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HOS Meeting October 7: Recent Trends in
Cycnoches, Mormodes, Catasetum By Sarah B
Fred Clarke, of Sunset Valley
Orchids (SVO) in Vista,
California, will speak in person at
the Thursday, October 7, 2021,

meeting of the Houston Orchid
Society. Please plan to meet at
First Christian Church, 1601
Sunset Blvd., Houston, Texas.

The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m.
both in person and online. If you
are not able to attend in person,
watch for an email message
containing the link to the Teams
meeting in the week before
October 7.
Fred has been growing
orchids for 42 years and has been
hybridizing for 38 of those years.
With more than 34 years as a
professional grower and manager
in the horticultural industry,
Fred applies these skills at his
orchid nursery.
Fred is a passionate orchid
grower whose curiosity in
orchids is broad and varied.
Although developing Cattleya
hybrids has been his sustaining
interest, he is also actively
creating new Paphiopedilum and
Aussie Dendrobium hybrids plus
some others to be named if they
work out!
His pioneering work in
Catasetum intergeneric hybrids
led to the development of several
notable hybrids, most recently
the grex Fredclarkeara After
Dark, which produced “the

One of Fred’s fabulous creations: Ctsm. Jumbo Pearl ‘Rolando Foo’

A nonprofit organization established
in 1945, HOS is a recipient of the American
Orchid Society’s Distinguished Affiliated
Societies Service award.

continued on page 2
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President’s Message By Bill C
Greetings all.
I hope all of you are faring
well and enjoying the relief from
the high temperatures. I know I
am, and it appears my plants are
responding favorably as well.
I am excited that we shall
have an in-person meeting with
a Teams link this month with one
of the society’s favorite speakers
joining us.

Please come prepared to
adhere to the church’s safety
requirements including masking.
At the meeting our
nominating committee will
report on the slate of candidates
selected for 2022 officers and
new board members. At the
November monthly meeting,
attending members will cast
their votes for the proposed slate
reported at this month’s meeting.

We plan to have all the usual
activities at the meeting. Please
bring your silent auction plants,
refreshments and snacks to enjoy
while socializing with other
members and guests.
Check out the calendar on
page 17 for upcoming orchid
events in the region. The
calendar is warming up.
Hope to see you or connect
with you at the meeting.

or intermediate conditions.
Commercially, Catasetum,
Cycnoches (or “Swan” orchids)
and Mormodes (or “Goblin”
orchids) have occupied a small
market niche on the edge of a
sea of Cymbidiums, Cattleyas,
Phalaenopsis, Dendrobiums,
Epidendrums and so on. Until
recently, they have not attracted
much attention from hybridizers,
but in the past several years
some spectacular hybrids have
been produced, receiving great
acclaim and an increasingly large
collection of awards from the
American Orchid Society.
Fred is an Accredited Judge
in the Pacific South Judging
Region. His plants have received

hundreds of quality awards from
the American Orchid Society.
To quote from his online
catalog: “For 2021–22, I am
pleased to share one of the most
comprehensive selection of
Catasetinae hybrids and species
ever offered by SVO. Through
the ongoing process of collecting,
selecting and developing our
parental lines, the quality of the
breeding stock is now without
compare. These new hybrids
will set the standard for flower
quality, plant vigor and your
enjoyment.”

October meeting, from page 1

blackest flower ever witnessed.”
This grex has received more than
100 awards worldwide with nine
FCCs and 30 AMs from the AOS
judges!
Cycnoches, Mormodes
and Catasetums are three
related genera from the tribe
Cymbidieae. Individually, each
has been considered an orchid
oddity, or “botanical,” of interest
mainly to the seriously addicted
enthusiast. These plants have a
brief deciduous period in winter,
when the plants need a definite
dry rest period bordering on
neglect. These robust orchids are
native to lowland tropical forests
in Central and South America
and are usually grown in warm

Please note: All attendees
will be required to wear
a mask at the in-person
meeting.

AOS Webinar: Greenhouse Chat

The Story of Black Orchids

Ron McHatton
Thursday, September 2, 2021, 7:30 p.m. CDT
Grow your knowledge and join AOS Education and
Science Officer Ron McHatton for a fun-filled hour
of orchid questions and answers. Send questions
by October 1 to greenhousechat@aos.org. Register
now.

Leslie Ee
Thursday, October 21, 2021, 7:30 p.m. CDT
A topic that many have asked about. Black orchids
are surrounded with mystery. Perfect topic for
Halloween right? Join Leslie Ee from Toronto as
he presents a spooky subject. Register now.
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Two HOS Members Receive HJC Awards By Marilyn H
On September 18, Houston
Judging Center met at First
Christian Church with our
masks on. Nine beautiful
orchids graced the judging table.
Fourteen judges participated in
training and judging. We were
pleased to see two Houston
Orchid Society members bring
orchids. Ken Whitmire and
Stephen Gallagher were awarded
for their efforts.
Ken Whitmire’s
Rhycattleanthe Chief Sweet
Orange ‘Palmyra’ was awarded
an HCC 76. It’s a cross between
Ctt. Tutankamen x Rlc. Chyong
Guu Chaffinch. It has four flat
well-spaced flowers on one
inflorescence. The sepals and
petals are orange suffused red.
The lip is orange and has a redburgundy margin and mid-lobe.
The beautiful flowers have heavy

substance and matte texture.
This award was special because
it was Ken’s first AOS award.
Congratulations on your first
award, Ken! We anticipate many
more to come.
Stephen Gallagher’s
Paphiopedilum Oberhausens
Dramant ‘Katia’ is a cross
between two species,
primulinum and sanderianum.
Stephen’s Paph was awarded
an Award of Merit, AM 80.
Three stately flowers and one
bud on a 20-cm inflorescence
grabbed the attention of the
judges. The dorsal sepal is light
green, striped mahogany. The
broad-shouldered petals are
twisted distally and have hirsute
margins that are yellow, stippled
mahogany. The pouch is light
yellow, brushed mahogany. This
orchid has firm substance and

Plant Table Reminder By Brad M
Happy fall, y’all. This is a
reminder to bring your blooming
plants to the October 7 meeting!
We work so diligently and
passionately to grow them, and
it was wonderful to see what
everyone had flowering when we

met in person in August.
Now that we have shorter
days and cooler nights triggering
more blooms, it would be
fantastic to see a full plant table
at the meeting. See you (and
your plants) there!

matte texture. This award is also
special since it’s Stephen’s second
award. Congratulations Stephen!
What a wonderful treat to
have had the opportunity to
give Ken’s orchid his first award
and Stephen’s orchid his second
award. There were many cheers
and lots of clapping! It was fun to
be present at the judging. Please
bring your orchids and enjoy a
judging adventure with us.
The next orchid judging will
take place on October 16 at First
Christian Church. Your orchid
may be the next one to earn an
AOS award. Bring your orchids
and a mask.
Tom Durrett has created an
online form to make it easier to
preregister orchids you bring to
judging.
11:30 a.m. is the deadline for
entering plants for judging.
HJC is still in need of at least
one clerk. This is also a great
time for those of you who want
more information about judging
to start coming to learn about the
process. We would love to have
some enquiries about how to
become a judge.
The monthly judging occurs
on the third Saturday of each
month. You will be welcomed!

You can become
an AOS Judge!
For more information, watch
the webinar presented by
Jean Allen-Ikeson on the
AOS website: An introduction
to the wonderful world of
becoming an AOS judge.
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Houston Judging Center September Awardees

Pot. Chief Sweet Orange ‘Palmyra’ (Cattlianthe Tutankamen x
Rhyncholaeliocattleya Chyong Guu Chaffinch), HCC 76
Presented by Kenton Whitmire, Houston, Texas
Photo by Malcolm McCorquodale. © 2021 Malcolm McCorquodale, Houston, Texas.
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Houston Judging Center September Awardees

Paph. Obenhausen’s Diamant ‘Katia’ (Paph. primulinum flavum ‘Kamakai’ x
Paph. sanderianum ‘Manakaiselect’), AM 80
Presented by Stephen Gallagher, Houston, Texas
Photo by Malcolm McCorquodale. © 2021 Malcolm McCorquodale, Houston, Texas.
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Please Consider Renewing
Your HOS 2022 Membership By Steve F, VP – Membership
It is NOT too early to pay your
2022 HOS annual membership
dues. The annual dues are set by
the Board of Directors and are
due January 1 of each year.
Since you may be unable to
meet in person to renew your
HOS Membership for 2022,
please complete the membership
information online at http://
www.houstonorchidsociety.org/
membership.html so that we
have all your current contact
information for the directory.

We have recently added a link
for you to pay your membership
dues online. If you prefer, you
can mail your check or money
orders to the address indicated
on the website.
We will still gladly accept
payment at this month’s meeting
or at any in-person HOS meeting
held this year.
If you know anyone who
would like to become a member
of HOS, or a past member who
would be interested in renewing

Louisiana Judging Center Grants
Four Quality Awards By Bill C
Wilton Guillory, Louisiana
Judging Center chairperson,
reported that Saturday,
September 25, was a busy day
in Alexandria, Louisiana, with
13 plant entries and four quality
awards given.
The AOS LJC judges plants
on the fourth Saturday of each

month unless the fourth Saturday
falls on a holiday weekend.
Check The Happenings calendar
for dates and locations of all the
regional judging centers just in
case your plant doesn’t cooperate
by blooming on the third
Saturday of the month in time
for the HJC event.

With much concern we report that one of our long-time and
devoted members, Loren Neufeld, suffered a heart attack on
September 13.
Loren is now recuperating in Paradigm Rehab in Missouri
City and thankfully appears to be on the road to a successful
recovery.
His wife, Judith, wishes to express her heartfelt thanks to
all for your thoughtfulness and support during this difficult
ordeal.
May God be with them and strengthen them through this
challenge.
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their membership for 2022, let
them know we would love to
have them as a member of The
Houston Orchid Society.
Please take a few minutes
to renew your membership.
The Houston Orchid Society
appreciates your support.
Stay well!

From the Editor
By Donna D
I have always loved September.
It’s the month of a fresh start—
new shoes, new pencils, new
teacher, a bit different angle of
the sun and a little less Texas
heat. This year, September
means a new plan for my
backyard, as Hurricane Nicholas
damaged our Red Maple so
badly that it had to be removed.
It was a traumatic falling at
5:30 a.m., as my puppy and I
stood on the grass and the wind
sucked the umbrella from my
hand. It took me a moment to
realize that we were covered in
leaves from the edge of the big
branch that crashed over us. We
were frightened but not injured.
Now I must rethink my shade/
sun situation for not only my
orchids but the other existing
and planned plantings. I don’t
have a greenhouse; rather, my
“outside orchids” are hanging in
trees or perched on rocks. I have
moved them several times to try
to find the optimum mix of sun
and shade, and will surely lose a
few that are not adapting. Fresh
start, indeed!
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Louisiana Judging Center September Awardees

Pda. Mimi Palmer ‘Catahoula Mint’ HCC/AOS 79
Presented by Eron Borne
Photo by Susan Hathorn. © 2021 Susan Hathorn, Alexandria, Louisiana.
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Louisiana Judging Center September Awardees

Ctsm. Louise Clarke ‘Me Too’ HCC/AOS 75
Presented by William Caldwell
Photo by Susan Hathorn. © 2021 Susan Hathorn, Alexandria, Louisiana.
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Louisiana Judging Center September Awardees

Vanda Kulwadee Fragrance ‘Anna Claire’ HCC/AOS 79
Presented by Eron Borne
Photo by Susan Hathorn. © 2021 Susan Hathorn, Alexandria, Louisiana.
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Louisiana Judging Center September Awardees

Vanda Noppadel Delight ‘Julia Elizabeth’ AM/AOS 86
Presented by Eron Borne
Photo by Susan Hathorn. © 2021 Susan Hathorn, Alexandria, Louisiana.
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Blc. Fortune ‘Golden Radiance’
AM/AOS - Jay B

C labiata v. rubra ‘Schuller’ - Jay B

Encyclia plicata - Dave H

Click Here
to Submit Pictures to
share@houstonorchidsociety.org

Image Guidelines

It takes a little time to prepare the images for the newsletter so we need your help. Here are some
standards to follow to ensure your image makes it in the publication.
Your image should be at least 1024 pixels wide. Smaller images will be too blurry to be used. If
in doubt, rotate your phone sideways (horizontal). Take your photo as close to the flower being
photographed as possible, and make sure the flower is in focus.
Ensure that you are naming the image file following the guideline below before attaching it to your
email. Basically it is the Plant Name + Owner First Name and Last Initial (see examples below).
Send any questions you may have before submitting to info@houstonorchidsociety.org.
Example 1
Full Plant
Name

(hyphen)

Owner’s First
Names and
Last Initial

Epc. Middleburg ‘Maj’ - Holly M.jpg

(hyphen)

Owner’s First
Names and
Last Initial

Paph. liemianum ‘October’ x Paph.
lemianum ‘MO’ - Steve & Marsh F.jpg

Example 2
Full Plant
Name
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Psycopsis Mendenhall “Hildos” Dave H

C. Interglossa ‘Leny’ AM/AOS - Jay B

Cattleya bicolor-green clone Dave H

Den. Edfrans Gem - Steve &
Marsha F

Barkeria Erika - Dave H
Page 12
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Hab. Conure ‘Judy’ AM AOS
x Hab. Red Hybrid - Steve &
Marsha F

Bulb. Great Googa Mooga ‘Max’ - Steve & Marsha F
Become a member of...

Award winning
orchid journalism
for the

Published
quarterly in full
color

serious
grower

www.orchiddigest.org
US addresses: $39 per year
Addresses outside the US: $55 per year
Join online or mail check or credit card information in US funds only to:

Orchid Digest
PO Box 6966
Laguna Niguel, CA 92607-6966
Visa, Mastercard accepted. Please include your name as it appears on the card,
card number and expiration date.
The Orchid Digest is a 501(c)3 organization.

Hab. medusa - Steve & Marsha F
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Hab. Flamingo - Steve &
Marsha F
Sobralia decora - Brian F

Bromeliad Society

Texas Gulf Coast

meets on the

meets on the

Fern Society

Houston

third Tuesday of each month

third Sunday of each month

Visitors welcome

Visitors welcome

www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org

www.tgcfernsoc.org
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Ddc. cf latifolium ‘Kengar’ - Steve & Marsha F

Orchid Conservation Alliance

What Does the OCA Do?

We conserve orchids by buying orchid habitat.
First we work with our tropical partners to locate sites with diverse,
endemic, and rare orchids. Then we work with you, our funding
partners, to raise the money to buy the orchid rich sites. Then we
work again with our tropical partners to manage the reserves.

Dracula

Dracula

Dracula terborchii (L),
D. vampira (R)
Dracula Reserve, Ecuador

Ventanas

Dracula lemurella (L),

Ventanas

Lepanthes sp. (R)

La Selva de Ventanas Reserve, Colombia

How can you help?
Join the OCA. Donate as much as you can; $350 buys an acre of
land. Buy some of our merchandise. Take one of our Orchids in the
Wild trips and see the orchids you have helped to protect.
The OCA is a 501(c)(3) corporation and a registered CA Seller of Travel # 2117150-40.

www.orchidconservationalliance.org
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Hab. Oriole - Steve & Marsha F
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Hab. Pegasus - Steve & Marsha F

Den. Enobi Purple ‘Splash’ JC AOS - Steve & Marsha F
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Calendar of Events
October 2021 Events
Day/Date

Time

Event

Location

Information

Sunday, October 3—
CANCELLED

12:30 p.m.

Alamo Judging Center

San Antonio Botanical
Gardens, Auld House,
555 Funston Pl., San
Antonio, TX

Meets first
Sunday of the
month

Thursday, October 7

7:30 p.m.

Houston Orchid Society
meeting (in person and
online*)

First Christian Church,
1601 Sunset Blvd.,
Houston, TX 77005

Meets first
Thursday of the
month

Saturday, October 9

11:00 a.m.

Dallas Judging Center

Garland Senior Activity
Center, 600 W. Ave. A,
Garland, TX 75040

Meets second
Saturday of the
month

Saturday, October 16

11:00 a.m.

Houston Judging Center

First Christian Church,
1601 Sunset Blvd.,
Houston, TX 77005

Meets third
Saturday of the
month

Saturday, October 23

11:00 a.m.

Louisiana Judging
Center

West Side Regional
Meets fourth
Library, 5416 Provine Pl., Saturday of the
Alexandria, LA
month

•We welcome guests at our virtual meetings. If you would like to receive an invitation to join a meeting, please send an
email to info@houstonorchidsociety.org.

Future Events
Day/Date

Time

Event

Location

Saturday, December 4,
2021

TBD

Baton Rouge Short
Course

Details to come

Saturday, January 22,
2022

TBD

Tri-Center Judging
Seminar

West Side Regional
Library, 5416 Provine Pl.,
Alexandria, LA

Friday–Sunday,
January 28–30, 2022

TBD

Alamo Orchid Society
Show and Sale

San Antonio Botanical
Gardens, Auld House,
555 Funston Pl., San
Antonio, TX

Friday–Sunday,
January 28–30, 2022

TBD

Gulf Coast Orchid
Society Show and Sale

Gautier Convention
Center, 2012 Library Ln.,
Gautier, MS

Friday–Sunday,
March 25–27, 2022

TBD

Calcasieu Orchid
Society Show and Sale

Historic City Hall, 1001
Ryan St., Lake Charles,
LA 70601
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Information
Details to come

