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The Houston Happenings 

Presidents Post 
By Mary Gunn, President 

I hope everyone had an enjoya-

ble and relaxing Holiday Season 

and is ready to join in the HOS 

activities for 2014.  I am hon-

ored and looking forward to 

serving as HOS President for 

the coming year. We had a 

great 2013 under Calvin's lead-

ership along with the many gen-

erous volunteers who organized 

and helped with our monthly 

activities, shows, workshop, 

groups, picnic and other HOS 

functions. Thank you to every-

one who contributed in so 

many ways to make it a won-

derful year and a fun experience 

for our entire group.  

The Nominating Committee of 

Holly Miller, Stephen Moffitt, 
and Father Ted Baenziger did a 

superb job, and we have a very 

strong and dedicated group of 

members who have agreed to 

serve as HOS Officers and 

Board Members.  I spent time in 

the past few weeks putting to-

gether a capable and enthusias-

tic group of volunteers who will 

be serving as Chairs and Repre-

sentatives to help make 2014 an 

interesting, educational, and fun 

experience.  We welcome sev-

eral newer members who have 

agreed to serve. Please take a 

look at the roster of Officers, 

Board Members, Chairs and 

Representatives, and be sure to 

express your appreciation for 

the great job and all of the work 

they do for our Society!  

We are blessed to have a thriv-

ing, active society, and it runs 

on ‘volunteer power’.  We are 

encouraging every member to 

volunteer in some way during 

the coming year.  It is a lot of 

fun and a great way to get to 
know other HOS members. It 

will also make a difference to 

Chairs and Officers to identify 

people at the beginning of the 

year who are interested in help-

ing them. We will have a sign-up 

sheet at the January meeting.  

Our speaker this month is Mary 

Mancini.   A cardiac surgeon by 

profession, Mary  became inter-

ested in orchids ten years ago.  

Shortly after joining her local 

society, she entered the AOS 

judging program and became an 

accredited AOS judge.   

Mary explains: “Clearly having 

no clue on how to grow these 

things and living in Louisiana, I 

began growing cymbidiums out-

side!  After the usual number of 

failures, these critters began to 

survive so I expanded my collec-

tion to various other species 

and hybrids.  I have a varied 

collection but enjoy growing 

vandas (neofinetias), chinese 

cymbidiums, bulbophyllums, 

epidendrums and encyclias.  My 

collection includes a smattering 

of cattleyas and an occasional 

phalaenopsis.  I do maintain two 

greenhouses; however, most of 

my collection resides outside 

with the warm growers, and are 

moved inside during the cold 

months of the year.” 

The Intermediate Group will 

have a new format of 4 meet-

ings per year with talks by our 

own expert orchid growers/

members  sh ar in g  the i r 

knowledge and experience 

growing specific genera.  We 

believe this new format will be 

appealing to both intermediate 

and very experienced growers.   

We have a great line-up of 

speakers who are well-known 

orchid experts.  Be sure to 

check our schedule here: 2014 

Speakers 

A couple of reminders: Please 

bring a check or cash to pay 

your dues early so Debbie will 

have more time to work on the 

Directory.  Be sure to bring 
food for our January meeting.  

Here’s to a fun year filled with 

orchid opportunities: growing, 

sharing, learning, sharing 

knowledge - and of course - 

good opportunities to add to 

our collections! 

January Program: Growing Cymbidiums in a Warm Climate 
By Tom Pickens, VP Speakers & Programs 

http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/meetings/meetings.html
http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/meetings/meetings.html


Blooming Spathoglottis in Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Gardens.  

Currently, Mercer has very few orchids beyond terrestrials such as 

these. Their director Darren Duling, would like to change that. Mer-

cer is located in Humble, on Aldine Westfield Road. 
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HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR MEMBERSHIP? 
Debbie Peterson, Membership VP is collecting 2014 dues. See: 

http://houstonorchidsociety.org/membership/membership14.doc 

Orchids at Mercer Arboretum and Botanic Gardens 
By Bruce Cameron 

The Houston Orchid Society 

has been approached by Mercer 

Arboretum and Botanical Gar-

dens to work with them to 

develop plans and programs to 

feature, promote and educate 

their members and visitors on 

the wonders of orchids! 

Calvin Starr appointed a com-

mittee comprised of myself, 

Susan Dally, Debbie Peterson 

and Steven Moffitt to meet with 

Mr. Darrin Dulling, Director of 

Mercer Arboretum to explore 

ways that our two organizations 

can work together. 

 We met with Darrin on De-

cember 8th for some prelimi-

nary discussions and came away 

quite impressed.  Darrin's ulti-

mate goal is to have a perma-

nent conservatory and orchid 

collection at Mercer.   Obvious-

ly, that goal cannot be achieved 

overnight!  We will have a lot to 

do and the committee will be 

asking for input from all of you. 

 I have included some infor-

mation on Darrin's background 

below.  While he has been the 

Director at Mercer for only 

about two years, he has had a 

tremendous impact on that 

facility.   

Darrin Duling, Director of Mer-

cer Arboretum and Botanic 

Gardens,  is a botanical horticul-

turist, environmentalist and 

landscape designer. He officially 

began his career in horticulture 

by establishing a landscape de-

sign business in his hometown 

of Richmond, Virginia. From 

1990-1996 he resided in England 

where he gained the distinction 

of being the first U.S. citizen to 

hold both the Royal Horticul-

tural Society Certificate of 

Training and the Royal Botanic 

Gardens, Kew Diploma of Hor-

ticulture. Darrin went on to 

gain a Master of Science Degree 

in Plant Taxonomy from the 

University of Reading in England 

and afterward spent a year 

working for the government of 

Thailand on behalf of Her Maj-

esty, Queen Sirikit, in establish-
ing Thailand’s first botanical 

garden in Chiang Mai. After 

Thailand, Darrin worked in 

Florida for five years, first as 

Gardens Coordinator for The 

Preservation Foundation of Palm 

Beach and then as Director of 

Horticulture for The American 

Orchid Society International 

Orchid Center in Delray Beach 

Florida. From 2003-2005, he 

was Curator of Glasshouse 

Collections for The New York 

Botanical Garden, and estab-

lished the annual orchid exhibi-

tion in the Enid A. Haupt Con-

servatory. Before his move to 

Houston in 2011, he was Execu-

tive Director of The Native 

Plant Center in Valhalla, New 

York and the sole proprietor of 

Duling Designs LLC, offering 

consultation and design services 

for landscape gardens and eco-

logical restoration. Darrin is an 

accomplished speaker and gives 

presentations on his botanical 

field work in many countries, 

including Brazil, Brunei, Crete, 

Oman, Peru, Puerto Rico, Sa-

bah, Singapore, Thailand, Tuni-

sia. 

http://houstonorchidsociety.org/membership/membership14.doc
http://www.hcp4.net/mercer/
http://www.hcp4.net/mercer/
http://www.hcp4.net/mercer/
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Stay-At-Home Orchid Wonders 
By Susan Dally, Editor 

Stephen Moffitt sent in three 

great pictures this month.  The 

first is Fdk. Dark There After. 

Fdk. is the abbreviation for 

Fredclarkeara which is a mix of 

Catasetum, Clowesia and Mor-

modes species. The bottom two 

photos are first time bloomers 

of Catasetum Orchidglade. 

Top left is Holcoglossum wangii, 

which is growing in my solarium 

room. I believe I brought it in to 

the plant table last time it 

bloomed, but this year it is firm-

ly attached to the hanging grid 

as it has rooted far beyond it’s 

small piece of cork. 

I would like to encourage every-

one to bring your orchids to 

our meetings for the plant table 
and if you can’t bring them in, 

send in a photo to edi-

tor@houstonorchidsociety.org. 

Orchids In The News 
By Susan Dally, Editor 

Livescience.com, ran an article 

on November 30 about the 

orchid mantis, an insect re-

searcher James O’Hanlon says  

is  “the only animal in the world 

that we know of that resembles 

a flower blossom to attract 

prey”.  Read More. 

On December 10, the BBC, Los 

Angeles Times, and several oth-

er news outlets featured stories 

on the rediscovery (after about 

170 years) of “Europe’s rarest 

orchid” in the Azores off the 

coast of Portugal. In fact, a re-

search team led by Dr. Richard 

Bateman, a botanist at Kew 

Royal Botanic Gardens, has 

found three species of Platan-

thera in the Azores.  Read 
more. 

On December 21, the Milwau-

kee Journal Sentinel ran an in-

teresting story on vanilla and  

University of Wisconsin botany 

professor Ken Cameron, who 

has been sequencing vanilla 

DNA from around the world.  

Read more. 

An article published December 

23 on the technical news site 

ArsTechnica.com  summarizes a 

scientific study stating that 

“Australia may have a dispro-

portionate number of species 

that fake others out”. They site 

both animal and plant examples 

including orchids, stating “while 

Australia is home to only about 

five percent of the world’s or-

chid diversity, more than half of 

the known sexually deceptive 
orchid species on Earth evolved 

there.” Read more. 

Hochstetter’s butterfly-orchid, Plat-

anthera azorica, first described about 

170 years ago. Photo by Dr. Richard 

Bateman, used by permission. 

mailto:editor@houstonorchidsociety.org.
mailto:editor@houstonorchidsociety.org.
http://www.livescience.com/41605-predator-lures-prey-by-mimicking-flowers.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/25259754
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature/25259754
http://www.jsonline.com/news/wisconsin/to-uw-madison-professor-theres-nothing-ordinary-about-vanilla-b99156145z1-236666281.html
http://arstechnica.com/science/2013/12/down-under-deception-runs-rampant/


“Critical gaps exist in our current 

understanding of the population 

variability and genetic variation within 

and among populations” - Dr. Bill 

Rogers 
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 On October 22, 2013, the 

adventure began, from Bellport, 

NY to Houston. My friend, To-

ny Millet, a fellow orchid fanatic, 

and former colleague at 

Brookhaven National Laborato-

ry, flew up from Fort Lauder-

dale FL to help me pack about 

275 orchids and load a rented 

truck. We then headed off 

south with the “kids” and as-

sorted orchid stuff. It took us 

about 2.5 days to cover the 

1700 miles to Meyerland and 

the new greenhouse/solarium. 

The new greenhouse was de-

signed by LaVerne Williams, 

Environment Associates, Hou-

ston TX, and constructed by 

Blake Kahanek of Kahanek Con-

struction Co., Houston TX.  Mr. 

Williams is an awarded and 

recognized ecologically oriented 

architect who also designed 

Susan Dally’s beautiful energy 

efficient home and greenhouse. 

See the October 2009 article in 

Orchids magazine. 

The new greenhouse is designed 

to be an integral part of the 

house, without a change of the 

house footprint. This is an im-

portant point if you are consid-

ering building in Houston, espe-

cially when you have to deal 

with a homeowner association. 

The room was originally a two-

car garage, which was turned 
into a game room by the previ-

ous owner. It is designed to be a 

completely passive cooled and 

heated orchid greenhouse/

solarium. The structure depends 

on a substantial amount of ther-

mal mass and a ventilation struc-

ture that takes full advantage of 

the prevailing southern breeze. 

The greenhouse faces due south 

and provides good ventilation 

despite the nearby neighbor’s 

house. My initial temperature 

measurement during the No-

vember cool spell has the mini-

mum greenhouse temperature 

about 20oF above the minimum 

outside temperature. In case 

you haven’t been north during 

November to May, winters are 

very cold with lots of snow. The 

challenge will be to relearn how 

to grow orchids in the new 

growing conditions of hot Hou-

ston. 

A warning, if you are interested 

in doing something similar. 

Homeowner association boards 

have an incredible propensity to 

place irrelevant arguments in 

the way. The City of Houston is 

no slouch when slowing the 

process. A knowledgeable archi-

tect and contractor who can 

deal with the obstacles, such as 

an unwarranted stop work de-

cree, are essential. Living on 

Long Island while everything 
went on in Houston, made it 

only a little more difficult and a 

bit more expensive. 

The orchids are now getting 

acclimated to a very different 

environment from the under 

lights of Long Island. I am begin-

ning to see some spiking and 

new blooms after only one 

month in the greenhouse. Not 

everything was perfect when we 

unpacked the plants. Three days 

in the dark seemed to have 

been a perfect environment for 

the growth of a scale infestation. 

Our first task was to dose all 

the plants on three consecutive 

(Continued on page 5) 

From New York Under Lights To A Texas Greenhouse 
By Derek Lowenstein, Photos by Derek Lowenstein 

Above:  The new 

greenhouse sky-

lights and venti-

lation windows. 

Below: The 

plants getting 

used to their 

new environ-

ment 
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become somewhat adept with a 

toothpick, but I have left all the 

flasking etcetera for Tony to do. 

Below are photos of 3 of my 

hybrids named after my wife and 

two grandsons. 

My favorite is Bc. Owen Leif. 4-

5” bloom on a 10” plant. You 

really get your money’s worth 

with this one. It blooms at least 

twice per year. 

I would like to thank the HOS 

for welcoming me, especially 

Calvin Starr, Susan Dally, and 

Jean Schwenke, who looked 

after the plants, while Elaine, 

Oppie (the dog) and I were 

waiting for the movers and then 

travelling south. I plan on be-

coming an active member in the 

HOS and meeting all of you.□ 

 

days with Rose Pride and then a 

single dose of Enstar HQ. After 

four weeks they received anoth-

er dose of Rose Pride. No nasty 

critters observed to date. 

Growing in a basement does 

not allow for spraying nasty 

chemicals, so it is not surprising 

that the scale hitchhiked from 

New York. 

My fascination with orchids 

began about 25 years ago when 

I received two orchids as a 

birthday present from my wife, 

Elaine. This was part of a con-

spiracy with Betsy Kinney, now 

residing in Coos Bay, OR who 

has lead the local orchid society 

and gardening club in both Long 

Island and Coos Bay. She is an 
incredible grower of paphiope-

dilums and cattleyas, as well as 

many cool growers that you can 

grow in Oregon. Would you 

believe disas? Yes, I sent my first 

two plants to orchid heaven. My 

collection grew to several 

plants, which were grown on 

the windowsills and next to the 

French doors leading to the 

back porch. This lasted a couple 

of years until the available space 

ran out and I was hooked with 

the “socially acceptable addic-

tion” of growing orchids. This 

led to a series of light stands in 

the basement with the tropical 

fish tanks. In case you wonder, 

basements are quite common 

on Long Island. It is unfortunate 

that this is not the case in Hou-

ston. What a great place to 

store one’s stuff. The photo  at 

left was the basement growing 

room.  

My collection evolved over the 

years, especially as I prepared 

for the move to Houston. 

There once were many cool to 

intermediate growers in the 

masdevallia, pleurothallid and 

miltoniopsis alliance. The collec-

tion is now mostly in the cattle-

ya  a l l i ance  w i th  some 

phalaenopsis species, phrag-

mepedium and assorted others.  

Tony Millet is very much into 

hybridizing cattleyas and has 

hooked me into this area. I have 

From Top:   

Winter in Bellport, 

NY. 

The basement growing 

room in NY. 

Bct. Alexander Leif (C. 

Marcello Miranda x 

Bct. Little Mermaid) 

C. Elaine Lowenstein 

(C. Hawaiian Variable 

x C. cernua) 

Bc. Owen Leif  

(B. Little Stars x C. 

grandis) 

New York to Texas - Continued 



“Critical gaps exist in our current 

understanding of the population 

variability and genetic variation within 

and among populations” - Dr. Bill 

Rogers 
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One of the best things about 

HOS meetings is being able to 

see orchids which are growing 

and flowering here in Houston. 

It gives you a much better idea 

of the size of the flower, the 

actual colors, and the size and 

growth habit of the plant than 

looking at beautiful flowers in a 

catalog or online. Very few sales 

catalogs ever tell you the size of 

the plant since the attention is 

solely on the flower and the size 

of that flower. If you are grow-

ing inside on a windowsill, a 

Vanda or a big Cattleya is not a 

good choice, no matter how 

pretty the flower. In addition, 

you have the advantage of 

knowing that someone who is 
local is having luck growing that 

plant. 

I've talked to Lauren Neufeld 

and he is going to ask exhibitors 

to start putting their names on 

the back of their plant entry so 

you can identify who the plant 

belongs to and then go talk to 

them about how he or she 

grows that plant to see if your 

growing conditions are similar. If 

there is no name, check with 

Lauren by the plant entry num-

Below:  A colorful 

array of orchids 

on last October’s 

Plant Table 

Above Left: Bruce 

Cameron exam-

ines a cattleya on 

the October plant 

table. 

Take Advantage of the HOS Meetings 
By Susan Taylor, Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale 

ber. Growers, please start put-

ting your names on the back of 

the entry form so others can 

identify you. 

Find out if the plant is grown 

indoors or in a greenhouse. 

How much light does it take and 

what exposure. Are there any 

special needs during the hot 

summer months or the cold 

winter months that the grower 

has to consider? Most of our 

growers love to talk about their 

plants and how to grow them. 

Take advantage of this wonder-

ful resource. And if you bring 

one in to show off -- you will be 

able to tell others about your 

success! Check the growing 

medium and talk to the grower 
about his or her watering and 

fertilizing routine. What kind of 

water do they use? Rainwater, 

tap water, reverse osmosis? 

What kind of fertilizer are they 

using? 

One of the biggest mistakes that 

newer growers make is to try 

to grow plants which will not 

tolerate our conditions. I fell in 

love with a Miltonia early on. It 

was spectacular! White with 

yellow and dark purple markings 

-- I had to buy it. Unfortunately, 
it only lasted about four months 

in our hot weather and then 

wilted away. If you'll notice, 

there are very, very few of 

these big flowered Miltonias on 

our plant table and that is the 

reason. The same thing goes for 

Masadevallias -- a few people 

can grow them indoors, but not 

many here. 

On the table you'll find a great 

variety of the plants we can 

grow well here. They are many 

and varied enough that there 

should be something that catch-

es your fancy. Listen to the 

speakers as they talk about the 

plants when they are presenting 

them to note if it is unusual to 

find them flowering here or if 

they are particularly difficult to 

grow. Generally, unless you are 

an experienced grower, these 

are better to avoid. If you can 

provide the correct conditions, 

then give it a try! 

Once you have found something 

new that you like, try to find 

one on the sale table which is 

already growing here. Then look 

at the raffle table to see if 

there's anything there. These 

are an excellent way to pur-

chase relatively inexpensive 

plants to experiment with. I had 

great luck with both and found 

(Continued on page 7) 

“Most of our 

growers love to 

talk about their 

plants and how 

to grow them. 

Take advantage 

of this wonder-

ful resource.” 
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plants which I never thought I 

could grow that did well under 

my conditions. These are the 

plants which I added to my col-

lection and could buy more of. I 

also found plants which would 

absolutely not thrive under my 

hot greenhouse conditions and I 

therefore could eliminate buying 

any more of those.  

Another thing to do is to take 

advantage of the Newcomers 

and Intermediate Groups. Many 

times they give away or sell 

plants from growers which are 

doing well here. Most of the 

time, I have found that if you 

buy plants which are already 

growing here you have a better 

chance of success, especially if 
you are trying out a new genus. 

You know they will do well 

here and they are already accli-

mated to our conditions. Make 

a list of the plants on the plant 

table that you think might work 

for you and keep an eye out for 

them so that you can experi-

ment with the best chance of 

success.  

Another way to take advantage 

of the plants on display is to see 

if what you already grow is ex-

hibited. If yours is not doing as 

well, check out the media  and 

pot they're growing in. Talk to 

the grower to determine what 

they're doing so that you might 

be able to change your growing 

conditions to better accommo-

date that plant. Maybe you are 

watering too much or too little. 

Maybe it is getting the wrong 
type of fertilizer. Maybe water 

quality is an issue. Maybe there 

is too much or too little light. 

There are many variables which 

you can change once you know 

what the plant likes.  

The plant table also can give you 

ideas on the many ways to grow 

orchids which you might want 

to try. Check out the baskets, 

the mounted plants, plants with 

no pots. The variety of ideas 

which can be seen seems to be 

almost endless. I am always 

amazed at the inventiveness of 

our growers. I would never 

think of growing on a tile, but 

we have people who are doing 

so very successfully.  

The secret is to find what you 

can grow well and what you 

cannot. It is really no fun to kill 

plants. It is great fun to grow 
what you can and be rewarded 

by great flowers!□ 

 

There are many ways to expand 

the effective space you have for 

growing.  Going "vertical" is one 

of the best and easiest.  Plant 

hangers that attach to pots are a 

great way to get plants up and 

out of the way opening up space 

on a bench.  The attached pic-

ture from Marianne Walker's 

greenhouse shows another 

creative way to go vertical.  

Marianne hangs plants on chains!  

Cultural “Quick Tips” 
By Jay Balchan 

The chains are suspended from 

the cross bars in her green-

house, but you could easily wire 

them to a tree limb in your back 

yard.   Then you can hang plants 

on the chain pointing in all dif-

ferent directions....Basically cov-

ering the chain in plants!   You 

can fit a lot of plants into a small 

footprint.   

What a great use of space! 

SAVE THE DATE for “Timeless Treasures” 
The Houston Orchid Society 2014 Show and Sale 

April 12 -13, 2014 

Saturday 9am – 5pm, Sunday 9am – 4pm 

Houston Museum of Natural Science, Main Lobby 

5555 Hermann Park Drive 

Houston, TX 77030 

  

Show chairs: 

Holly Miller hollymil@earthlink.net 

John Stubbings jdstubbings@comcast.net 

Judges’ Workshop 
 

The Houston Judging Center is having a workshop 

for judges and anyone else who would like to attend. 

Saturday February 15th 9:00 - 4:00 
With silent and life auctions 

Lunch is included 

Fred Clark will speak on Judging the Catasetinae 

Group 

Frank Smith will talk on Judging Paphiopedilums 

Cost: TBA 

To register or for more information, contact Holly 

Miller hollymil@earthlink.net 

mailto:hollymil@earthlink.net
mailto:jdstubbings@comcast.net
mailto:hollymil@earthlink.net
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Houston Judging Center 
By Julius Klehm 

Ten very nice plants were pre-

sented for judging and several 

others were given close evalua-

tion.  However, only one was 

awarded and it was owned by 

HOS’s own Judith and Loren 

Neufeld.  The award was to an 

excellent pink Vanda Pachara 

Delight which already had a 

clonal name of ‘ No. 2 

Pink’.  Most of this grex had 

been of the lavender-purple 

coloration.  The flower was 

given an HCC of 76 points. 

Photo by  
Julius Klehm 

AOS Corner 
By Lynn Fuller -  Chair, AOS Affiliated Societies Committee 

The Trustees and Members 

meeting was held in Coral Ga-

bles with most of the meetings 

being held at Fairchild Botanic 

Gardens (the new home of the 

AOS).  It was a great opportuni-

ty to get to know Fairchild and 

for Fairchild to see what the 

AOS is about.  A nice show was 

arranged by the Coral Gables 

Orchid Society and at the AOS 

judging, awards were given to 

many local orchidists.  In con-

junction with the meetings, a 

number of AOS awards were 

presented.  The Distinguished 

Affiliated Society Award (DSSA) 

was given to the Orchid Society 

of Western Pennsylvania for 

their volunteer commitment to 
Phipps Conservatory in Pitts-

burgh.  An article will be forth-

coming in Orchids about their 

joint project whereby they will 

be assisting in the establishment 

of an historic slipper orchid 

collection. An AOS Gold Medal 

was given to Harold Koopowitz 

for his dedication to orchids in 

conservation, biology, hybridiz-

ing and publishing; Two AOS 

Silver Medals were bestowed 

upon Aileen Garrison and Jose 

Izquierdo in recognition of their 

service to the AOS judging sys-

tem.  Leon Glicenstein was 

recognized with an AOS Fellow 

for his outstanding scientific, 

horticultural and hybridizing in 

addition, Leonid Averyanov was 

recognized with an AOS Fellow 

for his work on Vietnam or-

chids.  Two Hybridizing awards 

were presented to Milton Car-

penter for his work with On-

cidiinae and warmth-tolerant 
cymbidiums and to Gene 

Crocker of Carter and Holmes 

for his art-shade cattleyas. 

 Anyone wishing to be consid-

ered for judging at the 21st 

WOC in South Africa, must 

submit their application to do 

so by December 31, 

2013.  There will be no late 

registrations considered.  In 

addition, discounted registration 

ends on December 31, 

2013.  For more information or 

to register, go to 

www.woc21.org. 

 Save the date for the Spring 

Members and Trustees meeting 

to be held in Minneapolis, Min-

nesota, April 30 through May 4, 

2014 in conjunction with their 

show – Orchids – A Growing 

Obsession.  This event will be 

held in conjunction with meet-

ings of the Mid-America Orchid 

Congress, the Slipper Orchid 

Alliance, the International 
Phalaenopsis Alliance, Pleuro-

thallid Alliance and Angraecoid 

Alliance.  

 Wishing you all the best during 

this holiday season and for a 

happy 2014. 

http://www.woc21.org
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Tasty Recipe of the Month 
By Jean-Marie Jones 

 
Cream of Zuccini Soup 

 1 pound of zucchini 

 2 tablespoons butter 

 2 tablespoons finely chopped shallots 

 1 clove garlic, minced 

 1 teaspoon curry powder 

 Salt, pepper to taste 

 1/2 cup heavy cream 

 1 3/4 cups chicken or vegetable broth 

 Croutons & Chopped chives for gar-

nish 

 

This is very warming on a cold day. 

Slice zucchini thin.  Heat butter, add zucchi-

ni, shallots and garlic on low heat. Cover 

tight and simmer for ten minutes.  Shake 

occasionally, do not let mixture brown. 

Transfer mixture to a blender, add curry 

powder, salt, pepper, cream and broth.  

Blend for 30 seconds.  Serve hot and gar-

nish.  I like to serve with warm French 

bread.  Serves 4  

Did you know that the Orchid Digest is an 

excellent source of information for the 

serious grower or for those individuals 

who are on their way to that status? The 

articles provide in-depth information 

about genera, species and hybrids. A nec-

essary component of your library of de-

tailed information that is not readily avail-

able in one place on the Internet.  

At Orchiddigest.org you will find a listing 

of available past publications, both print-

ed and sonline only, as well as lecture 

slide shows. Individual membership is $39 

(1 year) or $75 (2 years). You will receive 

4 issues of Orchid Digest per year.  

We encourage you to subscribe and apply 

the expert knowledge that you will find 

there to your orchid growing. 

 

HOS Holiday Party Pictures 
Photos by Judith Neufeld and Malcolm McCorquodale 

Wanted 
Food for our January Meeting. 

 

The 2014 Refreshments committee would be very grateful for your contribution. 

 

Also, 
 THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO BROUGHT FOOD TO THE DECEMBER PARTY.  IT 

IS MUCH APPRECIATED.   

http://www.orchiddigest.org/
http://www.orchiddigest.org/


“Critical gaps exist in our current 

understanding of the population 

variability and genetic variation within 

and among populations” - Dr. Bill 

Rogers 
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Raffle Table 
By Roger Pallas 

I have just received a nice order from Lehua Orchids (Hawaii) 

consisting of 18 orchids in bud, principally Paphs,  some Lycaste, 

Angraecum and Masdevalia. 

Also, I want to introduce one change in the raffle table proce-

dure.  In addition to our regular tickets, we will be selling special 

$5 tickets, which will buy you a chance on one really large orchid 

or a group of orchids. 

Newcomers Group 
By Stephen Moffitt 

Intermediate Group 
By Jay Balchan 

 The Newcomer meeting will be at Rick Hepler's, January 19th. @ 

2:00 PM. He will be talking about photographing and hybridizing 

Paphs. 

We are moving to quarterly meetings for the intermediate 

group with a more focused session in the meetings.  There 

was not the interest to have this every month.  We will 

not have a January meeting.  I’m working on getting a 

meeting together for February. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 7:30 PM 

HOS Meeting  

3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 HJC  

Judging; HOS 

board meeting 

19 2:00 PM 

Newcomers 
20 21 22 23Newsletter 

Content is Due 
24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

January 2014 
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HOS Officers and Committee Chairs Upcoming Events 

Feb. 14 - 16 
Gulf Coast Orchid Society Show and Sale 

Gautier Convention Center, Gautier, MS 

www.gcorchids.org/

Announcements_and_News.html 

 

Feb. 15 
Judges’ Training Seminar, a workshop for 

Judges and anyone else who would like to 

attend. 

Houston Judging Center, see ad page 7 

 

Feb. 22 
IPA/SOS Symposium 

Randle T. Moore Center, Shreveport, LA 

Contact Olie Garrison 

orchidolie@me.com 

 

Mar. 21 - 24 
Terrebonne Orchid Society Show & Sale 

Southland Mall, Houma, LA 

Contact: Karen Breaux 

kfbreaux@bellsouth.net 

 

Mar. 22 - 23 
Heart O’ Texas Orchid Society Show & Sale 

“Orchid Rodeo” 

Zilker Botanical Gardens, Austin TX 

Contact: Maria “Myr” Hernandez 

myrhernandez@gmail.com 

 

Apr. 11 - 13 
Houston Orchid Society Show & Sale 

“Timeless Treasures” 

Houston Museum of Natural Science 

 

Apr. 29 - May 4 
AOS Spring Members Meeting & Show 

Doubletree by Hilton, Minneapolis, MN 

Contact: Kim Livingston 

thelivingstons@comcast.net 

Officers 

President Mary Gunn 

VP - Speakers Tom Pickens 

VP - Shows & Plant Table Loren & Judith Neufeld 

VP - Membership Debbie Peterson 

Treasurer Rick Hepler 

Recording Secretary Elizabeth Fisher 

Past President Calvin Starr 

Chairs 

Conservation Beth Bosshard 

Guest Hospitality Shon Valenzuela & 

 Allan Davies 

Happenings Editor Susan Dally 

Intermediate Group Jay Balchan 

Newcomers Group Stephen Moffitt 

Parliamentarian Marvin Gerber 

Photography Malcolm McCorquodale 

Plant Raffle Roger Pallas & 

 Sara Bentley 

Refreshments Vicki Joerne 

Silent Auction Frank & Cherie Lee 

2013 Spring Show Holly Miller & 

 John Stubbings 

2013 Summer Workshop John Stubbings & 

  Fr. Ted Baenziger 

Webmaster - HOS Calvin Starr 

Webmaster - HJC Don Maples 

Directors - Two Year Term 

Fr. Ted Baenziger Holly Miller 

Jim Butler Stephen Moffitt 

Susan Dally Lakshmi Narayana 

Don Ghiz Marianne Walker 

Sandra Higham  

Directors - One Year Term 

Marvin Gerber Diane Taylor 

Representatives 

AOS Representative Don Ghiz 

IPA Representative Fr. Ted Baenziger 

ODC Representative Derek Lowenstein 

SWROGA Directors Sandy Stubbings & 

 Lauri Skov 

http://www.gcorchids.org/Announcements_and_News.html
http://www.gcorchids.org/Announcements_and_News.html
mailto:kfbreaux@bellsouth.net
mailto:myrhernandez@gmail.com
mailto:thelivingstons@comcast.net
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Happy New Year to All 

January 11 Event 
Beginner’s Growing Orchids Class 

2:00 PM includes starter plant,  

cost $10 

Winter is peak blooming for  

Rhynchostylis gigantea 

We have white, red, and typical plants, 

All are FRAGRANT 

CLAY POTS FOR SALE AT COST 
I have an excess supply of  

NEW, UNUSED, excellent quality azalea clay 

pots for sale at cost.  

First come first served.  Call me or email me if 

interested. 

Stephen Moffitt 

 bunsareus2_1999@yahoo.com 

281-888-4816 

SIZE COST QUANTITY ON HAND 

6.3 $0.98  143 

7.5 $1.46  16 

FREE PLANTS 

Gloriosa rothschildiana 
 

I am changing out a flower bed that is full of 

this beautiful plant.  I will have free tubers to 

give away at the next meeting.  They are not 

technically a vine, but they do need some-

thing to climb on.  They normally do not get 

over five feet tall.  They grow well in full to 

partial sun and like an alkaline soil.  They die 

down in the winter and come back in early 

spring. 

Stephen Moffitt 


