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January 7: An Orchid Journey  
to West Papua, New Guinea By Sarah B

President’s Message By Bill C

Lisa L is an orchid hobbyist 
from Houston. Her interest 
in orchids started with 
frequent stops at an orchid 
nursery called “Orchids and 
Ferns” located on Bellaire about 
20 years ago. After acquiring 
random orchids from big-box 
stores, local nurseries and mail 
orders, most of Lisa’s acquisitions 
have gone to a better place. 
But the experience provided 
much-needed learning and 
discipline, and a few remaining 
orchids started to survive and 
bloom. Lisa’s husband, Li, a 
hobbyist photographer, has 
photographed her blooming 
orchids year after year. 

 New Guinea, the second-
largest island in the world, is 
home to somewhere between 
3,500 and 4,000 species of 
orchids. Lisa and Li took a four-
week trip in July 2018, travelled 
through West Papua and 
explored a variety of habitats for 
birds and orchids.

Please join us at the virtual 
meeting on January 7 at 7:30 
p.m. to hear about their journey 
to West Papua.  

As we leave 2020 behind, which 
was really challenging on many 
fronts to say the least, and 
begin a new decade in 2021, I 
hope we can build on what we 
have experienced and learned. 

Resilience, innovation and 
adaptation come to my mind 
as innate defense mechanisms 
for people to thrive, and all 
are present to me as we close 

continued on page 2
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President’s Message, from page 1

We welcome guests at our 
virtual meetings. If you would 
like to receive an invitation  
to join a meeting, please  
send an email to  
info@houstonorchidsociety.org.

2020. We must reflect on all the 
positives that have happened 
as well. As I was going through 
photos looking for nice examples 
of stay-at-home orchids I saw 
many photos of wonderful and 
joyous events that happened in 
my life in 2020. 

As orchid enthusiasts, we 
can take solace in our interest 
in orchids during the social 
isolation and other events that 
have pulled on our social fabric. 
We are fortunate to have this 
outlet to prevent systemic 
boredom that I have observed. 
Speaking specifically as a plant 
society let me give several 
examples of how we have been 
resilient and have adapted to 
the new social paradigm. In 
April 2020 we began having 
online monthly meetings and 
board meetings as a substitute 
for in-person gatherings that 
would have been imprudent. 
HOS had its own online meeting 
software license already in 
place, and Tom D, the HOS IT 
expert, helped us transition to 
an online environment for the 
society very quickly. Granted, 
there have been growing pains 
for all, but I believe we have 
reached the other side of that 
tunnel until we can meet again 
in person. The HOS shared this 
online software license with the 
Houston Judging Center (HJC) 
so they could adapt to the new 
social paradigm as well. HOS 
hosted the HJC auction benefit 
event in person in the courtyard 

of the First Christian Church on 
an incredible Houston autumn 
day. It was wonderful to see 
our fellow members in person 
again, with all safeguards in 
place, bidding against each 
other for high-quality plants. It 
was immensely enjoyable even 
though I was outbid on several 
plants I wanted. 

Moving forward into 2021 let’s 
take the opportunity to expand 
our methods of reaching out 
to our society and community 
with the different media we now 
have in our toolbox and have 
become more familiar with in 
2020. I believe a hybridization 
of the different tools to expand 
our connection will be a great 
advancement of what we had in 
2019. I am hoping besides having 
a speaker give a presentation 
and committee reports we can 
expand the meeting to capture 
the other activities of our in-
person meetings.

We can meet in person safely 
from what science has learned 
in 2020 but must continuously 
ensure all safeguards are in 
place. We need to plan ahead 
for such time, so as a society 
we are not yet ready. I am 
thinking ahead to the time we 
have controlled or squelched 
the virus spread when we can 
meet in person again; however, 
planning will not stop there as 
we will continue to utilize online 
media to include members 
who are uncomfortable driving 
in the dark, are traveling or 
who live too far away to easily 
make the drive to the Thursday 
evening meetings. As we now 
have experience with online 
communications in the society, 
my goal is to implement that 

experience to provide an 
inclusive environment with this 
new hybrid—a method that 
will include all members in the 
monthly meetings and other 
gatherings both in person and 
virtual.

I addition we can use the 
online meeting option for the 
Newcomers Group meetings. 
Our software can be downloaded 
to mobile phones, which 
can be used for hosts to tour 
greenhouses online during the 
meetings. I also received an 
email today from Sunset Valley 
Orchids about a virtual open 
house. I’m going to contact Fred 
about the logistics to help us out.

As always I am looking for any 
suggestions from members who 
want to contribute ideas that 
will increase the benefits for our 
membership and help our society 
thrive.

Remember to renew your 
membership for 2021, and I 
encourage you to support the 
orchid vendors both local and 
afar.

Bill C, President

mailto:info%40houstonorchidsociety.org?subject=
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Calling All HOS Members Who Have Not Renewed: 
Please Renew Your HOS Membership for 2021! By Marsha F

NOW is the time to renew your 
2021 HOS annual membership. 
Dues for 2021 remain $30 for a 
single membership or $45 for a 
family.

The Houston Orchid Society 
continues to make every effort 
to hold monthly meetings with 
guest speakers. Currently we are 
meeting online, but we intend to 
meet in person when it has been 
deemed safe to do so.

Since we are currently unable 
to meet in person, please take 
the following steps to renew your 
HOS membership for 2021:

• Complete the membership 
information online at http://
www.houstonorchidsociety.
org/membership.html so 
that we have all your current 
information.

• Then, mail your check to 
Houston Orchid Society, 
Inc., P.O. Box 66325, 
Houston, TX 77266.

• Make your check payable to 
Houston Orchid Society, $30 
for a single membership or 
$45 for a family.

Beware: If your membership 
has not been paid by March 1, 
the 2021 directory will not 

include your contact information, 
and you may not be included in 
the email list for the newsletter 
or other announcements.

Without you, the Houston 
Orchid Society would not exist! 
Please take a few minutes to 
complete this task.

Stay well.
Marsha F., VP Membership

From the Editor By Donna D

I am still enjoying the task of 
compiling the monthly HOS 
newsletter, even if it winds up 
being a midnight task, as it has 
this month. Despite no big 
family to-do or complicated 
travel, December passed in a 
hurry. How in the world did 
we manage to get through the 
December frenzy before the 
pandemic restrictions that have 
kept us close to home?

Thank goodness for all the 
online opportunities to visit with 
family, friends and other HOS 
members. I am looking forward 
to Lisa’s recount of her New 
Guinea travels at the January 
meeting, especially since I had 

to cancel two big birding trips 
in 2020. And new to the virtual 
meetings will be a segment 
narrated by Brad M about the 
Stay-at-Home Orchids—almost 
like the plant table we enjoyed 
when we met in person.

I thank Steve F for his 
interesting Q&A on page 4. He 
reluctantly obliged but came 
through with flying colors (read, 
great photos). Who wants to be 
next? (Just send me an email.)

I hope we have a reliable 
vaccine soon and am still looking 
forward to the day when we can 
ooo-and-ahh in real time over 
the plant table. Until then, may 
all your orchids bring you joy.

Bromeliad Society
Houston

meets on the
third Tuesday of each month

Visitors welcome

www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org

Texas Gulf Coast
Fern Society
meets on the

third Sunday of each month

Visitors welcome

www.tgcfernsoc.org

http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/membership.html
http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/membership.html
http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/membership.html
mailto:donnad%40houstonorchidsociety.org?subject=Q%26A
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Orchid Q&A with Steve F
We asked HOS member Steve F 
a dozen questions about his 
passion for growing orchids.

How and when did you become 
interested in growing orchids?

Growing up, my parents and 
both my grandmothers all had 
fairly large flower gardens, but 
no orchids. Marsha and I always 
had a few flowering plants 
around but only the occasional 
orchid. One afternoon six or 
seven years ago we attended an 
introduction to orchids session 
at a local senior center hosted 
by John Stubbings from Clown 
Alley Orchids. We bought a few 
and became interested. We later 
purchased orchids from Stephen 
M., who suggested we come 
to the Houston Orchid Society 
meetings. The rest, as they say, is 
history.

Are you happy with your current 
growing conditions or growing 
space? Or is there something you 
would like to change?

I’m happy with my growing 
conditions and space. I think part 
of the attraction for me was/is 
adapting what others are doing 
to the conditions and space that 
I have to work with at my house. 
Every year I have changed or 
added something that I hope 
improves the space.

We grow the majority of 
our orchids outdoors during 
the summer. There are shade 
structures built under the palm 
trees. And we are blessed to have 
a long eastern exposure by the 
pool to utilize. 

Almost everything goes 
indoors through the winter 
months. We have several bright 
windows that quickly fill up. The 
majority inside are on shelves 

under lights and seem to do well. 
It takes a while to figure out 
what type of lights work best, 
how close to the lights you can 
position certain plants, how often 
to water, etc. I have cooked a 
few in the process. I found some 
great LED lights and have been 
converting a few shelves per 
year.

How much time per week would 
you say you devote to caring for 
your orchids? Any tips for others 
on efficiencies?

Way more time than anyone 
will volunteer to water when 
we’re away! 

In the winter months I guess 
I spend 2 to 3 hours per day. I 
found the watering schedule that 
works in my house allows me 
to water a percentage of plants 
each day. I get my “daily steps” 
walking orchids to the sink and 
back!

In the summer not nearly 
as much. I have automated 
the watering with a system of 
sprayers and a timer system. 
But thinking about it, I probably 
spend as much time in summer 
looking for pests as I do watering 
in the winter.

If you had to evacuate and could 
take only three orchids from your 
collection, which three would 
you take? Why?

I wouldn’t take any of them. 
Honestly, I think those suckers 
would survive until I return. I 
don’t have anything rare that 
can’t be replaced.

What species or hybrid is your 
next planned acquisition?

I have a few on my wish list. 
Tuberolabium kotoense is high 
on the list. Most of the others 
are species bulbos or paphs that 
I have dispatched to “Orchid 
Heaven” in the past.

Summer growing space with eastern exposure by the pool.

Winter growing space under lights.
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Are you active in hybridizing or cloning?
No, that isn’t something that I have been 

interested in pursuing. I don’t have the patience.

What is your biggest fear regarding your orchids?
Not a fear but a given. Since we grow outdoors 

I know it will be a daily battle against scale, snails, 
roaches and some kind of rot every summer. 
If there is a fear it is I didn’t get the little pests 
before I bring the plants in the house for the 
winter. 

If the pandemic and economy were not an issue, 
is there an orchid destination on your bucket list? 
It could be somewhere you have never been or 
somewhere you enjoyed and would like to visit 
again.

We really enjoy visiting the Hawaiian Islands. If 
the stars align, we will return in 2021, and we have 
reservations for next December. We have visited 
with several of the growers in past years, and many 
have been gracious enough to let us tour their 
facilities.

Have any of your orchids won awards? If yes, were 
you ever disappointed or elated over a score given 
to your orchid?

Only Class Awards at the annual HOS shows. 
Luckily I have had blooms on plants that only one 
or two were entered in the Class. Someone once 
told me that was surest way to win a ribbon. I 

Orchids growing in the window spaces.

Orchids growing under shade structures in the 
summer.
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bought an orchid in bud this year 
that the seller entered in a show 
on Maui prior to shipping. They 
sent me the orchid and the 2nd 
Place in Class ribbon. 

Do you collect other items 
related to orchids, such as 
artwork or special display items?

No, keeping up with the 
greenery fills up my time and 
available space.

What would you tell a person 
who is not an orchid grower 
about your passion for growing 
orchids?

As Stephen M. said, “Try it, 
you might like it.” If you’re lucky 
enough to like it, orchids can be 
a very rewarding hobby. For me 
that has been the journey from 
“No problem” to “I can’t grow 
these” to “Ah-ha, that’s how!” 
Once you figure out that orchids 
are like people, that no two of 
them want the same thing, then 
you begin to understand that if 
they don’t get what they want 
they sulk and throw tantrums. So 
watch what others are doing and 
adapt to the conditions in your 
growing area.

Tell us about your most exciting 
orchid moment.

Not exactly exciting, but 
a few years ago we hosted a 
Newcomers Meeting at our 
house. Each morning for several 
days after I would find four or 
five Catasetinae pseudobulbs 
destroyed because something 
had chewed them during the 
night. Never really caught the 
culprit! But for several days it 
was “looking for what was eaten 
last night.” I think 20 were 
chewed on in total. 

Is there anything else you’d like 
to tell our members?

If you are a member of HOS, 
please participate. I have learned 

more about how to be successful 
with orchids by talking to our 
members and watching what 
they do and what works for 
them. Do my flowers look as 
good as theirs? Not always, but 
I’m getting closer. 

At the very least, log in for 
the monthly meetings, and 
attend meetings when they are 
in person. Get your friends to 
join. When we are able to hold a 
show, please enter your orchids, 
help us set up and tear down, 

attend the show, and purchase 
from our vendors. 

Volunteer to be a committee 
chair, hold office, be on the 
board. Donate plants to the 
Newcomers Group, and host a 
Newcomers Group meeting. 

Organizations can only thrive 
when the members participate. 
You are missing a great 
opportunity to learn and meet 
some interesting folks if you 
don’t participate.
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

C. aclandiae ‘La Dolce Vita’ -  
Bill C

Image Guidelines
It takes a little time to prepare the images for the newsletter so we need your help. Here are some 
standards to follow to ensure your image makes it in the publication.  

Your image should be at least 1024 pixels wide. Smaller images will be too blurry to be used.  If 
in doubt, rotate your phone sideways (horizontal). Take your photo as close to the flower being 
photographed as possible, and make sure the flower is in focus.

Ensure that you are naming the image file following the guideline below before attaching it to your 
email. Basically it is the Plant Name + Owner First Name and Last Initial (see examples below).

Send any questions you may have before submitting to info@houstonorchidsociety.org.

Full Plant
Name

Example 1

-
(hyphen)

Owner’s First
Names and
Last Initial

Epc. Middleburg ‘Maj’ - Holly M.jpg

Full Plant
Name

Example 2

-
(hyphen)

Owner’s First
Names and
Last Initial

Paph. liemianum ‘October’ x Paph.
lemianum ‘MO’ - Steve & Marsh F.jpg

Click Here
to Submit Pictures to

share@houstonorchidsociety.org

C. coccinea (blooming in hot 
humid Houston) - Bill C

C. pygmea - Bill C

C. Batemania - Bill C

C. brevipedunculata “La Dolce 
Vita” (a frontiers individualist for 
full a line of red minicatts for our 
region, promise here) - Bill C

mailto:info%40houstonorchidsociety.org?subject=
mailto:share%40houstonorchidsociety.org?subject=
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Barkeria palmeri alba - Dave H

Paph. Hung Sheng Eagle -  
Bill C

Pot. Little Toshie ‘Gold Country’ 
AM/AOS - Bill C

Cattleya trianae ‘Cashen’s’ FCC/
AOS - Dave H

Cattleya trianae alba ‘Aranka 
Germanske’ FCC/AOS - Dave H

Cattleya trianae semi-alba 
pincelada - Dave H



The Houston Happenings | January 2021 | Volume 51, Issue 1

Page 9

Stay-at-Home Orchids

Encyclia fowliei - Dave H

Laelia anceps (La Reina HCC/
AOS x Tierra del Fuego AM/AOS) 
- Dave H

Laelia anceps Pink Perfection 
Strain - Dave H

Laelia anceps v disciplinata ‘Swirl’ 
- Dave H

Maxthompsonara Bryon Rinke ‘Elaine’ AM/AOS - Derek L

Brassocattleya Marg Putnam - 
Derek L



The Houston Happenings | January 2021 | Volume 51, Issue 1

Page 10

Stay-at-Home Orchids

Cattleya maxima - Derek L

Laelia anceps - Derek L

Laelia anceps var. veitchiana - 
Derek L

Rhyncholaeliocattleya George King ‘Serendipity’ - Derek L

Bc. Odom’s Majestic Peak - Don G Bc. Pastoral ‘Innocence’ - Don G
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Lc. Golf Green ‘Hair Pig’ - Don G

Pot. Willian Farrell ‘Native Son’ x Blc. Guess What ‘SVO’, AM/AOS - 
Don G

Blc. Saint Catherines Creek -  
Don G

Blc. Pink Empress ‘Bright Sun’ - 
Don G

C. Nancy Off ‘Linwood’ - Don G

Cattleytonia Jill Sidran - Don G
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

C. percivaliana - Don G

C. trianae - Don G

Clty. Pink Toy ‘SVO’, HCC/AOS - 
Don G

Pot. Lisa Taylor Gallis ‘Nora’ - 
Don G

Pot. San Damiano ‘Watermelon 
Gold’ - Don G

Slc. Circle of Life ‘Strawberry 
Moon’ x Pot. John Passander 
‘Goldilocks’ - Don G

Brassavola Little Stars (nodosa x 
subulifora) - Judith N

Paph spicerianum - Judith N

Paph Leeanum (spicerianum x 
insigne) - Judith N
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Paph Leeanum (Paph spicerianum x insigne) - Judith N

Den. Enobi ‘Splash’ (Enobi 
Komachi x Laguna Princess) - 
Judith N

Paph. haynaldianum - Steve & 
Marsha F

Max splendens ‘Natural 
World’ - Steve &  
Marsha F
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Paph. Wonderfully Wood - Richard J
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

V.  lawrenceae - Steve & Marsha F

Liparis viridiflora ‘Pololei’ - Steve & Marsha F



January 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24/31 25 26 27 28 29 30

HOS meeting, 
7:30 pm 
(online)

Houston 
Judging Ctr 
(cancelled)

Newcomers 
Group 
(cancelled)

February 
newsletter 
content due
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Due to COVID-19 concerns, a majority of meetings and shows have been cancelled or postponed, as are monthly 
judgings. Announcements will be made when these events are rescheduled. We welcome guests at our virtual meetings. 
If you would like to receive an invitation to join a meeting, please send an email to info@houstonorchidsociety.org.

AOS Greenhouse Chat
Ron McHatton 
Thursday, January 7, 2021, 7:30 p.m. CDT
Grow your knowledge and join AOS Education 
and Science Officer, Ron McHatton, for a fun-
filled hour of orchid questions and answers. 
Send questions to greenhousechat@aos.org by 
December 29. Register now.

AOS Webinar:  
Mounting Orchids (members only)
Michael Coronado 
Wednesday, January 13, 2021, 7:30 p.m. CDT
Mounting Orchids: Prepping, Care, and Best 
Practices. Register now.

mailto:info%40houstonorchidsociety.org?subject=
mailto:greenhousechat%40aos.org?subject=
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2135272882750326541
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4679609858306513675

