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The Monthly Newsletter of the Hou ston Orchid Society, Houston, Texas

Speaker: Graham Woods,
The Tale of Lit tle Bellatulum

By John Jamerian, First Vice - President

Graham Woods pollinating a Massdevallia in his greenhouse.

Lehua Orchids was founded in 1990. It is an 27,000 sq ft
greenhouse facility that specializes in breeding,
hybridizing and growing Paphiopedilums, Masdevallias,
Angraecoids and Lycastenae primarily for the resale
market. The nursery is located on the Big Island of
Hawaii in Mountain View, halfway between Hilo and the
volcano. Lehua Orchids is at the 1400 feet above sea
level which means their growing climate is classified
sub-tropical. They are in an area of heavy rainfall,
wherein160 inches per year is normal. They grow in
covered greenhouses so that they control the water and
light that the orchids receive. They provide air
movement to the o rchids but the plants grow without
any temperature controls. Locally, the normal highs are
around 85 degrees and lows around 65 degrees with
about a 5 to 10 degree drop in both highs and lows the
winter months. Lehua Orchids has evolved into its
current sp ecializations for several reasons; the primary
one being that they love what they grow; and the
second most important reason is that the culture is
very, very similar all the genera that we grow. Lehua
has received many AOS quality and cultural awards.
Graham is an accredited AOS judge who has extensively
carried out his hybridizing program on M asdevallias,
Miltonias and Paphiopedilums over the years. Graham
wi || be presenting a talk
influence in the complex red Paphiopedilum breeding
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HOS

The Houston Orchid
Society was established
in 1945 and is a recipient
of the AOS Distinguished
Affiliated Societies
Service Award.

Newsletter Notice

Houston Happenings will now be available on
l'ine only. For the few
have an email address for we will be sending a
hard copy one page meeting notice giving the
speaker information. We have been fortunate to
have Deanna Roberts contribute her printer to
produce our normal Happenings and most of our
publications for several years. Deanna has
cancelled her printer lease. Other opti ons for
mailing Happenings are too expensive (nearly
the cost of dues). The board made this decision
June 17, 2010.

BROWARDORCHIDSUPPLY INC.
Orchid Supplies For All Your Growing Needs

2411 Garfield Street

Hollywood, FL 33020
877-90RCHID
Sandi Jones Tom Wells
www.browardorchidsupply.com



http://www.browardorchidsupply.com/
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President ods Po

By John Stubbings , President

Sorry we missed many of you at the July meeting.
Attendance was about 2/3 of normal. | hope the bad
weat her and rain didndét caus
our greenhouse we had over 10 inches total for Thursday
through Saturday. At least on Sunday it cleared up for all
the Independence Day festivities. Hope you enjoyed the
weekend. Todd Miller gave a really nice presentation on
species we can grow with success in Houston. August we
have Graham Wood giving a lecture on red Paphiopedilums
which | know my wife Sandy will be very interested in. Hope
all of you also like these too.

Aside from the heavy rains we are now in prime hot (and
maybe sunny) growing weather for many orchids like
Cattleyas and Dendrobiums. Unfortunately there are also
many that would prefer it a little cooler (some people like
me would prefer it about 20 degrees cooler). Be sure to
maintain your swamp cooler, fans and other cooling devices.
We always add a bottle of bleach on the first of each month
to the sump for the wet wall pump. That tends to keep the
algae down so the air flow stays up.

Only a few days until our Summer Workshop. This will be the
31st consecutive year for this event. This is a fun event
where you get to meet fellow orchid lovers and learn a lot
about growing these beauties. Our three speakers are all
commercial growers with many hints they can give you
during the breakout sessions or just in conversation. Roy
Tokunaga, of H&R Nurseries in Hawaii will lecture on
Dendrobiums. Graham Wood, of Lehua Orchids, also from
Hawaii but a different island, will lecture on warm tolerant
Masdevallias. Finally we have Meir Moses of the Orchid
Konnection in Dallas talking about Phalaenopsis. So come
join us Friday evening August 6 for the preview party,
auction to support the judging center , AOS judging and sales
by the speakers. Roy is shipping a pallet of plants for this
Workshop. These will be for AOS judging, auction and sales.
He promises some really unusual and large plants.
Registration forms are on line and will be available at the
August HOS meeting.

Houston Judging Center

By Margaret Pu tman

HJC Results - July 17, 2010

There were 10 plants entered for judging with one award:
1. Bc. __(C. Mi ner va
6Sue Gundlock®6) O6Memoria Pa
HCC 78 points, owned by Terry Kelly, Sugar Land, TX
(#20106418)

There was one plant scored but not awarded.

There were 12 Accredited Judges, 2 Probationary Judges
and 1 Student Judge present with a total of 22 persons
attending. The next judging will be held at the Houston OS
Workshop, August 6. Regular judging will be August 21,
2010 at the University of St. Thomas, Jerabeck Center,
Room 202, 4000 Mount Vernon Street, Houston, TX. Please
bring a sack lunch. All plants should be entered before
11:30 A. M. so that they may be properly researched prior
to judging.

The Houston Happenings

Holly Miller's  Winners 0 Tips

Hybrid Winner : Paphiopedilum Harold Koopowitz
(malipoense x roths childianum)

Photograph courtesy of Malcolm McCorquodale
I got this plant three

year s
this is the first time it has bloomed. | grow my Paphs. in a

mix of medium bark, medium and small diatomite, charcoal,
spongerok and crushed oyster shell. They usually get water
twice a week and fertilizer once a week and no fertilizer

every fourth week. This one gets medium light.

Species Winner: Bulbophyllum plumatum

o~

Photograph courtesy of Malcolm McCorquode

| got this plant two and a half years ago from RF Orchids after
seeing one in bloom at the WOC in Miami. It has grown slowly
but finally bloomed for the first time. The plant stays rather
small. Itis planted in sphagnum moss with a little diatomite,
charcoal and spongerok layered in to keep it aerated. It gets
watered two or three times a week, keeping the medium

moist and | fertilize once a week. | also put some time

release fertilizer in the pot periodically.
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The 2010 HOS 31st
Consecutive Summer
Workshop

August6 and 7, 2010
Lectures and workshops abo
Orchids

The Crooker Center, 3900 Graustark
University of St. Thomas
Houston, TX 77006 [Montrose area]

This Workshop will address timely topics and much
more in a series of lectures and breakout sessions.
Mark your calendar now, and send your registration
to attend this extraordinary weekend dedicated to
orchids. Street parking is free. Covered parking
garage next to Crooker is EXACT CHANGE $2.00.

Speakers:

1 Roy Tokunagad H&R Nurseries, Inc.,
Waimanalo, Hawaii - Dendrobiums

1 Graham WooddLehua Orchids, Mountain
View, Hawaii - warm tolerant and blooming
Masdevallias

T Meir Mosesd The Orchid Konnection, Dallas,
Texas - Phalaenopsis

Breakout Sessions
1 Roy Tokunaga 6 Growing Dendrobiums
9 Graham Wood 0 Growing Angraecum
sesquipedale

Meir Moses 8 Growing Phalaenopsis

To be announced 8 Chose your own topic
(chosen during the workshop by the
participants)

1 Roy Tokunaga & Fertilizer secrets and

Blossom Boosters
i To be announced d&growing indoors

1
1

Attend the Friday evening r eception and have the
first opportunity to meet our speakers and to
purchase plants. Mingle with all the participants in a
festive atmosphere with Hors d' Oeuvres, bid on a
variety of Silent Auction items generously donated by
local orchid enthusiasts and vendors. Then enjoy
dinner at any of many nearby fine restaurants .
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AQOS Corner

By Chris Rehmann , AOS President

Lynn Fuller, the new Affiliated Society Chairperson has
given me this opportunity to introduce myself to each of
the Affiliated Society members through the AOS Corner. |
am your new AOS President and have the pleasure to serve
each of you for a one year term.

Who am I? Well, | am an orchid hobbyist like most of you. |
grow mainly Cattl eya species with some multi -flora
Paphiopedilums to take up the darker spaces in my
greenhouses. In order to support my "orchid habit," | own a
Civil-Environmental Engineering firm located in southern
New Jersey.

The Affiliated Societies are the backbone of the American
Orchid Society. We all probably started as a member of a
local society to find more information about these beautiful
flowers called, orchids. My local society is the Sandpiper
Orchid Society, located near Atlantic City, New Jersey.
This great group of orchid lovers has assisted me in many
ways to cultivate better orchids.

Walter Off, the co -owner of a local commercial orchid
business helps to organize the Sandpiper Orchid Society and
has been a tremendous assistance to new and long time
growers. Walt provides information on local conditions that
improve culture and eliminates the trial and error methods

to find the right fertilizer for our local conditions.

| am sure each Affiliated Society has a local commercial
grower that is involv ed with their group. Support them so
that they are there to provide the best cultural information
for your area.

Many commercial growers provide discounts to AOS
members. Ask them to see if they participate in this
program. If you are like me, | pay for my AOS membership
with discounts from orchid purchases.

One of my initiatives is to provide better communication
between the Affiliated Societies and the national
organization. All too often, the AOS Trustees come to a
Show that has been organized by an Affiliated Society,
become engrossed in meetings and never mingle with our
local members. After organizing the Show, raising funds to
rent the venue needed, and all the backbreaking work to
set up exhibits, it would be nice to be able to interact with
your national leaders. It is my goal to encourage this
discourse.

The Merritt Huntington Memorial Symposium is being held in
Virginia Beach, Virginia from October 27 831, 2010. This
will be a great event. Please consider joining us at the
Show. The hotel has given the event planners great prices
so come for the weekend. There are international speakers
from France and Germany. lItis a once in a lifetime chance
to hear their words of wisdom about orchid culture.

Thank you again for affording me the opportunity to serve
you as President. Itis a great Society of wonderful people.
Join us. Become a member of the American Orchid Society.
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HOS Culture Q&A Panel: Ted Baenziger, Jay Balchan, Dolores Fields, Joe Fields,

Marvin Gerber, Renee Gerber, Doug Harris, Rick Hepler, Julius Klehm, Nina Rach,

Q: When is the best time to repot Cattleyas? Can you
repot even if they have buds?

A: The best time to repot is when new roots are

showing. They should be about % inch long. If much
longer they t end to break and may not grow. Dead roots
should be removed and these may show up in the middle
of the plant indicating potting medium br eakdown or too
wet in the pot. | tend to not repot when in bud as the
buds may be damaged when repotting. Also, it puts a
stain on the new roots that may be damaged fro m
repotting. However, sometimes this must be done to
insure the health of the plant. - Julius Klehm

A: 1 do not repot ANY plant with buds, or even with an
almost complete new growth which MIGHT bloom. | am
usually far enough behind on my repotting so ther e are
plenty of plants to repot without disturbing any plant
close the a blooming stage. The best time to repot a
cattleya is when it is making new roots, IF you can do it
without damaging the new roots. If you do not want to
have to worry about the new ro ots, then try to repot
soon after the plant blooms. This is often the start of a
"dormant" or "resting" time for the plant, so repotting

will have little effect on future growth or flowers. -
Marvin Gerber

A: Do not repot whilst in bud! There are two type s of
Cattleya: those that produce roots and then buds (repot
with the roots about 1/2" long) and those that produce
new roots only after flowering (these need repotting
AFTER the blooming period, same measurements). "With
buds" is a no-no, because you will lose the flowers, and
what a shame that would be! - Ted B

A: Best time to repot cattleyas is when plants are
beginning new growth. For most, this means before the
new roots are 1-2" long, to avoid damaging them.
Remember to make divisions with at least 3 -4 mature
pseudobulbs. Yes, | sometimes repot when plants are in
bud, if necessary. It has not been a major problem. -
Nina

A: Yes, it's OK with buds. It's the roots you want to
watch. When new roots start to emerge then repot.
- Rick

A: Absolutely the best time is when new roots are
starting to grow. Some catts put on new roots when the
new bulbs are starting to grow... some put on new roots
after the bulbs have gotten quite large. You just need to
keep you eyes out for those new roots and then gett o it!
- Jay

Growing Season of
Cypripedium kentuckiense

By Doug Harris, HOS Cyp Restoration =~ Committee
Chair

The members of HOS have again been offered a
chance to grow seedlings of the Southern Lady

Sl ipper to a |l arger size.
simple one but requires each grower to give almost
daily attention to keep the small plants alive.

In nature, the microscopic seeds have a hard time in
even germinating, since like other orchid seeds they
do not have any endosperr
surrounding the seed nucleus. Seeds therefore have
to become infected by fungal agents and get food

from the invading hyphae. Itis a

delicate balance of eating the threads before the
threads dissolve the nucleus of the seed.

What we seek to accomplish is to give the small
plants a head start without the competition with the
invasive fungus which strives to digest the contents
of the seed. Development of seeds on agar or gelatin
containing minerals, vitamins and sugar/starches in a
sterile environ takes up to a yea r before the little
plants develop roots and leaves. Then these plants
are deflasked and placed in media which has to be
kept evenly moist but not saturated constantly. Use
of fertilizer to provide nutrients must be maintained

at very low levels. Dilution rates such that nitrogen is
set at around 50 parts per million or less is used to
prevent burning the roots.

Once the seedlings achieve sizes sufficient to give
survival rates much higher than natural development
in about one third of the natural progress ionin time,
increasing the number of the cypripediums growing in
National Forests where they occur in small
populations is planned. In cooperation with botanists
and other Federal agents we hope to increase the
numbers to 10 or 20 times what is found at p resent
times. Seedlings which were grown last summer are
being grown for an additional year before
reintroduction into the forests.

Oh, to close out this short article, | ask the 2010
growers who got seedlings back in the spring to
update me with status o f their plants. We have to
inform the Botanist in charge of the progress.
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Intermediate Group of the
HOS

By: Calvin Starr

An Intermediate Group has been part of the Houston
Orchid Society for many years but until 2009 had
been inactive for a period of tim e. Itis for members
that have been in the society for over 2 years and
have already spent their time in the Newcomers
Group.

Photograph courtesy of Elizabeth Fischer

Sherry Radick demonstrating the repotting of a plant
grown in semi-hydroponics during a joint Newcomer and
Intermediate visit in 2009.

The Intermediate group instead of visiting the more
experienced members greenhouses, meets for the
most part in the members homes and focuses on
more in depth studies of different facets of orchid
growing. We meet on the fourth Sunday of the
month from 2 to 4 PM. and we encourage all HOS
members to come and take part in the meetings.
Even if you are one of the more experienced growers
we would love to have you attend. You have a lot of
knowledge to share and we might even show you a
new trick or two.

Last year we took a particular genera each month

and spent the meetings learning about how to be
successful growing those particular plants. We
invited some of the more successful growers such as
Dave Hunt for Encylias and Rick Hepler for Paphs and
Phrags to join us for those meetings and we all

Page 5

learned a lot about those plant families. This year we
have spent several months studying orchid propagation.
We started with the ways to propagate an orchid and
tried several of the different methods.

Photograph courtesy of Malcolm McCorquodale

Jay Balchan sowing seed in his Laminar Flow Hood

In January we pollinated several plants and now have
seed growing in flask. Jay Balchan showed us how to
prepare and flask dry and green pods of orchid seed
and we now have very tiny seedlings just appearing in
the flasks.

Photograph courtesy of Malcolm McCorquodale

Separating seedlings out of the flask for transplanting.

Continued on Page6
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Intermediate Group (Continued)

Welcome New Members
Ashton Berger

Welcome Guests

None

Thanks for Refreshments

Photograph courtesy of Malcolm McCorquodale
Will be thanked next month

Deflasking supplies all ready to go.

Over the months we have followed up by unflasking
several flasks we acquired and now have seedlings
growing. Last month we met at Lee Rowell's shop
and had a repotting clinic. Lee was kind enough to
let us practice with a lot of her plants and we

repotted almost 130 plants in about an hour and a 7
half. We concentrate our meetings on what ever is
of interest to the group and are open for suggestions

on areas to study in the future. @r&' b]d @ bf&"ﬂﬂ”

ORCHIDS
BROMELIADS
GINGER
PLUMERIAS
OTHER TROPICALS

BRUCE A. CAMERON 713.253.9611
OWNER, GROWER orchidobsession@hotmail.com

Texas Gulf Coast Fern
Photograph courtesy of Malcolm McCorquodale Society
Intermediate Group at Susan Dally's house.
_ _ _ Meets the Third Sunday of each month at t
If you would like more information on the Houston Garden Center at 2:00 PM. Come joi
Intermediate Group or have suggestions you can and learn more about growing ferns in the Ho
contact me by email at calvin@kr5e.com or the environment. Visity e website at
s MUmEEsS [T {2 HSE PIEseny: http://www.tgcfernsoc.orgior more information




