
A nonprofit organization established 
in 1945, HOS is a recipient of the American 
Orchid Society’s Distinguished Affiliated 
Societies Service award.

Inside this issue
Meeting Nov. 5 | 1
President’s Post | 1
Nominating Committee | 2
Membership Renewal | 3
Q&A with Stephen | 4
Orchid Auction | 6
Newcomers Report | 7
Neufeld Anniversary | 8
Stay-at-Home Orchids | 9
Calendar | 16

The Houston Happenings
November 2020 | Volume 50, Issue 7

November 5: ‘Mini-Catts— 
Delightful Cattleyas in Miniature’ By Sarah B

President’s Message By Bill C

On Thursday, November 5, 
Peter T. Lin will present a talk 
at our virtual HOS meeting on 
one of his favorite topics: Mini-
Catts, also known as miniature 

Cattleyas. Peter will share a 
fast-paced presentation on these 
charming orchids. The journey 
will begin with a review of the 
miniature species and early 

Hello all,
Not much to report this 

month, but I want you to know 
that our Houston Orchid Society 
(HOS) tile was put in place at 
the Vallarta Botanical Gardens 
Visitor Center. Thank you, 
Susan D, for designing the tile.

Our tile is mounted alongside 
other global orchid society tiles, 
mostly from Europe. 

This month we celebrate our 
75th year as a recognized Orchid 
Society.

We had good attendance 
at the October 1 virtual event 
discussing the Phalaenopsis 
genus by Harold Koopowitz. 
There were learnings on our 
side regarding technical issues, 
and we have addressed those 
concerns.

We are scheduled for our next 
virtual discussion on Mini-Catts 
with Peter Lin on Thursday, 
November 5.

continued on page 2

hybrids, and then will cover 
some of the relevant hybrids of 
today. He will also review how to 
grow these wonderful plants.

Peter started growing orchids 
more than 30 years ago but 
stopped due to school and a new 
career. About 14 years ago the 
orchid “bug” came back, and he 
is heavily involved once again. 
He is an accredited judge with 
the American Orchid Society 
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and a hybridizer of Mini-Catts. 
He enjoys meeting with other 
orchid enthusiasts and can often 
be found at orchid shows and 
societies around the country. He 
also has thousands of photos of 
his orchids on Flickr. You can 
view them at http://www.flickr.
com/photos/minicatt/collections/.

Peter’s website is www.
diamondorchids.com.

Due to limited growing 
space, Peter specializes in 
miniature orchids, both species 
and hybrids, and has received 
numerous AOS awards. His 
other orchid interests include 
Dendrobiums, Angraecoids and 
Neofinetias. He maintains a 
collection of a thousand or more 
orchids at his home in Southern 
California in three small 
greenhouses, as well as inside his 
home under fluorescent lights.

Koopowitz, from page 1

We welcome guests at our 
virtual meetings. If you would 
like to receive an invitation  
to join a meeting, please  
send an email to  
info@houstonorchidsociety.org.

2021 Nominating Committee 
Report By Don G

HOS Bylaws state that members in good standing shall vote on 
three persons to serve on the Nominating Committee in September. 
Fr. Ted B, Don G and Holly M were elected to serve in this capacity. 
The committee has done diligence, without prejudice, and presents 
the following slate of officers to serve for 2021 and beyond. The list 
will be published for two months, and in November, the membership 
votes to approve or dispute the slate as presented.

The Nominating Committee is grateful for all the cooperation 
received.

Officers for 2021
President Bill C  
VP Speakers Sarah B
VP Shows and Plant Table Brad M
VP Membership Steve F
Treasurer Winnie Y
Recording Secretary Donna D
Past President Rick H

Board of Directors
Two years (2021 and 2022) Lily C
 Amy C 
 Susan D  
 Malcolm M
One year (2021) Ted B 
 Don G
 Holly M

SWROGA Representatives 
One year Ted B
Two years Don M

Show Chair Jay B

Workshop Chair Dennis T

Peter will provide plants for 
this month’s opportunity table. 
There will be a nice selection 
of orchids, so be sure to buy 
your tickets!

Peter will take preorders 
for plants that he will bring 
to the meeting. There is a 
10% discount for preorders. 
Members can view his 
catalog on his website (www.
diamondorchids.com) and  
can order by phone at  
909-573-6751 or by email  
at lin.peterT@yahoo.com.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/minicatt/collections/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/minicatt/collections/
http://www.diamondorchids.com
http://www.diamondorchids.com
mailto:info%40houstonorchidsociety.org?subject=
http://www.diamondorchids.com
http://www.diamondorchids.com
mailto:lin.peterT%40yahoo.com?subject=
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It’s Not Too Early to Renew  
Your HOS Membership for 2021! By Marsha F

Have you thought about your 
2021 HOS membership?

Houston Orchid Society 
continues to make every effort 
to hold monthly meetings with 
guest speakers. Currently we are 
meeting online, but we intend 
to meet in person again when 
it has been deemed safe to do 
so. Please join us for our next 
online meeting on November 5 
at 7:30 p.m.

It is NOT too early to mail 
in your 2021 HOS annual 
membership dues. The annual 
dues are set by the Board of 
Directors and are due January 
1 of each year. According to 
the HOS Bylaws, if dues are 
not received by the February 
meeting, membership shall be 
considered terminated.

Since we are currently unable 
to meet in person, you may 
renew your HOS membership 
for 2021 by taking the following 
steps:

• Complete the membership 
information online at http://
www.houstonorchidsociety.
org/membership.html so 
that we have all your current 
information.

• Then, mail your check to 
Houston Orchid Society, 
Inc., P.O. Box 66325, 
Houston, TX 77266.

• Make your check payable 
to Houston Orchid Society. 
Dues for 2021 remain $30 
for a single membership or 
$45 for a family.

Be aware that if your 
membership has not been paid 
by March 1, the 2021 directory 
will not have your contact 
information, and you may not 
be included in the email list 
for the newsletter or other 
announcements.

Please take a few minutes to 
complete this vital task. Without 
you, Houston Orchid Society 
would not exist!

Stay well!

From the Editor By Donna D

I am echoing Bill C’s statement 
that there is not much to report 
this month—very few orchids 
in bloom and no mysterious 
Tolumnia disappearances to 
ponder. I did, however, move 
my home and home office to 
Magnolia, Texas, where my 
husband and I will welcome my 
86-year-old mother, Celeste, who 
will come from Alabama (finally) 
back to Texas to live with us. I 
inherited my love of plants from 
her and both grandmothers, and 
I am certain she will be directing 
the placement of all future 
plantings once she arrives.

We now have two-thirds acre 
(a greenhouse in my future?) 
that was nicely landscaped by the 
previous owner, so I will not be 
starting from scratch. We have 
TREES and a rock waterfall to 
enjoy in our backyard. I spent 
Sunday afternoon raking pine 
straw to mulch the flowerbeds 
and trying to understand the 
logic behind the 12-zone 
irrigation system.

I will continue to participate 
in HOS as a member and as 
editor of the newsletter. It gives 
me enormous pleasure to find 
beautiful orchid photos in my 
inbox every month.

Speaking of orchid photos, 
enjoy the Stay-at-Home orchids. 
I am still looking forward to the 
day when we can ooo-and-ahh in 
real time over the plant table. (I 
know, I have said it before, three 
times now, and I am still wishing 
for that day.)

http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/membership.html
http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/membership.html
http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/membership.html
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We asked HOS member 
Stephen M a dozen questions 
about his passion for growing 
orchids.

How and when did you become 
interested in growing orchids?

I have been a plant lover as 
long as I can remember. My 
mother worked for Joe Tenant at 
Campbell Fertilizer Co. He was 
a member of HOS. In addition 
to the everyday responsibilities 
of a secretary, she had to keep up 
with the inventory of his private 
orchid collection. He gave her 
a blooming Cattleya. She was 
not interested and gave it to 
me. I was about 15 years old at 
the time. The fragrance of the 
purple Cattleya and its beauty 
captivated me. 

Are you happy with your current 
growing conditions or growing 
space? Or is there something you 
would like to change?

I could always use more space.

What species or hybrid is your 
next planned acquisition?

I am always on the lookout for 
strange orchids.

Are you active in hybridizing or 
cloning?

I have two hybrids at the lab at 
the present time. 

Have any of your orchids won 
awards? If yes, were you ever 
disappointed or elated over a 
score given to your orchid?

 At the present time I have 
had 43 AOS awards. There is 
always room for disappointment 
at judging.

Orchid Q&A with Stephen M

How much time per week would 
you say you devote to caring for 
your orchids? Any tips for others 
on efficiencies?

Three or four hours almost 
every day.

If you had to evacuate and could 
take only three orchids from your 
collection, which three would 
you take? Why?

I would take the ones that 
have been awarded and named 
after my children.

What would you tell a person 
who is not an orchid grower 
about your passion for growing 
orchids?

Try it. You might like it.

Tell us about your most exciting 
orchid moment.

When I received my first AOS 
award. 

If the pandemic and economy 
were not an issue, is there 
an orchid destination on 
your bucket list? It could be 
somewhere you have never been 
or somewhere you enjoyed and 
would like to visit again.

Madagascar.

Ctsm. Jamie Lawson XOXO

Ctsm. Alexa

Ctsm. Melana Davison

continued on page 5
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Clowesia dodsoniana

Fdk. Midnight Lace

Do you collect other items 
related to orchids, such as 
artwork or special display items?

I keep all the AOS trophies 
that were awarded at orchid 
shows.

Is there anything else you’d like 
to tell our members?

Keep the faith.

Q&A, from page 4
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Annual Orchid Auction To Be Held November 7

We all need a pick-me-up to get us out of these depressing times. For the orchid addict, nothing is better than 
purchasing some new orchids for one’s collection.

The Houston Orchid Society and the Houston Judging Center are planning to hold the annual holiday orchid 
auction at First Christian Church on November 7 at 1 p.m., with a bad weather date of November 14.

We will have plants in spike and bloom from a commercial vendor. For the cognoscenti, we will have divisions 
of some classic orchids that are donated by the judges of the Houston Judging Center and Society members. 
We will provide photos of the divisions to entice you to bid.

Here are two, of many, that you will not be able to resist bidding on . . .

In this era of social isolation and public masking requirements, we plan to hold the auction outside in the 
church courtyard. 

We need volunteers to help set up the area before the event with the church staff, stage the plants with photos 
and paperwork, and hand out bid numbers. During the auction we will need several volunteers to spot bidders, 
record the winners and help close down the area. 

We also need a group of safety assurance individuals to make sure people are enjoying themselves but keeping 
safe.

Please let Bill C. know if you can help with the tasks above.

All attendees must wear masks and avoid close contact with each other. No exceptions. We are all responsible 
for our own health and those of all the other attendees.

See you at the auction!

C. violacea Bc. Remar’s Very Variable

mailto:wf.caldwell%40yahoo.com?subject=Orchid%20auction
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Bromeliad Society
Houston

meets on the
third Tuesday of each month

Visitors welcome

www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org

Texas Gulf Coast
Fern Society
meets on the

third Sunday of each month

Visitors welcome

www.tgcfernsoc.org

Although we have not held an 
in-person event since the onset 
of COVID-19, we recently 
completed two group orders of 
Bulbophyllums from Bill Thoms. 
We will shortly be organizing 
a follow-up Zoom teach-in 
with Don G and Jay B to learn 
more about Bulbophyllums and 
get questions answered, now 
that we have plants in hand. 
Hopefully these questions will 
be more “How do I keep my 
Bulbophyllum from growing out 
of the pot and over my other 
orchids?” and not so much “Why 
is my brand new Bulbophyllum 
dead already?”

HOS Newcomers Are Alive and Kicking! By Stephen G

The Group has also continued 
to pass out free plants to 
Newcomers in a responsible, 
socially distanced manner. 
Well, we did until they were 
all gone. A special thanks to 
Jay B and Stephen M for their 
kind donations this year. If you 
would like to contribute plants 
to Newcomers quarantining at 
home to keep their spirits up 
(or you would like to be publicly 
thanked in the HOS newsletter 
for your generosity), please reach 
out to Stephen G or Tim G, and 
we would be happy to collect 
them in a responsible, socially 
distanced manner.

Additionally, we are currently 
working on an HOS Newcomers’ 
group order to take advantage 
of the Sunset Valley Orchids 
sale currently underway. We 
have been very happy to receive 
feedback from Newcomers 
that they would like to support 
our orchid grower community 
in this difficult time. If other 
HOS members are currently 
contemplating a group order 
from a vendor, please reach out 
(to Stephen G or Tim G) if you 
would be willing to open it up 
to the Newcomers as well. We 
promise to keep it organized and 
painless and, more importantly, 
to share shipping costs.
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50th Wedding Anniversary of Judith & Loren N

HOS members Judith and Loren N celebrated their golden wedding anniversary on October 3 with the help of 
family, neighbors and Houston Orchid Society members. Fr. Ted B officiated at the renewal of their vows, then 
HOS members and others decorated their cars to conclude the festivities with a drive-by parade.

A boat full of orchids for the 
anniversary celebration

Basket of multiple orchids 
furnished by Carmela Orchids

Fr. Ted, Judith and Loren

Sally K on cello and daughter 
Sharon N on violin

Judith rows the orchid boat to 
shore

Judith and Loren cut the cake 
(without a knife)

Front walkway with the golden 
arch entrance
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Epidendrum spp - Soel O

Neof. falcata Cherry Blossom - 
Soel O

Rhynchobrassoleya Copper Queen 
‘Robin’ AOS/HCC 79 pts, awarded 
2-21-2015 - Malcolm M

Image Guidelines
It takes a little time to prepare the images for the newsletter so we need your help. Here are some 
standards to follow to ensure your image makes it in the publication.  

Your image should be at least 1024 pixels wide. Smaller images will be too blurry to be used.  If 
in doubt, rotate your phone sideways (horizontal). Take your photo as close to the flower being 
photographed as possible, and make sure the flower is in focus.

Ensure that you are naming the image file following the guideline below before attaching it to your 
email. Basically it is the Plant Name + Owner First Name and Last Initial (see examples below).

Send any questions you may have before submitting to info@houstonorchidsociety.org.

Full Plant
Name

Example 1

-
(hyphen)

Owner’s First
Names and
Last Initial

Epc. Middleburg ‘Maj’ - Holly M.jpg

Full Plant
Name

Example 2

-
(hyphen)

Owner’s First
Names and
Last Initial

Paph. liemianum ‘October’ x Paph.
lemianum ‘MO’ - Steve & Marsh F.jpg

Click Here
to Submit Pictures to

share@houstonorchidsociety.org

Phal. pulcherrina - Soel O

mailto:info%40houstonorchidsociety.org?subject=
mailto:share%40houstonorchidsociety.org?subject=
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Angraecum distichum - Brad M

Bulbophyllum mastersianum - 
Brad M

Oncidium Sharry Baby Sweet Fragrance - Brad M

Bulbophyllum medusae - Brad M
Phal heiroglyphica fma alba -  
Brad M
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Paphiopedilum henryanum -  
Brad M

Paphiopedilum Hilo Jewel -  
Brad M

Habenaria medusa - Brad M

Phal equestris var cyanochilus - Brad M
Ch. Hope Adair (C. intermedia x 
Ch. Cluster Fire) - Donna D
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Bulbophyllum sanguineo-
punctatum - Steve & Marsha F

C. Laura Newton ‘Blue Spots’ - 
Steve & Marsha F

Den. Emma White ‘Mutation’ - 
Steve & Marsha F

C. labiata ‘September Mist,’ AM/AOS - Don G

Clowesetum FT - Steve & 
Marsha F

Coelogyne pandurata - Steve & 
Marsha F

Dendrobium Edfran’s Gem - Steve 
& Marsha F

Rlc. Yen Corona ‘Green Genie’ - 
Steve & Marsha F
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Dendrobium No ID - Steve & 
Marsha F

Fredclarkeara After Dark 
‘Mystery’ x Catasetum Susan 
Fuchs ‘Burgundy Chips’ FCC 
AOS - Steve & Marsha F

V.  lawrenceae x V. Sasicha - Steve 
& Marsha F

Rlc.  Lemon Tree ‘Yellow Magic’ x 
Rlc. Orglade’s Seaspray - Steve & 
Marsha F

Oncidium Rosy Sunset ‘F’ - Steve & Marsha F

Habenaria Flamingo - Steve & 
Marsha F
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Perr. Tango Fire -Steve & 
Marsha F

Paph. haynaldianum x Paph. lowii 
half alba - Steve & Marsha F

Phrag. QF Naukana Kealoha - 
Steve & Marsha F 

Habenaria carnea ‘Byron’ AM - 
Steve & Marsha F

V. Green Light - Steve & Marsha F

Den. Enobi Purple ‘Splash’ 
AM-AOS (Den. Enobi Komachi x 
Den. Laguna Princess) - Judith N

Den. dearei - Judith N

Blc. Louise Capen ‘Lea’ - Judith N

Sanctuary orchids - Judith N
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Pot. Love Triangle ‘Yasuji 
Takasaki’ - Judith N

Angraecum eiclerianum - Dave H

Blc. Hsinying Sunbeam ‘#15’ - Judith N

Cattleya jenmanii alba – Dave H

Paphiopedilum helenae - Dave H



November 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

HOS meeting, 
7:30 pm 
(online)

HOS Annual 
Auction,  
1 pm, First 
Christian 
Church

Houston 
Judging Ctr 
(cancelled)

Newcomers 
Group 
(cancelled)

November 
newsletter 
content due
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Due to COVID-19 concerns, a majority of meetings and shows have been cancelled or postponed, as are 
monthly judgings. Announcements will be made when these events are rescheduled. We welcome guests 
at our virtual meetings. If you would like to receive an invitation to join a meeting, please send an email to 
info@houstonorchidsociety.org.

nivn eh At r s a5 ry7

Houston Orchid Society

AOS Greenhouse Chat (members only)
Ron McHatton 
Tuesday, November 10, 2020, 7:30 p.m. CDT
Grow your knowledge and join AOS Education 
and Science Officer, Ron McHatton, for a fun-
filled hour of orchid questions and answers. 
Send questions to greenhousechat@aos.org by 
November 7. Register now.

AOS Webinar:  
A Colombian Orchid Adventure 
(members only)
Ron Parsons 
Thursday, November 5, 2020, 7:30 p.m. CDT
Join Ron Parsons, renowned photographer, on his 
travels in Colombia. Register now.

mailto:info%40houstonorchidsociety.org?subject=
mailto:greenhousechat%40aos.org?subject=
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7096223165047145998
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4470970928361423631
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