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Dick Graybill to Share Growing Experience
in Guatemala at February 4 Meeting By Sarah B
Houston Orchid Society will host
Dick Graybill at the Thursday,
February 4, virtual meeting
at 7:30 p.m. Dr. Graybill is a
retired academic physician who
specializes in infectious diseases.
In his final year of medical
school, he volunteered in a rural
hospital in Guatemala where a
priest introduced him to orchid
growing.

He brought a Maxillaria
variabilis back to the U.S. It was
kind enough to bloom before it
died and he was hooked!
Growing orchids in two
greenhouses in San Antonio was
a bit much: too much heat, too
much cold and too much time
required just to keep things alive.
He and his wife found a fantastic
solution — they bought a second

home in Antiqua, Guatemala,
where growing orchids is less
taxing and where Dick could
volunteer his medical services.
Dick will share information
about the plants he grows in
Guatemala. He says, “Some do
well in Texas and some do not,
but we do have a broader climate
range in Guatemala than in San
Antonio.”
We welcome guests at our
virtual meetings. If you would
like to receive an invitation
to join a meeting, please
send an email to
info@houstonorchidsociety.org.

President’s
Message By Bill C
Hello all. Not a lot going
on with the society this
month for me to mention in
a message, so check out the
other contributors’ articles and
photos. Enjoy! Looking forward
to meeting with everyone on
the 4th.

A nonprofit organization established
in 1945, HOS is a recipient of the American
Orchid Society’s Distinguished Affiliated
Societies Service award.
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HOS Show Committee Considers
Potential Events for 2021 By Holly M, Calvin S, Jay B
As many Houston Orchid Society
members know, our April 2020
Annual Show was cancelled
as the pandemic was getting
under way and we entered into
a strict social lockdown. We are
now considering what form our
events might take in 2021.
At this time, the committee
does not believe that putting on
a full show in April in the mall
is prudent. There are still too
many unknowns regarding risk
and member participation at
this time, and we need several
months of planning and logistics
to stage a reasonable event. That
said, we fully realize that an
orchid show is an important part
of our hobby and our society, not
to mention an important source
of income for local vendors.
Our recommendation for
2021, therefore, is to postpone
our show until the summer at
the earliest. As we move into
spring and can gauge the success
of the vaccination campaign and
the willingness of members and
vendors to participate, we will
propose a new show date. Mall
staff have expressed a willingness
to work with us on a revised date.
Delaying will also allow traffic in
the mall to grow. We might also
coordinate with the Galveston
Orchid Society if there is mutual
interest.
We expect that the 2021
show, when held, will be scaled
down to local vendors only with
only one or two floor exhibits
(no individual table tops), no
judging, no trophies and no kids’
table. While this will allow us
to minimize costs, work effort
and risks, we can still put on

an event where we can get our
group together, provide outreach
to the public and potential new
members, and allow our local
vendors the opportunity to sell
(and us to buy!).
In the absence of the April
show, we will also consider
staging a second auction/sale in

the church courtyard, possibly
with bring your own lunch. This
would raise additional funds for
HOS and allow us to see each
other in person!
Stay tuned for further
developments about the show
and an auction/sale.

And Consider This:
Two Virtual Meetings per Month!
What is the possible benefit of our relegation to virtual only
meetings? Two programs a month! Houston Orchid Society members
will be pleased to learn the Texas Orchid Circuit is back at work.
We are negotiating with orchid vendors and will be sharing speakers
during the coming months.
Beginning in March 2021 (as it is currently configured) HOS will
have a speaker at our regular first Thursday night time slot, and the
other clubs in the circuit will share another virtual talk by the same
speaker on the Tuesday closest in that month. These dates will be
published, and HOS members are welcome to attend the other
virtual meetings, too. See below for your invitation and connection
information to the February Texas Orchid Circuit speaker.
All Houston Orchid Society Members Invited . . .

HOTOS Meeting, Tuesday, February 2, 7 p.m.
Guest Speakers Jim & Melana Davison
on Brazilian Cattleyas

“The Four Horsemen” presentation, Jim’s favorite, showcases
the diversity and culture of four extraordinary Brazilian
Cattleya species — schilleriana, walkeriana, aclandiae and
nobilior. Highly collectible and extensively used in modern
breeding programs. Zoom or call into the meeting to learn
about these captivating species.
Join Zoom Meeting
Call-in Number: +1 (669) 900 6833
Meeting ID:
995 5871 2420
Meeting URL: https://swca.zoom.us/j/99558712420
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Thanking Members Who Have Renewed;
Reminding Those Who Have Not By Steve F
We are now at about the 50%
mark for HOS members who
have renewed for 2021, and
we very much appreciate the
support. If you have not renewed
your membership, please
recognize that Houston Orchid
Society, despite the pandemic,
is making every effort to hold
virtual meetings by engaging
interesting guest speakers. We
are planning other activities, as
we can, so that the membership
can continue to connect around
our common interest in growing
orchids. We will resume inperson meetings when it has
been deemed safe to do so.
Please consider renewing
your HOS membership as
soon as possible. Dues for
2021 remain $30 for a single
membership or $45 for a
family.

Since we are currently unable
to meet in person, please take
the following steps to renew your
HOS membership for 2021:
• Complete the membership
information online at http://
www.houstonorchidsociety.
org/membership.html so
that we have all your current
information.
• Then, mail your check to
Houston Orchid Society,
Inc., P.O. Box 66325,
Houston, TX 77266.

• Make your check payable to
Houston Orchid Society, $30
for a single membership or
$45 for a family.
If your membership has not
been paid by March 1, the 2021
directory will not include your
contact information, and you
may not be included in the email
list for the newsletter or other
announcements.
The Houston Orchid Society
relies on memberships to exist!
Please take a few minutes to
complete this task, and stay well.

From the Editor By Donna D
It is almost spring, and I am
hoping my heat- and sun-starved
Cattleyas can hold on for just a
little longer as I move them in
and out of my garage depending
on temperatures.
This month, I enjoyed
learning from Bill C how he
began growing orchids as a
young teenager. Please see
the Q&A with Bill that begins
on page 4. You will notice a

predominant theme — the color
red — in his orchid collection.
Derek L wrote a great piece
for Orchids magazine, which he
shared with us, too. See page 7
to learn about his number one
tip for pest control.
I hope we get to meet again
soon with blossoms in hand.
Until then, may all your orchids
be companionable companions.

Bromeliad Society

Texas Gulf Coast

meets on the

meets on the

Fern Society

Houston

third Tuesday of each month

third Sunday of each month

Visitors welcome

Visitors welcome

www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org

www.tgcfernsoc.org
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Orchid Q&A with Bill C
We asked HOS member
and president Bill C a dozen
questions about his passion for
growing orchids.
How and when did you become
interested in growing orchids?
I was 13 years old when I
entered some tulips in my mom’s
garden club show. The tulips
received an award and caught
the eye of some other members,
who happened to be members
of Houston Orchid Society. They
suggested to my mother that I
should be introduced to orchids.
We went to May & Craigs
Orchids, where I selected my
first orchid, Rhyncholaelia glauca
as my Christmas present.
I attended HOS meetings
when I was a teenager, where
I met several friends and great
teachers of orchids. In 1975,
I bought a Rhyncholaelia
digbyana, which is still alive
today. It was collected from
the wild, so the plant could
potentially be a century old now.
It’s still one of my top favorites.

Maybe I spend five hours a
week but obviously not enough.
For instance I have some plants
with three pseudobulbs walking
out of the pot.
I tend to overwater so to
compensate I use a fast-draining

Brassocatanthe Marlene Caldwell

Are you happy with your current
growing conditions or growing
space? Or is there something you
would like to change?
No, not really. Neither my
growing conditions and space are
ideal for warm-growing tropical
orchids, but it works for me. I
grow everything outdoors most
of the year. In the winter I store
them in a nursery building on my
farm under LED lights or in an
agricultural tent with an electric
space heater.
How much time per week would
you say you devote to caring for
your orchids? Any tips for others
on efficiencies?

C. tenebrosa x C. sanguiloba
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inorganic media composed
of Perlite and charcoal to
minimize root rot. I use plastic,
clay and baskets. Largely my
“Sophronitis” collection is
mounted, and Cattleya aclandiae
collection is grown in baskets.
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Cattleya ‘Pink Diamond’

Rhyncholaelia digbyana f. fimbripetala
Cattleya cernua

If you had to evacuate and could
take only three orchids from your
collection, which three would
you take? Why?
I always share my favorites
with others for fear of losing
them entirely for whatever
reason, so most are in safe hands.
However, I would take my
Rhyncholaelia digbyana
fimbripetala, a Cattleya
aclandiae, and the Clowesetum
Lou Lodyga ‘Andrew Caldwell.’
What species or hybrid is your
next planned acquisition?
I like the red mini-catts and
the species Sophronitis pygmaea.
Most likely it will be one of
those.
Are you active in hybridizing or
cloning?
No, not currently.
Above: Cattleya William Caldwell 2. Inset: Cattleya William
Caldwell 1
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What is your biggest fear
regarding your orchids?
It’s with a collection that
gets overwhelmingly large and
implodes due to insufficient care.
If the pandemic and economy
were not an issue, is there
an orchid destination on
your bucket list? It could be
somewhere you have never been

C. Juvenilis (C. perrinii x C.
pumila)

Prosthechea (Euchile) mariae

or somewhere you enjoyed and
would like to visit again.
Life is too short to repeat even
great destinations that I have
been to already, so probably the
Indonesian archipelago.

Cleisostoma scolopendrifolium

Have any of your orchids won
awards? If yes, were you ever
disappointed or elated over a
score given to your orchid?
Yes, four of my plants have
received AOS awards. I am
content with the scores that
the plants received without any
disappointments.
Do you collect other items
related to orchids, such as
artwork or special display items?
No, I do not.

Cattleya Cornelia ‘Kalapana’
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What would you tell a person
who is not an orchid grower
about your passion for growing
orchids?
My passion and excitement of
growing orchids is seeing the first
blooming of a seedling; however,
the real thrill for me with
orchids and other plants is the
exploration and discovery of new
forms, populations and habitats
not yet found.
Tell us about your most exciting
orchid moment.
The most exciting orchid
moment was on my trip to the
Yucatan at 16 years old when
I rescued my first orchid,
Brassavola nodosa, on a cut
down tree.
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How NOT to Grow Healthy,
Happy Scale and Mealybugs By Derek L
Reprinted with permission from
Orchids magazine, January 2021
issue, published by American Orchid
Society

In the June 2020 issue of
Orchids, Deborah DillonTownes wrote a wonderful
tongue-in-cheek article about
successfully propagating orchid
pests and destroying your orchid
collection. Sooner or later, every
orchid grower is inevitably faced
with dealing with destructive
insect pests. Control usually
consists of a continuing regimen
utilizing a host of hazardous
chemicals. If only there were a
way to eliminate this risky and
tedious process.
Insects may mutate to become
resistant to various insecticides.
That is why the rule-of-thumb
is to vary the types of chemical
insecticides used. Suffocants
such as various oils overcome
this problem. But insecticides do
not necessarily harm the eggs in
the potting material, so when the
next generation of eggs hatch,
the problem can rapidly get
out of control. The application
of insect growth regulators
prevents the target insect, in
both the potting medium and
on the plant, from maturing
into an adult. All these chemical
solutions are environmentally
unfriendly as well as detrimental
to human health. Spraying them
in the home is to be avoided.
Most are known carcinogens that
require great care when applying
them to your plants, and many
are quite expensive.
Having grown orchids for
30+ years in four different
environments ranging from

A brown anole in the author’s greenhouse.

Long Island, New York, to
Houston, Texas, I serendipitously
discovered a nontoxic solution
to “eliminate” the unwanted
houseguests. Six years ago, my
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wife and I moved to Houston
along with a golden retriever
and 200 orchids. Unfortunately,
after the record Houston floods
of 2015 and 2016 we were
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convinced to move to higher
ground and moved ourselves into
a new home and the orchids into
a newly built 12 × 16 foot (3.7
× 4.9 m) greenhouse. During
daily inspections and watering, I
noticed that the greenhouse had
acquired a small population of
shy and inquisitive four-legged
lizard inhabitants. They moved
in during the Houston winter
of 2017, which passes for early
summer in New York, and they
have not left since, as the habitat
appears to suit them well. The
greenhouse never drops below
56°F (13°C) and maintains
a relative humidity of 60–90
percent. Because it does get
colder for a few days each year,
a small electric heater takes the
chill out.
The lizards are green anoles
(Anolis carolinensis) and the
brown or Bahamian anoles
(Anolis sagrei), a species invasive
to the United States. The green
anole is an arboreal lizard native
to the southeastern United
States and west to Texas. It has
been introduced to Hawaii and
southern California. The brown
or Bahamian anole is native to
Cuba and the Bahamas and has
been introduced to the United
States, other Caribbean islands
and Taiwan. It has forced the
green anole to move to the
treetops, while the brown anole
inhabits the ground. Both species
live in my greenhouse with
Anolis sagrei being dominant.

The anoles are ubiquitous on our
property and seem to have also
decimated the local mosquito
population.
The point of this long-winded
story is that no chemicals or
suffocants have been necessary
for the past two years. There is
no evidence of the ubiquitous
scale, mealybugs or other
invasive pests. Ants and snails are
kept in check as they wander in
from the garden to inhabit the
orchid collection. The “no-see’em” flying bugs are practically
nonexistent.
The bottom line is that the
insecticide sprayer has been

retired, and I now have quite a
collection of unused bottles of
chemicals sitting on a garage
shelf. With anoles on the prowl
you may have to forego the
pests, accept healthy plants
and purchase orchids to only
expand your collection and not to
replace the insect-riddled dead
or dying.
— Derek L, PhD, a retired physicist,
has been growing orchids for over 30
years on windowsill, under lights and
in greenhouse environments. He is an
AOS accredited judge in the Houston
judging center, past vice-president of
the Suffolk Orchid Society (NY) and
past president of the Houston Orchid
Society (email).

Become a member of...

Award winning
orchid journalism
for the

Published
quarterly in full
color

serious
grower

www.orchiddigest.org
US addresses: $39 per year
Addresses outside the US: $55 per year
Join online or mail check or credit card information in US funds only to:

Orchid Digest
PO Box 6966
Laguna Niguel, CA 92607-6966
Visa, Mastercard accepted. Please include your name as it appears on the card,
card number and expiration date.
The Orchid Digest is a 501(c)3 organization.
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Angraecun Crestwood - Derek L
Click Here
to Submit Pictures to
share@houstonorchidsociety.org

Encyclia incumbens - Dave H

Image Guidelines

It takes a little time to prepare the images for the newsletter so we need your help. Here are some
standards to follow to ensure your image makes it in the publication.
Your image should be at least 1024 pixels wide. Smaller images will be too blurry to be used. If
in doubt, rotate your phone sideways (horizontal). Take your photo as close to the flower being
photographed as possible, and make sure the flower is in focus.
Ensure that you are naming the image file following the guideline below before attaching it to your
email. Basically it is the Plant Name + Owner First Name and Last Initial (see examples below).
Send any questions you may have before submitting to info@houstonorchidsociety.org.
Example 1
Full Plant
Name

(hyphen)

Owner’s First
Names and
Last Initial

Epc. Middleburg ‘Maj’ - Holly M.jpg

(hyphen)

Owner’s First
Names and
Last Initial

Paph. liemianum ‘October’ x Paph.
lemianum ‘MO’ - Steve & Marsh F.jpg

Example 2
Full Plant
Name
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Rct. Marie Caldwell’ Eric
Hemphill’ AM/AOS - Derek L

Rlc. Legendary - Derek L
C. Tropical Pointer ‘Cheetah’
HCC/AOS - Derek L

Rhynchostyllis gigantea - Derek L

Paph. Calvert Sunrise - Derek L
Page 10
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Paph. Lazaro Lopez ‘Elaine’
AM/AOS - Derek L

Blc. George Herbert Walker Bush ‘Waldor,’ AM/AOS - Don G

C. Horace ‘Maxima,’ AM/AOS Don G

C. Betty Ford ‘York,’ AM/AOS Don G
C. lueddemanniana - Don G

C. Tokyo Magic x C. Tangerine
Imp - Don G
Page 11
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

C. trianae ‘Cashen’s,’ FCC/AOS Don G

Bulb. Hsinying Grand-arfa - Don G

Paph. Carolyn Butcher - Don G

Epi. Pacific Contrast - Don G
Paph. Gold Dollar - Don G
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Blc. Blanche Aisaka - Don G
Paph. Michael Koopowitz Don G

Phal.
amabilis Don G

Lc. Esbetts Clown ‘791’ - Don G
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Rlc. Hawaiian Agenda ‘Florida
Winter’ - Don G

Sc. Mami Akatsuka ‘Volcano Queen,’ HCC/AOS - Don G

Den. Australian Robbie McInnes Donna D

Brassia (NOID) - Donna D
Paph. Shun Fa Golden - Jay B
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Lc. Luminosa - Jay B

Bc. Pastoral Innocence - Ken W

Ctt. Japanese Beauty ‘Sakura’ Ken W

Bc. Yellow Bird - Ken W

Rhynchorides Bangkok Sunset - Ken W
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Blc. Momilani Rainbow ‘Waldor’
- Ken W

Onc. Wilsonara Tigersette ‘Wild Court’ - Ken W

Bulb. lilacium - Steve & Marsha F

Pot. Linda Vee (a guess by Fred Clarke, was supposed to be blue
leopoldii x C. gaudii) - Steve & Marsha F
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Paph. Millmanii - Steve &
Marsha F
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Ddc. bicallosum - Steve &
Marsha F

Ddc. yuccifolium - Steve &
Marsha F
Den. Bridal Red ‘Celebration’ - Steve & Marsha F

Max. densa
- Steve &
Marsha F

Liparis grossa - Steve & Marsha F
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February 2021
Sunday

Monday

1

Tuesday

Wednesday

2

3

HOTOS
meeting
(see p. 2),
7 pm (virtual)

Thursday

Saturday

4

5

6

12

13

HOS meeting,
7:30 pm
(virtual)

7

8

9

10

11

14

15

16

17

18

21

22

23

24

25

Newcomers
Group
(cancelled)

Friday

19

20

March
newsletter
content due

Houston
Judging Ctr
(cancelled)

26

27

28

Due to COVID-19 concerns, a majority of meetings and shows have been cancelled or postponed, as are
monthly judgings. Announcements will be made when these events are rescheduled. We welcome guests at
our virtual meetings. If you would like to receive an invitation to join a meeting, please send an email to info@
houstonorchidsociety.org.

AOS Speakers Day

Five Experts
Saturday, February 6, 2021, 10 a.m. CST
How to rid ourselves of the winter doldrums! How
about an orchid culture day? The AOS is excited about
holding our first online orchid “speakers” day, which will
be all about orchid culture.
Registration is $30 online.
For a list of topics/speakers and to register, click here.
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