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New Year, New Group:  
President’s Welcome to HOS 2022 By Sarah Bentley
Hello, everyone! We’re excited 
to have a new year for Houston 
Orchid Society. I was hopeful 
that we could return to our 
regularly scheduled events and 
give our members the benefits 
we have enjoyed in the past. 
Regretfully, I am announcing 
that the January 6, 2022, meeting 
will be in virtual format only. I 
will call the meeting to order at 
7:30 p.m. Turn to page 3 of this 
newsletter to find a description 
of the January program. Ken 
Whitmire will be introduced 
by our VP of Speakers, Stephen 
Gallagher.

We will have a brief ceremony 
to inaugurate the 2022 officers: 
President – Sarah Bentley; VP 
Speakers – Stephen Gallagher; 
VP Shows and Plant Table – 
Brad Miller; VP Membership 
– Steve Fox; Treasurer – Winnie 
Yap; Recording Secretary 
– Donna Diggons; and Past 
President – Bill Caldwell.

I am also pleased to introduce 
all the committee chairs who 
make things happen during the 
year. Here is a rundown, in order, 
of the times you may encounter 
each committee chair. 

Rick Hepler will be our Guest 
Hospitality Chair. Rick will be 
arriving at the meetings a bit 
early so he can greet people as 
they come in and identify visitors 
or special guests who will be 
introduced at the beginning of 
the meeting. One of our newer 
members, James Nelson, will 
be the Refreshments Chair. 
He will be taking care that our 
refreshments table is set up and 
accepting the delicious snacks 
provided by the folks who sign 
up each month.

While these officers do not 
have active roles at each meeting, 
their duties are essential and 
much appreciated. Look for 
Steve Fox, VP Membership, 
if you need to renew your 
membership or invite a friend 
to join (hint, hint.) Winnie 
Yap, Treasurer, will be taking 
payments of dues, and she 
administers our easy payment 
card reader. Donna Diggons is 
the Recording Secretary, and 
she also ably edits The Houston 
Happenings newsletter.

When you want to acquire a 
new orchid or orchid supplies, 
there are two committees at 

your service at most meetings. At 
every meeting, you are invited to 
visit the Silent Auction, led by 
a great couple of HOS veterans, 
Cherie and Frank Lee. This table 
will be set up with a row of plants 
and supplies that our members 
bring. Members may be “thinning 
the herd” or downsizing or 
sharing a big order of orchid 
growing supplies. Cherie and 
Frank will keep track of the bids 
and accept your payment at the 
end of the meeting. If you want 
to participate by bringing plants 
or supplies, check with one of 
them to get the details.

Ken Whitmire is in charge 
of the Plant Raffle table for our 
in-person meetings. Here, you 
can purchase tickets for a chance 
to win a new plant ordered from 
a reputable supplier. Also, each 
member who wears his or her 
HOS name tag is eligible for one 
“door prize” raffle ticket. 

One of the final parts of the 
meeting is the “show and tell” 
table, which is organized by 
the VP Shows, Brad Miller. 
Members bring blooming plants 
and display them on a table at 

continued on page 2
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Save the Date!
Please save the date next 
year for our first in-person 
orchid show since 2019! 
Next year’s show will 
be Saturday, May 7, and 
Sunday, May 8, with setup 
beginning on Thursday, 
May 5, in place of our 
regular monthly meeting 
and continuing through 
Friday, May 6. The show 
will be held at Memorial 
City Mall. Stay tuned for 
more information as the 
date nears.

the front of the room. Be sure to 
peruse the plants and vote for 
your favorite hybrid and species 
plant.

Another benefit for HOS 
members is extra meetings on 
some Sundays. This year, to 
break into the resumption of 
these greenhouse/home visits, 
we will combine the Newcomers 
and Intermediate groups to go 
to selected homes and see how 
members have set up their homes 
to grow the fabulous orchids they 
bring to meetings. Jay Balchan, 
Don Ghiz, and Rick Hepler will 
make the arrangements and 
announce the plans to visit and 
learn.

Events that take place through 
the year have leaders, too. In the 
Spring, HOS has an Orchid Show 
and Sale. You may hear some 
refer to this as the “April Show.” 
This year, however, the show is 
being held the first weekend in 
May. Memorial City Mall will be 
the venue. Jay Balchan is the 
Show Chair. The HOS Meeting 
that month will be at that 
location. On Thursday, May 5, we 
will get together and assist with 
the creation of displays and set 
up for the event, which will be 
open to the public on Saturday 

and Sunday, May 7 and 8. Many 
orchid societies in the area as 
well as individuals can set up 
displays. Vendors from around 
the world have booths, and it is 
a great opportunity for Houston 
Orchid Society to reach out and 
gain members.

On August 5 and 6 the 
Houston Orchid Society 
Summer Workshop is another 
event that is a wonderful 
education and acquisition 
opportunity. Randy Johnson is 
the Summer Workshop Chair. 
This is a great time to gather 
with many other growers in the 
area and improve your skills in 
growing orchids. Plant sales are 
also part of this event.

In October, there is another 
chance to get together and 
acquire more plants. It is a 
tradition to have an auction of 
purchased and donated plants at 
the annual picnic. This event is 
generally held at the home of one 
of our members. More details 
will be available later.

Another committee is not a 
part of each monthly meeting but 
is no less exciting. Nina Rach is 
going to keep the membership 
apprised and interested in 
Orchid Conservation. I am 

New Year, continued from page 1

hopeful that we can work up a 
field trip and carpool to see some 
native Texas orchids in situ. Stay 
tuned!

Bromeliad Society
Houston

meets on the
third Tuesday of each month

Visitors welcome

www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org

Texas Gulf Coast
Fern Society
meets on the

third Sunday of each month

Visitors welcome

www.tgcfernsoc.org
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HOS Member Dr. Ken Whitmire  
To Speak at January 6 Meeting By Stephen Gallagher

At our January meeting, Dr. Ken 
Whitmire, a chemistry professor 
at Rice University and HOS 
member, will speak via Zoom on 
the science of orchid culture. 
Chemistry affects much of the 
world around us, and orchids 
are no different. In this talk, Ken 
will cover some of the basics 
of chemistry that affect the 
growing of orchids including 
such topics as pH, minerals and 
solubility, chelation, fertilizers, 
understanding chemical 
formulas, and more. This will be 
targeted to a general audience, 
and there will be demonstrations 
to illustrate the topics.

Ken grew up in the mountains 
of Virginia where he attended 
Roanoke College for his B.S. in 
Chemistry. He then obtained 
his Ph.D. from Northwestern 
University before taking a 
NATO postdoctoral fellowship 

at the University of Cambridge, 
England. He started his 
independent academic career 
at Rice University in 1982 as 
an assistant professor. He was 
promoted to associate professor 
in 1990 and to full professor 
in 1994. Ken held a research 
fellowship from the Alexander 
von Humboldt Foundation in 
Germany and spent nearly two 
years there. He served as chair 
of the Department of Chemistry 
at Rice from 1999 to 2007, and 
he was an associate editor for 
the American Chemical Society 
journal Organometallics from 1997 
to 2007. He began a sabbatical 
in 2007 at Korea University in 
Seoul, South Korea, and he has 
been a visiting professor at the 
University of Rennes in Brittany, 
France. In 2008, he became an 
associate dean for the Wiess 
School of Natural Sciences. He 

also was the college magister of 
Sid Richardson College at Rice 
from 2014 to 2019.

Ken’s hobbies include 
cooking and baking, gardening, 
woodworking, quilting, and 
painting. His mother started him 
cooking and gardening as soon 
as he was old enough to walk. 
He has been growing orchids 
seriously for about the last five 
years and now has a collection 
of around 150 plants, mostly 
Cattleyas.

Dave Sorokowsky To Focus on Paphiopedilums  
at February 3 Meeting By Stephen Gallagher

At our February 3 meeting, 
Dave Sorokowsky of Paph 
Paradise Orchids in Lincoln, 
California, will speak to us about 
Paphiopedilums.

After receiving his degree 
in biochemistry from the 
University of Toronto, Dave 
opted to step outside his chosen 
field to operate a tropical fish 
import business for eight years. 
Upon returning to school, Dave 
received a degree in enology 
and viticulture from Brock 
University in St. Catharines, 
Ontario. While attending Brock, 

Dave began acquiring orchids 
one 2-inch pot at a time, and 
before he graduated, he had 
more than a hundred orchids. 
Winemaking and a passion for 
orchids prompted Dave to seek 
a warmer climate in California a 
year later. Dave has been growing 
Paphiopedilums for about 15 years 
now and seriously hybridizing 
for the past 10 years. He is an 
accredited AOS judge, and his 
Paphiopedilums have received 
more than a hundred awards 
to date from the AOS and CSA. 
Many of those awarded plants 

play important roles in his 
breeding program. In 2018, Dave 
left winemaking to focus all his 
time running Paph Paradise 
Orchids.

Dave will be bringing plants 
with him for sale and is offering a 
10% discount for pre-orders over 
$100. The deadline for pre-orders 
is January 25. His plant selection 
can be viewed at paphparadise.
com, and pre-orders can be 
emailed to him directly at dave@
paphparadise.com.

https://paphparadise.com
https://paphparadise.com
mailto:dave%40paphparadise.com?subject=Pre-order%20for%20HOS%20Feb.%203%20meeting
mailto:dave%40paphparadise.com?subject=Pre-order%20for%20HOS%20Feb.%203%20meeting
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President’s Notes About  
January Meeting By Sarah Bentley

Hello everyone. I hope you all 
had a restful Christmas day. I 
am concerned about the recent 
Covid outbreak. At the time of 
publishing, I personally am under 
an isolation order because I 
visited an elderly family member 
who tested positive for Covid on 
December 29. Surely things will 
improve in the coming year!

Earlier, I reported speaking 
with David Mandell at the 
church, and he reports there 
has not been a change in 
protocols as far as having our 
meeting. However, after speaking 

with several HOS members 
and consulting with the vice 
presidents, I have decided that 
in the interest of health safety, 
the January 6 meeting will be in 
virtual format only via Zoom.  
Please watch for an email with 
the link.

Thank you all for hanging 
in through this tough time. I 
hope we will soon find whatever 
“normal” is as we move forward.  
Please let me know if you have 
other thoughts or suggestions.

Membership 
Renewal

Thanks to those who 
have already renewed 
their HOS membership 
for 2022.

To those who have 
not yet paid, your 
payment is due  
January 1, 2022.

Steve F.
VP Membership

HJC Bestows Awards  
in December By Fr. Ted Baenziger
Two awards were granted by 
Houston Judging Center on 
December 18, 2021.

The first award was given for 
Fredclarkara Desert Bordeaux 
HCC 79 ‘LIB’ (Fdk. Painted 
Desert x Mo. Alexa), presented 
by Larry I. Baker from Galveston 
Bay Orchid Society. The plant 
had 22 cupped flowers saturated 
burgundy, almost black, on 
one 32-cm-long pendant 
inflorescence; sepals and petals 
lanceolate, acuminate, sepals 
with pale, narrow picotee; 
lip spatulate, margin finely 
fringed, callus with four spiked 
protuberances; column and 
anther cap dark burgundy; 
substance firm, texture satin.

The second award was given 
for Fdk. No Doubt HCC 78 ‘REO’ 
(Painted Desert x Susan Fuchs), 

presented by Stephen Moffitt. 
The plant had 15 full, slightly 
cupped flowers moderately well-
arranged on a 13.6-cm pendant 
inflorescence; sepals and petals 
cream, striped, and spotted 
burgundy, coalescing basally; 
lip yellowish-cream, sparsely 
spotted burgundy apically, 
heavily spotted and suffused 
burgundy centrally; substance 
hard; texture waxy. Plant size is 
19.0 cm wide by 18.0 cm high.

Please see the photos on pages 
5 and 6.

Congratulations to these 
exhibitors. We had a formidable 
Christmas gathering. Judging can 
be so much fun. Why not join 
us and learn lots about orchids? 
Our next meeting is the third 
Saturday of January, on the 15th. 
Bring your bloomers with you!
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Photo by Malcolm McCorquodale. © 2021 Malcolm McCorquodale, Houston, Texas.

Fdk. Desert Bordeaux ‘LIB’ (Fdk. Painted Desert x Ctsm. Alexa), HCC 79  
Presented by Larry Baker, Pearland, Texas

Houston Judging Center December Awards
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Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale. © 2021 Malcolm McCorquodale, Houston, Texas.

Fredclarkara No Doubt ‘REO’  
(Mo. Painted Desert x Ctsm. Susan Fuchs), HCC 77   

Presented by Stephen Moffitt, Baytown, Texas

Houston Judging Center December Awards
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Tips for Treating for the Black Rot Plague By Jay Balchan

If you grow Cattleyas like I do, one of the most 
devastating diseases you can get in your growing 
area is black rot. I do not know the scientific name 
for this bacteria, but it is the fastest spreading 
rot I have ever seen, and once it gets into the 
pseudobulbs of your Cattleya, the plant is pretty 
much compost. This rot usually forms on a leaf 
after a heavy rain. For me, growing in a greenhouse, 
I can get this rot on plants that sit under my roof 
vents when the rain is hard enough to blow in and 
drip on leaves. Black rot is exactly as the name says. 
It is black in color and quite soft. The “good news” 
for this type of rot, if there is any, is that it is easy to 
spot and that it usually (but not always) forms on 
the “meat” of a leaf and not in the crown or axis of 
the leaf.

When you see this rot you MUST TAKE 
IMMEDIATE ACTION. Trust me, if you wait even 
a day, that rot will have already gotten down into 
the pseudobulbs and all is most likely lost. The 
only cure for this is to remove the infected area 
by a wide margin. You cannot treat this rot with 
cinnamon or other topical treatments. When you 
do cut the leaf off, cut at least 1 inch beyond any 
rot you can see. If you have 2 inches to spare on the 
leaf, take the extra inch. 

Losing one leaf is far better than losing the 
plant. After cutting the leaf, I always treat with a 
topical powder fungicide. Cinnamon would be the 
greener option, but it is not as powerful. If the rot 
has gotten into a pseudobulb, then you need to 

go at least two bulbs back and cut the plant. Even 
then you are likely to have a poor outcome. You can 
sometimes see the rot as a small dot/circle of dark 
tissue in the middle of the pseudobulb. But even if 
you can’t see it, it can still be there. 

Just remember to take action immediately if you 
see this type of rot on your plants. If you put off 
treatment for even one day, the whole plant is a 
goner.

A “Greenhouse 
Guardian” cat 
can rid your 
growing area 
of rats but is 
ineffective as a 
preventive for 
black rot.
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While reading the article by Joseph 
Arditti, “Papilionanthe Miss Joaquim 
– How Did It Originate?” in the 
December issue of the AOS magazine,* 
I immediately reflected on my own 
experience with this hybrid and the 
special place it holds in my own 
evolution in the love of orchids. I was 
first exposed to this plant in 1967 when 
serving with the Peace Corps in the 
small Pacific islands of Western Samoa. 
The plant was growing and blooming 
on a fence in the yard of an abandoned 
World War I–era plantation home in 
Apia, where I was based teaching math 
and chemistry at Samoa College. I 
have no idea how the plant got there. 
Another Peace Corps volunteer teaching 
biology at the school, Mr. Art Whistler, 
identified the plant as Vanda Miss Joaquim. After 
serving two years in the Peace Corps, Art went 
on to get his Ph.D. in botany at the University of 
Hawaii, became a professor, and gained notoriety 
throughout the Pacific as an expert in the flora of 
the region. He published many articles and several 
books covering the tropical Pacific flora including 
one titled Orchids of Samoa. Sadly, Art died April 2, 
2020, after contracting Covid-19.

My post Peace Corps service took me to Chicago 
pursuing a career in the petroleum industry, 
which ultimately led to a transfer to Houston, 
Texas, in 1975. Texas weather is much akin to 
Samoa’s—hot and humid for much of the year 
and perfect for growing many orchids. So began 
my growing, collecting, and ultimately business of 
selling orchids. Not surprisingly, a stem of Miss 
Joaquim was my first. I knew that this hybrid had 
been documented as one, if not the first, orchid 
hybrid (1893). It flourished here in Texas. I also 
knew that its origin and history were surrounded 
by uncertainty as Joseph Arditti elaborated in his 
article. 

My plant self-pollinated and was usually laden 
with seed pods. As a chemist I had access to raw 
agar, and with little knowledge but with great 
curiosity, I soon tried my hand at culturing the 
seeds: prepared the agar, pressure cooked the agar 
in baby bottles to sterilize, cut open a “green” seed 

pod, carefully dusted the seeds into the bottle, and 
quickly sealed. I did not have access to mycorrhizal 
fungi. The agar was pure chemical grade and did 
not have any added fungi to support germination; 
the “flasks,” however, did germinate and the plants 
grew. I believe this crude experiment suggests 
that this hybrid’s seed is indeed fully capable 
of germinating without mycorrhizal fungi. The 
history of the hybrid being “found” by Miss Agnes 
Joaquim growing in her bamboo grove is referenced 
by Mr. Arditti. He assumes that the fungi were 
present in her bamboo clump, that its parental 
plants’ seed was blown into the bamboo where it 
germinated and grew, and that the process repeated 
to ultimately spread the hybrid throughout 
Singapore and beyond. (The parents, Papilionanthe 
teres and Papilionanthe hookeriana, were common 
in Singapore.) My first crude attempt at growing 
orchids by self-seeding this hybrid makes it also 
reasonable to assume that the hybrid itself spread 
rapidly throughout Indonesia with the winds 
and perhaps without the need for accompanying 
mycorrhizal fungi.

Memories Ignited by AOS Article:  
Papilionanthe Miss Joaquim By Laurie Skov

Our clumps of Miss Joaquim growing in full sun on our 
roof in Texas. Wife, Sheila, atop ladder admiring these 
beauties.

* Joseph Arditti, “Papilionanthe Miss Joaquim: How Did it 
Originate?” Orchids (Dec. 2021, Vol. 90 No. 12), p. 926, American 
Orchid Society.
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Lc. Cariad’s Mini-Quinee x Lc. 
Sarah Sears - Cristi C

Cattleya maxima semi-alba - Dave H

Image Guidelines
It takes a little time to prepare the images for the newsletter so we need your help. Here are some 
standards to follow to ensure your image makes it in the publication.  

Your image should be at least 1024 pixels wide. Smaller images will be too blurry to be used.  If 
in doubt, rotate your phone sideways (horizontal). Take your photo as close to the flower being 
photographed as possible, and make sure the flower is in focus.

Ensure that you are naming the image file following the guideline below before attaching it to your 
email. Basically it is the Plant Name + Owner First Name and Last Initial (see examples below).

Send any questions you may have before submitting to info@houstonorchidsociety.org.

Full Plant
Name

Example 1

-
(hyphen)

Owner’s First
Names and
Last Initial

Epc. Middleburg ‘Maj’ - Holly M.jpg

Full Plant
Name

Example 2

-
(hyphen)

Owner’s First
Names and
Last Initial

Paph. liemianum ‘October’ x Paph.
lemianum ‘MO’ - Steve & Marsh F.jpg

Click Here
to Submit Pictures to

share@houstonorchidsociety.org

mailto:info%40houstonorchidsociety.org?subject=
mailto:share%40houstonorchidsociety.org?subject=
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Laelia gouldiana - Dave H

 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

GGuullff  CCooaasstt  OOrrcchhiidd  
SSoocciieettyy  SShhooww  aanndd  SSaallee  
GGaauuttiieerr  CCoonnvveennttiioonn  CCeenntteerr,,    

22001122  LLiibbrraarryy  LLaannee,,  GGaauuttiieerr,,  MMSS  3399555533  
  

      January 28-30, 2022 
 

Sales Open                                 Exhibits Open 
Friday 10:00am - 6:00pm            Friday 1:00pm - 6:00pm 
Saturday 10:00am - 6:00pm       Saturday noon - 6:00pm 

                                     Sunday 10:00am – 3:30pm 
 

Like us on Facebook and 
                 Surf us on the web at http://gcorchids.org 

. 

Free admission 
 

Barkeria shoemakeri (Oaxaca 
strain) - Dave H

Barkeria palmeri alba - Dave H

Bulb. mastersianum - Cristi C
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Bulb. Elizabeth Ann “Jean” -  
Cristi C.

Barkeria barkeriola - Dave H

Award winning 
orchid journalism 

for the 
serious
grower

The Orchid Digest is a 501(c)3 organization.

www.orchiddigest.org
US addresses: $39 per year

Addresses outside the US: $55 per year

Join online or mail check or credit card information in US funds only to:

Orchid Digest
PO Box 6966

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607-6966
Visa, Mastercard accepted. Please include your name as it appears on the card, 

card number and expiration date.  

Published 
quarterly in full 

color

Become a member of...

Lc. Mini Purple - Cristi C
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Cattleya maxima semi-alba - Dave H

Laelia anceps ‘Nina Bonita’ -  
Dave H

Bulb. treschii - Jay B

What Does the OCA Do?
Orchid Conservation Alliance

The OCA is a 501(c)(3) corporation and a registered CA Seller of Travel # 2117150-40. 
www.orchidconservationalliance.org

We conserve orchids by buying orchid habitat. 

How can you help?

First we work with our tropical partners to locate sites with diverse, 
endemic, and rare orchids. Then we work with you, our funding 

partners, to raise the money to buy the orchid rich sites. Then we 
work again with our tropical partners to manage the reserves.

Join the OCA. Donate as much as you can; $350 buys an acre of 
land. Buy some of our merchandise. Take one of our Orchids in the 
Wild trips and see the orchids you have helped to protect.

Dracula Dracula Ventanas Ventanas

Dracula terborchii (L),         D. vampira (R)
Dracula Reserve, Ecuador

Dracula lemurella (L), Lepanthes sp. (R)
La Selva de Ventanas Reserve, Colombia
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Paph. micranthum v. eburnum - Jay B

Cattleya trianae “Cashen’s” FCC/
AOS - Dave H

Laelia anceps ‘Pink Perfection’ - 
Dave H

Asco. Carla Wood - Susan D
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Cattleya bowringiana - Susan D

Bulbophyllum medusae - Susan D

Epic. Volcano Trick ‘Paradise’ - Susan Dally
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January 2022 Events

Day/Date Time Event Location Information

Sunday, January 2 12:30 p.m. Alamo Judging Center San Antonio Botanical 
Gardens, Auld House, 
555 Funston Pl., San 
Antonio, TX

Meets first 
Sunday of the 
month

Thursday, January 6 7:30 p.m. Houston Orchid Society 
meeting (see page 1 for 
additional information)

Virtual via Zoom (link to 
be sent in email)

Meets first 
Thursday of the 
month

Saturday, January 8 11:00 a.m. Dallas Judging Center Garland Senior Activity 
Center, 600 W. Ave. A, 
Garland, TX 75040

Meets second 
Saturday of the 
month

Saturday, January 15 11:00 a.m. Houston Judging Center First Christian Church, 
1601 Sunset Blvd., 
Houston, TX 77005

Meets third 
Saturday of the 
month

Thursday, January 20 Copy deadline for 
February issue of The 
Houston Happenings

Send via email to 
donnadiggons@gmail.
com

Saturday, January 22 11:00 a.m. Louisiana Judging 
Center

West Side Regional 
Library, 5416 Provine Pl., 
Alexandria, LA

Usually meets 
fourth Saturday 
of the month

Friday–Sunday,  
January 28–30, 2022

Alamo Orchid Society 
Show and Sale

San Antonio Botanical 
Gardens, Auld House, 
555 Funston Pl., San 
Antonio, TX

Friday–Sunday,  
January 28–30, 2022

See  
page 10 for 
times

Gulf Coast Orchid 
Society Show and Sale

Gautier Convention 
Center, 2012 Library Ln., 
Gautier, MS

See page 10 for 
details

Save the Date for This Future Event

Day/Date Time Event Location Information

Friday–Sunday,  
March 25–27, 2022

TBD Calcasieu Orchid 
Society Show and Sale

Historic City Hall, 1001 
Ryan St., Lake Charles, 
LA 70601

Details to come

mailto:donnadiggons@gmail.com
mailto:donnadiggons@gmail.com

