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Beth Davis to Speak to Houston Orchid Society 
on Thursday, November 4 By Sarah B

Continuing our pandemic-
induced learning curve, Houston 
Orchid Society will experiment 
with the process of using our 
Microsoft Teams platform to 
provide an interesting speaker 
on Thursday, November 4, at 
7:30 p.m. This meeting will be 
the first time the speaker does 
not travel, but the society will be 
gathered in person and at home 
to see and hear her speak from 
the screen. Members will be able 
to interact from home via the 
“chat” feature, and there will be 
a question-and-answer session at 
the end of her talk. 

Beth is a fourth-generation 
orchid grower from Waldor 
Orchids located in Linwood, 
New Jersey. Waldor is a family-
owned business that originated 
in 1925. Beth has worked at 
the greenhouses for more than 
25 years doing many different 
jobs. She chaired the Ocean 
City Flower Show for four 
years and has worked with the 
International Amphibian Days 
Organization in Baltimore, 
Maryland. She also served on the 

continued on page 2Beth Davis, of Waldor Orchids in Linwood, New Jersey



The Houston Happenings | November 2021 | Volume 51, Issue 11

Page 2

November meeting, from page 1

President’s Message By Bill C

Greetings all.
I am excited that we again 

shall have an in-person meeting 
along with a Teams link to our 
speaker this month. Members 
and guests who cannot attend 
in person are also welcome to 
connect via the Teams link.

At the November meeting 
the attending members will cast 
their votes for the candidates 
selected for 2022 officers and 
new board members, as reported 
at the October meeting (see 
page 5).

We also plan to have all the 

usual activities at the meeting. 
Please bring silent auction plants 
and refreshments to enjoy while 
socializing with other members 
and guests.

Please also come prepared 
to follow the church’s safety 
requirements including masking.

Be sure to check out the 
calendar on page 15 for 
upcoming orchid events in the 
region. The calendar is warming 
up.

Environmental Commission in 
her town and volunteered with 
Sustainable Monroe’s Green 
Team. She is currently in the 
American Orchid Society judging 
program studying as an associate 
judge.

Beth’s topic at our meeting 
will be “The Little Warrior, 
Neofinetia falcata: History, 
culture and new breeding.”

Neofinetia falcata has a 
particularly distinguished and 
rich history. The popularity 
of the Samurai orchid has 
expanded around the world, 

including Korea, Europe, and 
most recently the United States. 
This is because—with their 
varied leaf forms, leaf colors, 
flowers, and fragrance—they 
have a fascinating distinction 
from other orchids. Let’s explore 
the history and culture of 
Neofinetia falcata along with the 
new breeding. With 91 first-
generation offsprings, it has been 
bred with standard Vandas to 
Doritaenopsis, only expanding 
the legacy that this plant is 
stamping on the orchid world.

All Houston Orchid Society Members Invited . . .

Tuesday, November 2
Socialize at 6:30 p.m., meeting  7 p.m.
Presented on Zoom by Heart Of Texas Orchid Society
Guest Speaker: Beth Davis
Topic: What is a Beth Plant? Welcome to the Weird, 
Wacky World of Orchids

Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88678964287#success
Passcode: 701425

Please see Beth Davis’s bio beginning on page 1.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88678964287#success
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The Gypsy Road to a New Orchid Hybrid By Stacy P

I’m sure many of you read 
my letter to the editor in the 
August issue of The Houston 
Happenings and the article 
from Bill C. about the Louisiana 
Judging Center in the October 
issue. This piece will tie them 
together with a pretty new 
orchid bow on top. This story 
is almost seven years in the 

making and not over yet. I hope 
you enjoy my perspective of this 
journey.

It all started in January 2015 
when two of my favorite orchids 
were blooming. I wondered 
what the progeny of the two 
plants would look like. Since 
the holidays were over and 
I was bored, I fired up the 

computer and began watching 
YouTube videos on how to 
cross pollinate. After an hour 
or so I felt confident enough 
to give it a try. Within a week I 
knew that one of my attempts 
was good. Beginners luck, I’m 
sure. For months I watched the 
seed pod grow. Then one day 
I thought the time was right to 
cut it off and take the next step. 
I entrusted that little pod of 
potential to Mrs. Root’s lab in 
California. It would be another 
year before six beautiful flasks 
arrived in the mail. I placed 
them on a windowsill where 
I admired them every day for 
months. When it came time 
to deflask I again went back to 
YouTube. I tried three different 
methods with very poor results 
for all of them. I ended up with 
only nine surviving seedlings that 
I protected like a mother hen, 
separating them from all the 
other plants inside an aquarium 
under lights.

Fast forward to August 
2021 when I noticed two buds 
forming on one of the plants. 
Finally! Waiting for them to 
bloom was more nerve-wracking 
than waiting to open presents 
on Christmas Day. Go ahead 
and laugh, but a year earlier I 
had printed off the application 
to register the cross with the 
Royal Horticultural Society 
and had already partially filled 
it out. A couple of pictures and 
a written description before 
getting it in the mail and an 
online payment was all it took 
to make Potinera Lucey’s Lot 
officially my creation. I know it 
is just a piece of paper, but the 
certificate is now framed and 
proudly hanging on the wall right 

continued on page 4
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Save the Date!
Please save the date next year for our first in-person 
orchid show since 2019! Next year’s show will be Saturday, 
May 7, and Sunday, May 8, with setup beginning on 
Thursday, May 5, in place of our regular monthly meeting 
and continuing through Friday, May 6. The show will 
be held at Memorial City Mall. Stay tuned for more 
information as the date nears.

Gypsy Road, from page 3

over the orchids. Registering 
was the easiest part of this whole 
adventure. Getting the plant 
judged was a much greater 
challenge.

The first opportunity was 
going to be in Houston on 
August 21, but of course the first 
flower wasn’t going to be fully 
open then. Plan B was the Alamo 
Judging Center on September 5, 
but they had moved theirs back 
two weeks because of the Labor 
Day holiday. Some of you know 
that Luke and I moved to San 
Antonio in April so this was an 
even bigger disappointment. Our 
only remaining option involved 
a 7-hour drive to Alexandria, 
Louisiana, on August 28. Did I 
mention there was a hurricane 
bearing down on the Pelican 
State? Thankfully, judging there 

was not affected.
We arrived that morning 

and were warmly welcomed by 
Wilton, his wife who serves as 
the clerk, and several judges. We 
had a great time meeting and 
talking to many of them. When 
filling out the entry paperwork 
I wrote down “Gypsy Road” 
as the potential name if it got 
awarded. I thought it fitting 
since it had been quite a road 
to get to this point and the pod 
parent was named ‘The Gypsy.’ 
Even though our plant was the 
last one entered it was moved 
up to be judged sooner. This was 
Wilton’s very thoughtful idea 
to get us back on the road and 
headed away from the looming 
bad weather of Ida. The judging 
process was very interesting to 
watch. I encourage others to go 

and observe sometime even if 
you don’t have a plant entered. 
Plants were awarded that day, 
but ours was not one of them. 
It was scored but came up one 
point short. We were told that 
wasn’t a bad showing at all for a 
first-time bloomer. We were also 
encouraged to bring it back for 
judging the next time it blooms 
when it would likely be stronger. 
The judges recommended 
providing more light to the 
plant, and I learned a new word: 
floriferousness. Basically, the 
judges want to see a minimum 
of three flowers based on the 
parentage. So the trip was a 
learning experience and still a 
positive one.

The only thing that could 
have made it better would have 
been a meetup with one of our 
Houston orchid friends on the 
way back home. We arrived in 
Space City during the dinner 
hour, and Father Ted B. was nice 
enough to join us for a meal. He 
got to see a new yellow flower 
(which I hear is his favorite 
color), and we were treated to a 
mini orchid judging over dessert. 
Not a bad tradeoff if you ask me. 
We did have to promise to return 
to Houston for judging in the 
future when the siblings bloom. 
Deal.

Bromeliad Society
Houston

meets on the
third Tuesday of each month

Visitors welcome

www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org

Texas Gulf Coast
Fern Society
meets on the

third Sunday of each month

Visitors welcome

www.tgcfernsoc.org
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It is NOT too early to pay your 
2022 HOS annual membership 
dues. The annual dues are set by 
the Board of Directors and are 
due January 1 of each year.

Since you may be unable to 
meet in person to renew your 
HOS Membership for 2022, 
please complete the membership 
information online at http://
www.houstonorchidsociety.org/
membership.html so that we 
have all your current contact 
information for the directory.

We have recently added a link 
for you to pay your membership 
dues online. If you prefer, you 
can mail your check or money 
orders to the address indicated 
on the website.

We will still gladly accept 
payment at this month’s meeting 

or at any in-person HOS meeting 
held this year.

If you know anyone who 
would like to become a member 
of HOS, or a past member who 
would be interested in renewing 
their membership for 2022, let 
them know we would love to 

Please Renew Your Membership By Steve F, VP – Membership

have them as a member of The 
Houston Orchid Society.

Please take a few minutes 
to renew your membership. 
The Houston Orchid Society 
appreciates your support.

Stay well!

2022 Nominating  
Committee Report By Holly M

HOS Bylaws state that members in good standing shall vote on 
three persons to serve as the Nominating Committee in September. 
The results of that voting were that Jay Balchan, Susan Dally, and 
Holly Miller were elected to serve in this capacity. The Nominating 
Committee presents the following slate of officers to serve for 2022 
and beyond. In November, the membership will vote to approve or 
dispute the slate as presented. The Nominating Committee is grateful 
for all the cooperation received. Here is our slate:

Officers for 2021
President Sarah B  
VP Speakers Stephen G
VP Shows and Plant Table Brad M
VP Membership Steve F
Treasurer Winnie Y
Recording Secretary Donna D
Past President Bill C

Board of Directors
Two years (2022 and 2023) Don G
One year (2022) Jay B 
 Lily C
 Amy C 
 Susan D 
 Malcolm M 
 Holly M

SWROGA Representatives 
One year Don M
Two years Ted B

Show Chair Jay B

Workshop Chair Randy J

October Meeting Memories

http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/membership.html
http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/membership.html
http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/membership.html


The Houston Happenings | November 2021 | Volume 51, Issue 11

Page 6

We asked HOS member Jay B several questions 
about his passion for growing orchids.

How and when did you become interested in 
growing orchids?

I’ve always liked growing plants, but before 
moving to Houston all I had was a large collection 
of house plants. I moved to Houston in 1996 and 
bought my first orchid at The Home Depot. I think 
it was a standard Cymbidium. It was in great bloom 
in the store! So I brought it home and put it on my 
outside porch because of course it was a tropical 
plant and could handle the Houston heat. Within a 
couple of weeks, the plant was beyond hope! Next, 
I bought a Phalaenopsis but left it out in the rain, 
and it was gone even faster than the Cymbidium! 
I thought I was a better plant grower than that, 
so I looked up “orchids” in the yellow pages and 
found an orchid nursery run by Julia and Charles 
Wilson. Julia introduced me to a huge range of 
orchids and gave me some valuable growing advice 
(such as “Don’t leave phals out in the rain!”). She 
also introduced me to HOS where I became a 
Newcomer and learned even more!

Tell us about your most exciting orchid moment.
After my first two orchid sacrifices and before I 

went to Julia’s greenhouse, I bought another orchid 

Orchid Q&A with Jay B from The Home Depot. It was one of those poor, 
sad little orchids in a mesh bag. It was a Cattleya 
and one of the last ones on the rack, so I brought it 
home and potted it up. I spritzed it every few days. 
When I saw the first new root coming out of it, I 
was on cloud nine!

What would you tell a person who is not an orchid 
grower about your passion for growing orchids?

So I’m a little nuts! Who cares! Life is too short 
not to grow orchids!

Blc. Anna Balmores ‘Lakeview’

C. aclandiae x Bc. hippodiama

Paph. henryianum
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Some folks in the judging community dismiss 
potentially capsule-bearing “female” Catasetum 
flowers, saying they are not awardable because they 
all look alike. I would like to know what you think.

Culture reminder: It is the season to decrease 
watering and fertilizer as the temperatures cool and 
leaves begin to fall. Keep lighting high. The more 
female flowers your plants produce the better your 
culture is. Enjoy the fruits of your labors. Enjoy my 
best female heifer, too!

Catgirls Get a Shout-out By Bill C
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On Sat, Dec 4, 2021, the Winter Short Course will be a hybrid  
In-Person/Zoom event in Baton Rouge.  
There will be sanctioned AOS judging and a sales table.  
We are pleased to host these speakers: 
Phil Spence (an Australian nurseryman) who will give a virtual pro-
gram on his trek to Papua New Guinea to collect orchids. 
Jim Davison, who is probably familiar to Texas members, will give 
a zoom program on Latouria Dendrobiums. 
Eron Borne is a premier Phragmipedium grower in our region and 
has received several awards. He will be in Baton Rouge and tell us 
about this fascinating genus and give a hands-on demonstration of 
their care.  
Several host societies are contributing to the speakers’ fees to allow 
their members to listen for free.  
Of course, we would love if you choose to attend in person!  
It will be at the Burden Gardens (right off I-10 Interstate) 
4560 Essen Lane, Baton Rouge, LA 70809 
There are several restaurants right up the street. We will come up 
with a place we can all eat together.  
The talks will be free to everyone whether listening through zoom or 
attending but we are asking that you register. This is to help us de-
termine the size of this event.  
Go to:  https://bros.wildapricot.org/event-4527884  
Register in the gray area on the left. (Again, there is no charge.)  
We will send out a reminder with more info on Nov 1.  
If you have questions, email Frank Z [lousid8@gmail.com]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baton Rouge to Hold Winter Short Course
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Paph. Conco-bellatulum ‘SVO’ 
AM/AOS x Paph. thaianum ‘Super 
Cute’ - Donna D

Ctsm. Incurvum  - Bill C Rlc. Midori Sato ‘Volcano Queen’ x 
Rlc. Sharon King ‘Volcano Queen’ 
- Steve & Marsha F

Image Guidelines
It takes a little time to prepare the images for the newsletter so we need your help. Here are some 
standards to follow to ensure your image makes it in the publication.  

Your image should be at least 1024 pixels wide. Smaller images will be too blurry to be used.  If 
in doubt, rotate your phone sideways (horizontal). Take your photo as close to the flower being 
photographed as possible, and make sure the flower is in focus.

Ensure that you are naming the image file following the guideline below before attaching it to your 
email. Basically it is the Plant Name + Owner First Name and Last Initial (see examples below).

Send any questions you may have before submitting to info@houstonorchidsociety.org.

Full Plant
Name

Example 1

-
(hyphen)

Owner’s First
Names and
Last Initial

Epc. Middleburg ‘Maj’ - Holly M.jpg

Full Plant
Name

Example 2

-
(hyphen)

Owner’s First
Names and
Last Initial

Paph. liemianum ‘October’ x Paph.
lemianum ‘MO’ - Steve & Marsh F.jpg

Click Here
to Submit Pictures to

share@houstonorchidsociety.org

mailto:info%40houstonorchidsociety.org?subject=
mailto:share%40houstonorchidsociety.org?subject=
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Bulb. cootesii x septemtrionale - 
Steve & Marsha F

Bulb. trigonosepalum ‘D & B Red’ 
- Steve & Marsha F

Vanda Bangkok Sunset - Steve & Marsha F

Vanda Green Light - Steve & Marsha F
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Perreiraara Tango Fire - Steve & 
Marsha F

Bulb. Eliazabeth Ann ‘Jean’ - Steve & Marsha F

Stellamizutaara Kelly ‘Lea’ - Steve 
& Marsha F

Rlc. Jimminey Cricket - Steve & 
Marsha F
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Blc. Oconee - Jay B

Acacaulis cyanea - Dave H

Encyclia kundergrabberi - Dave H

Laelia (Cattleya) perrinii coerula - 
Dave H

Phalaenopsis (Doritis) 
pulcherrima v marmorata -  
Dave H. Note: this variety is 
named for the atypical mottled 
foliage and not for flower color or 
morphology.
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Award winning 
orchid journalism 

for the 
serious
grower

The Orchid Digest is a 501(c)3 organization.

www.orchiddigest.org
US addresses: $39 per year

Addresses outside the US: $55 per year

Join online or mail check or credit card information in US funds only to:

Orchid Digest
PO Box 6966

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607-6966
Visa, Mastercard accepted. Please include your name as it appears on the card, 

card number and expiration date.  

Published 
quarterly in full 

color

Become a member of...

Cattleya labiate semi-alba - Dave H

Encyclia oncidiodes (dark clone) - 
Dave H
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What Does the OCA Do?
Orchid Conservation Alliance

The OCA is a 501(c)(3) corporation and a registered CA Seller of Travel # 2117150-40. 
www.orchidconservationalliance.org

We conserve orchids by buying orchid habitat. 

How can you help?

First we work with our tropical partners to locate sites with diverse, 
endemic, and rare orchids. Then we work with you, our funding 

partners, to raise the money to buy the orchid rich sites. Then we 
work again with our tropical partners to manage the reserves.

Join the OCA. Donate as much as you can; $350 buys an acre of 
land. Buy some of our merchandise. Take one of our Orchids in the 
Wild trips and see the orchids you have helped to protect.

Dracula Dracula Ventanas Ventanas

Dracula terborchii (L),         D. vampira (R)
Dracula Reserve, Ecuador

Dracula lemurella (L), Lepanthes sp. (R)
La Selva de Ventanas Reserve, Colombia

A Tour of the Huntington Orchid Collection
Brandon Tam 
Tuesday, November 9, 2021, 7:30 p.m. CDT
A Tour of the Huntington Orchid Collection with 
Brandon Tam. Register now.

AOS Webinar: Greenhouse Chat
Ron McHatton 
Wednesday, November 17, 2021, 7:30 p.m. 
CDT
Grow your knowledge and join AOS Education and 
Science Officer Ron McHatton for a fun-filled hour 
of orchid questions and answers. Send questions by 
November 15 to greenhousechat@aos.org. Register 
now.

American Orchid Society Webinars Scheduled in November

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8552342704846905104
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/721808909109933326
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/721808909109933326
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* We welcome guests at our virtual meetings. If you would like to receive an invitation to join a meeting, please send an 
email to info@houstonorchidsociety.org.

November 2021 Events

Day/Date Time Event Location Information

Thursday, November 4 7:30 p.m. Houston Orchid Society 
meeting (in person and 
online*)

First Christian Church, 
1601 Sunset Blvd., 
Houston, TX 77005

Meets first 
Thursday of the 
month

Saturday, November 13 11:00 a.m. Dallas Judging Center Garland Senior Activity 
Center, 600 W. Ave. A, 
Garland, TX 75040

Meets second 
Saturday of the 
month

Sunday, November 14 12:30 p.m. Alamo Judging Center San Antonio Botanical 
Gardens, Auld House, 
555 Funston Pl., San 
Antonio, TX

Meets first 
Sunday of the 
month (except 
this month)

Saturday, November 20 11:00 a.m. Houston Judging Center First Christian Church, 
1601 Sunset Blvd., 
Houston, TX 77005

Meets third 
Saturday of the 
month

Saturday, November 27 11:00 a.m. Louisiana Judging 
Center

West Side Regional 
Library, 5416 Provine Pl., 
Alexandria, LA

Meets fourth 
Saturday of the 
month

Save the Dates for These Future Events

Day/Date Time Event Location Information

Saturday, December 4, 
2021

TBD Baton Rouge Short 
Course

Details to come Details to come

Saturday, January 22, 
2022

TBD Tri-Center Judging 
Seminar

West Side Regional 
Library, 5416 Provine Pl., 
Alexandria, LA

Details to come

Friday–Sunday,  
January 28–30, 2022

TBD Alamo Orchid Society 
Show and Sale

San Antonio Botanical 
Gardens, Auld House, 
555 Funston Pl., San 
Antonio, TX

Details to come

Friday–Sunday,  
January 28–30, 2022

TBD Gulf Coast Orchid 
Society Show and Sale

Gautier Convention 
Center, 2012 Library Ln., 
Gautier, MS

Details to come

Friday–Sunday,  
March 25–27, 2022

TBD Calcasieu Orchid 
Society Show and Sale

Historic City Hall, 1001 
Ryan St., Lake Charles, 
LA 70601

Details to come

mailto:info%40houstonorchidsociety.org?subject=

