday, February 23rd at 2pm.  We will meet at the 

University of St. Thomas.  Unfortunately, I do not have 

a room number yet.  When I get a room number in the 

next week or so, we will post it on the web site and I 

will mention it at the next meeting.   I will also email a 

reminder using the info in the Directory. 

The focus of the meeting will be great.   Calvin Starr 

and Marianne Walker will give a presentation on 

phalaenopsis species.  Growing species is a great addi-

tion to any collection and knowing these plants are 

important to help you understand how the hybrids will 

behave.  I look forward to seeing everyone there. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6  7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 HJC  

Judging; HOS  

16 2:00 PM 

Newcomers 
17 18 19 20 Newsletter 

Content is Due 
21 22 

23 2:00 PM 

Intermediate 
24 25 26 27 28  

February 2014 

WANTED 
A volunteer familiar with, or willing to learn, Mi-

crosoft Publisher to help with  

The Houston Happenings a few hours each month. 

Contact Susan Dally :  

editor@houstonorchidsociety.org 

281-435-6456 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

Feb. 3 
AOS Webinar, 7 - 8 PM CST 

Rupicolous Laelias by Greg Allikas 

Free to AOS members 

Register at aos.org 

 
Feb. 7-9 
Houston Home & Garden Show 

Reliant Center, Houston 

See article page 2 

 
Feb. 15 
Judges’ Training Seminar, a workshop for 

Judges and anyone else who would like to 

attend. 

Houston Judging Center, see ad page 7 

 
Feb. 22 
IPA/SOS Symposium 

Randle T. Moore Center, Shreveport, LA 

See ad page 7 

 
Mar. 21 - 24 
Terrebonne Orchid Society Show & Sale 

Southland Mall, Houma, LA 

Contact: Karen Breaux 

kfbreaux@bellsouth.net 

 
Mar. 22 - 23 
Heart O’ Texas Orchid Society Show & Sale 

“Orchid Rodeo” 

Zilker Botanical Gardens, Austin TX 

Contact: Maria “Myr” Hernandez 

myrhernandez@gmail.com 

 
Apr. 4 - 6  
The Arkansas Orchid Society Show & Sale 

“A Kaleidoscope of Orchids” 

Benton Event Center, Benton AR 

Contact Eddie Ison 

arkorchid@gmail.com 

 

Apr. 11 - 13 
Houston Orchid Society Show & Sale 

“Timeless Treasures” 

Houston Museum of Natural Science 

See ad page 7 

Officers 

President Mary Gunn 

VP - Speakers Tom Pickens 

VP - Shows & Plant Table Loren & Judith Neufeld 

VP - Membership Debbie Peterson 

Treasurer Rick Hepler 

Recording Secretary Elizabeth Fisher 

Past President Calvin Starr 

Chairs 

Conservation Beth Bosshard 

Guest Hospitality Shon Valenzuela & 

 Allan Davies 

Happenings Editor Susan Dally 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Stephen Moffitt 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Roger Pallas & 

 Sara Bentley 

Refreshments Vicki Joern & Mary Bahn 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

2013 Spring Show Holly Miller & 

 John Stubbings 

2013 Summer Workshop John Stubbings & 

  Fr. Ted Baenziger 

Webmaster - HOS Calvin Starr 

Webmaster - HJC Don Maples 

Directors - Two Year Term 

Fr. Ted Baenziger Holly Miller 

Jim Butler Stephen Moffitt 

Susan Dally Lakshmi Narayana 

Don Ghiz Marianne Walker 

Sandra Higham  

Directors - One Year Term 

Marvin Gerber Diane Taylor 

Representatives 

AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Derek Lowenstein 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings & 

 Lauri Skov 

http://www.aos.org/default.aspx?id=1
mailto:kfbreaux@bellsouth.net
mailto:myrhernandez@gmail.com
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RARE EARTH ORCHIDS 
Stephen Moffitt 

281-888-4816 

 bunsareus2_1999@yahoo.com 

Good quality, medium grade (1/4 - 1 inch), 

hardwood charcoal for sale. 

25 lb. bags $30.00 plus sales tax. 

Limited quantities 

Happy Valentines Sale 

February 8-14, 2014 
(Closed Sunday February 9) 

All plants and decorative pots or baskets 

20% off 


