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Speaker: Tom Mirenda,
Mysteries of Orchid
Pollination

By John Jamerlan, First Vice-President

) :
Tom Mirenda with Ondontoglossum.

Tom Mirenda was trained as a Marine Biologist (in
Occidental College), but he has been an orchid addict
since his childhood. Eventually, he turned to his
horticultural passion for a career.

Tom has worked various botanic gardens and private
estates in the East Coast and this experience has led
him to Latin America, where he learned enough about
Costa Rican and Panamanian species to become an
expert in them. Tom is the Museum Specialist for the
Orchid Collection at the Smithsonian Institution in
Washington, DC. At the Smithsonian, he cares for a
huge collection (about 10,000 varieties and growing!) of
orchid species and hybrids. The Collection, which is in
the National Museum of Natural History, produces a five
month long orchid exhibit each year and supplies
information about orchid cultivation, ecology and
conservations to the public year round.

Tom’s mission in life is trying to bring the horticultural,
scientific and conservation community’s closer
together. He has been writing two popular monthly
columns in Orchids magazine ‘The Orchid Checklist’ and
the ‘Genus of the Month’ for the last four years. Tom is
also a judge at the National Capital Judging Center.
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The Houston Orchid
Society was established
in 1945 and is a recipient
of the AOS Distinguished
Affiliated Societies
Service Award.

Tom will speak on the Mysteries of Orchid Pollination.
About one third of all orchid use some form of deceit
to draw in their mostly insect pollinators. He will
explain how orchids have managed to attract and use
these pollinators in various ways, often without any
reward to the poor insect!
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President’s Post
By John Stubbings, President

Our show is over. See my report in our special issue of
Happenings. Since then Holly Miller has been
negotiating with the museum to repeat next year.
They loved our show and want to make it an annual
event. The changes they want us to agree to deal
mostly with vendors. The displays, arrangement, set
up, timing, weekend etc. will remain as this year. So
all who helped Holly make the 2010 show a success
can look forward to another fun time next year. | was
glad to see at our May meeting that nearly everyone
there attended the show.

The summer season snuck up on us very quickly. If you
have your plants outside you need to be very careful
that they don’t burn up. Heat and a brighter sun can
do that in a hurry. It also has been very dry so more
frequent watering has been in order.

Our May meeting was great. Tom Larkin gave a
beautiful presentation on ‘Designer Cattleyas’. If you
want to get into hybridizing you need a lot of
patience. My first Cattleya type hybrids took over ten
years to bloom out of flask. Hopefully | can grow them
better now so | may bloom some in much less time.
Phalaenopsis are also much faster than Cattleyas. In
Taiwan they now bloom Phalaenopsis in about twelve
months out of flask!

Continued on Page 5

Houston Judging Center

By Margaret Putman
HJC Results - May 15, 2010

There were 13 plants entered for judging with no
awards.

There were 12 Accredited Judges, 2 Probationary
Judges, 1 Student Judges and 1 Clerk present with a
total of 21 persons attending.

The next regular judging session will be held June 19,
2010 at the University of St. Thomas, Room 202 in
Jerabeck Center. Please bring a sack lunch. All
plants should be entered before 11:30 A. M. so that
they may be properly researched prior to judging.
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Winners’ Tips

Hybrid Winner: Cymbidium Australian Midnight grown by
Sandra Higham ‘

Photograph courtesy of Malcolm McCorquodale

| bought the Cymbidium from David Banks of Australia when he
came here to give a talk. He brought some tiny little plants of the
Australian Midnight. | almost did not buy one because of the price
of the tiny little piece of 'grass' but the picture he showed of a
mature plant in bloom impressed me. | grow the plant like a
cattleya, giving it an almost completely dry period in the fall. This
is the first time it has bloomed for me.

: Dendrobium unicum grown by Holly Miller

Species Winner
- - .

a |
Photograph courtesy of Malcolm McCorquodale

I’ve had this plant for almost two years. The pseudobulbs only
grow to 3.5 inches with three or four leaves at the top. It is
deciduous, losing its leaves after one or two years. The
inflorescences emerge from nodes on mature leafy and leafless
pseudobulbs and produce 1 - 3 non-resupinate flowers each. It
has long slender sepals and petals that are bright orange and are
so strongly curled, they appear tangled. The lip is large, tubular
and veined. It’s fragrant too!

| grow this in very high light in a small pot so it dries out quickly,
watering twice a week, fertilizing once a week. They say to let it
dry out for two months in the winter, but | don’t do that and it
blooms well.
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The Ghost Orchid
Reappears in Britain after
24 Years

http://www.aolnews.com/world/article/ghost-
orchid-reappears-in-britain-after-24-years/19407175

"ghost orchid...pale, inch-high plant lives in Britain's
darkest forests...it was last spotted 24 years ago,
leading botanists to suspect that the orchid had left
this world...

It appeared last fall in a small oak wood in the west
of England....the... find was made by amateur
botanist Mark Jannink... Jannink... scoured 10 sites
where the plant was once known to grow...finally
spotted it on Sept. 20...

It was the first sighting of the plant since 1986, when
a single specimen was found in central England....
Trevor Dines, of U.K. wild plant conservation charity
Plantlife, told..."...the plant is very difficult to see.
It doesn't have any green leaves, and all that appears
above ground is...a spike about an inch or so high
with... small white flowers. ...the orchid doesn't
flower every year -- only when the weather has been
exceptionally cold -- and spends most of its life living
entirely underground, where it feeds off rotting leaf
mulch. When it finally blooms, the plant springs up in

the darkest parts of the woodland, where light barely

penetrates the canopy.

Those highly specific growing conditions, Dines said,
mean the "plant can't be dug up and kept safe in a
botanic garden, or its seeds stored in a seed bank."
"...in the U.K. One in five wildflowers... is
threatened with extinction because of the
destruction of natural habitats.” Dines bemoans the
fact that the plight of native flora has received so
little publicity...

it's unlikely that Jannink's specimen will reappear
anytime soon. When he returned to the site a few
days after his discovery, he found that slugs had
eaten the plant. "
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Innovative Societies Report

By Orchid Society of Western Pennsylvania

The report on innovative societies is ready and posted on
the AOS Website. Here is the introduction:

“In Fall 2009, the Orchid Society of Western Pennsylvania
and the American Orchid Society, through its Affiliated
Societies, decided to ask you to share some of the most
innovative, fun-filled and challenging things that local
affiliates were doing across the nation.

Our goal: to spread information and to spark conversation
about ways to do things more enjoyably, more efficiently,
or in greater harmony with your mission.

We quickly learned that great ideas aren’t confined to a
region or to the bigger societies. Great ideas abound and
often “pop up” as a local society’s way of putting a spin on
such common events as picnics, parties, and show tables.
Sometimes you celebrate regional differences by holding an
“annual crawfish boil and orchid swap” or honor great
volunteers by proclaiming them members of the “Orchid
Court” using full court pomp and regalia.

Many were concerned about membership size, particularly
how to attract younger members, and some were reaching
out to schools, gardening clubs or nurseries, or were
partnering with local civic entities or charities to publicize
mission and to “give back.”

The idea of “mission driven” popped up often with stories
about clubs that were taking orchid conservation as a
cornerstone and becoming community activists in
protecting native species.

Many of you agreed that the electronic age was here to stay
and that if you didn’t have a snappy website, that was
going to be a priority. Many of us didn’t quite understand
Facebook, but some were assertively grabbing every
address they could find through special show “raffles”
intended to pick up snail mail and e-mail addresses for
future contacts, or through Facebook links.

So thank you all who participated. We couldn’t have done it
without you!”

Bromeliad Society/Houston Inc.
Regular meeting third Tuesday
of month at 7:30 PM

Houston Garden Center

www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org



http://www.aolnews.com/world/article/ghost-orchid-reappears-in-britain-after-24-years/19407175
http://www.aolnews.com/world/article/ghost-orchid-reappears-in-britain-after-24-years/19407175
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HOS Culture Q&A Panel: Ted Baenziger, Jay Balchan, Dolores Fields, Joe Fields,
Marvin Gerber, Renee Gerber, Doug Harris, Rick Hepler, Julius Klehm, Nina Rach,

Q: My Pot. just bloomed. Of the 4 blooms, one
had two sepals, two petals and NO LIP, sort of
looked like a Hibiscus. Do | have a problem of
some kind or is this just an occasional slip up?

A: This is probably just a chance blooming and
since the other flowers were fine it should bloom
okay next blooming. Be sure to watch it though
because sometime the polyploidy (genetics) of the
plant could be mixed up and it will bloom that way
again—not likely though. There is nothing to be
concerned about regarding the other plants that
you have. Julius

A: Mis-shaped flowers can occur fairly often. |
have generally heard of two causes for this. First is
genetics. Some crosses are the result of so many
different type of parents that have conflicting
characteristics that in many cases, no single
characteristic wins out and you see mis-shaped
flowers on the same cross over and over again. If
those flowers are not nice (sometime the mis-
shaped flowers are actually nice), then get rid of
the plant. Second is environmental. | have seen
that some applications of pesticides can cause
flower damage. If this is the case, the next
blooming should be fine (assuming you don't spray
the flowers again as they are developing!). - Jay

A: An abnormal blooming of this type might be
indicative of a serious problem, or it might not.
You will not know for sure until the next blooming.
If it blooms this way again, the plant has some
gene defects and probably should be discarded,
UNLESS you like the abnormal flowers. If that is
the case, keep it. - Marvin

Arachnorchis pumila Back

from Extinction
By: Alan Stephenson

In Victoria the Department of Sustainability and
Environment (DSE) declare a species to be Extinct
“when there is no reasonable doubt that the last
individual has died” and declare a species as
Presumed Extinct when it is “not recorded from

Victoria during the past 50 years despite field
searches specifically for the plant, or, alternatively,
intensive field searches (since 1950), at all previously
known sites have failed to record the plant”. Despite
these protocols, it seems that one can never say with
any surety that a species is extinct. A case in point
occurred in spring 2009 when a retired couple found
an orchid they were unable to identify. It soon found
its way to DSE scientists who were able to make an
exciting identification.

The plant is Arachnorchis pumila (syn. Caladenia
pumila) and it has been rediscovered by a Victorian
couple in the south west of the state. The precise
location will not be revealed for several reasons
including the possibility of collection or trampling of
its habitat. | would like to think the latter is the most
likely and from experience, possibly the worst.
Collection will certainly be a consideration for some,
as the thought of having something so rare is always
an irresistible lure for a certain section of the

orchid and the collection of seed by authorities to



The Houston Happenings

Arachnorchid pumila (Continued)

ensure propagation of the plant, with the hope that
in the future, it can be reintroduced to the wild.

populace. However, a range of works are being
undertaken to protect the species including
fencing/caging to prevent browsing aind he.nd-
pollination to encourage seed production, the
isolation of the mycorrhizal fungi associated with the

A. pumila was originally discovered in September
1922 by Miss B. Pilloud and although considered
locally common at the time has not been recorded
since 1926. Another orchid species from Tasmania
was rediscovered last year after being lost for 168
years and these finds are why we should never give
up hope of being surprised. One could say that any
orchid enthusiast who had seen the A. pumila after
the initial discovery, would almost certainly not be
alive today and that only makes the discovery even
more noteworthy. The opportunity to learn from this
find has scientists bristling with anticipation with the
possibility of many new plants being available in the
coming years and who knows what their studies will
uncover. As the name suggests, A. pumila (Dwarf
Spider Orchid) is small and the description in Orchids
of Australia The Complete Edition, W. H. Nicholls
1969 states the plant to be, a very hairy plant at 5-15
cm high, with a leaf of 6-8 cm. That publication also
has a water colour drawing of the plant and Nicholls
stated he only used living specimens for his drawings
and descriptions. Flowers are solitary, 50-60 mm
across, white and finely streaked with pink. The
sepals are 30- 40 mm x 3-4 mm with thick green or
brownish with clubs about 5 mm long.

This is a momentous discovery and already a
significant amount of work is underway in an effort to
preserve the integrity of the plant, its habitat as
opportunities such as this are rare. | realise the
temptation to visit the site will be overwhelming for
those who either know or think they know the
location but this also is a great opportunity to prove
orchid enthusiasts can turn their backs, say no and
leave the orchid and its habitat to those properly
qualified and entrusted to the task.

National Conservation Officer
Australasian Native Orchid Society (ANOS)
affine@tpg.com.au

Page 5

President's Post (Continued)

At the end of April and into May many of us were at the
Oklahoma Orchid Society show in Oklahoma City. At the
meeting our member and former HOS President Don
Ghiz was elected as a trustee of the American Orchid
Society. Don will also serve on the AOS Executive
Committee as Assistant Treasurer. Congratulations Don.
The banquet and part on Saturday was a hoe down. Our
HOS Vice-President Brian White served as caller for the
square dancing group. Joyce Stewart from Britain the
keynote speaker was a joy, even when she was
recipient of a pink cowgirl hat.

BROWARDRCHIBUPPLYNC
Orchid Suppliesor All Your Growing Needs

2411 Garfield Street
Hollywood, FL 33020
877-90RCHID
Sandi Jones Tom Wells

www.browardorchidsupply.com

Check out the Special Show
Edition!

The special show edition of the HOS Happenings is now
available on our website at:
http://www.houstonorchidsociety.org/newsletters/ne
wsletters.html. Lots of photos of the show and exhibits.

Texas Gulf Coast Fern
Society

Meets the Third Sunday of each month at the

Houston Garden Center at 2:00 PM. Come join us
and learn more about growing ferns in the Houston
environment. Visity the website at
http://www.tgcfernsoc.org/ for more information.




Page 6

Ornithidium donaldeedodii
- hew species

"A Haitian orchid... at the UC Botanical Garden..scientists
discovered that the long-time Garden resident is a distinct
new species.

A low-growing plant with... red-orange flowers...has been
in the Garden collection since the 1990s, bearing the name
Maxillaria croceorubens [accepted name is Ornithidium
croceorubens]....recent DNA analysis of flower and leaf
material from the orchid...confirmed that the plant... is
genetically distinct from M. croceorubens; a study of its
physical form and structure confirm its uniqueness.

The new orchid species —~ described recently in
Lankesteriana, the international journal on orchidology - is
named Ornithidium donnaldeedodii [does not appear yet in
the World Checklist of Monocotyledons], after orchidologist
Donald Dod, who collected the specimen in the 1980s and
served, in his later years, as a research associate for the UC
Herbarium. Dod died in 2008, at 95.

authors James Ackerman of the University of Puerto Rico
and W. Mark Whitten of the Florida Museum of Natural
History...scientific article.

Dod was a missionary stationed in the Caribbean who
became a meticulous, self-taught orchidologist, Dod is said
to have discovered more than 50 orchid species during his
17-year stay in Puerto Rico and subsequent residence in the
Dominican Republic.

Dod collected the orchid now known as O. donaldeedodii in
Pic Macaya National Park - located in the geographically
isolated Massif de la Hotte, a mountain range in
southwestern Haiti - as part of a USAID//Haiti
commissioned study. The region boasts a "marvelous
assemblage” of orchid species, as Dod and a coauthor once
described it.

The plant was part of Dod's personal collection until the
1990s, when he transferred his live specimens to the UC
Botanical Garden."”

URL
http://www.berkeley.edu/news/media/releases/201
0/04/27_orchid.shtml

photo :
http://www.berkeley.edu/news/media/releases/201
0/04/images/orchid350.jpg
http://www.berkeley.edu/news/media/download/2
010/04/orchid.jpg

illustration
http://www.berkeley.edu/news/media/releases/201
0/04/images/orchid280.jpg
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Welcome New Members

Paula Abraham
Amie Bialo
Carol Cromie
Mike and Barb Durham
Marilyn Golub
Mike and Lyn Jenkins
Sy Reeker

Welcome Guests
Paula Abraham
Lydia R. Conklin

Mike and Barb Durham
Mike and Lyn Jenkins
Bill Learly
Angela Maria Pabon
Sy Reeker
Steven Skalmusky
Cynthia Stanley

Thanks for Refreshments

Bente Davis
Elizabeth Fisher

Claudia Hanson
Claudia Ludwig
Teresa Riggs
Sandy Stubbings
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http://www.berkeley.edu/news/media/releases/2010/04/images/orchid280.jpg
http://www.berkeley.edu/news/media/releases/2010/04/images/orchid280.jpg
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Committee Bulletins

Newcomers Group

Chair: Midge Gorman, Amermaid2@yahoo.com, 281 484-
8388

Our March meet up at Bill Barlett’s was well attended and
very informative for the Newcomers. Bill was very generous
with supplying plants. Hats off to you Bill, we do appreciate
your hosting us. The April meeting consists of our designing
and setting up the HOS exhibit, which is in full swing as |
write this. There was a practice mock-up exhibit at my house
on Sunday the 13th with a great attendance. The plan for the
exhibit was finalized, much to everyone’s “relief”,
particularly mine. We are hoping the magical Smoke and
Mirrors theme will please the judges greatly.

Newcomers are the lucky recipients of a very nice, large
collection of Orchids from Marg Putman. What a wonderful
person to do something like this for us. Thanks so very much,
Marg. You will see some of these plants at the May meeting
which will be held at Don Ghiz’s home on May 16 at 2pm. His
address and contact info is: 3217 Amherst St., Houston, TX
77005. Phone: hm 713-661-1885, cl 713-305-0505. | have seen
Don bring in some beautiful Orchids so | thought we might get
a peek at what he does that brings such success to his
growing. Looking forward to May.

Intermediate Group

Chair (temporary): Calvin Starr, calvin@krbe.com, 281-482-
5589

This month we will be unflasking and potting seedlings at
Susan Dally's. | have flasks of Cattleya, Dendrobium, and
Phalaenopsis that we will be potting and taking home to
grow.

We will also be selecting topics for the rest of the year and |
have a couple of ideas | would like to run by you before
presenting to the HOS as a whole.

Raffle Table
"Donot miss the Raffle Tat
Chair: Mary Gunn, marygunn@pobox.com, 713 627-1083

Co-Chair: Amy Colville, jcolville@comcast.net, 713 880-2605
Thanks to our members and guests for another successful
raffle! We had 15 orchids on the Raffle Table again (12 is
standard). We had some great buds or blooms, some large
plants, and we spent a bit more than usual; it paid off in
strong ticket sales and we made a profit. All of the money
from ticket sales goes right back into plants for the Raffle
Table. This month we will have a variety of genera with at
least a couple of mounted plants.

We are going to have a fun ‘special’ in this month’s Raffle.
It’s a surprise, so we can’t tell you anymore right now or it
wouldn’t be a surprise! We’ll tell you all about it at the May
meeting.

Raffle tickets are priced at 5 for $1.00 or 30 tickets for $5.00.
Be sure to wear your HOS name tag and stop by the Raffle
Table for 2 free tickets for the Door Prize drawing - one
ticket if you don’t have your name tag. Remember to bring
your ‘Boxtops for Education’ and we’ll give you one ticket for
each one to use in the special drawing for the ‘Boxtops’ raffle
plant. We pass the boxtops along to HOS members for their
childrens’ school.
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Houston Orchid Society
2010 Officers and Committee Chairs

Officers

President

1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Membership
Recording Sec.
Treasurer

Chairs

Conservation

Guest Hospitality
Happenings Editor
Librarian
Newcomers Group
Intermediate Group
Parliamentarian
Photography

Plant Raffle
Refreshments

Silent Auction

2010 Spring Show
HOS Web
2010 Workshop Chair

Directors

Two-Year Term

Ted Baenziger

Bill Bartlett

Jay Balchan

Jim Butler

Marvin Gerber

Malcolm McCorquodale Il
Lee Murdock

Representatives

AOS Representative

IPA Representative

ODC Representative
SWROGA Representative

John Stubbings
John Jamerlan
Brian White
Calvin Starr
Eddie Litchfield
Debbie Peterson

Nina Rach

Allan Davies

Susan Taylor

Sarah Bentley

Midge Gorman

Calvin Starr

Marvin Gerber

Malcolm McCorquodale llI
Mary Gunn, Amy Colville
Sarah Bentley, Carolynne
White, Trung Le

Lee Murdock, Gordon
Rowell

Holly Miller

Calvin Starr

Ted Baenziger and

John Stubbings

One-Year Term

Don Ghiz

Doug Harris
Joe Fields
Donna Williams
Loren Neufeld

Susan Taylor
Ted Baenziger
Joe Fields

Julius Klehm and
Marilyn Holloway
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2010 Speakers

June - Tom Miranda - Mysteries of Orchid Pollination

Houston Orchid Society

June 2010 Meeting July - Todd Miller - TBA

August - Graham Wood - TBA
Program: Mysteries of Orchid Pollination September - Carol Allen - Orchid Pests and Diseases

Tom Miranda October - Francisco Miranda - TBA

November - TBA
Date: June 3, 2010 December - HJC Auction
Time: 7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
Place: Houston Garden Center

HOS Website

Houston Orchid Society
The Houston Happenings
P. O. Box 648

Ace, TX 77326

American Onchid Society

DASSA

Dhstinguished A‘v.%.f-n‘ Service Award



