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Bill Thoms Speaks to HOS Thurs., Aug. 6 By Sarah
Hoping to engender some kind
of “new normal,” the Houston
Orchid Society will have a virtual
meeting on Thursday, Aug. 6,
with a presentation by one of
the Workshop speakers. Bill
Thoms is scheduled to appear via
Microsoft Teams at 7:30 p.m.
Bill Thoms and his wife,
Doris Dukes, have been growing
orchids in Central Florida for
four decades and have received
a record number of awards
for Orchid Culture. He is the
author of Bulbophyllums; The
Incomplete Guide, From A to
WHY?

Derek has published a short
biography in the workshop
announcement (see page 2), so I
will not duplicate his effort here.
I hope you will have read the
article and already responded
to the call to register for the
workshop.
The topic for Thursday night
is specially tailored for our
club. Chosen from his series
of travelogues, he will discuss
“Orchids Around the World—
The Philippines, with side trips
to Ecuador and Borneo.”
This is mostly new material
from his recent six weeks

hunting orchids in the
Philippines. He reports it has
lots of slides of the people, the
environment and the culture of
primarily bulbophyllums. I asked
him to also include other exotic
places—Borneo and Ecuador—
because of interests expressed by
our club members.
We had a large number of
attendees at the July virtual
meeting. I hope many more
will join the meeting to be
transported to tranquil scenes
and enjoy the world outside our
walls of isolation.

President’s Post By Bill
I hope everything is well with all
of you. We had our first online
monthly HOS meeting with our
guest speaker, Sergio Garcia,
on July 2. He presented a very
informative lecture about one of
the wonderful Brazilian orchid
species, Cattleya intermedia. We
had 30 members and guests in
our first online meeting, which
went relatively well for our first
online connection. I need a little
practice to get familiar with the
software. Any suggestions for
improvement in the meeting
process are welcome. Let
me know directly by sending

your suggestions to billc@
houstonorchidsociety.org.
My goal for future online
meetings is to expand the
meeting agenda to include
the speaker’s presentation and
to briefly update attendees
on society happenings during
this time of separation for
the continuity and cohesion
of our orchid community.
Suggestions are also welcome
for incorporating future online
interactive meeting activities
such as a possible auction of
members’ extra plant divisions
benefiting the society. Let’s

start brainstorming ideas since
it is way too hot for me to work
outside during the midday.
Great news: As you can
see, we have The Houston
Happenings newsletter again.
Donna D has graciously
volunteered to be our new
editor. Thank you, Donna, and
thanks also to Susan D and
Tom D for issuing the Houston
Orchidgrams and for helping
Donna get up to speed.
Take care, and take all
recommended safety precautions
so we can meet in person in the
near future.

A nonprofit organization established
in 1945, HOS is a recipient of the American
Orchid Society’s Distinguished Affiliated
Societies Service award.
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Houston Orchid Society

41st Annual Summer Workshop
August 8, 2020, 9:00 a.m. cdt
featuring
Bill Thoms and Dr. Martin Motes
Workshop Schedule

We will begin the workshop at 9:00 a.m. (CDT). We expect each
presentation will last one hour and then the speaker will respond to
written questions from the audience.
Bill Thoms, “Bulbophyllums: Big, Beautiful and Bizarre”

Bill Thoms has been growing orchids for almost 50 years in Central
Florida, where it is 95° and humid for months, and then freezing for
one night several times each winter.
Bill wrote the book on Bulbophyllums and has more than 50
Cultural Awards in this genus among the 105 in 29 other genera
he and his better half, Doris Dukes, have acquired so far. There is
an award given by the AOS in his name for the best example of the
Alliance shown that year. His presentations are like a classroom run
by a professor who is also a stand-up comic and magician. Whether
you grow a few, thousands or none at all, he will entertain you and
give you lots of practical tips to make any of your plants grow and
bloom more betterer.
Break
Dr. Martin Motes, “Temperature Tolerant Low Light Vandas”

Dr. Martin Motes is a second generation orchidist who has been
growing orchids for 60 years. He is president of Motes Orchids, a
major producer of vandas. He has bred hundreds of new hybrids, for
which he has received scores of American Orchid Society awards,
including three FCCs and three Awards of Quality. His hybrids
received Gold, Silver and Bronze medals at the 18th World Orchid
conference in Dijon, March 2005. One hybrid garnered the trophy
as “Best Vanda in Show.” Other hybrids have won medals in previous
WOCs as well as at the European Orchid Conference. Additionally,
numerous of his hybrids have been recognized by the Royal
Horticultural Society and in other international judging venues. He
is an accredited American Orchid Society judge. Martin Motes is the
author of Vandas: Their Botany, History, and Culture, Florida Orchid
Growing: Month by Month, and Florida Vanda Growing.
Both speakers would love to take your plant order and ship them to
you.
Bill Thoms website: https://bulbophyllums-com.myshopify.com/
Motes Orchids website: https://www.motesorchids.com/
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ONLINE & FREE!
Registration

Please pre-register before July
30. You will then receive the
link to join the meeting once
you have registered. The Go-ToMeeting software will support up
to 150 attendees.
Send your name and email
address to rosalvinagf@gmail.
com.
How to Participate

Please log onto the website prior
to 9:00 a.m. You will be asked to
download the Go-To-Meeting
app before joining the meeting.
Special thanks to the AOS for
permitting the use of their online
meeting license.
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HOS Holds First Online Meeting July 2, 2020
Because pandemic precautions
have caused HOS to cancel
in-person meetings, we had our
first online meeting on July 2,
2020, at 7:30 p.m. Thirty HOS
members and guests joined
online to enjoy an informative
presentation by Sergio Garcia,
owner of Olompali Orchids in
Bolinas, California.
Sergio discussed the heritage
and culture of Cattleya
intermedia, a bifoliate found in
the wild in very high light in the
southernmost part of Brazil.

Sergio told the story of a
group of avid growers who
annually went into the Brazilian
wild beginning in the 1970s
to collect native plants, which
are particularly present in the
state of Rio Grande du Sol.
This collecting group, which
included his father, continued
its venture for more than 20
years to foster breeding of the
intermedia species, considered
very important in the history of
cattleya breeding with splash
petals.

In terms of breeding,
C. intermedia is a very
important plant in hybridizing,
responsible for creating peloric
phenomena—the splash petal
in most hybrids created in the
1900s where the petals imitate
the lip. Sergio presented slides
as he described the resulting
varieties and color forms
resulting from his many years
of experience in breeding
C. intermedia. They are classified
continued on page 5

From the Editor By Donna
I have just assumed the role
as editor of your monthly
newsletter, The Houston
Happenings. Bill, our president,
asked me to introduce myself.
I am a relatively new member
of HOS, having joined in June
2019. I have been in the graphic
design and marketing business
for 45 years (an old hand), but
orchids are still a mystery to me.
Outside of my profession, I am a
birder and love cats and catts. I
currently have about 60 orchids,
half in the cattleya family, some
dendrobiums, three phrags
(one of those surely headed for
the compost heap), two paphs,
several inherited NOID phals
and a few other miscellaneous
types that keep me guessing as
to their health and my sanity. My
growing space is limited because
I live in a townhouse in Garden
Oaks with only a tiny patch of
turf. My orchids are either inside
under lights or outside hanging
on the fence except during the
coldest cold. I enjoy gardening

in general and have a lot of other
plants in pots, including a nightblooming cereus that has been
with me, in various states of
health, for more than 40 years.
It currently has 22 buds that will
probably open in about three
nights!
I hope you like the redesign
of the newsletter. (They told
me I could do anything I want.
I never hear that from my
corporate clients.) I am open to
any recommendations you have
to improve the newsletter—
anything about the design or
the editorial style. The goal
is to continue the tradition of
making the newsletter readable,
informative and enjoyable. Let
me know if I am not meeting
those goals.
I will need your help. Many of
you have enormous knowledge
about growing orchids, traveling
to find orchids, how to show
them, the judging process, and
much more. Please consider
writing about your orchid
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experiences and sharing them
with other members by way of
this newsletter. See, for example,
the marvelous contribution by
Brad M this month. He was kind
enough to answer my request
and send photos with his article.
You only have to send your
ideas to me by email (donnad@
houstonorchidsociety.org).
Bullet points are fine. Streamof-consciousness is fine. I can
turn those into a narrative so
our members learn from you.
The Stay-at-Home Orchids will
continue to be featured, and I
look forward to receiving your
photos (see page 7 for a link and
photo guidelines).
In time we will be holding
meetings again, but for now
I will try to join in the online
monthly meetings and provide
a report for those who cannot
participate. Let’s keep our
orchid-growing spirits up and
look forward to the day when
we can ooo-and-ahh in real time
over the plant table.
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What if I Don’t Have a Giant Greenhouse?
Making Smaller Spaces Work
for Growing Orchids by Brad
It seems like it happens at some
point every day. I’ll see a post
on Facebook or Instagram and
notice that the plant shown
is thriving in a sea of green
and spots of color that are
the many other flowers in a
large, beautifully appointed
greenhouse so perfect I imagine
myself unloading a Uhaul of
my furniture and living inside
it. Then I snap back to reality
as I look at my collection
of significantly fewer plants
and realize that while a huge
greenhouse so big I could live
in it would be a dream come
true, for me, like many people,
it just isn’t in the cards anytime
soon. Living in a townhouse,
my orchid growing spaces are
limited to a wire rack in front
of part of an east-facing sliding
glass door, a bathroom window,
and, more recently, a very small
4x4 greenhouse (it’s more like a
“grow-hut”) that sits on part of a
sun-drenched deck.
As I look through an album
on my laptop of photos I’ve
taken of my plants, I can’t help
but think some of these plants
look really good and I’ve done
quite all right with the limited
space I have. I’ve for sure killed
some plants like everyone else,
but all in all I think the limited
amount of space I have to
work with has served me well
once I learned to adapt a few
things. For those who are spacechallenged but still find their
collection growing thanks to
their newfound orchid addiction,
here are a few things I’ve learned

and some adaptations I’ve made
to accommodate a growing
collection in a limited amount of
usable space.
Light

Putting the orchids in just
the right spot so they get the
best light for good growth and
flowering seems like a neverending exercise in trial and error.
There’s only so much limited
window light available. It seems
like there’s never really quite
enough, and one method I’ve
used repeatedly is putting taller
light-loving orchids closer to the
window and using them to shield
smaller more shade-tolerant

plants. This allows me to fit many
more plants in the same window.
To supplement light (or even to
use as a complete light source)
there are much-improved
LED lights now designed
specifically for growing plants
indoors. They use relatively low
electricity, much less than the
older fluorescent tube shop-light
types that were previously on
the market. They also emit very
low heat. While I am not using
them at the moment, they are
definitely on my list to add to my
orchid growing arsenal. Supply
chain issues due to the pandemic
are keeping them from arriving
as of this writing.
The outdoor grow-hut has the
opposite problem. It is situated
on a deck that gets beaten by
full sun almost all day. Sunburn
is a repeat problem in the growhut. In that space, I grow mainly
cattleyas and dendrobiums. I
have found that 60% Aluminet
shade cloth works while keeping
the plants well lit with minimal
sunburn.
Air and Humidity

Having a huge greenhouse isn’t
necessary to get a good amount of
orchids that grow and bloom well.
These plants were all in bloom in
April and were all grown in a few
small growing areas around the
home and outside.
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Airflow is one of the facets
of orchid growing that is not
discussed as often as others, but
it is oh so important. Having
many plants crammed into such
small growing spaces, my plants
are susceptible to fungus and rot
spreading from plant to plant
even faster. To combat this, fans
are the first weapon of choice.
There is a fan near the plant rack
indoors. I find that the window
continued on page 5
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A typical indoor growing area
that many people have in their
homes. This is a great set up for
plants that cannot handle extremes
in temperature found in the
great outdoors. Plants with tall
spikes are situated on the floor if
necessary until they are finished
flowering.

can get really hot during the
summer and the glass radiates a
lot of heat. I find having the fan
pointed at the space between the
glass and the plants instead of
directly at the plants helps keep
that temperature down better.
The grow-hut also gets fans.
Plural. It gets so hot in there in
the summer that it requires two
oscillating fans cranked on full
blast. Those fans are a lifesaver
for those plants. The electricity
is supplied by a heavy-duty
outdoor-rated extension cord,
and all the outlets are fully
enclosed in plastic boxes to keep
water from getting where it
shouldn’t.
I have found that humidity in
the grow-hut is pretty hard to
alter since it is left open during
the daytime all days except for
the coldest winter days. The
grow rack inside has a humidifier
that really helps increase the
humidity in that area, creating
its own microclimate of sorts.
There are other ways that we
are told can increase humidity.
Using a hygrometer, I’ve found
that grouping the plants close
together helps some, placing
the plants on saucers of damp
pebbles helps a little bit, but the
best for increasing humidity in
any meaningful way for me really
is that humidifier.
Water

A peek inside the 4x4 outdoor
grow-hut. After some
modifications were made to the
original kit, it works well for
warm-growers here in Houston.
The two oscillating fans and shade
cloth are lifesavers!

Since my area of Houston has
tap water that isn’t really the best
for orchids (I’ve found it stains
and even corrodes the roots over
time—yikes), I collect rainwater,
and when I run out of that I
can fill jugs up at a machine in
Kroger for 29 cents a gallon.
When I know there is going to be
a rainstorm and the plants need
to be flushed of accumulated
fertilizer salts, I set all of them
Page 5

For windows, like in the
bathroom, three-tiered wire
baskets work well. Many small
plants can be placed inside
together and Tillandsias (air
plants) and small orchid pots can
be hung directly on the outside of
the basket as well. Not counting
the other bathroom plants, this
basket has 20 plants in and on it
with room for more!

outside on the deck to get
rained on. It’s a little bit time
consuming, but my babies are
worth it, darn it. Since they are
going back to grow areas where
fans are used, rot really isn’t a
problem. This definitely wouldn’t
be feasible if I had an enormous
collection of thousands of
plants—one of the benefits of
having a more moderately sized
collection in a small space I
suppose.
Keeping the Collection under
Control (or Not)

One of the blessings and curses
for small-space growers is . . .
orchids grow. I know it sounds
pretty obvious, but there is only
so much space I have for any
given number of plants. If I had
my way, I would let all my plants
continued on page 6
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Meeting Report, from page 3

get to specimen size and life
would be grand, but I just don’t
have the space for that. When
a plant starts to get large and in
charge, I will let it have a really
good blooming or two and then
divide it so other plants might
have some freed up space to do
the same. Also, I’ve learned to
be ruthless with getting rid of
seriously struggling plants or
plants that don’t keep my interest
anymore. I’d love to keep them
all, but with limited space, I
have to do it. Even with all of
that I find myself falling into
the trap of accumulating more
plants than I really have proper
shelf space for. I have found it
useful to start hanging pots from
things. My bathroom window
area is a prime example. I opted
for one of the three-tiered mesh
hanging baskets typically found
in kitchens. I can cram a lot of
small pots in the baskets and can
hang more small plants ON the
outside of the wire mesh—an
orchid hoarder’s dream come
true!
Although I know that
my dream of having a huge
greenhouse that looks like a
jungle and is big enough to live
in is who knows how long in
the future, I have to step back
and see that there is a lot going
on in the small spaces that I do
have for growing. It has taken
a lot of trial and error to figure
out how to best utilize each of
the available areas for orchid
growing, but I think constantly
working to figure it out as I go
and work through each of these
challenges has been one of the
most rewarding parts of the
hobby.

based on the form that the color
takes:
• Albescens—white to a very
light lavendar with some
dots of pigmentation
• Punctata—many dots of
color
• Maculata—smudges of color
(not to be confused with
viral issues)
• Orlata—color on the lip and
edge
• Marginata—color all the way
into the end of the lip
• Oculata—two eyes of color
• Striata—color lines on the
petals like veins
• Venosa—color more like
varicose veins
C. intermedia takes multiple
color forms:
• Coerulea—bluish
• Lilasina—a lighter version of
coerulea
• Roxo bispo—“bishop’s”
purple
• Semi-alba—completely
white petals
• Vinicolor—wine-colored lip
• Concolor—entire flower the
same color, usually a light
pink
• Rubra—light pink with a
darker pink lip
• Sanguinea—deep red
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There are also pelorics with
other designs and colors—
surprises—not found in nature.
C. intermedia, a hardy grower,
can handle temperatures below
freezing if kept dry during very
cold nights and can withstand
temperatures above 100°F with
good ventilation and humidity. At
Olompali Orchids, the plants get
higher humidity from the ocean,
some fog in the evening and a lot
of sun.
After his presentation, Sergio
answered questions from the
online audience. He noted
that smaller flowers and fewer
inflorescences are often a sign
of inbreeding, and when that
happens he noted that you would
have to backtrack in the breeding
line. Ideally, flower count should
be five to six, or three if the
flower is of phenomenal quality.
The desired flower shape is a
large triangle with no windows
of light in the petals and
sepals. Sergio said he fertilizes
C. intermedia on a cycle of 400
ppm for three waterings, then a
fourth with water only.
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Ctsm. Portagee Star ‘BLS’ x Ctsm.
Chuck Taylor ‘SVO Sunshine’ Cristi C

Cattleya intermedia flamea Dave H

Encyclia grahamii - Dave H

Click Here
to Submit Pictures!

Brassia NOID - Donna D

Zygopetalum NOID - Donna D

Image Guidelines

It takes a little time to prepare the images for the newsletter so we need your help. Here are some
standards to follow to ensure your image makes it in the publication.
Your image should be at least 1024 pixels wide. Smaller images will be too blurry to be used. If
in doubt, rotate your phone sideways (horizontal). Take your photo as close to the flower being
photographed as possible, and make sure the flower is in focus.
Ensure that you are naming the image file following the guideline below before attaching it to your
email. Basically it is the Plant Name + Owner First Name and Last Initial (see examples below).
Send any questions you may have before submitting to info@houstonorchidsociety.org.
Example 1
Full Plant
Name

(hyphen)

Owner’s First
Names and
Last Initial

Epc. Middleburg ‘Maj’ - Holly M.jpg

(hyphen)

Owner’s First
Names and
Last Initial

Paph. liemianum ‘October’ x Paph.
lemianum ‘MO’ - Steve & Marsh F.jpg

Example 2
Full Plant
Name
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Spathoglottis ssp. - Soel O

V. (Neof) falcata ‘Kola’ x V. (Ascr.)
Lion Star - Soel O

C. white Reception ‘NN#16’ Judith N

Oip. Crimson Pride Fragrance Judith N

Phal. Sogo Yukidian ‘Flying Nuns’
- Judith N

Den. amabile - Judith N (I’ve
grown this beautiful baby for five
years now. It has bloomed every
year, but this time it had more
than 200 flowers.)

Mtdm.Pacific Paragon ‘Honey
Butter’ - Judith N
C. Final Blue - Judith N
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(V. Mamo x V. tessallata) at
VandaCamp - Judith N
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Encyclia Prosthechea ‘fragrans’ Judith N
Ascda.Ratchaburi Beauty (Ascda.
Betty May Steel x V. Rasri Gold) Judith N

Epc. Serena’s Tinkerbell ‘Paradise’
- Judith N

Phal. Green Apple - Judith N

Den. amabile - Judith N

Oip. Crimson Pride ‘MAC136’ Judith N

Onc. Witch Jewel ‘Ivory Lips’ Judith N

Bllra. Tahoma Glacier ‘Green’
(Miltassia Cartagena x Odontioda
Alaskan Sunset) - Judith N

Phal. Shu Long Beauty - Judith N
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Bc. Yellow Bird - Steve &
Marsha F

Den. NOID - Steve & Marsha F

Cym. finlaysonianum - Steve &
Marsha F

Bulb. trigonosepalum ‘D and B
Red’ - Steve & Marsha F

Den. unicum - Steve & Marsha F

Den. NOID - Steve & Marsha F

Ctsm. Black Knight - Steve &
Marsha F
Den. Lorrie Mortimer - Steve & Marsha F
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Phrag. QF Makole - Steve &
Marsha F

Hab. erichmichelii - Steve &
Marsha F

Hab. erichmichelii - Steve &
Marsha F

Habinaria rhodocheila - Susan D

Pys. Mendenhall ‘Hildos’ - Steve &
Marsha F

Perr. Tango Fire (Rhynchorides
Bangkok Sunset x Ren. storei) Susan D

Psh. radiata - Steve & Marsha F
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V. Memorial Lyle Swanson Susan D
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Stay-at-Home Orchids

Comparettia speciosa - Susan D

Ren. Kasem Jumbo ‘NN’ - Susan D
Cirropetalum tingabarinum - Susan D

Bromeliad Society

Texas Gulf Coast

meets on the

meets on the

Fern Society

Houston

third Tuesday of each month

third Sunday of each month

Visitors welcome

Visitors welcome

www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org

www.tgcfernsoc.org
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August 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
2

3

4

5

9

10

11

12

16

17

18

23

24

25

Newcomers
Group
(cancelled)

6

7

9

13

14

15

19

20

21

22

26

27

28

29

HOS meeting,
7:30 pm
(online)

September
newsletter
content due

Houston
Judging Ctr
(cancelled)

Houston Orchid Society
th

30

Annivers
ar

y

75

31

Due to COVID-19 concerns, a majority of meetings and shows have been cancelled or postponed, as are
monthly judgings. Announcements will be made when these events are rescheduled.

AOS Greenhouse Chat (open to public)

Ron McHatton
Thursday, August 13, 2020, 8:30 p.m. EDT
Grow your knowledge and join AOS Education
and Science Officer, Ron McHatton, for a funfilled hour of orchid questions and answers. Send
questions to greenhousechat@aos.org by August
10. Register now.

AOS Webinar:
The Genus Maxillaria (members only)

Eric Sauer
Wednesday, August 26, 2020, 8:30 p.m. EDT
Discover the fascinating genus, Maxillaria with Eric
Sauer. Register now.
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