THE HOUSTON HAPPENING

The Monthly Newsletter of the Hou ston Orchid Society, Houston, Texas

Speaker: Todd Miller, L
Growing Orchid Spec ies in :

i Speaker Spotlight - ..o 1:
Texas i PresidentiCs Woser s.d..Ti.ps.. 2 §
. . . £ AOS COMEL..veoooeecoecoeeccee oo
By John Jamerlan, First Vice - President
Culture Q&A ...t e :
Committee BUIIEIN S....ccvovvveveveveieiiiiiiiiees e 7

Todd and Susana Miller began growing orchids around
1990 in Dallas, Texas, when they received a Vanda The Houston Orcfid

R g HH g 7 8 g e Rouston Orc
hybrld asa gift. After failing to kill by pla_nt|r_1g itin Society was established
potting soil, they succeeded and resusc itating the plant

. . - in 1945 and is a recipient
and an obsession was born. They started trying X i of the AOS Distinguished
growing different types of orchids, had success with Affiliated Societies
them, joined the local orchid societies in Fort Worth Service Award.

and Dallas and ultimately started a business (Tropicals . L',"""':'.E,j‘,\
of Texas in Dallas) in 1993. :  TheHouston Orehid Saciety ~DASSA

Then came the offer of a lifetime to work at a nursery
in Florida and they decided to make the big move.
After 8 months working for the nursery in Miami, Todd

and Susana decided to start their own business and Baton Rouge Orchid Society
thence Miller's Tropicals was born in N ovember, 1998. A | Orchid Sh d sal

After 10 years learning the ropes in Miami, and getting nnua rcni ow an ale
tired of hurricanes (they had to rebuild after Wilma and Saturday, July 10-9to 5(':]
Katrina), they decided to move back to Texas, leaving

behind a finished dream house and some greenhouses. Sunday’ ‘JUIy 11-10to 4

Settling i n Dripping Springs, they started Miller's Baton Rouge Garden Center
Tropical's of Texas in 2008, on 28 acres of the most 7950 Independence Blvdy Baton Rouge, LA

beautiful land around in the fringes of the Hill country.

They welcome anyone who loves plants to come and Information: orchidnut_2000@yahoo.com

visit their nursery. Todd and Susana are familiar faces www.batonrougeorchidsociety.org
inal ot of plant shows in Te 225.383.3554 (leave message)
Tropicals of Texas known for its fine selection of orchid Theme: ATropi cal

species and hybrids, it is also a reliable source of exotic
and unusual plants. If you are looking for a hard -to-
find species of any cultivatable plant, Todd could

probably have one available to sell. BROWARmRCHlDSUPPLY INC,
Orchid Supplies For All Your Growing Needs

Todd will be talking about growing orchid species in
Texas and he will be bringing in some .
blooming/blooming sized plants to sell. If you want to 2411 Garfield Street
request for a particular plant, check out his websit e Hollywood, FL 33020
(millerstropicals.com) and contact him. . 877-90RCHID
Sandi Jones Tom Wells

www.browardorchidsupply.com



http://www.browardorchidsupply.com/
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Presidentdos Po
By John Stubbings , President

Sorry we missed you at the June meeting. | was in
New Orleans for their show and picked up Sandy at
the New Orleans Airport just about when we would
normally be driving to the HOS meeting. We did meet
Tom Mirenda the HOS speaker in New Orleans. Hope
you all enjoyed his slightly different presentation on
orchids.

Holly Miller and | have confirmed with the Museum
that we will have our show there next year. P ut down
April 14, 2011 for set up, April 15 for set up and
judging and April 16 and 17 for the show being open to
the public. We will need many helpers again to make
this successful so dondt
better just volunteer.

Only a month until our Summer Workshop. This will be
the 31st consecutive year for this event. Most of these
have been led by Dr. Jerry Stephens. The last few
years we have been led by Fr. Ted Baenziger and me.
This is a fun event where you get to meet fellow
orchid | overs and learn a lot about growing these
beauties. Our three speakers are all commercial
growers with many hints they can give you. Roy
Tokunaga, of H&R Nurseries in Hawaii will lecture on
Dendrobiums. Graham Wood, of Lehua Orchids, also
from Hawaii but a different island, will lecture on
warm tolerant Masdevallias. Graham will also be our
HOS meeting speaker on Thursday. Finally we have
Meir Moses of the Orchid Konnection in Dallas talking
about Phalaenopsis. So come join us Friday evening
August 6 for th e preview party, auction to support the

judging center, AOS judging and sales by the speakers.

Saturday we have the lectures, workshop sessions,
sales, luncheon and auction to support your Houston
Orchid Society. Registration forms are on line and will
be available at the July and August HOS meetings.

Houston Judging Center

By Margaret Putman
HJC Results - June 19, 2010 -.

There were 11 plants entered for judging with no
awards.

There were 14 Accredited Judges, 2 Probationary
Judges and 1 Student Judge present with a total of 24
persons present.

The next regular judging will be held July 17, 2010 at
the University of St. Thomas, Jerabeck Center, Room
202, 4000 Mount Vernon Street, Houston, TX. Please
bring a sack lunch. All plants should be entered
before 11:30 A. M. so that th ey may be properly
researched prior to judging.

The Houston Happenings

The Rick Awards!

Hybrid Winner : Paphiopedi dzY W5 I'Jd@ ARand' {

Photograph courtesy of Malcolm McCorquodale

Species Winner: Paphiopedilum haynaldianum

N
Photograph courtesy of Malcolm McCorquodale

They're housed in the greenhouse all year. Summer
heat mid 80's and the low is whatever Houston gives us.
Winter no lower th an 50 and again the high whatever
comes along.

| fertilize all year long, summer 150 ppb of N and

winter 80ppb. The formula is Peter's Professional 20 -20-
20. 1 do add a little epson salts through the fall/

winter, 10 -12ppb. Rain water is used in a bark based
mix.
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What 6s al |l t hi
ONEWCOMERSGS6 2?72

By: Midge Gorman

The Newcomers group meets regularly on the 3rd
Sunday of each month. oOTF
members become acquainted with other members,
both old and new, and assist the beginning growers
with finding answers to their questions about

Orchi ds. The meetings ar
homes or at commercial gr
focused on some aspect of Orchid growing that
appeals to the new growers. Attendance in the
activities of this group is to be limited to a period of

two years from the date a members joins the
Society. 6 HOS Handbook

Photograph courtesy of Elizabeth Fischer

Newcomers check out plants donated to t he group for distribution
at the June Meeting at Don Ghiz' house.

"o

Photograpﬁ urtsy of Elizabeth Fischer

Greenhouse at Don's house.
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AOS Corner

By Ron McHatton

If you are not an American Orchid Society member
you may not have heard about a terrific opportunity

to own a brand new, award qual ity Phalaenopsis and
support us at the same time. For every donation of
$125 to unrestricted funds ($100 tax deductable),
Normands Orchids, thanks
past president Carlos Fighetti, will send you a
flowering size 0t hey 6 r e onmamssormany bf
them are actually now in -spike dlimited -edition stem
prop of Phalaenopsis Tyi
This incredibly floriferous plant readily produces

basal keikis but its crowning glory is its compact
branching flower spikes dis playing multitudes of 2 -
inch (5-cm) golden yellow flowers heavily overlaid
centrally with a rich deep rose to produce flowers

that appear to almost glow. These stem props are
available through no other source. To read more
about this great plant and how to get one see our
website at http://tinyurl.com/238iqge.

Another exciting development is our plan to produce
a special 13th issue of Orchids magazine this year. It
is not often that we receive magazine content that is
of such high quality that we wish w e could devote a
whole issue to it but it does happen once in a great
while. We have a rather long, excellent article that
will not fit in a regular magazine and will not serialize
well and we truly think it will make a great addition

to this volume of Orc hids. To underwrite this effort,
the trustees recently approved the establishment of a
temporarily restricted fund; The AOS Color /Special

| ssue Fund. Webve set u
make donations to the fu
inthefirst mont h wedve raised
mostly from $2 and $4 donations. To read more
about this fundraising effort or make a small donation
see our website at http://tinyurl.com/27wel5;.

Bromeliad Society/Houston Inc.
Regular meeting third Tuesday
of month at 7:30 PM

Houston Garden Center

www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org
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http://www.bromeliadsocietyhouston.org/
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HOS Culture Q&A Panel: Ted Baenziger, Jay Balchan, Dolores Fields, Joe Fields,

Marvin Gerber, Renee Gerber, Doug Harris, Rick Hepler, Julius Klehm, Nina Rach,

Q: What is a good soil mix for growing terrestrial
orchids I|like bletilla? V
regular potting medium?

A: | have always just put the bletias in the ground,
just like a tulip bulb. Be sure the area is well
drained to avoid rot. - Marvin

A: There are a number of varieties of so -called
terrestrial orchids. Many grow on bare, or nearly
bare rock, such as Angraecum in Madagascar. Some
use the infractuosities (litter -filled cracks) in the
rocks to send their roots yards away, such as
Paphiopedilum malipoense and many rupiculous
Laelias (syn. Cattleya).

Then there are the bog orchids such as certain
Phragmipedium and our native Pogonia (Grass
pinks), which must have constant moisture. Bletilla
is a temperate grower, losing its leaves in the

col der weather and -cdowemavi
until spring. It must have perfect drainage at this
time to avoid rotting of the corms, modified
pseudobulbs filled with starch for the next growing
cycle.

Potting medium will stay too wet in winter for

them; our gumbo is sure death (I know, since mine
died!) The solution to the problem is raised beds
with very good drainage and a mix of sandy, not
too rich, compost (again, leaf -litter). The rather
fine roots are annual as well, and develop from the
new corm in early spring. The plant produces one
or two new corms in the growing season which then
go dormant for t he next cycle.

Remember, these are woods-dwelling wild flowers
and prefer dappled light, do not appreciate
competition from weeds, but will clump and
produce many flowers for you if left undisturbed.
Be sure to water liberally during the growing
season, with no additional water (except the
natural showers) after the foliage dies back. - Fr.
Ted Baenziger

Help Save Rainforest with
Tropicana Juices

Tropicana Juices is working with the Cool Earth site
Partnership, a UK based international organization to
halt climate change.

"We are working with Cool Earth on a special project
in the Ashaninka Corridor in Peru. Ashaninka lies in
an arc of deforestation that is being routinely cleared
and burned, destroying rich stores of forest carbon.

The Ashaninka tribe, which lives here, is one of the
largest surviving Amazon ethnic groups with a truly
rich history. Sadly, they now find themselves under
threat from illegal loggers. Roads are being built into
the forest to extract mahogany and cedar trees for
export to markets in the United States and Europe,
despite an international embargo, threatening both
their heritage and their future.

Cool Earth, with the help of Tropicana, is securing
forest once held by logging companies and opening it
up to rubber tappers and harvesters of forest
produce, helping the Ashaninka tribe to manage the
forest resources sustainably and to protect the
rainforest and its valuable store of carbon.

Throughout 2010 you will be able to redeem your
Tropicana Juicy Rewards points to help save
endangered rainforest. Each point redeemed will
save 33 1/3 square feet. This program is just a small
step in a fight against an enormous issue; however,
we believe if we continue to raise awa reness it could
trigger a movement with an extraordinary impact.
With your help, we are aiming to save thousands of
acres of endangered rainforest. "

Let's all do our part to help this project since savings
rain forests will also save orchid habitat!


http://www.coolearth.org/
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Newcomers (Continued)
These meetings are fun events giving us the opportunity

This group gives newer members an opportunity to to learn from willing teachers on a one -to-one basis,
learn from experienced growers about their own ask questions directly that we might not ask in a
methods. As the monthly meetings are held at a general meeting. We may see Orchids that we have
different location each month, we see many different never seen and develop an interest in certain types of
methods of growing and learn tha t each grower has Orchids that will do best in our own environments. We
individual ideas that work for also get to learn about various products and how to use

them. A great bonus for Newcomers is that members
often donate Orchid plants, divisions, supplies, etc that
are divided among us at the end of the meeting. This is
a fun group and you will make new friends with a
common interest.

E

Phdtogfaph courtesy of Elizabeth Fischer

Don's lath house for summer orchid growing.

them. ANDéthey all grow r
using different styles. By visiting different locations,

we can begin to formulate ideas for our own growing
environment, which may be somewhat similar to one
of these. One grower might have a large, well
appointed greenhouse whereas another might grow Newcomers checking out Don's plants.
most of theirs in a more
methods equally successful.

Photograph courtesy of Elizabeth Fischer

If you are interested in coming to a Newcomers
meeting, please feel free to call me at 281 -851-9744.

Photograph courtesy of Elizabeth Fischer

Phot h courtesy of Elizabeth Fisch i .
ofograph courtesy of Elizabeth Fischer Don telling members how he grows his great Phals.

Orchids and food! What else could you want?



