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Join Adam Black, In Person!, August 5 By Sarah B
Native Orchid Conservation
in the Deserts, Bogs, Prairies
and Mountains across Texas

Dichromanthus cinnabarinus (Lex.) Garay Scarlet Ladies’ Tresses,
shown with Adam Black, our speaker for August 5, 2021, IN PERSON!

President’s Message By Bill C
Greetings HOS Members,
We will hold our August
meeting at First Christian
Church. If the meeting goes as
planned, it will be a “hybrid”
meeting of online and in-person
participation and attendance.
The meeting agenda will be the
usual “in-person” format. The

plant display table and silent
auction will be in full swing, so
bring in your flowering plants
and others you want to share.
The officers and committee
chairs will report on updates,
then our speaker, who will
be in person, will present the

Orchids exist in every ecoregion
of Texas, and many are present
at only a few small remaining
locations. Join Adam Black as he
wastes lots of fuel traversing this
huge state swapping pollen and
collecting seeds and mycorrhizae
in an attempt to ensure both the
flashy and the obscure species
are preserved in cultivated
conservation collections,
seed banked and perhaps
reintroduced to safe sites in
natural habitats.
Adam Black is a lifelong plant
enthusiast with a passion for the
rare, unusual and esoteric. Based
near Navasota, Texas, Adam
combines his experience in the
fields of botany and horticulture
by promoting diverse landscapes
while also collaborating with
various gardens and universities
collecting imperiled plant species
for the purposes of research
and conservation. Currently he
is self-employed as a botanical/
horticultural consultant
while also serving as program

continued on page 2

A nonprofit organization established
in 1945, HOS is a recipient of the American
Orchid Society’s Distinguished Affiliated
Societies Service award.

continued on page 2
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program. We do not have a chair
for refreshments or the raffle.
Please bring your usual treats
and drinks to share for snacking
and socializing, and please be
prepared to gather with COVID
safety awareness in mind. Masks
and hand sanitizer will be
available.
HOS will host its first all
members and guests hands-on
orchid culture gathering at the
FCC on August 7 at 10 a.m.
Activities include demonstrations
of potting, mounting, dividing
and brief informal general
plant care presos, a plant swap
and of course a pot luck chatand-chew so members can
get reacquainted and socialize
with new orchid friends during
the event. More to come in a
separate email and discussion at
the August monthly meeting.

coordinator for the Smithsonianled Global Genome Initiative
for Gardens. He previously
worked at several botanic
gardens, most notably as director
of The John Fairey Garden
(formerly Peckerwood Garden)
in Hempstead, Texas, where he
assisted with the transition of
this internationally acclaimed
private garden into a public
garden. Originally from Florida,
he previously managed the forest
pathology and forest entomology
laboratories at the University of
Florida and with his late wife

We welcome guests at our
virtual meetings. If you would
like to receive an invitation to
join a meeting, please send
an email to
info@houstonorchidsociety.org.

owned a collector-oriented mailorder nursery that introduced
many new plants to cultivation
from Adam’s international and
domestic explorations.
Adam will present at the first
in-person HOS meeting in many
months on Thursday, August 5,
at 7:30 p.m. at First Christian
Church, 1601 Sunset Boulevard,
Houston, Texas 77005. The
meeting will also be presented
virtually with an announcement
and Zoom link to be sent by
email.

All Houston Orchid Society Members Invited . . .

Tuesday, August 3, 7 p.m.

Presented on Zoom by Heart Of Texas Orchid Society
Guest Speaker: Adam Black

Topic: The Passion & the Insanity: Saving the Last
Kentucky Lady Slipper Orchids in Texas
Please see Adam Black’s bio beginning on page 1.
Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88678964287
Passcode: 701425

You can become
an AOS Judge!
For more information, watch
the webinar presented by
Jean Allen-Ikeson on the
AOS website: An introduction
to the wonderful world of
becoming an AOS judge.
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Houston Judging Center Judges 11 Orchids,
Grants Two Awards By Marilyn H
On July 17, Houston Judging
Center met at First Christian
Church. Eleven orchids were
brought to judging.
Two HCC awards were
granted. Congratulations Laurie
and Sheila S on your beautiful
Perreiraara Marilyn Broeman
‘Winn’s Passion’ HCC 77. It’s a
cross between Vanda Pine River
and Aerides Korat Koki. The
plant had 22 full concolor pink
flowers. The trilobed lip was
salmon distally. The flat midlobe
was bright fuchsia.
The second award was an

HCC 77 given to an unnamed
cross. It will carry the clonal
name ‘Vicki Jones.’ Rlc. Xandosa
x R. digbyana are the parents.
Congratulations, Don M, on
your award. The plant carried
four large, stellate, lemon-lime
flowers on three inflorescences.
Tom D created an online form
to make it easier to preregister
orchids you plan to bring to
judging. It worked like a dream
for those entering plants.
Please consider joining us
on August 21 at First Christian
Church for the next orchid

judging. Bring your orchids to
show them off and hopefully
earn an award.
11:30 a.m. is the deadline for
entering plants for judging.
HJC is still in need of at least
one clerk. This is a great time
for those of you who want more
information about judging to
start coming to learn more about
the process.
The monthly judgings are
on the third Saturday of each
month. You will be welcomed!

Letter to the Editor By Stacey P
I read with great interest the article written by
Don G about Rene and Marvin Gerber in the
last HOS newsletter. It was great to see such fine
orchidists honored. I have one of their crosses—
Remars Passion. I acquired it at a Newcomers
Meeting in 2014 or 2015. It was my first and only
nodosa-type orchid. In November 2016 I brought

it to the monthly meeting for show-and-tell. That
is when I met Marvin for the first time and found
out that it was his creation. I had only known it as
Annie Komine x B. nodosa. The plant was deemed
good enough to take to the SWROGA show in
Shreveport that next weekend where it won a blue
ribbon in its class. I was one of the lucky ones
who met Marvin on more than one occasion. He
gave me some great advice on how to deflask my
seedlings from a cross I made during the winter
of 2016/2017. He often asked me at meetings how
my babies were doing and told me how to properly
care for them. I have followed his instructions
and hope to see first blooms later this year. I wish
Marvin was still alive today to see those plants he
helped me get started and nurture. I have already
decided on a name when I register the plants with
the Royal Horticultural Society. I will follow the
Gerber example by calling them Lucey’s Lot—
LU for Luke and CEY for Stacey. I am attaching a
picture of the plant from the show display with the
blue ribbon attached. I treasure that plant and look
forward to its beautiful fragrant blooms every fall
that remind me of our camaraderie over the years.
Rest in peace, Marvin. You are remembered fondly.
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Houston Judging Center July Awardees

Perreiraara Marilyn Broeman ‘Winn’s Passion’
(Vanda Pine River x Aerides Korat Koki)
Presented by Laurie and Sheila Skov, Santa Fe, Texas
Photo by Malcolm McCorquodale. © 2021 Malcolm McCorquodale, Houston, Texas.
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Houston Judging Center July Awardees

Vicki Jones (Rlc. Xandosa x R. digbyana), HCC 77
Presented by Don Maples, College Station, Texas
Photo by Malcolm McCorquodale. © 2021 Malcolm McCorquodale, Houston, Texas.
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Plant Table Back on View in August By Brad M
The time has finally come where
we can see each other in person
and meet again! I can’t begin to
tell you how excited I am to see
you—as well as all the beautiful
plants—in person again!

From the Editor
By Donna D
Where did July go? As I compile
the August newsletter in the
late days of July, I realize that
this marks the beginning of
my second year as editor, my
first issue being August 2020. I
recall how HOS members were
genuinely supportive in getting
me started on this monthly
creation. It has been a pleasure
to get to know other members
and to be constantly inspired by
their passion for growing these
amazing plants.
July was busy for me, with
relatives converging at my home
to visit after so many months
of separation. My 87-year-old
mother, the remaining one of
eight siblings and who lives with
us, was so pleased to get to see
all the nieces and nephews (my
cousins) and reminisce about
family gatherings in previous
years. My entire family is a
collection of plant and garden
enthusiasts, so we spent a lot of
time talking about grandmother’s
begonias and Uncle Vincent’s
prize-winning okra. Orchids
were not so much in the mix, but
we all love to “grow stuff.”
Reconnecting was just the
best, and I am so looking forward
to reconnecting with HOS
members at our August meeting.
It will be a special brand of fun.

The plant display table has
always been one of my favorite
parts of the meetings. As much
as we love the photos on social
media, in Orchids magazine and
Orchids Digest, on YouTube
videos, etc., there is nothing like
seeing the results of our hard
work here in Houston with our
plants in person. Of course the
central reason we are all together
is our love of orchids.
During our time with onlineonly meetings, we have added
some members who have never
been to an in-person meeting, so
here is a primer on how the plant
display table at the meetings
works:
If there is a plant (or plants)
you’ve been growing that you
are proud of, before the meeting
starts, bring it to the front table
and it will be assigned a number
and given a paper tag to go with
it. On the tag, write the ID,
and if it is a hybrid, the parent
names also. During the meeting,
there will be a drop box where
members vote on the species
and hybrid they like the best.
The prize is bragging rights as
well as a shout-out in the next
newsletter. Also, toward the end
of the meeting, there is a brief
session where someone (usually
a veteran member of the society
or even our featured monthly
speaker) selects some or all the
plants to discuss in greater detail.
The winner of the vote is also
announced at that time.
As far as rules go for the
plants, there aren’t too many. Of
course, they should be free of
pests and disease. If there are
some things here or there that
need to be cleaned up (dead
leaves, flowers, etc.) on the plant,
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it’s nice if that’s done, too, but
there’s no need to do things to
the full extent that would be
done for an actual orchid show.
I’ve heard that the preference
is for it to be a plant that you’ve
owned at least 6 months since
the idea is that we like to see
what members have been
successful growing as opposed to
what was just purchased.
Those who have been to
meetings for a few years have
learned that there are typically
fewer blooms during these hot
summer months, so if you have
blooming plants, we would
love to see which ones are
blooming this time of year for
you. In fact, it helps all of us
know what we can possibly add
to round out our collections
to have more blooming this
time of year—so bring them!
It would be wonderful to have
a full plant table for everyone’s
enjoyment for our first meeting
back in person. I can’t wait to see
everyone and all the beautiful
orchids again. See you soon!
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Ctsm. Chuck Taylor - Cristi C
Ctsm. Chuck Taylor - Cristi C

Ctsm. Portagee Star x
Ctsm. Chuck Taylor - Cristi C

Click Here
to Submit Pictures to
share@houstonorchidsociety.org

Image Guidelines

It takes a little time to prepare the images for the newsletter so we need your help. Here are some
standards to follow to ensure your image makes it in the publication.
Your image should be at least 1024 pixels wide. Smaller images will be too blurry to be used. If
in doubt, rotate your phone sideways (horizontal). Take your photo as close to the flower being
photographed as possible, and make sure the flower is in focus.
Ensure that you are naming the image file following the guideline below before attaching it to your
email. Basically it is the Plant Name + Owner First Name and Last Initial (see examples below).
Send any questions you may have before submitting to info@houstonorchidsociety.org.
Example 1
Full Plant
Name

(hyphen)

Owner’s First
Names and
Last Initial

Epc. Middleburg ‘Maj’ - Holly M.jpg

(hyphen)

Owner’s First
Names and
Last Initial

Paph. liemianum ‘October’ x Paph.
lemianum ‘MO’ - Steve & Marsh F.jpg

Example 2
Full Plant
Name
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Ascocentrum (Vanda)
ampullaceum - Dave H
Cattleya kerrii - Dave H

Orchid Conservation Alliance

What Does the OCA Do?

We conserve orchids by buying orchid habitat.
First we work with our tropical partners to locate sites with diverse,
endemic, and rare orchids. Then we work with you, our funding
partners, to raise the money to buy the orchid rich sites. Then we
work again with our tropical partners to manage the reserves.

Encyclia atrorubens - Dave H

Dracula

Dracula

Dracula terborchii (L),
D. vampira (R)
Dracula Reserve, Ecuador

Ventanas

Dracula lemurella (L),

Ventanas

Lepanthes sp. (R)

La Selva de Ventanas Reserve, Colombia

How can you help?
Join the OCA. Donate as much as you can; $350 buys an acre of
land. Buy some of our merchandise. Take one of our Orchids in the
Wild trips and see the orchids you have helped to protect.
The OCA is a 501(c)(3) corporation and a registered CA Seller of Travel # 2117150-40.

www.orchidconservationalliance.org
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Cattleya violacea semi-alba/striata - Dave H
Epidendrum cristatum - Dave H
Become a member of...

Award winning
orchid journalism
for the

Published
quarterly in full
color

serious
grower

Podangis dactyloceras - Dave H

www.orchiddigest.org
US addresses: $39 per year
Addresses outside the US: $55 per year
Join online or mail check or credit card information in US funds only to:

Orchid Digest
PO Box 6966
Laguna Niguel, CA 92607-6966
Visa, Mastercard accepted. Please include your name as it appears on the card,
card number and expiration date.
The Orchid Digest is a 501(c)3 organization.
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Tolumnia variegata - Dave H

Laelia purpurata (sanguinea x flamea) - Dave H
Encyclia bipapularis - Dave H

Bromeliad Society

Texas Gulf Coast

meets on the

meets on the

Fern Society

Houston

third Tuesday of each month

third Sunday of each month

Visitors welcome

Visitors welcome

www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org

www.tgcfernsoc.org
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Meiracyllium trinasutum - Dave H
Trichocentrum sprucei - Dave H

Hab. Erich’s Pink Thing Steve & Marsha F

Pinalia rhdoptera - Dave H

Max. tenuifolia (yellow) ‘Yamada’ AM AOS - Steve & Marsha F
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Vanda Lauren Gardiner - Steve &
Marsha F
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Habenaria Mayfly 2021 Steve & Marsha F
Bulb. Lion King ‘Songsri’ x Bulb. longiflorum ‘Dark Spots’ 2021 Steve & Marsha F

Bulb. macraei - Steve & Marsha F

Paph. liemianum - Steve &
Marsha F

Rlc. Emma Leilani ‘Volcano Queen’ - Steve & Marsha F
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Paph. richardianum - Steve &
Marsha F

The Houston Happenings | August 2021 | Volume 51, Issue 8

Stay-at-Home Orchids

Habenaria rodochelia ‘Tangerine
Flame’ 2021 - Steve & Marsha F

Hab. erichmichelii - Steve &
Marsha F

Rlc. Emma Leilani ‘Volcano Queen’ - Steve & Marsha F
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August 2021
Sunday

Monday

1

2

8

Tuesday

Wednesday

3

4

9

10

15

16

22

29

Alamo
Judging Ctr,
12:30 pm,
911 Melissa
Dr, San
Antonio

Thursday

Friday

5

6

11

12

13

17

18

19

23

24

25

26

30

31

HOTOS
meeting, 7
pm (online)

HOS meeting,
7:30 pm, First
Christian
Church and
online

20

September
newsletter
content due

27

Saturday

7

Hands-on
orchid culture
gathering,
10 am, First
Christian
Church

14

Dallas
Judging Ctr,
10:30 am,
Garland Sr
Activity Ctr

21

Houston
Judging Ctr,
11 am, First
Christian
Church

28

Louisiana
Judging
Ctr, 11 am,
Rapides
Parish Library
Westside,
Alexandria

We welcome guests at our virtual meetings. If you would like to receive an invitation to join a meeting,
please send an email to info@houstonorchidsociety.org.

AOS Webinar: Greenhouse Chat

Leafless Orchids (members only)

Ron McHatton
Thursday, August 5, 2021, 7:30 p.m. CDT
Grow your knowledge and join AOS Education and
Science Officer Ron McHatton for a fun-filled hour
of orchid questions and answers. Send questions by
August 2 to greenhousechat@aos.org. Register now.

Mary Mancini
Wednesday, August 18, 2021, 7:30 p.m. CDT
Join Mary Mancini as she explains the life cycle
of leafless orchids and how they have adapted.
Register now.
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