
A nonprofit organization established 
in 1945, HOS is a recipient of the American 
Orchid Society’s Distinguished Affiliated 
Societies Service award.
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Houston Orchid Society 2022— 
Historical Opportunities! By Sarah B

Hello, everyone, I am Sarah 
Bentley, the incoming President 
of Houston Orchid Society. 
I’ve been a member since 
before the turn of this century. 
I purchased my first orchid at a 
HOS fundraising yard sale in the 
Montrose area about 1995. It 
was a Cattleya. Stephen Moffitt 
promised me it would have a big 
bloom. I’m still collecting Catts 
and appreciating big blooms.

Stephen was sharing the sales 
duties that day with Joe Fields, 
who was an awesome grower. 
He and his wife, Dolores, were 
major players in the doings of 
HOS in those days. Several 

other couples participated 
in all aspects of 

the club during 

those years. Melba and Jim 
Butler and hybridizers Renee 
and Marvin Gerber (of ReMar 
fame) were at almost every 
meeting. Many other folks 
took part in every meeting, and 
their spouses would come in to 
assist at special events such as 
the Annual Orchid Show and 
Sale and the August Workshop. 
Members graciously opened 
their homes and greenhouses to 
the Newcomer’s group. 

Newcomer’s Group and later, 
the Intermediate Grower’s extra 
meetings were a big draw to 
the membership. In the coming 
year I intend to resume these 
gatherings. New protocols may 
be in order as a response to the 
pandemic. 

I’m thinking back on all the 
orchid enthusiasts who 
made things happen 
for the club and who 

participated 
in almost 

every 
monthly 

meeting 
or supported the 

monthly judgings and the annual 
workshops and shows. Many 
people chaired committees to 
provide extra benefits such as the 
plant table and silent auction and 
raffle table. Not one event was 
the act of a single person. 

Looking forward, I am excited 
to be representing you all as 
President in 2022. Our incoming 
VP of Speakers, Stephen 
Gallagher, is planning interesting 
programs, and we are all working 
to get back on track after our 
forced inactivity of the past two 
years. Anyone who purchases 
a raffle ticket or supports our 
speaker by purchasing plants 
or simply comes to enjoy the 
presentation and attendant 
events is important to HOS. 

At the December 2 
meeting, the program includes 
opportunities to get new plants 
through the auction and the 
installation of officers. I hope you 
will feel welcome and find a way 
to enhance your life and that of 
the club by continuing to be an 
active and supportive member of 
Houston Orchid Society.
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President’s Message By Bill C

Greetings all,
What a couple of years it has 

been as the leader of Houston 
Orchid Society! I hope my 
service has promoted the 
advocacy of orchids, the well-

being of our members, and an 
enjoyable social experience 
for all members. I hope I have 
served the Society well. 

I am looking forward to 
our holiday gathering on 

December 2 and will be passing 
the baton to Sarah for a great 
2022 and beyond.

Best wishes and happy 
holidays.

Thanks to those who have 
renewed their HOS Membership 
for 2022.

If you have not renewed, 
please take a few minutes to 
renew your HOS membership 
prior to January 1, 2022. 
Individual membership is $30, 
and a family membership is $45.

If you wish to pay with a 
credit card, we have recently 

On November 4, HOS member 
Bill Bartlett, along with several 
other donors, was honored at a 
special luncheon at Sam Houston 
State University in Huntsville, 
Texas. All honorees were donors 
to the newly completed Dana 
G. Hoyt Fine Arts Building on 

added a link to the online 
membership form, so you are 
now able pay your membership 
dues online. Please complete 
the membership information at 
http://www.houstonorchidsociety.
org/membership.html so that 
we have all your current contact 
information for the directory.

If you prefer, you may mail 
your check or money orders 

campus and enjoyed a tour of 
the facility. Bill’s love of growing 
beautiful plants led him to 
designate his donation to the 
construction of the adjacent 
Sculpture Garden that bears his 
name.

As a 1955 graduate of Sam 
Houston, Bill has always 
supported the university. In 
addition to his donation for 
the Sculpture Garden, he has 
made annual donations to the 
vocal music department. And 
as a special “thank you,” Bill 
was treated to a private vocal 
concert performed by three very 
talented students. He said it was 
a complete surprise, which he 
thoroughly enjoyed, and said 
he was amazed at the youth and 
talent of the singers.

Your 2022 Membership By Steve F, VP – Membership

Bill Bartlett Honored at SHSU

to HOS at P.O. Box 66325, 
Houston, TX 77266, as indicated 
on the website. Please include 
a note to verify that the 2021 
Member Directory has your 
correct contact information or 
indicate any changes.

The Houston Orchid Society 
appreciates your support! 

Best wishes for the holidays!

Save the Date!
Please save the date next 
year for our first in-person 
orchid show since 2019! 
Next year’s show will be 
Saturday, May 7, and 
Sunday, May 8, with setup 
beginning on Thursday, 
May 5, in place of our 
regular monthly meeting 
and continuing through 
Friday, May 6. The show 
will be held at Memorial 
City Mall. Stay tuned for 
more information as the 
date nears.

http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/membership.html
http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/membership.html
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HJC Bestows Awards in Oct. and Nov. By Fr. Ted B

Houston Judging Center granted two awards on 
Saturday, November 20. A plant brought in by 
Stephen Moffitt earned an AM of 82 points and 
a Certificate of Cultural Merit (CCM) for 83/100 
points. Stephen brought an Epidendrum porpax, 
a species from South America, clonal name ‘Rare 
Earth Orchids.’ The second award was not for the 
plant but for the grower, who, in this case, has been 
growing this plant for more than seven years.

On a massive, immaculate plant of 40 cm 
wide (about 18 inches), the flowers are small but 
plentiful, 2.2 x 2.9 cm; it had about 205 flowers and 
another 100+ buds. Stephen is very proud.

Last month, in October, HJC granted an award 
to a lovely Cattleya hybrid, also presented by 
Stephen Moffitt. The plant, Rhyncattleanthe Love 
Sound x Cattleya Fire Fantasy, bearing three 
beautifully shaped flowers plus one bud, earned an 
Award of Merit (AM) of 81 points. The flower was 
8.4 x 8.1 cm. 

Congratulations to Stephen and to all who were 
there for judging. We have a great time at these 
sessions, and you can bring plants in bloom (before 
11:30 a.m. please) and have a lot of fun and learn 
with us. Our next judging is December 19, from 
10:30 a.m. to about 2:30 p.m., at the same place 
where HOS meets (First Christian Church). Since 
this is also our Christmas party, plan to bring a 
covered dish if you wish to eat with us at about 
noon., and please let me know you are coming at 
tbaenziger@gmail.com.

Rhyncattleanthe Lovely Fantasy ‘Rare Earth Orchids’ 
(photo by Julius Klehm)

Epidendrum porpax ‘Rare Earth Orchids’ (photo by 
Fr. Ted Baenziger)

Bromeliad Society
Houston

meets on the
third Tuesday of each month

Visitors welcome

www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org

Texas Gulf Coast
Fern Society
meets on the

third Sunday of each month

Visitors welcome

www.tgcfernsoc.org

mailto:tbaenziger%40gmail.com?subject=
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Photo by Malcolm McCorquodale. © 2021 Malcolm McCorquodale, Houston, Texas.

Epidendrum porpax ‘Rare Earth Orchids,’ CCM 83 
Presented by Stephen Moffitt, Baytown, Texas

Houston Judging Center November Awards
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Photos by Malcolm McCorquodale. © 2021 Malcolm McCorquodale, Houston, Texas.

Epidendrum porpax ‘Rare Earth Orchids,’ AM 82 
Presented by Stephen Moffitt, Baytown, Texas

Houston Judging Center November Awards
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The Black Friday of Black Rot By Donna D and Don G

Late summer events conspired to greatly reduce 
my already puny Cattleya collection, which I grow 
outside perched on tables or hanging from tree 

limbs. Hurricane Nicholas 
took out one of my hanging 
opportunities (a Red Maple) 
and altered the sun/shade 
ratio in my landscape. Add 
to that my delayed action 
to protect them, and my 
Cattleyas and a few others 
suffered sunburn, then 
multiple inches of rain. Then, 
it started . . . the black rot 

invasion. At first I practiced denial. “It’s just a little 
problem on one plant.” But soon I was carving on 
nearly all the plants, one new razor blade at a time.

I had just researched the problem and potential 
remedies on the AOS website when I began an 
email conversation with grower extraordinaire 
Don G. He had some sage advice for me:

If you ask a hundred peeps how to grow 
Cattleyas, you’ll get 100 answers, all different. 
But to me, black rot is a sign of too much 
water or not drying out enough between 
waterings. We tend to love our plants to death. 
LOL.

Black rot is a fungus and spreads very fast. 
If I see it, and not as often as people who 
water more than me, I cut to clean green and 
then put cinnamon or fungicide on the cut.

One more point, if I may. Cattleyas should 
be planted in the smallest pot they will fit in. 
Otherwise the center of the plant and bark 
stay too wet, causing scale and rot issues. Let 
them dry out until you think they’re dying and 
then a good watering. They bloom better, too, 
if stressed.

I appreciate Don’s wisdom and am in the process 
of repotting in smaller net pots those that haven’t 
already decided to choose death as their preferred 
option. I am also reprinting in this newsletter the 
article on black rot from American Orchid Society, 
in case there are other HOS members who are 
dealing with this icky issue.

I do love my Cattleyas to death and vow to 
practice more “tough love” toward them in the 
future, LOL. Thank you, Don.

Black Rot
By Susan Jones

A danger to orchids any time the weather is rainy 
or damp for extended periods, black rot can quickly 
destroy an entire plant if left unchecked. Caused 
by one or both of the fungi Pythium ultimum and 
Phytophthora cactorum, black rot affects a wide 
variety of orchids. Cattleyas seem to be particularly 
susceptible.

Black rot moves quickly through a plant and can 
decimate an orchid collection if not treated.

Life Cycle
The fungi that cause black rot in orchids can live 
only in environments where water is available 
to them. They consist of spores capable of 
independent movement, called zoospores, which 
swim through the water. If that water happens 
to be sitting on an orchid leaf, the zoospores can 
penetrate the plant tissue and begin the next stage 
in their life cycle. At this point, the fungus develops 
a vegetative part or mycelium consisting of hyphae 
(thin, thread-like tubes), which spread quickly 
through the affected plant tissues. Once this 
occurs, the visible signs of infection—small, watery, 
translucent spots—expand quickly and change to 
brown and then black. Left untreated, the affected 
plant or plants may infect others and will probably 
die themselves.

Symptoms
When the fungus attacks seedlings, it is usually 
at the soil line. This can cause the little plants to 
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topple and die, and is referred to as damping off.
In mature plants, the disease can strike at any 

point on the plant (leaves, pseudobulbs or roots), 
but often starts in new leaves or growing leads, 
and progresses downward through the plant until 
reaching the roots.

As it name implies, black rot shows up as dark 
blackish spots or lesions on the affected plant part. 
The black spot or spots enlarge rapidly and can 
spread throughout the plant. If allowed to reach 
the crown of a monopodial (single-stemmed) 
orchid, the rot will kill the plant. Affected leaves 
may turn yellow around the infected area, and the 
lesions themselves will be soft and exude water 
when pressure is applied.

Prevention
Unsterilized pots, media or water sources, as well 
as water splashed from affected plants nearby, are 
all excellent means of spreading the fungus. In 
addition, plants that spend time outdoors should 
be elevated 3 to 4 feet (90 to 120 cm) above the 
ground to avoid splash contamination. Do not allow 
your orchids’ leaves to remain wet for any extended 
periods. Good air circulation in the growing 
area is key, and can help plants dry quickly after 
watering or rains. The addition of a fan or fans to 
the growing area can improve the airflow and help 
prevent rots. At first signs of infection, segregate 
all affected plants to avoid contaminating healthy 
plants. Finally, some growers recommend the use 
of a high-calcium fertilizer in the spring to help 
avoid black rot in new growth.

Black rot is easily spread by splashing water.

 Mechanical Treatment
To stop the spread of black rot in your orchid, 
begin with a sterile knife and cut out the diseased 
portion of the plant. Remove all infected plant 
material, taking out a small amount of healthy 
tissue bordering the infected area as a safety 
precaution. Examine the cut portion carefully. It 
is sometimes possible, especially in pseudobulbs, 
to see a brownish discoloration extending into 
the interior of tissue that appears healthy on the 
surface. In sympodial (many-stemmed) plants such 
as a Cattleya, it may be necessary to cut below the 
leaves and into the pseudobulb to stop the spread 
of the disease. If the plant is badly infected, cut 
into the rhizome, growth by growth, until you 
reach healthy tissue. For a monopodial orchid such 
as a Vanda or Phalaenopsis, remove the infected 
portion of the leaf, or the entire leaf if necessary, to 
halt the spread of the fungus before it reaches the 
crown. Place the plant in an area that receives good 
air circulation to allow the cut to dry.

Chemical Treatment
Once the infected plant parts have been removed, 
a fungicide should be applied to protect the 
remaining healthy tissue. Cinnamon is an excellent 
fungicide, and ground cinnamon may be applied 
straight from the spice jar directly to the exposed 
area where infected portions of the plant have 
been excised. First Rays Orchids also recommends 
mixing cinnamon with either casein-based glue 
(such as Elmer’s) or cooking oil to form a thick 
paste. This paste is fairly waterproof and can be 
used to cover the wound.

Another poultice that was developed specifically 
for use on orchids is StopRot. The product contains 
a Bordeaux mixture in lanolin. The Bordeaux, a 
mixture of copper sulfate and lime, has fungicidal 
properties. The lanolin seals the wound to keep 
moisture out.

Whatever method is chosen, be sure to cover 
all of the exposed (cut) area with the fungicide or 
sealant, so that no new infection can be introduced 
to the open wound.

Drenching the affected plant with fungicide is 
also an option. Drenches of a protectant fungicide 
such as Truban or Terrazole are recommended if 
the disease is diagnosed early. For more advanced 
cases, a systemic fungicide such as Aliette or 

Black rot, from page 6
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Subdue is more effective. Captan, Dithane M-45 
and Physan 20 have also been recommended by 
some growers for control of black rot.

To protect seedlings against damping off, water 
with the fungicide of choice (at the dilution rate for 
seedlings specified in the product’s instructions) as 
soon as they are deflasked and potted in compots. 
Afterward, treat with a preventive fungicide at two-
week intervals.
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November Plant Table Report By Brad M

Thank you to everyone last month 
for bringing in your blooming 
plants for the November plant 
table. As we are getting more 
accustomed to coming to in-
person meetings and more plants 
are blooming with our change 
in seasons, we are starting to see 
more beautiful plants for everyone 
to view at each meeting.

At November’s meeting, 
members brought in nine hybrids 
and four species. There were 
many worthy contenders for 
members’ favorite hybrid, and 
the winner was a multispike 
Fredclarkara After Dark ‘SVO’ 
FCC/AOS grown by Stephen 
Gallagher. The members’ favorite 
species was a beautifully colored 
Encyclia moebusii brought in by 
Sandra Higham. Congratulations 
to both winners!

As a reminder, at the December 
meeting there will not be a plant 
table as we will be having a live 
auction. At the January meeting 
we will resume having a plant 
table showcasing our member’s 
orchids.

Favorite hybrid: Fredclarkara 
After Dark ‘SVO’ FCC/AOS, by 
Stephen Gallagher

Favorite species: Encyclia moebusii, 
by Sandra Higham
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Baton Rouge Presents Winter Short Course
 

            La Short CourseLa Short Course  

            Sat, Dec 4, 2021Sat, Dec 4, 2021      

 
This is a hybrid In-Person/Zoom Event. 
  

           Please register here: 
https://bros.wildapricot.org/event-4527884 
 

  This is free to all SWROGA members.  
 (We are just trying to get a head count.) 
 

In Person:  
           Conference Center  
        Burden Museum & Gardens 
             4560 Essen Lane 
             Baton Rouge, LA  70809 
 

Zoom Link:  
(Will be provided later to Registrants.) 
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Baton Rouge Presents Winter Short Course
  

            La Short CourseLa Short Course  

            Sat, Dec 4, 2021Sat, Dec 4, 2021      

 

                    Schedule of Events   
 

  8:30   Meet & Greet 
 
  9:00   Phragmipediums — Slippers of the   Americas     
               by Eron Borne 
 
10:00   Growing Phragmipediums In The Deep South 
               by Eron Borne 
 

11:00            2 Hr Break 
                 Lunch & AOS Judging 
 
  1:00  Latouria Dendrobiums  (The Antelopes) 
               by Jim Davison 
 
  2:00  Lost Orchids of Papua New Guinea 
                by Phil Spence [Australian Nurseryman] 
 
  3:00            Sale Table 
                 (including Phrags) 
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Baton Rouge Presents Winter Short Course
 

            La Short CourseLa Short Course  

            Sat, Dec 4, 2021Sat, Dec 4, 2021      

 

                 

We would love for you to visit with us.  
If you can’t make it in person,  
please join us by Zoom. 
 

These will be informative talks by 
regional experts on how to care for  
unique, hot-loving plants. 
 

Talks are free! Register here: 
https://bros.wildapricot.org/event-4527884 
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Oncidium (NOID) - Donna D Vanda Fuch’s Ruby - Steve & Marsha F

Image Guidelines
It takes a little time to prepare the images for the newsletter so we need your help. Here are some 
standards to follow to ensure your image makes it in the publication.  

Your image should be at least 1024 pixels wide. Smaller images will be too blurry to be used.  If 
in doubt, rotate your phone sideways (horizontal). Take your photo as close to the flower being 
photographed as possible, and make sure the flower is in focus.

Ensure that you are naming the image file following the guideline below before attaching it to your 
email. Basically it is the Plant Name + Owner First Name and Last Initial (see examples below).

Send any questions you may have before submitting to info@houstonorchidsociety.org.

Full Plant
Name

Example 1

-
(hyphen)

Owner’s First
Names and
Last Initial

Epc. Middleburg ‘Maj’ - Holly M.jpg

Full Plant
Name

Example 2

-
(hyphen)

Owner’s First
Names and
Last Initial

Paph. liemianum ‘October’ x Paph.
lemianum ‘MO’ - Steve & Marsh F.jpg

Click Here
to Submit Pictures to

share@houstonorchidsociety.org

mailto:info%40houstonorchidsociety.org?subject=
mailto:share%40houstonorchidsociety.org?subject=
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Laelia anceps “Sanbar Ruby” - 
Dave H

Bulb. Fascination - Steve & Marsha F

 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

GGuullff  CCooaasstt  OOrrcchhiidd  
SSoocciieettyy  SShhooww  aanndd  SSaallee  
GGaauuttiieerr  CCoonnvveennttiioonn  CCeenntteerr,,    

22001122  LLiibbrraarryy  LLaannee,,  GGaauuttiieerr,,  MMSS  3399555533  
  

      January 28-30, 2022 
 

Sales Open                                 Exhibits Open 
Friday 10:00am - 6:00pm            Friday 1:00pm - 6:00pm 
Saturday 10:00am - 6:00pm       Saturday noon - 6:00pm 

                                     Sunday 10:00am – 3:30pm 
 

Like us on Facebook and 
                 Surf us on the web at http://gcorchids.org 

. 

Free admission 
 

Stephen Moffitt Offers New 
Clay Pots (No Slots in Sides) 
for Sale at Cost
4.3-inch Azalea pots $.79
5.1-inch Azalea pots $.99
I have a good quantity of each 
for sale, so please let me know 
how many you want. You can 
pick them up from my house, 
or I can bring them to the HOS 
meeting in December.
Stephen Moffitt 
2611 Whispering Pines St. 
Baytown, Texas 77521 
832-514-6667 
Bunsareus2@gmail.com

Blc. Kure Beach ‘Lenette #2’ - 
Jay B
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Laelia anceps v disciplinata 
“Swirl” - Dave H

Rlc. Mem. Helen Kyrcz ‘Volcano 
Queen’ - Steve & Marsha F

Award winning 
orchid journalism 

for the 
serious
grower

The Orchid Digest is a 501(c)3 organization.

www.orchiddigest.org
US addresses: $39 per year

Addresses outside the US: $55 per year

Join online or mail check or credit card information in US funds only to:

Orchid Digest
PO Box 6966

Laguna Niguel, CA 92607-6966
Visa, Mastercard accepted. Please include your name as it appears on the card, 

card number and expiration date.  

Published 
quarterly in full 

color

Become a member of...
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Bulbophyllum makoyanum - Brian F
Laelia anceps “Mendenhall” AM/
AOS x Laelia anceps ssp. dawsonii 
fma. Chilapensis - Dave H

Bulbo pingtungense - Jay B

What Does the OCA Do?
Orchid Conservation Alliance

The OCA is a 501(c)(3) corporation and a registered CA Seller of Travel # 2117150-40. 
www.orchidconservationalliance.org

We conserve orchids by buying orchid habitat. 

How can you help?

First we work with our tropical partners to locate sites with diverse, 
endemic, and rare orchids. Then we work with you, our funding 

partners, to raise the money to buy the orchid rich sites. Then we 
work again with our tropical partners to manage the reserves.

Join the OCA. Donate as much as you can; $350 buys an acre of 
land. Buy some of our merchandise. Take one of our Orchids in the 
Wild trips and see the orchids you have helped to protect.

Dracula Dracula Ventanas Ventanas

Dracula terborchii (L),         D. vampira (R)
Dracula Reserve, Ecuador

Dracula lemurella (L), Lepanthes sp. (R)
La Selva de Ventanas Reserve, Colombia
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Phal. pulcherrima - Jay B

Bulb. cocoinum - Steve &  
Marsha F
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December 2021 Events

Day/Date Time Event Location Information

Thursday, December 2 7:30 p.m. Houston Orchid Society 
meeting (see page 1 for 
additional information)

First Christian Church, 
1601 Sunset Blvd., 
Houston, TX 77005

Meets first 
Thursday of the 
month

Saturday, December 4, 
2021

8:30 a.m. Baton Rouge Short 
Course

See pages 9–11 See pages 9–11

Sunday, December 5 12:30 p.m. Alamo Judging Center San Antonio Botanical 
Gardens, Auld House, 
555 Funston Pl., San 
Antonio, TX

Meets first 
Sunday of the 
month

Saturday, December 11 11:00 a.m. Dallas Judging Center Garland Senior Activity 
Center, 600 W. Ave. A, 
Garland, TX 75040

Meets second 
Saturday of the 
month

Saturday, December 18 11:00 a.m. Houston Judging Center First Christian Church, 
1601 Sunset Blvd., 
Houston, TX 77005

Meets third 
Saturday of the 
month

Saturday, December 18 11:00 a.m. Louisiana Judging 
Center

West Side Regional 
Library, 5416 Provine Pl., 
Alexandria, LA

Usually meets 
fourth Saturday 
of the month

Thursday, December 23 Copy deadline for 
January issue of The 
Houston Happenings

Send via email to 
donnadiggons@gmail.
com

Save the Dates for These Future Events

Day/Date Time Event Location Information

Saturday, January 22, 
2022

TBD Tri-Center Judging 
Seminar

West Side Regional 
Library, 5416 Provine Pl., 
Alexandria, LA

Details to come

Friday–Sunday,  
January 28–30, 2022

TBD Alamo Orchid Society 
Show and Sale

San Antonio Botanical 
Gardens, Auld House, 
555 Funston Pl., San 
Antonio, TX

Details to come

Friday–Sunday,  
January 28–30, 2022

TBD Gulf Coast Orchid 
Society Show and Sale

Gautier Convention 
Center, 2012 Library Ln., 
Gautier, MS

Details to come

Friday–Sunday,  
March 25–27, 2022

TBD Calcasieu Orchid 
Society Show and Sale

Historic City Hall, 1001 
Ryan St., Lake Charles, 
LA 70601

Details to come

mailto:donnadiggons@gmail.com
mailto:donnadiggons@gmail.com

