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July 1: Sam Tsui of Orchid Inn To Speak on
Sequential Blooming Paphiopedilums By Sarah B
Sam Tsui was born and raised in
Hong Kong. He traveled to the
United States at the age of 22 to
attend Illinois State University,
graduating with a bachelor’s
degree in computer science and
a minor in accounting. He has
since completed his MBA. Sam
is now concentrating full time on
his orchid-growing business.

Sam met Jeanie Ting while
studying at the university. Jeanie
is also from Hong Kong, and
they were married in May 1983.
Sam began growing orchids
in the early 1980s. After trying
many types of orchids, he
became a serious Paphiopedilum
grower in 1985. In 1990,
he began hybridizing with
Paphiopedilums and
continues that work
today. As he became
more involved with
Paphiopedilums,
he started selling
commercially in 1995
as the Orchid Inn.
He grew orchids in
his basement and
greenhouses attached
to his house. As the
business grew, in

President’s Message By Bill C
Greetings All,
The days are long and hot so
my message for July is short.
We’ll continue with the online
meeting format for the July

monthly meeting. The church
said that the HOS will be able
to meet at the church on the 5th
of August. Looking forward to
seeing everyone then.

2004, he purchased six acres
of property and built his first
commercial 6,000-square-foot
greenhouse.
Currently, Sam makes more
than 300 crosses, produces 4,000
to 5,000 flasks, or approximately
100,000 seedlings, annually. In
the past 27 years, Sam has been
very active in the orchid world
by traveling to shows, promoting
sales and lecturing.
Sam currently fills orders
from around the world and
attends more than 20 orchid
shows/conferences a year. He
also presents approximately
25 Paphiopedilum programs/
lectures to orchid conferences,
societies and groups annually
in the U.S., Canada, Japan,
Australia and Europe. Over the
past 23 years, he has judged at
the Japan Grand Prix, the world’s
largest orchid show.
Hybridizing is Sam’s passion.
He emphasizes Paphiopedilum
species, Brachypetalum,
Parvisepalum and multifloral
hybrids. He only selects the
best, most vigorous parent plants

A nonprofit organization established
in 1945, HOS is a recipient of the American
Orchid Society’s Distinguished Affiliated
Societies Service award.

continued on page 2
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in his collection for breeding/
hybridizing. He continues to
improve his breeding stock by
selecting plants or flasks from
his fellow orchid growers that
he believes are outstanding
examples of their type.
As a result of Sam’s breeding
program, his orchids have been
honored with approximately
318 awards (as of July 2019)
from the American Orchid
Society, Cymbidium Society of
America and European Orchid
We welcome guests at our
virtual meetings. If you would
like to receive an invitation to
join a meeting, please send
an email to
info@houstonorchidsociety.org.

Congress. His most prestigious
awards include 17 First Class
Certificate (FCC/AOS) awards;
six Cultural awards, including a
93-point Certificate of Cultural
Excellence (CCE/AOS) award;
and seven breeder Award of
Quality (AQ/AOS) awards. All
these awards are from American
Orchid Society.
Two of Sam’s recent
Paphiopedilum rothschildianum
sibling crosses have been
awarded with two GM/DOG
and also the Grand Champion
at the Dresden International
Orchid Show in Germany, both
in March 2017. And another
Paphiopedilum charlesworthii
was awarded GM/DOG in
January 2018. Last but not least,
Sam did it again at the Dresden

All Houston Orchid Society Members Invited . . .

Tuesday, July 6, 7 p.m.

Presented on Zoom by Heart Of Texas Orchid Society
Guest Speaker: Sam Tsui of Orchid Inn, Ltd.
Topic: Multifloral Paphiopedilums
Please see Sam Tsui’s bio above.
Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88678964287
Passcode: 701425

International Orchid Show in
Germany March 2018 when one
of his Paphiopedilum lowii were
awarded with GM/DOG as well
as the Grand Champion.
Sam is offering HOS members
a 10% discount on orders from
Orchid Inn. The discount
expires July 7. The coupon
code is “10OFFHOS”
(that is, numeric 10, letters
OFFHOS).
Sam Tsui
Orchid Inn, Ltd.
18218 US Highway 150
Bloomington, IL 61705 USA
Tel/fax: 1-309-662-2386
www.orchidinnusa.com

Summer Workshop
Cancelled
The HOS Board of Directors
has decided to postpone the
Summer Workshop until 2022.
This difficult decision was made
considering complications with
speaker travel and availability,
issues with COVID safety, late
notice of the church availability
and concerns that a virtual
meeting may not promote the
HOS as favorably as we would
desire.

You can become
an AOS Judge!
For more information, watch
the webinar presented by
Jean Allen-Ikeson on the
AOS website: An introduction
to the wonderful world of
becoming an AOS judge.
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Houston Judging Center Judges 25 Orchids,
Grants Two Awards By Marilyn H
On June 19, Houston Judging
Center met at First Christian
Church. Twenty-five orchids
were brought in to be judged.
The display of orchids was
breathtaking.
Two HCC awards were
granted. Congratulations Laurie
and Sheila Skov and Derek
Lowenstein who won awards!
Sheila’s and Laurie’s
Aeridovanda Full Moon
‘Chawin’s Charm’ now holds
an HCC 78-point award. The
cross is Aer. Korat Koki x
Vanda Bangkhuntian Gold. The
orchid was adorned with 24 flat
tangerine flowers and three buds
on one inflorescence. The dorsal
sepal and petals were stippled
red with a darker orange lip
with suffused red interior. The
flower substance was firm and
the texture sparkled. It was a
beauty! Congratulations Sheila
and Laurie!

Paphiopedilum Joseito
‘Elaine’ earned an HCC
75. The parentage is Paph.
Nike’s Sunny Delight x Paph.
Pinocchio. The proud owner
is Derek Lowenstein. Joseito
carried one yellow flower and
two buds. The slightly cupped
dorsal was chartreuse centrally.
The synsepal was striped lime
green and darker at the tip. The
petal margins were ciliate. The
pouch was darker along the rim.
Congratulations Derek on your
cute Paph. Joseito’s award.
Thanks to everyone who
joined us for judging and
brought their beautiful orchids.
The flowers brightened our day
and gave the judges an enjoyable
time.
Please consider joining us on
July 17 at First Christian Church
for the next orchid judging.
Bring your orchids to show them
off and hopefully earn an award.

From the Editor By Donna D
I have been an HOS member
now since June 2019, so it is only
my second anniversary in the
company of some phenomenal
orchid growers and genuinely
friendly kindred spirits. I
express my gratitude to others
who welcomed me at the first
meeting I attended. I have
learned a lot, and I have learned
that there is so much to know
about this shared interest.
I am also very grateful this
month to Don G, who wrote, at
last minute, a great article about
the Gerber Award. I had heard

it mentioned often but did not
know the background. His article
is excellent and covers more than
the award.
My thanks go also to Jay B
who graciously sent a cultural tip
and photos to share with us.
I also extend thanks to Tom D,
who sent the unsolicited photo
collage of the orchids presented
for judging on June 19. A very
nice surprise to find it in my
email inbox in time for this issue.
All those who contribute help
make this newsletter interesting.
Please keep your ideas and
content coming.
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July is a regular business
meeting, which starts at 11 a.m.,
breaks for lunch, and finishes
after lunch. Judging follows
completion of the business
meeting. The deadline for
entering plants for judging is
11:30 a.m.
Help needed

The judging center needs at least
one clerk who enters the orchids
for judging. Two or three clerks
would be even better. It’s a great
way to learn more about orchids
and enjoy fellowship with other
orchid lovers.
Judges needed

It’s a fun process to learn how to
evaluate orchids. There are those
of you in HOS who have the
potential to become outstanding
judges. Your commitment to
orchidology, including growing
and exhibiting orchids, shows
your interest and commitment.
Are you eager to expand your
orchid knowledge? Do you
have a desire to learn? Can you
make independent judgements?
Hmm, sounds like you are ready
to consider orchid judging. Call
or email a couple of judges
and express your interest. Start
coming to the monthly judging
on the third Saturday of each
month. We are looking
for you. You will be
welcomed!
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Houston Judging Center June Awardees

Aeridovanda Full Moon
(Aerides Korat Koki x Vanda Bangkhuntian Gold), HCC 78
Presented by Laurie and Sheila Skov, Santa Fe, Texas
Photo by Malcolm McCorquodale. © 2021 Malcolm McCorquodale, Houston, Texas.
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Houston Judging Center June Awardees

Paphiopedilum Joseito
(Paph. Nike’s Sunny Delight x Paph. Pinocchio), HCC 75
Presented by Derek Lowenstein
Photo by Malcolm McCorquodale. © 2021 Malcolm McCorquodale, Houston, Texas.
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Presented and Selected for Judging By Tom D
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A Technique for Saving Rootless Divisions By Jay B
As we are repotting and dividing
our plants all of us are left with
pieces that have few or no roots.
One technique I have found to
establish roots on these prior
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to potting is to put them in an
empty plastic pot with just a
bit of used sphagnum moss in
the bottom. I keep a bucket of
“gently” used sphagnum moss
from my bulbo repotting just
for this purpose. The used
sphagnum holds more water than
fresh sphagnum does, and you
only need to keep it for at most a
couple of months.
Put the division in the pot
with the sphagnum where it will
get watered with all your other
plants and just wait. Front bulbs
like the one pictured will almost
always throw roots. Back bulb
success will depend on whether
there are any live “eyes” on the
division. I have found anything
above 50/50 is a good success
rate for back bulbs. But with
back bulbs, you have nothing to
lose by trying this! Give it a try!
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The AOS Renee and Marvin Gerber Award:
More than its History By Don G
• Bct. Remar’s Passion (Ctt. Ann Komine x
B. nodosa). Registered in 2004. No picture
available.
• Rcfta. Remar’s Delight (Rlc. Hunting Island
x B. nodosa). Registered in 2004. No picture
available.
• Rcfta. Remar’s Dream (Rlc. Gladys Oumae
x B. nodosa). Registered in 2004. No picture
available.
• Rcfta. Remar’s Happiness (Rlc. Chyong Guu
Caffinch x B. nodosa). Registered in 2011. No
picture available.
• Rcfta. Remar’s Wonder (Rlc. Bryce Canyon
x B. nodosa). Registered in 2000. No picture
available.
• Rby. Remar’s Adventure (Rlc. Toshie Aoki x
B. nodosa). Registered in 2005. Received an
HCC/AOS 78 pt, but not by the Gerbers in
2019.

Annual membership turnover of Houston Orchid
Society is 30%, so it’s fair to assume we have
members who didn’t know Marvin Gerber—or
Renee, his wife, who is still alive but seldom comes
to meetings. If you didn’t meet them, you missed
outstanding orchidists with a love for anything
orchids. Marvin and Renee shared some 155 AOS
awards, and more impressively, they registered
more than 29 hybrids created by them with the
RHS. Both Marvin and Renee were certified
judges for the AOS, and Marvin was elected
President of AOS in 1998. Renee, well, should you
have the chance to meet her, don’t pass it up. She
has amazing insight about orchids and a pleasant
way of engaging you in conversation about them.
I visited Marvin days before he passed, and his
last wish to me was to establish an AOS award that
recognizes Brassavola nodosa F-1 hybrids. The
AOS felt at the time that singling out B. nodosa
was too restrictive and approved any Brassavola
F-1 hybrid as eligible for the award. This included
pure Brassavola hybrids as one parent (for example,
B. Little Stars). That notwithstanding, here is the
qualifying language written in the AOS Judging
Handbook:
The Renee and Marvin Gerber Award is given
to the most outstanding example of a hybrid
using Brassavola as one parent. A plant may
be simultaneously eligible for the Masatoshi
Miyamoto Cattleya Alliance Award; however,
the plant may not win more than one of these
awards. The award was established in 2020
and endowed by donations to honor the work
of Renee and Marvin Gerber in hybridizing
with Brassavola.
Let’s talk a bit about the Gerbers’ work in
hybridizing. The Gerbers often used “Remar” as
their clonal name, standing for RE-nee and MARvin. Of their many registrations and awards, some
stand out as eligible to receive the R&M Gerber
Award. They are:
• Bc. Marvin Gerber (C. Gratrixiae x B. nodosa).
Registered in 1986. No picture available.
• Bc. Remar’s Sammy (C. Orglade’s Grand x
B. nodosa). Registered in 2012. No picture
available.

Photographer: Jorge Enrique Céspedes Trigueros
Author’s note: The lip and throat of this flower are
perfect examples of B. nodosa’s contribution toward
its progeny.
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• Jol. Remar’s Logan (Rct. Midnight Magenta x
B. nodosa). AM/AOS 80 pts. Awarded in 2006.
No picture available, unfortunately.
• Bc. Memoria Rose Gerber ‘Remar’(B. nodosa
x C. Lillian Wallace). Registered in 1991. AOS
Award No. 19911397. HCC 76 pts.

Two flowers and three buds on two inflorescences;
sepals and petals white, blushed pale lavender; lip
white, overlaid lavender, with linear fuchsia spots;
substance moderate; texture crystalline.

In light of such a low award rate, why did
the Gerbers focus on B. nodosa? There are at
least three main reasons. First, B. nodosa adds
temperature tolerance to its progeny, and in
Houston, we need all that tolerance we can get.
Second, it adds floriferousness to its progeny—
typically three to five flowers per inflorescence.
Third, and little known about B. nodosa, is that
its lip is spotted, and that spotting causes unique
color patterns in its progeny’s lip. Fourth, and not

scored by AOS judges, is its fragrance. It is called
the “Lady of the Night orchid” for that reason, and
the flowers emit their fragrance at night to attract
moths.
As an aside, you may have noticed that each time
I use the name of the species, I put it in italics.
This is taxonomical respect given to all species. And
note that species grex names are not capitalized.
Okay, quiz time: What is the plural of “grex”?
What is the plural of “genus”? Google them for the
answers.
Okay, enough about the Gerbers’ love affair with
B. nodosa. Let’s look at some other awards they
received. There are many—155 for the records.
Here are just a few.
• Rlc. Remar’s Micah ‘Remar’, AM/AOS 82 pts.
2006. (C. Jeweler’s Art x Rlc. Little Toshie)

Photographer: Theresa Riggs
Two flowers on one inflorescence; sepals and petals
light yellow, heavily suffused rose-pink distally,
lighter suffusion on sepals; petal margins ruffled,
slightly recurved; ruffled lip bright yellow, overlaid
intense rose-pink distally and marginally, dowiana
marks in throat, lip closed around column; column
white, lightly blushed light rose-pink distally, anther
cap white; substance firm; texture diamond dust;
sweet cinnamon fragrance.
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lavender, lateral lobes distally flushed lavender, throat
gold, striped purple under column, distal half purple;
column white; substance average; texture matte.

• C. Remar’s Joy ‘Remar’, HCC/AOS 76 pts.
2000. (C. Precious Stones x C. Landate)

• Rlc. Remar’s Elation ‘Remar’, HCC/AOS 75
pts. 2016.

Photographer: Charlotte Randolph
Two flowers on one inflorescence; sepals and petals
bronze gold, striped mahogany red with irregular
mahogany spots with red blotched between spots;
petal pattern accentuated by veins at margins; lip
midlobe and column intense dark magenta, side
lobe white, tipped dark magenta; substance heavy;
texture of sepals and petals matte, lip velvety; slightly
fragrant.

• C. Remar’s Mah Jongg Nan ‘Galveston’, HCC/
AOS 76 pts. 2008.

Photographer: David Gould
Two charming, round, full, golden yellow flowers on
one inflorescence; sepals random red spots on reverse;
lip golden yellow, midlobe notched, ruffled, overlaid
bright red apical half, side lobes interior overlaid
bright red; column white; substance medium, texture
crystalline.

This has been just a taste of Marvin and Renee’s
contribution to the world of orchids. I hope it helps
you understand how B. nodosa influences progeny,
good or bad.

Photographer: Jeanne Staser-Thompson
Four fairly flat flowers on two inflorescences; sepals
and petals lavender; lip yellow, entire ruffled margin
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Dendrobium jenkinsii - Dave H

Bc. Mary Dodson - Cristi C
Click Here
to Submit Pictures to
share@houstonorchidsociety.org

Image Guidelines

It takes a little time to prepare the images for the newsletter so we need your help. Here are some
standards to follow to ensure your image makes it in the publication.
Your image should be at least 1024 pixels wide. Smaller images will be too blurry to be used. If
in doubt, rotate your phone sideways (horizontal). Take your photo as close to the flower being
photographed as possible, and make sure the flower is in focus.
Ensure that you are naming the image file following the guideline below before attaching it to your
email. Basically it is the Plant Name + Owner First Name and Last Initial (see examples below).
Send any questions you may have before submitting to info@houstonorchidsociety.org.
Example 1
Full Plant
Name

(hyphen)

Owner’s First
Names and
Last Initial

Epc. Middleburg ‘Maj’ - Holly M.jpg

(hyphen)

Owner’s First
Names and
Last Initial

Paph. liemianum ‘October’ x Paph.
lemianum ‘MO’ - Steve & Marsh F.jpg

Example 2
Full Plant
Name
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Cattleya trianae concolor Dave H

Brassavola nodosa ‘Mas Mejor’ - Dave H

Orchid Conservation Alliance

What Does the OCA Do?

Encyclia alcapulcensis - Dave H

We conserve orchids by buying orchid habitat.
First we work with our tropical partners to locate sites with diverse,
endemic, and rare orchids. Then we work with you, our funding
partners, to raise the money to buy the orchid rich sites. Then we
work again with our tropical partners to manage the reserves.

Dracula

Dracula

Dracula terborchii (L),
D. vampira (R)
Dracula Reserve, Ecuador

Ventanas

Dracula lemurella (L),

Ventanas

Lepanthes sp. (R)

La Selva de Ventanas Reserve, Colombia

How can you help?
Join the OCA. Donate as much as you can; $350 buys an acre of
land. Buy some of our merchandise. Take one of our Orchids in the
Wild trips and see the orchids you have helped to protect.

Cattleya tigrine “Bill Marquitz” Dave H

The OCA is a 501(c)(3) corporation and a registered CA Seller of Travel # 2117150-40.

www.orchidconservationalliance.org
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Encyclia dressleri - Dave H

Phalaenopsis fimbriata - Dave H
Become a member of...

Catasetum pileatum ‘KG’s
Porcelain Doll’ - Steve &
Marsha F

Award winning
orchid journalism
for the

Published
quarterly in full
color

serious
grower

www.orchiddigest.org
US addresses: $39 per year
Addresses outside the US: $55 per year
Join online or mail check or credit card information in US funds only to:

Orchid Digest
PO Box 6966
Laguna Niguel, CA 92607-6966
Visa, Mastercard accepted. Please include your name as it appears on the card,
card number and expiration date.

Den aphyllum - Steve & Marsha F

The Orchid Digest is a 501(c)3 organization.
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Prominea rollisoniae - Dave H

Psychilis kraenzlinii - Dave H

Phalaenopsis sumatrana (syn. P
zebrina) - Dave H
Laelia (now Cattleya) purpurata v. carnea - Dave H

Bromeliad Society

Texas Gulf Coast

meets on the

meets on the

Fern Society

Houston

third Tuesday of each month

third Sunday of each month

Visitors welcome

Visitors welcome

www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org

www.tgcfernsoc.org
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

C. tenebrosa Aires - Jay B

C. purpurata flamea - Jay B

Bc. Yellow Bird - Steve &
Marsha F

Bulb. Sri Phuket and Phal. Sogo
Vivien ‘Leaf’s Edge’ - Steve &
Marsha F

C. tenebrosa ‘Don’ - Jay B
Page 15
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Ddc. filiforme - Steve & Marsha F

Bulb. grandiflorum - Steve & Marsha F

Cym. Kuranda ‘Aussie’ - Steve &
Marsha F
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Den. Unicum ‘Tangerine Tango’ x ‘Tangerine Jewel’ FCC AOS - Steve & Marsha F

Dendrobium crumenatum - Steve
& Marsha F

Gramm. Tiger’s Paw - Steve & Marsha F
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Liparis gibbosa - Steve &
Marsha F

Rhynchovola Jimminey Cricket - Steve & Marsha F

Mediocalcar Decoratum - Steve &
Marsha F

Grammatophyllum scriptum var.
citrinum - Steve & Marsha F

Paphiopedilum QF Ka’ehukai Steve & Marsha F
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Phalaenopsis Sogo Vivien ‘Leaf’s
Edge’ - Steve & Marsha F

Thrixspermum centipeda - Steve
& Marsha F
C. schroederae x
digbyana - Stacey P

Vanda flabellata x cristata - Steve
& Marsha F
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Den. amabile - Tan T
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July 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

2

HOS meeting,
7:30 pm
(online)

4

5

11

Friday

6

7

8

9

12

13

14

15

16

18

19

20

21

22

24/
31

25

26

27

28

Alamo
Judging Ctr,
12:30 pm,
911 Melissa
Dr, San
Antonio

TOC meeting,
7 pm (online)

25

Saturday

3

10

Dallas
Judging Ctr,
10:30 am,
Garland Sr
Activity Ctr

17

Houston
Judging Ctr,
11 am, First
Christian
Church

23

August
newsletter
content due

Louisiana
Judging
Ctr, 11 am,
Rapides
Parish Library
Westside,
Alexandria

29

30

We welcome guests at our virtual meetings. If you would like to receive an invitation to join a meeting,
please send an email to info@houstonorchidsociety.org.

AOS Webinar:
Greenhouse Chat

AOS Webinar: Cyrtochilum, a Little Gem
(members only)

Ron McHatton
Thursday, July 6, 2021, 7:30 p.m. CDT
Grow your knowledge and join AOS Education and
Science Officer Ron McHatton for a fun-filled hour
of orchid questions and answers. Send questions by
July 5 to greenhousechat@aos.org. Register now.

Leslie Ee
Thursday, July 15, 2021, 7:30 p.m. CDT
Join Leslie Ee as he discusses the wonderful little
gem Cyrtochilum. Leslie is an associate judge from
the Toronto Center and has toured the world for
orchids! Register now.
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